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Staff Bolstered by 
Arrival of Senior 
Cadet Nurses 

Perhaps you have seen a flurry 
of new faces around the com- 
pound lately. Just to satisfy your 
curiosity, they are Senior Cadet 
Nurses. Our hospital has the 
privilege of having their services 
. . for the last six months of their 
\ training. These girls have had' 
2'- o years of training at hospitals 
throughout the country approved 
by the U. S. Public Health Ser- 

I vice. 

At .the end of their six months’ 
training here, they will return to 
their respective schools for grad- 
uation and at that time are free 
to v return to civilian nursing or 
to express their preference for 
Army or Navy. 

To these girls, Oak Knoll offers 
all its vast resources for super- 
vised study: Through clinics and 
conferences here, their previous 
preparation will be. supple- 
mented; conditions and injuries 
especially prevalent among Navy 
men will be given special empha- 
sis. as will training in ward ad- 
• ! ministration. A general study of 
Naval traditions and discipline 
will be pursued, and it is ru- 
mored that excuses from mili- 

I tary drill will be meted out with 
appalling stinginess. 

These things all point to the 
day when the Navy Department 
will have completed its evalua- 
tion of their work as Cadet 
Nurses, and already we are wish- 
ing them “Happy graduation!”* 

Waves Sponsor Opening 
Dance in Auditorium 

The first dance held in the new 
ommunity Service Auditorium 
was sponsored May 6; 1944, by 
he Wayes. Th‘ e energetic Waves 
f 3 ed tlle au( litorium with a 
th 1 '[ e arr ay of decorations and 
dance was a merry success. 

Mavi« S l aUon orchestra, with 
Maxine Segner and Jeff Van Pelt 

th P m Ured vocali sts, furnished 

ceeri rvf C fl B ° b Beauc hemin em- 
c< * d the floor show. 

0^T°r! the evenin e included 

c orpsmen ring ’ Wave officers ’ 

Patient’ ™ anne guards - and 
Patients and civilians. 


WE THANK YOU, SIR! 



Capt. Arthur H. Dearing (MC) USN 

Five weeks ago, we received from the office of the Commanding 
Officer, the newspaper of another Naval hospital. Neatly written, 
it was a sturdy, attractive publication. Clipped to it was the brief, 
pencilled note, bearing the initials of Captain Dearing, “Why can’t 
we have a paper like this?” 

Since that day. Captain Dearing’s interest and helpful encour- 
agement have taken concrete form in the appearance of this first 
printed number of The Oak Leaf. 

It is a bare beginning, but it is a beginning. The first step being 
made, we look forward to that day when, through hard work, the 
gaining of invaluable experience, and an improving organization, 
we shall find in The Oak Leaf box one of our own publications with 
a note, bearing the same initials, “This is what I mean.” 


New Amphitheatre 
Scheduled for 
July Opening 

The patients and personnel of 
Oak Knoll are in for a treat 
when our new amphitheatre 
opens on or around July 10th for 
here will be entertainment in 
style and comfort. The founda- 
tion is rapidly taking shape, giv- 
ing a hint of its size and facili- 
ties. Located on the terrace di- 
rectly opposite the central sup- 
ply building and surrounded by 
clumps of shade trees, it will 
soon be the center of stage ac- 
tivities on the compound, boast- 
ing a setup which will include 
space for the erection of a box- 
ing ring, a projection room for 

(Continued on Page 3, Col, 1) 


Oak Leaf Correspondent 
Scoops Receiving Room 
Conhdentials! 

If you have a missing aunt, 
uncle, cousin, mother, brother or 
just an old buddy-buddy, take 
your problem to Oak Knoll’s all 
for one and one for all detective 
agency, otherwise known as the 
Receiving Room, hub of Oak 
Knoll’s seething activity. 

Through these portals pass 
every patient who was ever in- 
terned in this hospital. They 
keep a record of where you are, 
who you are, why you are, and 
how you are. 

The unsung heroes and hero- 
ines of this little office opposite 
Personnel, lower deck, in the Ad- 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) 


Hero of Two Wars 
Now at Hospital 

Chief O’Riley Here 
After 32 Years’ Duty 

A most unassuming hero of two 
world wars is one of the many 
notables now at Oak Knoll. John 
P. O’Riley, CSF, Ward 62-B, 
holds the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for service in World 
War I, and recently received 
the Purple Heart after being 
injured on the aircraft carrier 
Hornet. 

The chief, who served on the 
Hornet when the carrier was 
dive-bombed by the Japs, is very 
proud of his long years of mili- 
tary service and admits ruefully 
he hasn’t enough room on his 
uniform to wear the eight gold 
hash-marks he is entitled to for 
32 years’ duty. 

The Congressional Medal of 
Honor was awarded the chief for 
his part in rescuing 1,100 mem- 
bers of the famous Rainbow 
Division surrounded by the Ger- 
mans. Attached to the Rainbow 
group as a pilot and machine 
gunner, he was one of the vol- 
unteers who successfully maneu- 
vered a “Flying Jenny” out of 
the entrapped position to notify 
the American command of the 
peril of the troops. Reinforce- 
ments were sent and the Ameri- 
cans were able to break out of 
the German trap. 

The chief began his military 
career as a private in the Army, 
transferring to the Army Air 
Corps when it was first formed. 
As a gunner and pilot of “Fly- 
ing Jennys,” he engaged Ger- 
man aircraft in several battles 
and boasts the proud record of 
three enemy planes shot down. 
On one mission over German 
territory in the last war, O’Ril- 
ey’s pilot was killed; the plane 
crashed and the chief taken 
pi isoner, a situation entitling 
him to six weeks in a German 
prison camp. 

In addition to the Purple Heart 
and the Congressional Medal of 
Honoi , the chief’s decorations 
include the Flying Cross of 
World War I, the Presidential 
Unit Citation, and numerous 
marksmanship awards. 

(Continued on Page 3, Col 4 > 
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To those who have just arrived . . . this edition of Th, Dnh 

dev{ro Sinil,ly an ° ther neWSpa P er - Good or bad, colorful or dull 
clever or unimaginative, ,t is, essentially, just another newssheet. ’ 

„ P? t i * 1 °A e 1 A 1 ! 0 ’ f ™ m th<eir posts op bedposts here . . have 
watched Old Man Moon complete one full maneuver, this edition 
is something new. At long last, there has come to Mike Mimeo- 
giaph a much-deserved rest; and upon the shoulders of Pete Press 
now lodges the responsibility of producing the goods . . . con- 
spicuously, the signs of changing times! 

1 o those who have witnessed the inner changes . . and the 
growth of our little town over the better part of a year, this edi- 
tion lepresents ii still more significant story. Its appearance fulfills 
tor this hospital a real need . . . both from the standpoint of 

Rugged Practicality and from that of our Personal and Public 
Pride. 

To those members of the Oak Leaf staff . . . both past and 

PIT?®™-, wh ° have fou S ht the Sood fight, petting and pampering 
Old Mike Mim with everything but Old Irish and cod liver oil. 
it means the most. 

It means . . . more work. It means . . . harder work 
because it must be better work. It means ... a larger staff 
because our purpose is to represent all groups in our midst. It 
means that the news we print must be news better selected, more 
carefully and colorfully written; and it means that YOU can help 
us publish an increasingly respectable paper by your contributions 
of news, tips, and constructive criticism. 


The Mother’s Day Rose 

Why this rose upon my coat? 

You ask me that, my lad? 

It’s just a memory, son, 

Of the best friend I ever had. 

One who toiled both night and morn, 
One whose work was never done, 

One who shared my every pain — 

She always shared my fun. 

/ 

In me she knew there was no wrong, 

I was her pride and joy; 

For me she lived, for me alone: 

I was her baby boy. 

And when at last she’s called to rest, 
Having filled her task of love, 

I’ll pray to Him to let me live, 

So I may meet her in the skies above! 


FRANK L. DELUSE, MoMMl c. 


Local Sailor Lunches on 
Razor Blades and Glass! 

Yes, Daniel V. Stowe, S2/c, in 
Ward 41 -A, finds these things 
very appetizing. Broken light 
globes, old razor blades, burning 
paper, and lighted cigarettes are 
among the articles eaten by Mr. 
Stowe. 

Stowe hails from Ecalante, 
Utah. He is twenty years old and 
has been eating glass and other 
articles since he saw it done at 
a circus at the age of eight. “Just 
a hobby of mine,” he said. “Never 
bragged much on it, just enter- 
tained friends and done a few 
amateur shows.” 

When asked how it was done, 


he remarked, “It’s no secret, any-' 
one can do. it; you just have to 
get used to it! People are afraid 
of things that don’t even exist. < 
Fire isn’t hot and razors aren’t, 
sharp if you handle ’em right.” 

Stowe is a patient, indeed, but 
his diagnosis has nothing to do 
with the junk he has eaten. He 
was overseas for nearly a year. 
He was asked to prove his state- 
ments, so he immediately ate the 
cigarette he was smoking with- 
out snuffing jt out. “A food short- 
age will never bother me, but I 
got to stop eating metal and 
save it for the war effort;” he 
said, swallowing the hot-tipped 
cigarette. 


To the present staff . . . the new Oak Leaf means all these 
things; but MOST OF ALL it means that we have behind us our 
Commanding Officer, who believes in what we are trying to do and 
in what we hope to give you. 

To Captain A. H. Dearing must go the credit for making these 
things possible. The printed Oak Leaf has become a reality be- 
cause, and exactly because, he first conceived the idea of its pub- 
lication and then granted us such necessary but hard-to-get essen- 
tials as an increased staff and an adequate appropriation of funds. 


For these reasons ... it is with simple but very sincere thanks 
that we dedicate to our Commanding Officer . . . the new Oak Leaf. 


Navy Beans . . . 

Are you nervous in the ser- 
vice? Do you feel full after a 
heavy meal? Are you troubled 
by legal matters? Do you want 
to make a will, inherit a fortune 
or have your signature notar- 
ized? 

If you do — then Oak Knoll has 
just what you’re looking for. 

Tucked away in a corner of 
the Record and Personnel Office 
is Miss Claire Martini, Notary 
Public. Reasonable rates, hours 
0800 to 1630, signatures witnessed 
while you wait. 

Bring your troubles to Miss 
Martini; if she can’t help you, 
then Mr. Anthony’s your only 
hope. 


Divine Services 

Catholic: 

Chaplains G B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 063*0, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 

Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman. A. Schmitt, 
J. M. Whallon. Ext. 261. 

Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic)— 1030. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study (Thursday in Chapel) — 1800 
Jewish; 

Chaplain H Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send In names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains' office for information. 


THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 


From somewhere there comes 
the story of an artist. His ambi- 
tion was to paint the Most Beau- 
tiful Thing in the World. From 
his home studio, masterpieces 
had burst into fulness, but none 
satisfied his deepest yearnings. 
So he went on a long journey to 
find this Most Beautiful Thing 
in the World. One day he met 
a saintly old fellow who told him 
that in any church of any creed 
he would find the Most Beauti- 
ful Thing. It was FAITH. But 
it could never be painted. 

So the search continued; he 
met a happy young bride who j 
assured him this Most Beautiful 
Thing was LOVE. But this, too, 
could not be painted. Finally, 
months later, a soldier declared, 
“The Most Beautiful Thing Is 
PEACE.” 

“All these things,” lamented 
the artist, “can never be cap- 
tured for the canvas,” and he 
returned home convinced of his i 
failure. 

As he arrived at last at the 
queer little gate of his home, his 
heart leaped in uncontrollable 
joy. His search was ended. There 
in the dancing eyes of his chil- 
dren was the FAITH; there in 
the patient, endearing smiles of 
his wife shone the light of 


unquenchable LOVE, a love J 
strengthened by struggles . and 1 
sacrifices shared and sweetened 
by tears; and here within this - 
house was the PEACE the sol- 
dier yearned for. So now the 
I artist painted the picture of the 
Most Beautiful Thing in the 
World. 

And he called it HOME. 

* * * 

You who have come back to 
us from places you might never 
have returned from, tell me ONE 
STORY . . . that the best thing 
in the world is HOME; that 1 
more than anything else, you , 
want a home of your own where 
you can have and give the best 4 
things in life. 

Whether you have that home i 
already and The One to go home L 
to, or whether it is still a dream, j 
one thing is sure: the person 
that tomorrow you will be. you 
are today becoming. The .vay 
you spend every hour, every eve- j 
ning, every liberty night, is so 
desperately important that it j 
cannot be measured. 

Today . . . and tonight, we are j 
building ... or destroying our 
best dream . . . tomorrow’s j 
HOME. 

CHAPLAIN WHALLON. 


Saturday, 13 May, 1044 
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Scuttlebutt 



Zat You, Moe? 

Orchids to Evans! He really 
deserves them. After all it is a 
long walk all the way up to 63-B, 
and in such hot weather, too! . . . 
The dental department seems to 
6e cupid’s official headquarters. 
Another wedding from there 
brings the total up to four. . . . 
Attention Boys (not wolves): 
Twenty-five Waves are expected 
here from Bethesda around the 
middle of the month. Let’s give 
’em a hearty welcopie . . . And 
how! . . . The first of a series of 
“Square-dances” was held May 
3 at the Club House. You should 
have seen the bevy of beauties 
clothed in civvies. Who said they 
were Waves? No, no, not that!! 

. . . Oh Maw-w-w-tha! ! Why 
don’t you give Beauchemin a 
few lessons in ironing? We hear 
you have the magic touch. 

A Plea from the Postman 

Are you pen-tied when you try 
to write? Are you self-conscious 
when exposed to a blank page? 
Don’t be that way, folks. Relax, 
and you will write a better letter. 

The point of this lesson is 
simply to advise people to write 
shorter and more cheerful let- 
ters home. Don’t gripe, don’t 
grouse when you write home. 
Your family and your- community 
are proud you are in military 
service. Organize your facts be- 
fore you write your letters. If 
you find you are writing dis- 
couraging letters, tear them up. 
Be Spartan! Write them over 
again. 


Receiving Room 

(Continued from Page 1. Col. 3) 

ministration building, perform 
many deeds daily, outside and 
beyond the call of duty. 

' For instance, if you report to 
the Officer of the Day for sick 
call, one of the receiving room 
staff stands by and assists the 
doctor whether it’s an examina- 
tion or a suture job. 

They administer minor first 
aid and listen to your little prob- 
lems in the process— even have 
a hand-holding expert. Just ask 
for Church. 

When a patient is brought to 
the hospital, the first place he 
goes is to the receiving room, ex- 
cept in the case of large convoys 
and emergency cases. In these 
two instances rough admission 
slips are filled out and sent down 
by the ward. 

The patient is assigned to a 
ward by the Officer of the Day 
and his life’s history is taken 
down by one of the hard work- 
ing corpsmen from this “we 
never Close” organization. 

The Bible of the Receiving 
Room is the Admission Book, 
which is now in its sixth edition. 
Every name is entered in the 
book, alphabetically and also 
under the date of admission. 
R. Sexton, HAl/c, reigns supreme 
over this department and she 
can remember almost every 
name she enters. 

Commander-in-Chief of the 
agency is Steve Wheeler. PhM2/c, 
ably assisted by R. Larsen, “Rum 
and Maple” Melamed, A. J. Mc- 
Creight on Swing Shift and F. H. 
“Call Me Spanky” Dyer on 
Graveyard. 

All fooling aside, they’re really 
a hard-working bunch — just ask 
them. 


New Amphitheatre 

(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 

the showing of movies, and 
ample room for stage shows and 
reviews. The seating capacity is 
geared to the popularity of this 
type of entertainment with 3500 
seats arranged in three gradu- 
ated tiers, giving all spectators 
a full view of the stage. The cost 
w construction, placed at $35,- 
ooo Will be more than worth it. 
See you there on opening night! 


Off the Bookshelf 

Main Library hours: 0800-2100; 
Sunday, 1200-2100. Branch Li- 
brary hours, 77 A: 0900-1600, 
Monday-Fridav. 

The new branch library in 77A 
is now open for business. It will 
be handy for you folks that eat 
at the upper chow halls. 

Have you ever thought about 
rereading some of those books 
that were required in grade or 
high school? Many were worth 
reading again and again and we 
have many of them on our 
shelves, such as “Call of the 
Wild,” “Oliver Twist” and “Treas- 
ure Island.” 

For you readers that feel de- 
pressed or blue, we have several 
copies of Mary Lasswell’s “Suds 
in your Eye” . . . said to be a 
tonic for the times. It involves 
two widows, an old maid, a sailor 
and barrels of beer and fun, to 
make it a popular book for both 
male and female readers. 

Let us help you get that book 
you have been wanting to read. 
If it’s not on our shelves at the 
time give us your name and we 
will call you when it comes in. 


The Red Cross Roster 

Last week 63A had another of 
its lively parties. Feature of the 
occasion was the recordings 
made of the rousing song-fest; 
vocals were supplied by the EN- 
tire company, while the gifted 
Sammy Ford, temporarily bor- 
rowed from 72A, obliged in his 
always delightful manner on the 
ivories. 

Notable arrangements were the 
snappy rendition of “Pistol Pack- 
in’ Mama” by the Playboy Quar- 
tet, and “Mairzy Doats,” soloed 
by Miss Pierce of the Nurses’ 
Corps, with all of 63 driving in 
hard on the chorus. Ford, stew- 
ard’s mate in the Coast Guard, 
had his own band before enter- 
ing the service. For the party he 
recorded several of his composi- 
tions, including the groovy “Oak 
Knoll Stomp” . . . you should 
hear it! . . . and “Diggin’ the 
Gravel.” 

* * * 

Gray Ladies are now doing 

sewing on Friday and Saturday 
mornings in the Gray Lady room. 
This should make it easier for 
many of those lovers of the 
week-end liberty cruise. 

* * * 

String and wrapping paper, I 
easy to get when you’ve got 

plenty, and unobtainable when 
you need them, are now available 
in the Red Cross reception office. 

“Hell, yes,” said the devil pick- 
ing up the telephone. 


Chief O’Riley 




(Continued from Page 1, Col. 4) 

‘This Is a fine hospital here, 
said Chief O’Riley, “and I have 
had wonderful care by all mem- 
bers of the staff. I want to get 



back to some kind of duty as I 
feel I can still do something to 
help win final victory.” 

If you talk to the chief, you 
will realize he has what it takes 
to win battles. 


AESCULAP1AN ACORNS 

Your New York correspondent was asked to switch assignments 
at the last minute and cover the weekly Indoctrination Lectures 
for Medical Officers instead of the good old night club beat. So 
here goes. 

It seems like old times. A good anoxic atmosphere, doctors fast 
asleep here and there, someone on the band stand beating it out 
two to the bar, and hardly anyone paying any attention to the 
entertainment. 

But when the Black Widow arrived — ah, the interest revived. 
And stat. The bottle was passed. Lieutenant Commander Redden’s 
stirring remarks about sheets and balances were forgotten. And 
the meeting broke up in customary disorder. 

***** * 

The Judge was adamant. 

The Plastic Surgeon (not The Greatest Plastic Surgeon in the 
World, but a pretty darn good one) was doing 35 miles an hour 
in a 25 mile zone. 

The alibi was good. He was on his way to see an ailing member 
of his family. He had just left an important meeting of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons at the Fairmont Hotel. His mind was awhirl with 
Surgical Progress and ailing kin. 

But . . . no doubt with the Circus Lounge and the Officers Club 
in his suspicious mind, the adamant judge, the stern and impar- 
tiai arm of the law, insisted that the good M.G. drive all the wav 
across the Bay and visit his Juridical Dispensarium. 

****** 

Another week, our dashing Captain in charge of Medical Sci- 
ence Improvements and Alterations, told us how to make Friends 
and Influence Survey Boards. His energy in running down medical 
enigmas is equafled only by the gusto with which he braves the 
Boulevard Traffic at regular intervals. 6 

Just to show how swiftly he acts, we read in the column of 
th^ S R^ gg Ulg . co . ntemporary the Oakland Bugle and Daily Tribune 
^ atlVe Albert E - Carter announced Naval approval 

of a $22,500 appropriation for alterations in the Officers Club and 
Mess at Oak Knoll Hospital. So perhaps there wilFbe a comfort 
able chair on the compound after all. 

THE RAMP TRAMP. 
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Former Ring Champion 
Offers to Bring Pro 
Fight Card Here 

Ken Overlin, BM2c, Middle 
Weight Champion of the World 
in 1940 and 1941, has currently 
been a patient on Ward 79A. 
Upon meeting the ex-champ for 
the first time, you can easily 
understand why he was a tough 
customer to tangle with and why 
he eventually hit the top notch j 
and stayed there for two years. 
We found him not only a ring 
champion but a most congenial 
gentleman. Perhaps this begins 
to explain his accomplishments 
as a Washington, D. C., radio 
commentator before rejoining 
the Navy. 

Overlin began his fistic career | 
while serving a first hitch in the i 
Navy. His first title, the All-Navy 
Championship, won in 1934, was j 
the stepping stone to. a brilliant 
career. It was while starting as ! 
a professional in Pittsburgh that 
Overlin often used Billy Conn as 
sparring partner. In 1937 Overlin 
battled in Berlin, Paris, London, 
and Australia. Ken has fought 
in all but three states, claiming 
a preference for New York, but 
asserts that all cities are the 
same if a boxer is producing. 

By defeating Ceferino Garcia 
in New York in 1940, Overlin won 
the Middleweight Championship. 
Looking back over the list of 
notables who have been chal- 
lengers for this crown, the ex- 
perienced eye immediately spots 
such names as Mickey Walker, 
Johnny Apostolli, and Red Steele. 
However, Overlin claims without 
hesitation that the toughest op- 
ponent he ever crossed gloves 
with was “Red” Larkin, the 
colored Californian. 

Being 34, Overlin doesn’t plan 
to return to the active ring but 
plans staying with the game as a 
trainer. However, it is to his 
credit that he has continued to 
box since being back in the ser- 
vice for the purpose of maintain- 
ing morale. 

The most interesting subject 
brought up in our talk with the 
former champion was his plan 
proposing to provide the Hos- 
pital with a top notch fight card. 
He declares that he would fur- 
nish everything but the ring. 
The fighters, including a feature 
bout between Overlin and a 
strong opponent, would be pro- 
fessionals. 

There are many obstacles but 
we will do everything possible to 
bring the compound this show. 
Meanwhile thanks, Ken Overlin, 
for your genuine, enthusiastic 
interest. We have known celebri- 
ties here who have done every- 
thing possible to avoid contribut- 
ing. It's good to know you. 


Bob Hope says that the job of 
the Shore Patrol is to keep sailors 
from getting as tight as their 
pants. 


The Ruthless Truth 


by Penberthy 



Wave Sports 

It’s here!! The zootiest outfit 
around, the whackiest wave of 
women to hit the headlines for 
a long time — the Waves' softball 
team!! 

Captained by Corky Walthers, 
who was injured during the first 
league game May 2, the girls 
proved themselves in a practice 
game with Mare Island two 
weeks ago, trimming them 16 to 
7. Not satisfied with that, they 
again took the lead in the first 
league encounter and won over 
Mare Island to the tune of 11 
to 6. 

As things stand now, the team 
will play a league game every 
Tuesday night, with at least a 
couple of practice games during 
the week. “We have the makings 
of a pretty fair team,” declares 
Coach Wally Still, SpA2/c, who 
is convinced the league cham- 
pionship is not out of reach. 
“However, with Walthers out in 
the first game after a tough jolt 
sliding into second, and with 
Emerick laid up with a bad fin- 
ger, things aren’t starting out so 
well,” he continued. 

Still and Wave Ensign Perry 
are in charge of the team, which 
is as yet unnamed. Members of 
the squad include: D. J. Hatch- 
field, L. Hodgeson, M. Emerick, 

G. Minott, J. Dennison K. Fehr, 
A. Young, M. Segner, N. Entri- 
ken, M. Ware, A. B. Siegman, 
Wodjek, Mirto, Weidle, and Cap- 
tain Corky Walthers. 


Intra-Station Rivalries 

Staff Personnel Blasts 
Transportation, 14 to 0 

Monday, 1 May: Ace Whitmer 
pitches his first shut-out of 
year; Staff Personnel opens up 
potential powerhouse, white- 
washing an undermanned 
Transportation team, 14 to 0. 
Whitmer sparkles, allowing but 
three hits, all coming in the 
third. Personnel gives outstand- 
ing support, at times brilliant, 
as Office Boys play their first 
errorless game. 

The season’s largest turn-out 
was on hand. Great! With the 
improving weather, let’s hope 
even more will wander down and 

enjoy the games. 

* * # 

Commissary No. 2 Topples 
Staffmen, 4 to 1 

Carl Wingo turns in masterful 
two-hitter. To Wingo’s effort, 
Jack Beaver couples triple and 
single; combination too much for 
Staff Personnel who bite dust to 
tune of 4 to 1. Wingo whiffs four, 
while brother Beaver knocks in 
all four Commissary’s runs. 

Staffmen threaten twice in 
late stages, leaving three stal- 
warts astride the sacks in the 
sixth; in the seventh, two ducks 
are left swimming. 

Personnel lays claim to first 
double play of season, on a 
sparkler from Russell to Peter- 
son to Kent. 


Up to sixteen a lad is a Boy 
Scout. After that he’s a girl 
scout. 


Saturday, 13 May, 1944 

Oaks Shut Out Supply 
Depot Under Arcs, 4 to 0 

Malone Yields 2 Hits 

On May 2, the USNH soft- 
ballers proved their ability to 
play brilliant night ball by de- ; 
feating Naval Supply Depot un-l 
der the lights, 4 to 0. It was Ma- ’ 
lone all the way with a dazzling 1 
pitching performance, as he 
twirled a thrilling two-hit shut- 
out. 

His first pitch was poked for a 
single, after which not another 
man reached first until, the sec- 
ond enemy single in the sixth. 
Master all the way, the post- ’ 
man showed more tricks than a 
magician. 

•While the Oaks displayed some 
fine, timely hitting, including : 
another home run by Concan- • 
non, it was their team play and 
versatile fielding which domi- 
nated. The club is looking like a * 
stronger outfit with each game 
and has definitely found the 
spirit that makes it look mce 

and more like a real winner. 

* * * 

The Oaks were dealt a couple- 
of stiff blows last week by the 
loss of two of its regulars for ! 
good, shortstop Lu.cas and fir$t- 
sacker Lefty Gibbons. However, 
Shorty Barbaro filled in ade- 
quately for Lucas against the 
Supply Depot, while - Ed Fioren- 
tino, a newcomer from Sampson,' 
N. Y., appears slated to replace 
Gibbons. 


“Intrepid” Sunk, 6 to -0 

May 5. Anderson slashes out 
homer as Oaks topple “U.S.S. 
Intrepid” outfit, 6 to 0. Three 
hits off Malone. 


* PLAY GOLF??? 

The Mud-hookers who know 
. . . declare that the Lake Chabot 
C.C. offers its layout to all com- ' 
ers with 35 cents, a little energy, 
and a bag of clubs. Or you can 
rent the latter for two bits. Dis- 
tance: 3 miles. 

The Sequoyah C.C. is available 
to officers for one thin cabbage 
leaf. Clubs go for 75 cents and it 
is only 1.2 miles from the Main 
Gate. 


Jim: “A woman’s greatest at- 
traction is her hair.” 

Jack: “I say her eyes.” 

John: “I say her teeth.” 

Jeff: “What’s the use of otr 

sitting here lying to each other? ’ 
♦ * * 

A tough Army sergeant spot- 
ted a yardbird leaning against 
the guardhouse puffing a cigar? 

ette. ■ 

“Can’t you read that sign^ *r| 
front of you? That says ® 
smoking,’ ” he roared. 

The rookie looked at him sa_' " 
ly. “Sergeant,” he replied, 1 
could reafi that sign, I’d be m 

the Navy now.” 

* * * 

That’s all, folks! 
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Leaves Explained 
b Special Order 
By Commandant 
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Nv w pegul ■ it| ik rdl ’■ i 
\m\«t for" the &i*M and patients 
<nf Oak mr, :-ll vert* is aed by fi» 
commandant* office in a apeetai 

ndter of May 4 

feUff perwanel with Je» than 
•>o # -m oi ae ■ it* duty will not b* 
?jj 'J. red f : have except in 
etr.rrj. rw - B wever. staff p«r- 
*ai who have returned from 
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ha If da?' $ per month of their ficrv- 
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laavt f 30 day* being allowed 
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Lea-.** to get married are mat 
an »a&er*eax > and may be duap- 
p : av a if personnel have mm had 
one year's service. 

N ‘ more than J per c«al of 
rnLto i staff personnel teclud- 
'ng WAVES may be on leave at 



Ship s Service Profits 
Returned Via Local 
Welfare Fund 


Ship'B Service, catering to the 
material needs of staff and per- 
sonnel. is one of the busiest ac- 
tivities at Oak Knoll To take care 
of purchases of all who crowd 

average of 70 civilian employee. 

m . c * af Ail a_ ^ -nl •*. *■ 



work from 0900 to 2100 each day 
The hungry crowds who elbow 
their way to seats at Ship's Serv- 
ice soda fountain consume an 
average of 1.300 gallons of ice 
cream a month , drink around BOO 
gallons of milk to their favorite 
milk shakes and put away about 
4.300 pints of milk as a beverage 
— n the period of a month 

The steady coffee drinkers have 
drunk up to a maximum of 2,000 
eups of their choice beverage to a 
day. while 3 000 sandwiches have 
been eaten by snack -eaters over 


ifc* 83 ta 4 r« atunm wtu> arrive* fc*r* tki* mmii) to I 
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SrUt Hants CJUtrrwun Wait ha KarrUh 

Gatkrw 
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Captain A H Deanng. was 
awarded the Legion of Merit 
medal for ’exceptionally men- 


£,~" Old-Style D.nce. Proving Cept. Deering Recipient of 

P- . ..’. r-r-*r,v-d from local ac- Popular Weekly Event 

t . -tod ships u the vicinity Get on the ftoor and tear i wn 
' b i be rra, ' 4 it ,v- except ** ^ w cail J all 

*%. * toe talto wu* e a dittoes hand.,, particularly you ladies, to 

.... . ' ; attend the weekly series of old- . 1 — - 1 BL-J 

* * *£**** UlM ^* 01 aRsne " style dances held every Wednes- turious service” as force medical 

ir JvZ'^i -. ..- , day at the Community Audlio- on Admiral W F Halsey s 

t T iiP !^Lr h i e ! m m rtum tram 3030 *<> 2300 »uff during Lhe period from June 

These dances are proving quIu 1* 1»42 u* Dec lg 1(H3 
popalar Tb- dances formerly The award was made to San 
■t S ZnT d U held at the Clubhouse, have been Francisco by Capt Earl R Shipp, 

f r ' " /■' I , »» attended that they vtU assistant commandant of 

a-: r - w iah NlVil ““ I 

■« ' *rt d : , ea; may be ‘ ^ ,X4' TrJZSl fSlf* 

•tolled ;m<lx* -.hr pa ar.t .. t 

f ar • s» kraMBi ° weftS - OM • h who la one of the 


Award for Medical Work 

On May 12, our commandant activities to the near future by 


ruckeU? > mil out around 213,000 
bottles of Coca Cola each month 
from the 126 machines stationed 
around the compound. 

Li £ L Merkel, officer to 
charge of Ship’s Service, an- 
nounces plans for expansion of 


opening a cobbler shop and In- 
stalling a two-chair barber shop 
in one of the corpsmen’s btrrtdh. 
And of interest to the ladles, Lt 
Merkel will soon have another 
operator to the beauty shop 
AH pro his of Ships Service, r.v 
oejrt a certain portion retained fo: 
working capital, are available to 
the the Welfare and Recreation Fund 
Part of the construction cost of 



According to the citation, Cap- the new swimming pool is being 
tain Dtsrtnc outstandingly per- met from auch funds Movies 
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Huttos in South PactfU; urea> I 
1 he Leg> in of Mer:' is one more 
h ionr accorded Captain Deartoii 
tot to. year* or ouutomlliic mn* 
^ to the Navy smee 1917 Tu u 
it suggest 3 tiii- story of leadership. 
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nickels and dunes rung up to 
Ship s Service cash register* Not 
to mention The Oak l eaf 

» fn'rvice profits are uL-o 
used for other worthy purpose*' 
Fur instance thr iinolrom ie*e n t- 
iy laid ic tl-e Auditorium lobby 
* a., paid for by Ship's Service 
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mai ugemem raprt^ nti a divi- 
dend to patrons of Ship j^tvi * 
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Masters-at-arms are usually 
considered to be a species of hu- 
manity animated by reflex ac- 
tions and a certain degree of in- 
telligence. This is the opinion of 
certain members of. v the navy 
who, in civilian life, wore 
turned-up shoes, linen duster 
coats, 50 gallon hats, checkered 
coats and hair styling by Fran- 
cois. These people sometimes in- 
sult the uniform by wearing out- 
rageous creations and then gripe 
because some M. A. A., with 
homicide in his mind, grabs him 
by his Cuban heels and heaves him to the 0. 0. D. 

Of course, some M. A. A.’s are rugged. They have to be. But 
when somebody wants to ease into a good spot in the chow line 
to keep a hot engagement with a subtle Y ave, who then acts as 
his paternal godfather? Who keeps the hep cats and slick chicks 
from burning the oil when a decent man wants to sleep ? And how 
about the M. A. A.’s who soothe things when a few of the more 
sophisticated come home after a night ( ?) of revel and wend 
their uncertain way in the direction of some sleeping gent who is 
mad anyway because he has the watch ? 

Here are some of the sights which make an M. A. A. s hair rise : 
Hollywood sailors with one ear ring, a chameleon fox jewelry, flat 
hat at 90 degree angle, a flying jacket, dungaree pants, cowboy 
boots, a brown mai’ine shirt and side burns to match. Such a speci- 
men actually wandered in the sunshine two days before anybody 
knew he was in the Navy. 

The M. A. A.’s of any station always have a hard job. I hen- 

duties are sometimes unpleasant. So when you see an M. A. A. 

hat, because 


Mustering Out Pay 
Given Discharged 
Personnel Here 

All service personnel receiving 
a discharge from active duty “un- 
der honorable conditions” receive 
an initial $100 mustering-out pay 
before leaving the compound. The 
money is paid by special check at 
the Disbursing Office to dis- 
charged personnel who are re- 
quired to give the Personnel Of- 
fice their civilian addresses. 

As soon as a person’s discharge 
papers are completed, the Person- 
nel Office makes up a form card 
for mustering-out pay. If the dis- 
charged person is entitled to more 
than $100 mustering-out pay, the 
balance is paid in two monthly in- 
stallments, the money being sent 
by check to the given civilian ad- 
dress by the Bureau of Supply and 
Accounts. 


Oak Knoll’s First 
Original Play 
Opens May 29 


plodding after some swab or marine, square your hat, Deeau 
maybe you won’t go on liberty. A. Buccei-m. 


The Red Cross Roster 


Regardez! The Gray Ladies 
Corps has been swelled from 100 
to 138 workers, and patients may 
count on improved service soon. 

The ward program is making 
headway, thanks to initiative of 
bed patients The 7 6 - B boys 
thrive on guessing games; the 
password on 60-A and B is Bingo; 
63-A goes for dramatic charades 
and recording popular songs, 
while music and musical quizzes 
are proving popular on 74-B. 


Lt. Swanson Leaves for 
New Post in South 


Recently Arrived 

Staff Members: Miss Martha 


Smiley, formei'ly of California 
Public Health Asso., psychiatric 
social worker; Miss Kathryn 
Reed, formerly of Long Beach 
Naval Hospital, medical social 

worker. ^ _ 

Staff Aides: Miss Dorothy Ga- 

brielson, formerly in the Los An- 
geles Red Cross office; Mrs. Helen 
Siders, wife of an overseas Naval 
officer; Miss Helen Rivolta, for- 
merly of the Pacific Overseas Air 
Service Command; Miss Jane 
Curtis, recently of Presidio staff. 


It is with real regret that we 
suddenly find one of our best- 
liked friends no longer with us. 
Lt. (j. g.) Carl Swanson, biologist 
and botanist extraordinaire, was 
recently ordered to new fields of 
conquest as Educational Officer. 
His departure leaves Lt. (j. g.) 
John Payne in charge of the Edu- 
cational Services Program. The 
best of everything, Lieutenant! 

— $ 


Jewish Consecration 
Service 


Chaplain Straus has informed 
us that there will be a special 
service on 11 June at 1100, to be 
held in the Temple Sherith Israel 
at Webster and California Streets 
in San Francisco. This Consecra- 
tion service is especially offered 
to those men and women of the 
armed forces who in their early 
lives either did not have the op- 
portunity or were unable to avail 
themselves of the opportunity to 
be confirmed or Bar Mitzvah. 


Divine Services 


Waves, sailors and one lone 
“Gyrene” have slung their hats 
onto the stage to present Oak 
Knoll with its first original 
drama. 

It’s an original, written by Pfc. 
Uris, and directed by PhM3 c 
Mayfield and Uris. There is a swell 
cast lined up, with two of the 
compound’s foremost cuties, Bob- 
bie Silvester and Pat Connell. 

Our theater scouts say the play 
is a real side-splitter. What hap- 
pens when two daughters of an 
army colonel are in love, one with 
a marine and the other with a 
sailor? 

Don’t miss “Situation Out oi 
Hand,” May 29, at the Central 
Auditorium. 


a 

d 


Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 063*0, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 

Protestant : 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. Schmitt, 
J. M. Whallon. Ext. 261. 

Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic)— 1030. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study (Thursday in Chapel) — 1800. 
Jewish: 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 


Officer Weds in 
Oak Knoll Chapel 

Pharmacist H. E. Van Hoore- 
beck, staff personnel officer, was 
married May 10 to Miss Margaret 
De Wulf in Oak Knoll chapel by 
Chaplain George Spiegelhalter. 

Several top-ranking officers, 
including Captains Dearing, Mul- 
ler and Snell, attended the wed- 
ding. Captain Dearing gave the 
bride away. Lt. J. Castleclira, 
NNC, was bridesmaid, with John 
Dea, PhM2/c, serving as best man. 


Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact^ 
the Chaplains* office for information. 



PIN-UP GIRLS ... A great 
amount of magazine and news- 
paper space has been devoted to 
discussion of the value of Pin-up 
Girls to morale. If by promoting 
morale is understood the promo- 
tion and maintaining of the high- 
est degree of efficiency of each 
man in the service in the work as- 
signed to him. Pin-up Girls may 
play a contributing role. 

It may surprise you to find your 
chaplain going all-out for Pin-up 
Girls. Now get me straight. I don’t 
think you’re playing a smai't 
game when you pin up some pic- 
ture that is just going to make 
your temptations woi'se and keep 
your mind off your assigned du- 
ties. But I think every service man 
should have some Pin-up Girls. 

For the first Pin-up I would 
suggest your Mother. Put her pic- 
ture right out there for everyone 
to take a look at. Show them the 
kind of Mother who writes to you 
and is proud of you. And looking 
at her picture may help you to re- 
main or become the kind of man 
she hopes and thinks her son is. 

The second Pin-up ought to be 
some fine kid back home. If you’re 
engaged to her, or she’s just the 
girl you like to dance with and 
skate with and go on picnics with, 
that’s swell. But get a wholesome 


picture. Not the swimming suit 
kind. After all, she’s the kind of 
girl you might have married if 
you were back home . . . not the 
amateur substitute for a bur- 
lesque beauty. Her picture will 
help you to recall days that were 
normal and to anticipate the re- 
turn to normal days. 

For the third Pin-up, I recom- 
mend "the most beautiful woman 
that ever lived.” Her face is the 
best known in the world. She had 
everything. Men have loved l.er 
since they were little boys, and 
been better for it. Soldiers wore 
her ribbon on their uniform 
Aviators have earned her picture 
on their planes . . . she happens to 
be Mary, the Mother of God and 
your Mother, too. 

Now let’s see if we can manege 
without pictures of those worm 
who couldn’t make a pancak 
bake Spam or brew coffee, if th* 
outcome *of the war dependet 
upon it. Remember, few of them 
will ever make a husband happ> 
or mother a little son. 

Get your inspiration from th- 
three real Pin-up girls . . • 
Mother, the kind of girl you wouic 
like to be the mother of your chii 
dren and the Mother of God. an< 
of us all. CHAPLAIN CRONIN. 


Saturday, '-7 May. 1 !»44 


Scuttlebutt 


Scene . . O. O. D. s office, time 
2100. Suddenly out 50 the lights! 
Not only in that office but all 
lights in the Ad. Bldg. . . • No, not 
sabotage, just Night Chief M. A 
A. Stanfield playing electrician. 

And who is the tall, striking 
Wave who makes all the gals in 
the barracks come to attention 
and salute her when she meets 
them— Gee. Captain Cross, that’s 
a little rough. 

Interesting . . . Some couples 
stick together thru thick and 
thin, take a look at Quinn and 
Miller. Then there are Ring and 
Strickland, only Strickland 
STILL has a secret admirer. 

Looks like the compound cuties 
have a new dream man — Yes, 
none other than that Michigan 
Lad. Zig Huss! 

The walls of 25 B are still vi- 
brating from the blood curdling 
screams (and unprintable oaths) 
emitted by Sid Levin, when he 
discovered the LIZARD that some 
culprit planted in his sack. Wit- 
nesses state: He should hold the 
world’s record for broad jump. 

A couple of Army Pilots from 
Hamilton Field are invading our 
territory, men, and stealing the 
hearts of two of our most popular 
Waves. Now listen here, Misses 
Porter and Minsk, can’t you at 
least be true to the Navy Blues? 

Note: There would be much 
more if you guys and gals would 
stibmit some material. Box No. 
238 in Ad Bldg.— The Ed. 


T 1! E OAK L E A F 

Work for the Handicapped 
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High Waves 


0600. Hit the deck! A little 

whistle blows, and immediately 
the Waves are up with a cheeiy 
smile for all, ready to take what- 
ever the day has to offer and 
whom are we trying to kid? 

Anyway, they’re all up by 0730 
that is, all except Muriel Arm- 
strong and Bobbie Means. Believe 
it or not they rise, rinse, and run 
in 15 minutes! 

One minute a girl is wise and 
wilful, the next she’s weak and 
willing, and the next she’s wooed 
and won. Take, for example, the 
numerous weddings staged by 
Waves of late: 

Connie Dobbins recited her 
vows with Arthur R. Lucas, PhM 
2 c, on May 2. Hubbie was later 
transferred to the East coast. 
Margaret Steiner and Clarence N. 
Johannes, Pfc, USMC, of Wiscon- 
sin, said “I do” a few weeks ago. 

Eleanor M. Snell, of Des Moines, 
Iowa, became the bride of Corp. 
Paul J. Castracane, USMCR, May 
13, in the Berkeley Episcopal 
Church. 

And which barracks MAA is it 
who says she will be a June bride? 
Here’s a hint: she’s the same one 
who stood on her head at a re- 
cent entertainment in Oakland! 

Closing thought for the day: 

And then there’s the Wave 

Who said with a brave 

“I’ll wear my hat as I please,” 

Who’s now Pal. 

Her name we can’t tell. 

Shame on such Waves as these! 



Well, it looks as if it’s coming 
again. A recrudescence of Noble 
Experiment. O.M.B.-141. O.M.B.- 
140 broke upon us last year. Our 
first spring at Oak Knoll, and Oak 
Knoll’s first spring as a hospital. 
The hospital. Where medical offi- 
cers were doctors first and officers 
second. O.M.B.-140 was the 140th 
assault on the thoracic kyphosis 
and abdominal ptosis of the Med- 
ical Corps of the Expanding Navy. 
They used to line up the docs on 
the old tennis courts and put 
them through all kinds of unnat- 
ural motions, officially designed 
as physical jerks. 

And then came an Alnav hint- 
ing that a live but shapeless doc 
was better than an erect dead 
one. This point is debatable — but 
that must be reserved for another 
essay. At the moment, the issue 
is "When does it begin?” And “Do 
you get a purple heart if you 
throw out a cartilage or dislodge 
a thrombus at Officer’s Military 
Bearing school?” Officers Mehe- 
rin, McAlester and Lower should 
be furnished with an answer. 

* * * 

Why doesn’t the X-ray depart- 
ment see through the nose-and- 
throat. ditto’s frontal assault on 


its humble privilege? With vivi- 
cillin, penicillin, gramicidin, sul- 
fadiazine and golf ruining their 
long established reliable chirur- 
gical trade, they gotta branch out 
into some intellectual diversion 
... or sideline. And what could 
be better than facing our hazy 
future through the shadows on a 
duplitized layer of celluloid? It 
follows good Navy Tradition: If 
there’s a harder way to do it, let’s 
do it that way. 

* * * 

The purple mesembrianthum 
(that’s what our Staff Botanists, 
Throndson & Daniels, call it and 
their spelling is no worse than 
Prof. Dixon & Gallaher’s. Spell- 
ing, we said, not writing. . 
Staff Personnel say that the 
number of man-hours used up by 
Stenographers, Typists, Secre- 
taries, Waves, Corpsmen, Phar- 
macists and Professional Graph- 
ologists trying to decipher the 
thoughts so painstakingly con- 
cealed in secret longhand by cer- 
tain Ward Medical Officers would, 
if properly applied, turn out 200 
gallons of old mash — ) growing 
outside the old B. o. Q. is beauti- 
ful. Why not more of the same 
around the compound? 

—THE RAMP TRAMP. 



Shown operating a hand loom in 
occupational therapy is Pfc. Albert K. 
Conners, with Lt. Frances Nicoll stand- 
ing by. 

Meet the O. O. D. 

The Officer of the Day, like the 
Navy Chaplain, shares the bur- 
dens of the unfortunates. Listen- 
ing to endless tales of woe, he 
must be kind, sympathetic, and 
understanding. Along with his 
professional abilities, he must be 
a master of Navy rules and regu- 
lations. 

Sometimes the activity around 
his desk sounds like a dress re- 
hearsal for the Good Will Hour 
and often he has more problems 
to deal with than the glib Mr. 
Anthony. His office is the nerve 
center of the whole hospital. 

But before we go any further, 
let us look at a few typical ex- 
cerpts from the O. D.’s log. 

0800. Two men brought in by 
shore patrol, one charged 
with being 15 minutes over 
leave. Ordered confined to 
brig on bread and water; the 
other charged with desertion, 
drunkenness, disturbing the 
peace, and assault and bat- 
tery: Reprimanded and given 
two hours extra duty. 

0900. Confiscated liquor 
brought in by Marine Gate 
Guard; turned over to in- 
ternes in ante room for safe- 
keeping. 

0930. Internes turned over to 
Marine Guard for safekeep- 
ing. 

1000. Sol Picerno, PhM3/c, 
came in and said he was wor- 
ried. He dreamed he had been 
eating marshmallows, and 
awoke in morning to find pil- 
low missing. Referred to Dr. 
Runkle for consultation. 

1030. Dr. Runkle reports he had 
similar dream and found 
mattress missing. Doctor and 
corpsmen referred to M. A. 

1100. M. A. turns in chit re- 
questing immediate transfer 
to sea duty. 

And so on, all through the day. 
Thus, we can see the reason so 
many doctors seek the compara- 
tive peace of shot and shell on 
some small island in the South 
Pacific, where only heat, mosqui- 
toes, and a few thousand Japs will 
bother them. 


Occupational Therapy 
Grows to Important 
Unit in Hospital 

Occupational Therapy had a 
modest beginning at Oak Knoll in 
June, 1943. One registered thera- 
pist, one Wave, experienced in 
handicraft, and a small room in 
the rear of the old Waves’ quar- 
ters, comprised the unit. 

As the value of occupational 
therapy for rehabilitation of the 
wounded came to be recognized, 
the department was later moved 
to two workshops in the Physio- 
therapy building. With the excep- 
tion of a few gifts and donations, 
all equipment was hand-made by 
the personnel. Lumber was sal- 
vaged from local construction 
jobs to be converted into tables, 
benches, handlooms and cabinets. 

Occupational therapy now in- 
structs about 20 patients a day in 
leather craft, hand and loom 
weaving, rug-making and wood- 
work. 

The Navy Department, recog- 
nizing the urgent need for an ex- 
pansion of occupational therapy 
facilities, has given Oak Knoll an 
appropriation to convert building 
No 27 into a fully-equipped de- 
partment. When completed, occu- 
pational therapy will offer courses 
in pottery-making and metal- 
craft and will accommodate at 
least four times the present num- 
ber of patients. 

Lt. Frances Nicoll, who is in 
charge of the department, says 
that occupational therapy not 
only is essential in the treatment 
of almost every type of physical 
injury, but that to those recuper- 
ating from mental upset and ner- 
vous exhaustion, it has also 
proved of tremendous value. 

Largest Navy Bill 
Awaits Senate Action 

The largest naval appropria- 
tion bill in history totaling more 
than 31 million dollars, is await- 
ing action in the Senate after be- 
ing passed unanimously by the 
House of Representatives. 

The bill is designed to give the 
United States a fighting armada 
composed of 6,623 vessels, 74,925 
landing craft, and 19,035 operat- 
ing craft. 

This fleet, the largest in the 
world, is expected to be manned 
by a personnel of 3,657,467, in- 
cluding 140,800 women. 

Old-Style Dances 

1 Continued from Page 1 ) 

collection of over 300 records 
which he plays at the dances. 

And incidentally, the old-style 
maestro is looking for some real 
players of “hoedown music.” Any- 
one who plays a fiddle, bass, or 
git box , get in touch with 
Owens. In the near future 
Owens plans to bring in exhibi- 
tion groups to stage some of the 
more intricate square and folk 
dances. 
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Personnel Tops P. O., 2 to 1 

Leo French’s fluke home run 
with one on in the fifth gave Per- 
sonnel a slender victory over Post 
Office recently. What would have 
been merely a single turned out 
to be a home run when the left 
fielder was unable to find the ball 
in the tall weeds. Until then it was 
a pitching duel between Parkin- 
son, who yielded two hits, and 
“Ace” Whitmer who permitted 
three. 

Concannon, who drove in the 
lone P. O. tally with a single in 
the 1st, was later robbed of a sure 
fire homer by a scintillating one- 
handed stab by Bill Anderson, 
Personnel’s sensational out- 
fielder. 

The game was fast and exciting 
from the initial wind-up right 
down to the finish with all fans 
sticking close aboard to see it. 


Station League Formed 

Athletic interest has received 
something of a stimulus through 
the recent formation of a station 
softball league. Following the 
tight game between Personnel 
and the Postmen, Chief Lee re- 
vealed in an exclusive interview 
that an Intra-Station League had 
been decided upon. 

The League will consist of six 
teams: Post Office, Personnel, N. 
P. Techs., Transportation, Com- 
missary, and Marine Detachment. 
As things now stand, that will be 
it, but more teams may be added. 
Each team will play one game a 
week, games being scheduled for 
Mon., Wed., and Fri., with the two 
top teams meeting in a Station 
Playoff as the season’s climax. 


Ship’s Company 
Dance June 3 


Keep June 3 open in your lib- 
erty log for the ship’s company 
dance to be held in the Commu- 
nity Auditorium. The station or- 
chestra will beat out the music for 
all the dancers. And for those who 
don’t dance (we don’t mean wall- 
flowers), maybe you will meet 
some interesting company there. 


Dak Leaf Editor Weds 

Our congratulations to Oak 
jeaf contributing editor .R. C. 
Culbertson on his marriage May 
4 to Alma Oliver of Tulsa, Okla. 
rhe couple were married in Oak 
{noil Chapel by Chaplain J. M. 
Vhallon. Best man was Vincent 
Cassidy, PhMl/c, and the brides- 
naid was Mrs. Roy C. Culbert- 
;on, mother of the groom. 



The Ruthless Truth 


by Penberthy 
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fen losfbv Cadet Nurse K. Rutherford. 
Uadet Nurse’s quarters. 
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Oak Knoll’s Wave softball team 
boasts a average of six wins and 
no losses in league tournament. 

Taking Treasure Island 19-0 on 
May 9, the girls bucked a terrific 
wind, and brought home ten runs 
in the first inning. Hodgeson, 
buddy-buddy known as Hedges, 
pitched a five-inning no-hitter. 
Well, almost. 

Surprise of the game came 
when Coach Wally Still sent in 
“Tex” Ware to relieve Hedges in 
the fifth. Ware, proving Texas has 
what it takes, put on a display of 
fancy pitching which T. I. 
couldn’t take, and finished the 
game with two strike -outs. 

The Waves’ toughest encounter 
of the season was on May 16 with 
the Naval Supply Depot team. 
The score was 4-4 at the end of 
the first inning, with neither 
team able to break the tie until 
the last of the fifth, when a drive 
into center field by Hatchfield 
brought Segner across home plate 
to end the game, 5-4. 

Plenty of action in the field 
made this an outstanding game. 
Third baseman Max Segner made 
some nifty pick-ups. Highlight of 
the evening was first baseman 
Minott’s spectacular one-hand 
catch of a high line drive. 

The Waves play a league game 
here every Tuesday night. And 
it is rumored that if there were 
half as many fellows out there 
howling as there are out in front 
of ship’s service, we’d have a rec- 
ord attendance. 


Bowling Alleys 
To Open Soon 


With the arrival of the new 
bowling shoes, expected soon, the 
much-looked-for opening of the 
bowling alleys will take place. Our 
secret agents reveal the possibil- 
ity that Capt. Dearing and Lt. 
Carey will contend for the honor 
of the first strike. 


Both League and open bowling 
are planned, with one alley being 
reserved for officers. Though not 
yet established, the bowling 
charge will be in the neighbor- 


Oaks Win Pair 

Whip Hunter’s Point 7 
to 6, San Bruno, 14 to 0 


Staging a breath-taking two- 
run rally in the last of the sev- 
enth, Oak Knoll defeated a sur- 
prised Hunter’s Point team Mav 
18, 7 to 6. 


With one out in the seventh 
Anderson singled, went to secon 
on Fiorentino’s base hit, an. 
scored on another single by Ma 
lone. Both runners advancer 
when the throw to the plate tc 
cut off Anderson was late, a.nd 
Petri was walked intentionally 1 1 
fill the bases. Monticello then sen. 
a slow roller to short, scoring Fio- 
rentino. - 


Hunter’s Point looked the bet-i’ 
ter team until the seventh. Er- 
rors accounted for four of the op- 
posing team’s runs and the Oaks 
allowed four runs through errorr 

Malone’s hitting, rather than 
his pitching, made him the star 
of the game. When Hunter’s Point 
scored in the first inning it war ' 
the first tally permitted by Ma- 
lone in three games. 

This victory was the Oaks’ sec- 
ond league win. Earlier in the 
week. San Bruno was smothered, 
14 to 0. It was Malone all the way 
in the box while the Oaks ham- 
mered the enemy twirlers for 14 
runs on 15 hits. 


Staff Tennis Tourney 




The Welfare and Recreation 
Department is planning a tennis 
tournament for officers and men.k 


Al^ntrie^nus^3^iFWelfare any 

iV 


Recreation Office by Friday, May 
26. The tournament will be held 
in the hospital courts. Trophiesj. 
will be awarded to the winners 



hood of 10c for shoe rental an 
10c a game. Think of it, folks . || 
28c down town and no friends! 
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NAVY CROSS AWARDED 


Pfc Wins Coveted 
Medal at Hospital 


Shown above is Captain Dearing pinning on the first Navy Cross awarded at this 
hospital. The winner: Corporal George O. Smith, USMC. Official U SMC Photo 


“Situation Out of Hand” 
Proves Huge Success 

Rafters of the New Community 
Recreation Building are still vi- 
brating from the laughs pro- 
duced by “Situation Out of 
Hand,” given by patients and 
staff members of our hospital. 

If by any chance you hap- 
pened to see someone carrying 
off part of your furniture or fix- 
tures, it was probably just part 
of the case. The stage settings, 
make-up, and script were all 
supplied by the cast. (By hook 
or crook.) 

' From the applause and deep 
down belly laughs it showed be- 
yond a shadow of a doubt that 
«. the work put into the play was 
not only appreciated but that 
further efforts would be accepted 
in the same spirit. The talent is 
here, the initiative has been 
pioved, and interest for further 
productions is high. Oak Knoll 
might have more like “Situation 
Out of Hand.” * 

There was no one star; every- 
one on the stage was great. But 
a special vote of thanks goes to 
R. D. Mayfield, PhM 3/c, co- 
director, and Leon M. Uris, Pfc, 
USMC, the author and co-direc- 
tor. Bob Fitzner, SK3/c played 
the role of the Army Lieut. Pat 
Connel and Bobbie Sylvester of 
the Waves kept the love interest 
high in their parts as non-loyal 
daughters of an . Army Colonel. 
Arthur Schultz, HA2/C, bellowed 
his way. to new heights as Col- 
onel Atwater. Uris and Mayfield 
portrayed a marine and' sailor 
respectively, responding to the 
love interest of the Colonel’s 
daughters. 

Costumes were furnished by 
the Hastings Clothiers of Oak- 
land through the efforts of the 
Red Cross. Also thanks to the 
Recreation and Welfare Depart- 
ment for their sponsorship. 


BOOST BOND SALES! 

Latest communique from the 
War Bond Office indicates that 
the enlisted personnel are above 
90 per cent of their quota. The 
civilians appear to have a bit 
further to go to meet their quota. 
Let’s see the civilians catch up 
Wffh the staff. And let’s see the 
staff shatter its quota. 

‘ J 

iJ 


Staff and Patients 
Entertained and 
Instructed by Squares 
From the U. of C. 

Fun, frolic, gaiety, and all the 
rest of the synonyms could not 
begin to describe the festivity at 
the square dance in our new 
recreation hall on Wednesday 
night. 

Exhibition dances by the U. 
of C. Squares included polkas, 
schottishes, squares, and two- 
steps (undoubtedly the fore- 
fathers of our jitterbug) . 

Many of these dancers are of 
the famous Lloyd Shaw Chey- 
enne Mountain Dancers of Colo- 
rado, who have toured the 
States with the noted troupe. 

Ralph Lucy of U. C. did the 
calling so Owens (our caller) 
got a well-earned rest. 

Each Wednesday at 2030 there 
will be another group to dance 
with us and t;o aid the green- 
horns, palefaces, and city slick- 
ers. These groups are contacted 
by Owens from the Folk Dance 
organizations in this area We 
also expect Waves from other 
stations to help reduce the ratio 


Photo Lab Receives 
New Specialists 

Our photography lab has three 
new additions to their personnel. 
Ronald M. Christopher, PhM 3/c, 
Harold E. Jacobs, H.A. 1/c, and 
Frances E. Harden, PhM 3/c, who 
received their training at photo- 
microphotography (get a load of 
that) technician school at 
Bethesda, Md. 

The lab has been doing a won- 
derful job as you can tell by the 
pictures in The Oak Leaf. 


between men and girls (don’t say 
we didn’t warn you). 

Breakdown fiddlers, guitar, 
banjo, mandolin and bull fiddle 
players lor a square dance or- 
chestra are still needed. We 
could use a piano and accordion 
also, so if you play old-time 
music, report to the recreation 
office. 

If you don’t believe it was fun 
just ask Evans of the M.A.A. 
Shack for varification. 


Be there a sailor with soul so 
dead that to himself hath said- 
To hell with muster; I’ll stay in 


A big, broad-shouldered Texan, 
Marine Private First Class 
George O. Smith, recently re- 
ceived the Navy Cross, the first 
decoration of its kind ever given 
a member of the Navy’s branches 
of service at this hospital. 

Awarded the coveted medal 
“for extraordinary heroism” in 
action against the Japs on Tar- 
awa last November 20, Private 
First Class Smith had the medal 
pinned on his chest by Captain 
A. H. Dearing, (MC), USN, com- 
manding officer of this hospital, 
in the name of the President of 
the United States. 

In his citation awarding the 
decoration to the Texas Leather- 
neck in the name of the Presi- 
dent, Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, 
commander of the United States 
Pacific Fleet, said: 

“For extraordinary heroism as 
a rifleman during action against 
enemy Japanese forces in Tara- 
wa. Gilbert Islands, November 
20, 1943. 

“After his platoon leader and 
several men had been killed and 
others wounded, and realizing 
that more men were needed on 
the front lines to continue the 
advance or at least hold the 
ground, gained from the enemy, 
he, on his own initiative worked 
his way to the beach for rein- 
forcements. 

“With complete disregard for 
his own personal safety, he bold- 
ly walked through enemy sniper 
fire along a 50 -yard strip of 
beach where he found groups of 
men along the seawall. Inform- 
ing these men of the urgency of 
the situation he immediately led 
them to the front in the face of 
heavy enemy fire. 

“Through his achievements, 
the company commander was 
enabled to continue an advance. 
Time and time again he led 
carrying details to and from the 
beach d u m p through heavy 
enemy fire to get much needed 
ammunition, rations, water, and 
especially panels to his unit’s 
front lines. 

“It was while performing this 
duty that he was painfully 
wounded in the face. When the 
corpsman tried to bandage him, 

(Continued on Page 3. Col 3> 
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Is my military training fitting me for a position after my dis- 
charge from the service? Will 1 be able to take up where I left 
oft.’ While it is very true that the war has not yet been won, 
the day of victory will come. Just where will this leave me? 
Will 1 be prepared to step back into my old position, or will I 
be left out in the cold These are just a few points we should 
be keeping in mind. 

If you have been a Pharmacist's mate. Machinist’s mate, or 
even a Boatswain s mate, are you taking advantage of learning 
through the experience placed before you. or are you ‘"Letting 
John Do It’’? 

For the meu being discharged from the service at this time, 
there are wonderful opportunities — unheard of in times of peace. 
There are places for each and every one, no matter what his 
disability. As an actual ease history, take Charley X., Torpedo- 
man 2 c in the Navy. He was returned to the States from the 
South Pacific with the loss of part of his right leg and his right 
eye. Naturally discouraged, he nevertheless realized it would be 
impossible to live entirely on the pension paid him by the Xavv. 
During his convalescence, lie studied blueprinting, math and 
engineering physics. Today he is in a war production plant as a. 
sub-assembly and adjustment technician, earning a steady wage. 

If you are interested in what the future holds for you. why 
not look around you. open your eyes, and see if you are cheating 
yourself of what might just as easily be yours. 

The Veterans Employment Service has an office under ward 
73B. Mr. Kinney, a discharged Veteran in charge of this office, 
will be glad to help you decide what type of job you are best 
fitted for. Aside from being a representative of the V.E.S., he 
has been trained for bis job with particular emphasis on specialty 
jobs for disabled Service men. Why not do both yourself and 
the Government a favor by talking to him now before your event- 
ual discharge. Let him help you get into the line you are best 
fitted for, and in which you are most needed. 



Two weeks ago the U.S.O. 
brought a show to the hospital 
with a special show planned 
especially for ward entertain- 
ment. It was a delightful pro- 
gram and they were able to do 
four wards as well as a show in 
the auditorium. Ward entertain- 
ment will be a regular featme 
of the U.S.O. Shows from now 
on. the next being on June 8th. 

Miss Donna Henderson in the 
Recreation Department is inter- 
ested in securing men who have 
had plasma as speakers tor the 
Blood Donor program on Radio 
Station KROW. It has been 
found that this program has 
greatly increased the number oi 
blood donors. Since we are all 
aware of the great need for 
plasma it is important that 
everyone who has had expen 
ence with it assist in any way 


Catholic: „ _ 

Chaplains G. B. Spie*elhaltcr, R Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 063*0. 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass— 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass 
Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 


Protestant: _ . 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. Schmitt, 
J M. Whallon, Ext. 261, 

Sunday: Morning Worship— 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic)— 1030. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000. 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Dallv Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730 . 

Bible Study (Thursday In Chapel) — 1800. 


Chaplain H. Cerf Straus Ext. 260. 
Monday (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members ol any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for i nformation. 


possible to make this program 
effective. 

Last week 72- A had its first 
Bingo party. All the patients 
took part, demonstrating their 
previous skill to advantage. It 
ended in a struggle between 
Suter and Shope. Suter won. 


Satire on Saluting 

Coming down the ramp, Hoss. 
App. Dusk sees an officer coming 
in his direction; he knows what 
he’s supposed to do, but, does 
he? His hat’s on the back of his 
head, so what does he do? Like 
a moving picture sequence, one 
hand goes up, scratches his head, 
pulls his ear, and as the gold 
stripes pass, a cough crawls out; 
the scratching assumes a curry- 
ing-like crescendo and the facial 
contortions assume the animated 
process of a near-sneeze. The 
gold stripe, frustrated, passes on, 
or stops, depending on his de- 
gree of concern; if he goes on, 
the guilty one deflates and 
stomps on out of sight, thank 
goodness! This is one way not 
to salute. Or another way: When 
you see an officer approaching 
and you don’t know what to do, 
stop! Locate a nice shiny bottle- 
top in the grass, admire it as if 
fascinated; then proceed to your 
destination after the officer has 
passed. The only lesson I can 
learn, thinking about this, is the 
fact that life is still interesting 
in spite of the number of people 
among us who do not realize the 
pride and confidence such a 
simple gesture as saluting en- 
genders. To those of us who do, 
such people should be induced 
to enter a vacant building, be 
instructed and properly in- 
formed. even if they have to use 
crutches to get about later. 

A. BUCELLI. 



For your entertainment, th<j 
bookshelves are groaning with 
the latest books begging to be 
read. One of the more prominen* 
is “Journey in the Dark” by Mar 
tin Flavin, the 1944 Pulitze 
prize novel. It concerns a self 
made man, whose success i. 
business is not matched in h*. 
friendships and family life. Th 
story is significant of many typi 
cal men of his generation. 

Stalin’s prize novel, “The Rain- 
bow,” by Wanda Wasilewsk. 
dealing with the struggle of tin 
Russian people against the Ger 
mans. Louis Bromfield’s latest 
novel, “What Became of Anna 1 
Bolton,” a woman 


who began 
life on the wrong side of ::hf 
tracks, rises to a better posit. oi 


in life, only to be plunged agar 
into poverty by the war. 

The library fish now have lest 
privacy than before. An electric 
light and thermostatic heat hav. < 
been installed for their comfort 
But when do they sleep, and 
how do they know when it is 
time to sleep? A new book now. 
in the library by Alfred Morgan 
on “Tropical Fishes” might 
throw some light on the subject 

“Tarawa,” by Robert Sherrod, 
a detailed story of that battle, 
is among new arrivals, as is Rob- 
ert B. Hotz’s book, “With Gen- 
eral Chennault; The Story of 
the Flying Tigers.” 
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PRAYER. ... In such an hour 
as this, there is one form of 
speech common to every good 
American — prayer. 

As D-Day approaches, as the 
casualty lists grow, as family ; 
after family faces the grim reali- ! 
zation that total war means sac- 
rifice, sorrow, and death, the 
individual as well as the nation 
turns to God in prayer. Gover- 
nors of several states have al- 
ready proclaimed that D-Day 
shall be a solemn day of prayer 
for their people. 

Prayer is the basic language 
of life. Almost the first words j 
that little lips utter are words 
of prayer, while the souls de- 
parture from the body is usually 
accompanied by prayer. 

In our daily lives, many an 
individual prays at the begin- 
ning of the day and at the close 
of the day. Grace before meals 
is also a custom that has pre- 
vailed down through the ages. 

Americans can well remember 
the portrait of the Pilgrim Fath- 
ers kneeling in prayer; Ameri- 
cans can never forget Washing- 
ton’s prayer at Valley Forge. 
History has recorded what hap- 
pened at Dunkerque following 
the British Empire’s day of 
prayer. 


There are many different 
kinds of prayer; praise, thanks- 
giving, petition, intersession 
confession, etc., but according to 
our Lord the prayers that reach 
the Throne of Grace are those 
uttered in His name in sincerity 
without vain repetition. “The ef- 
fectual fervent prayer of * 
righteous man availeth much.” 

James Montgomery has beauti- 
fully defined prayer as follows: 
“Prayer is the soul’s sincere de- 
sire, 

Uttered or unexpressed, 

The motion of a hidden fire 

That trembles in the breast. J 
Prayer is the simplest form ot 
speech 

That infant lips can try; 
Prayer, the sublimest strp-flf 
that reach 

The Majesty on high. 

Prayer is the Christian’s vital 
breath 

The Christian’s native air; 
His watchword at the gates o 
death; 

He enters heaven with P ra ^® 
O Thou, by whom we come to 

God, 

The Life, the Truth, the WWi 
The path of prayer Thy-selt ha>- 
trod ; 

Lord, teach us how to pray 
Chaplain Charles D. Chrisman 
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Why is it that all the corps- 
men breathlessly await the en- 
trance of a certain Miss M. S. 
every noon at Comm. No. 2, and 
swoon at her exit, 'Just as if we 
didn’t know). FLASH! CORPS- 
MEN OF OAK KNOLL HAVE 
JUST SUBMITTED A PETITION 
TO BORDEN COMPANY TO 
HAVE ELSIE'S NAME CHANGED 
TO MARGIE. 

Why all the interest in the 
Receiving Room, Jean B.? He’s 
married, they tell me — anyway 
what’s wrong with giving a good 
guy like J. B. Evans a chance? 

Oops, pardon me, but was 
Dickson’s face maroon when he 
called the Maternity ward, or- 
dering them to have all their 
ambulatory patients present at 
the reading of the court martial. 
Now Dick, do you think they 
would be interested? 

After passing out all their 
cigars except a few, Barbara 
Moore and Eteil Eubanks PhM 
1 c’s decided that they shouldn’t 
be wasted, so Eteil decided to 
try one. She’s now writing an 
essay, on the horrors of tobacco 
and of the moving effects. 

Too bad about Patton (the 
keeper of the liberty cars) . Now 
that Holbrick is making the San 
Leandro Hosp. his home. (Let’s 
hope he settles down and never 
more roams.) From Patton, not 
San Leandro. 

Helen Minsk is trying to finish 
a white sweater for her intended, 
due to arrive here about the 
26th, in fact she’s so determined, 
she knits even when she goes 
out with the Army (There’s 
shore been some^ changes made 
since I was a kid). 

Then there’s the three little 
Pollyannas up in Port II at the 
Waves Bks. Marceille Jayet, Wil- 
ma McCann and Ann Brown. 
They never get into ANY mis- 
chief!! 

The night of nights! No, it’s 
not what you're thinking . . . it’s 
the night before linen exchange 
in the Waves Bks! Some little 
gremlins were very busy as most 
of the bunks were opened very 
neatly — but from the wrong end. 

There were many more fortu- 
nate than poor Muriel .Arm- 
strong, though she didn’t have 
any bed clothes! Marie Bennett 
found her mattress turned com- 
pletely over — covers on the bot- 
tom— and while we’re at it, A. B. 
Siegman is in the market for a 
mattress — hers seems to have 
been lost in the shuffle! 

NEWS SCOOP OF THE WEEK 1 
Chief Boyd is now the NEXT to 
handsomest Chief on the com- 
pound! Anyway, we can name at 
least four Waves who think so! 
His place of honor has been 
usurped by none other than that 
old square dance expert, Dick 
Weldon, who, by the way, must 
have had someone -on his mind. 


T H E 0 A K L E A F 

CURTAIN CALL 
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l eft to riirht K I) Mayfield. PliM 3 c; Bobbie Sylvester, PhM 3/c; Arthur Schultz 
H A. 2 c; Pat Connel, H.A 1 c; Leon M. Uris Pfc, USMC; Bob Fitzncr. SK 3 c. _ 


as he locked the keys to his car 
on the inside. It couldn’t have 
been that date on Monday nite 
could it? Say Chief, it shore got 
warm last Monday nite, didn’t it? 

What’s all the excitement over 
at Physio? Seems to be some- 
thing about an approaching 
wedding! Know anything about 
it Tex Ware? Or should we ask 
Freddie Frintner? 

A while back we had a little 
item about the Marine’s pin up 
girl — well, it’s backfired and a 
Marine is the Wave’s pin up man! 
None other than that grapenuts 
man, Pfc Eddie Barnes! 

Weddings might agree with 
some people but doggoned if 
bridegroom Paul Castracane isn’t 
down in bed, and on the anni- 
versary of his second week of 
wedded bliss too! 


Award Winner 

(Continued from Page 1, Col. 4) 

he refused attention until others 
whom he deemed more seriously 
wounded were treated. Against 
his will he was sent to aid station 
and evacuated. 

“His actions and conduct 
throughout this phase of the 
operation were done in the ca- 
pacity of a rifleman and were 
in keeping with the highest tra- 
ditions of the United States 
Naval Service.” 

He participated in the Guadal- 
canal campaign and was wound- 
ed there on November 3, 1942. 
He received the Purple Heart 
while in a South Pacific hospital, 
and is slated to get another for 
the jaw wound he received at 
Tarawa. 


Personnel Office 



The wheel spins again and 
this time the little ball comes 
with the name of Lieut. Comdr. 
Alvis. After operating on sur- 
veys for several months and re- 
tracting on 40 A and B, he com- 
pleted his course in surgery, did 
a swell job as Senior O.D. and 
advanced to a sea-going ship. 
Good luck, good hunting . . . and 
Tood bridgework. 

* * * 

The Warrant - in - charge-of- 
Kudos notifies us that congrats 
are due Capt. Muller on his elec- 
tion to Fellowship in the Ameri- 
can College of Radiology, and to 
Lt. Cdr. Livingston on his ditto 
to the Harvey Cushing Society. 
We understand that the latter 
is not only ne’ plus ultra, but 
that you practically must have 
no oxyhemoglobin at all to be- 
long: just blue-blooded neuro- 
surgeons. Nice work. 

* * * 

The deer hunting last year 
was good. The duck hunting was 1 


better. So the trout fishing this 
year should be excellent. At least 
this was the prognosis of Pundit 
Emil Torre from U.S.N.C.H. 
Glenwood Springs . . . and an 
old hunter like E. T. should 
know. He caught two trout last 
year (size unspecified). Well, by 
the purest coincidence, one of 
our best maxillofacial men felt 
in duty bound to take the next 
draft from Oak Knoll to G.S., 
and reported on deck bright and 
shining one morning last week. 
But alas, no soap. Why? Well, it 
seems that he is too full of rank 
and distinction. Or is there some 
other version, Swede? 

* * * * 

Department of Major Trage- 
dies: When the Senior O. D. has 
a red hot case of Dermatitis 
venenata on his eyelids, and he’s 
the red hot eye man on the com- 
pound. For a few hours the 
visitors thought it was Poison 
Oak Knoll. 

THE RAMP TRAMP 


To the casual observer, Room 
109 in the Administration Build- 
ing is nothing more than a roar- 
ing, seething maze of desks, 
typewriters, file cabinets and 
Pharmacists’ mates. 

Strange as it may seem, how- 
ever, the Patient Personnel and 
Record Office is one of the 
smoothest running on the com- 
pound. Divided into several dif- 
ferent sections, each division has 
it’s own complement and is a 
complete unit in itself. 

The Critical List, letters from 
patients’ families, telegrams and 
deaths are taken care of by the 
Office of the Personnel Officer. 
A staff of two, Personnel Officer, 
Mr. Peelyon, and Ass’t Personnel 
Officer, Mr. Vowels, forms the 
hub of the office activities. 

In the M & S Record Office, 
Mr. Van Valley and Mr. Fergu- 
son are in charge. Their staff 
takes care of typing up the 
health records, and taking care 
of various forms which are sent 
to the Bureau. 

All officer patients are . taken 
care of by the Officer Personnel 
section, in charge of Miss Elea- 
nor Isler. 

A branch of staff personnel 
also can be found in one corner 
of this mass of activity. Chief 
McDonough is in charge, and 
they take care of all incoming 
and outgoing drafts of corpsmen. 

Last, but far from least of the 
divisions of the office is Patient 
Personnel. In this office, which 
is under the supervision of Mr. 
Benchoff and Mr. Sooter, pa- 
tients are admitted, their insur- 
ance, pay accounts, records and 
what have you checked, located 
or forwarded, clothes issued to 
them if necessary. 

Patient Personnel is run by a 
crew of 27 corpsmen and 20 
Waves, among the various desks 
which are necessary to keep the 
records of the patients straight. 

In the beginning the Record 
Office was in two small rooms 
second deck over at the MAA 
Shack. The staff consisted of the 
Personnel Officer Mr. W. J. B. 
Morelock, seven civilians, five 
corpsmen and one Chief. 

As the hospital grew, the staff 
grew and soon was much too 
large for the cramped quarters. 
They watched the daily progress 
of t.he new Ad. Bldg., and their 
office with mingled pride and 
wonderment ... so much space! 

From that modest beginning, 
the Personnel and Record Office 
has grown until the space which 
seemed more than ample back 
in July, 1943, is now barely suf- 
ficient. 

A staff of over ninety corps- 
men and Waves, six warrant of- 
ficers, two chiefs and close to 20 
civilians has replaced the old 
number of 14 . . . and all in less 
than a year! 


II i 
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Wave Sports 


First loss of the season for the 
Waves softball team came on 
May 23rd at the Oak Knoll field 
when MofTatt Field’s mighty ten 
invaded and came out the vic- 
tors by a score of 14-11. 

A superb rally in the last two 
innings brought Oak Knoll’s 
score up from four, but the rally 
fell short. 

Midway in the tournament, 
Oak Knoll stands in second place 
along with Mare Island. MofTatt 
Field is first with no losses. 

In the game with the San 
Francisco White Caps, here last 
Tuesday, the home team hit 
hard. Two home runs were 
scored, one in the second inning 
by Dorothy Hatchfield and one 
in the fourth by Martha Emer- 
ick. Final score: 18-4! Pitcher 
Hodgeson, behind fine fielding 
kept the opposing team to a 
minimum number of hits. 

Injured in the ‘game with 
MofTatt Field was Jean Dennison, 
heavy hitting second baseman. 
That, along with the loss of 
Corky Walthers, captain, who is 
home on leave, has weakened 
the team considerably. However, 
during the last practices a num- 
ber of new girls have proved 
very promising. Among those, 
Dessie Grathwohl, Betty Cum- 
mings, Martha Emerick, Mary 
Ann Morris, Josie Josephson, and 
Mary Simmons are looking good. 

With the loss of Wally Still, 
SpA 2/c, as coach, the girls were 
under the direction of Louis 
Turrini, PhM 2/c, until he re- 
ceived his orders. 

Right now the hopes of the 
team are pinned on Hank Allred 
PhM 3/c, who will take over the 
coaching position for the pres- 
ent. 


Western Union Begs 
To Report 

Western Union is operated for 
the convenience of the staff and 
patients by the Ship’s Service. 
The office is open daily from 0900 
to 2400. 

The money order dept, is open 
every day except Sundays from 
0900 to 1700. No money orders or 
information concerning money 
orders will be given out at any 
other time. Persons receiving 
money orders are notified. If a 
money order is not called tor 
within three days it is returned. 

Telegrams are delivered daily 
except Sundays to all wards. 
Persons expecting Telegrams on 
Sunday will have to call for 
them. 


The husband answering the 
phone said: “I don’t know; call 
the weather bureau,” and hung 
up. “Who was that?” asked his 
pretty, young wife. "Some sailor, 
I guess. He asked if the coast 
was clear. 


The Ruthless Truth .... by Penberthy 



Intra-Station Rivalries 


N. P. Tech, surprised the Intra- 
Station League by firmly taking 
first place with two victories and 
no defeats. Each time they have 
defeated their opposition by 3 
to 2 scores, and each time in 
extra innings. They defeated 
Commissary in their first game 
and Post Office in the second. In 
second place is Personnel, win- 
ning their only game, 14 to 3, 
over Marine Detachment. In an- 
other game Post Office defeated 
Transportation 9 to 6. 

A recent addition was made 
when Physio, added their team, 
making seven in all. To allow 
for the extra team a double- 
header has been scheduled for 
each Wednesday following, the 
first game beginning at 1700. 

Another interesting highlight 
to N. P. is their acquisition of 
two Doctors on their roster. It 
looks as though the League is 
finally shaping up. 


Standings: 


N. P 

... 2 

0 

1000 

Personnel . . . 

. . . . 1 

0 

1000 

Post Off 

... 1 

1 

500 

Commissary 

. . 0 

1 

000 

Trans 

. . . . 0 

1 

000 

Physio 

... 0 

0 

000 


Oaks Lead League 
With Three Wins 

May 29, 1944. In perfect foot- 
ball weather Oak Knoll defeated 
Naval Supply Depot at the en- 
emy field 5 to 2 before 200 
thrilled and chilled fans. With 
the wind blowing in strongly on 
the hitters, it was a pitchers 
battle in which Pat Malone 
again outmastered his rival. The 
Oaks scored three times in the 
first, on walks and a single by 
Anderson with the sacks loaded. 
Naval Supply tallied twice in the 
first on a series of three hits. 
After that neither team counted 
a run or a hit until the seventh. 

In the seventh with two out, 
and the pressure growing, Ma- 
lone was safe on on error, Beau- 
chemin walked, and both scored 
when Monticello’s safe bunt was 
thrown into left field. Naval 
Supply went down in order in 
their half, using three pinch 
hitters. 

This game was the Oaks’ third 
victory against no defeats in the 
District League, and strength- 
ened their hold on first place. 
The Oaks also play in a city 
league under lights, the games 
being each Thursday. They 
previously had beaten Treasure 
Island, 7 to 4 in an exhibition 
game at T. I. 


Brace and Orthopedic 
Cobbler Shop Discovered 

Located under Surgery 1 0 n 
one of the most traveled roads 
on the compound,- is the Brace 
shop. 

Commander Searle first con- 
ceived the idea of the shop in 
the first part of 1943. Production 



Shown operating the grinders are Chiel 
Meyers and J. D. King, H.A.2 c. Worden, i 
PhM2/c is inspecting the brace. 




began on September 1, 1943. W. 
R. Worden, now in charge of the 
shop has been detailed thtrr 
since that time. He is aided by 
J. D. King and B. Shay. H.A.2 c’s,. 
Chief Shipfitter Meyers is around 
to help out with mechanical de- | 
tails. 

Equipment costing between 
$8,000 and $10,000 has been do- 
nated by citizens of the Bay 
Area, but by far . the largest 
donator is Mr. Elliot. There are 
two sewing machines, two sur- 
face grinders, a drill press, buff- 
ing machine, cobbler machine' 
an electric saw and a complete 
welding outfit. 

Braces costing $60 at civilian 
concerns are made here for $1.50. 
When the shop first opened they 
put out on the average of 50 
braces a month, now the turn- ’ 
out is ’about 200. Since the shop ' 
opened they have made over 1,- 
000 braces of all kinds, not to 
speak of the special surgicak 
instruments. 

\ 


Klemenok and Hatchfield 
In Waves’ Tennis Finals 

Entering the finals of the 
Waves tennis tournament, are 
K. Klemenok and D. Hatchfield. 
Semi-finals were played off last 
week by D. Hatchfield and Marie 
Bennett. Hatchfield won but it 
was a close game! 

The tournament has been gQr 
ing on for a month or so, with 
about 20 contestants at the bo- 
ginning. 

The winner will receive a 
beautiful Victory cup and the 
runner up will be presented wi h 
a loving cup. 


Corps School Instructor: 
"What would you do in the case 
of a person eating poisonous 
mushrooms?” 

HA 2/c, USNR: “Recommend 
a change in diet.” 


Dodger fan: “Hey you! @/&lb 
sit down in front.” 

Yankee fan: “I’m so sorry sir, 
but I don’t happen to bend that 
way.” 


Scene: Survey Line 
First Sailor: “I’m Fhysconeu- 
rotic from Guadalcanal.” 

Second Sailor: “How do voi 
do. I’m t Sckyniifinklsyi from 
south Chi'” 
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GINNY SIMMS INVADES COMPOUND 


Lovely Ginny Simms, star of stage screen and radio, lends charm 
patients of Oak Knoll. 


and appeal to 



Welfare and Recreation Dept. Sponsors Dance 


On Saturday night, June 10th, 
the Welfare and Recreation De- 
partment sponsored a dance for 
the Commissioned Officers of the 
hospital, both staff and patient 
officers being invited. The ques- 
tion which arises is: Where were 
all the officers on said night? 

A small but enthusiastic crowd 
turned out for the occasion. The 
“Joe Jitterbugs” were, outnum- 
bered by the “Walt-Waltzers” but 
the Oak Knoll Rhythm Doctors 
tried to be true to all. 

This was the first opportunity 
which had been given the offi- 


cers to enjoy the ‘‘Rhythm Doc- 
tors and the officers of the hos- 
pital have just reason to be 
proud of “our orchestra.” 

The Welfare and Recreation 
Department planned the gala 
occasion, not overlooking tasty 
refreshments between dances. 
The real “Shake-down” of the 
evening came with the introduc- 
tion of some square dancing and 
the Virginia Reel. 

All thanks to those who helped 
make the evening a success, and 
let’s hope it won’t be too long 
before the next one. 


< 8 > 

Wins Admiration of 
Sick and Wounded 
Veterans 




Waves Have Opportunity 
Of Becoming 
Officer Candidates 


We, the patients and staff of 
Oak Knoll, do find Miss Ginny 
Simms guilty of entering our 
compound without malice or 
forethought, unheralded by the 
usual fanfare of trumpets, with 
only the thought in mind of 
entertaining the bed patients in 
the wards. 

Furthermore, she did a pro- 
gram composed of requests by 
the patients without the accom- 
paniment of as much as a jew’s 
harp. (Some of the patients of- 
fered to accompany her even to 
the ends of the earth. Who could 
blame them?) 

Furthermore, Your Honor, as 
it has been said, “Music Hath 
Charm to Soothe the Savage 
Beast.” This, together with Miss 
Simms’ graciousness, sincerity 
of purpose, and charm, did truly 
soothe the aches and pains of 
many of our boys. 

This was Miss Simms’ second 
impromptu appearance at our 
hospital. 

For the past six months she 
has been on a national tour of 
Army and Naval hospitals. Miss 
Simms states, and we quote, 
Oak Knoll is one of the most 
complete hospitals I have ever 
seen!” 

We suggest, Your Honor, that 
the punishment should fit the 
ciime, such as life at solitary 
confinement with health, happi- 
ness and continued success that 
is rightfully hers. 


The “Sad Sack,” “Private 
Hargrove,” “Salty,” and many 
other GI characters have risen 
to fame in publications 
throughout the land. Pen- 
berthy, the OAK LEAF’S car- 
toonist, has created a new 
character which, in time, 
should be equally famous with 
its predecessors. Watch for the 
adventures of “MOIPHY” in 
forthcoming issues. 


All women now classified as 
V-10, USNR, possessing certain 
qualifications, are eligible for 
V-9 (Officer Candidates). 

The applicant must be a citi- 
zen of the United States, be- 
tween the ages of 20 and 50, with 
no children under the age of 18. 
If unmarried, agree to remain 
unmarried during the period of 
indoctrinal training; must have 
served in the Women’s Reserve 
at least six months on continu- 
ous active duty, meet all physi- 
cal requirements as established 
by the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, possess a baccalaureate 
degree from an accredited uni- 
versity, or in lieu thereof, have 
successfully completed 60 semes- 
ter hours at an accredited uni- 
versity. Applicants who have at- 
tained the rating of Chief or 
First Class Petty Officers will be 
considered even though they 
have no college education. 

Applicants will be appraised 
by the reviewing officers on the 
following qualities: moral char- 
acter, physical and military ap- 
pearance, leadership, industry, 
intelligence, judgment, initiative, 
cooperation, loyalty, endurance, 
emotional stability, and accept- 
ability as junior officers under 
their present commands. 

Three enlisted Waves from 
Oak Knoll have been accepted 
for transfer to V-9. Ensign Mat- 
tie I. Hyde, W-V(HMS), is now 
on active duty at USNH, Pensa- 
cola, Florida. Marjorie Irwin is 
in Midshipmen School, North- 
ampton, Mass., and Catherine 
Slight will report to Midshipmen 
School on June 29th. 

Further information may be 
obtained from the Women’s Re- 
serve Representative in room 
205 of the Administration. 

* * * 


une oi tnese Waves loves him' 


PhMl/c: He 
shouldn't. 


can, but he 
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It’s that 
the winne 


at “extra something" that tilts the scales, and earmi 
or. Sometimes it’s called “heart” or “guts.” 


irks 


\\ e are generally inclined to think of courage in a colorful, 
dramatic sense. Physical courage, for example, is usually of a 
spectacular nature. 

Dut there is another kind of courage just as genuine and ad- 
mirable as physical courage. Quite often this is called sacrifice. 
It, too, is that “extra something.” Because it may not be dra- 
matic, we are often prone to overlook it. 

It is the kind of courage which sustains a mother while her 
son is lighting in the South Pacific. It is the kind of courage 
which keeps a wife holding her chin high, hoping and praying 
for the return of her loved one in France, among the invasion 
hosts. It is the courage of the war worker who pushes himself 
to the utmost, who is on the job each day despite his ills, fatigue, 
worry, or the many other things which in a less courageous man 
lead to absenteeism. 

That type of courage is commonly known as sacrifice. But it 
also is that “extra something” which spells the difference between 
a winner and an “also ran.” 

And it is that extra something which w y e are talking about 
when we urge all Navy personnel, civilian and military, to buy 
that extra cash War Bond during the Navy Fourth of July 
cash drive. 

Buying War Bonds is not a sacrifice. It is a wise investment. 
It is a vote of confidence in the future of the Nation. 

Generally we do not deprive ourselves of any luxuries or the 
comforts of life in order to buy War Bonds. But during the 
Fifth War Loan Campaign and particularly during the Navy’s 
own campaign, we are called upon to buy until it really hurts. 
That means sacrifice. That also makes it worthwhile. Every one 
of us will feel better for having had to give up something in order 
to buy that extra bond. 

The Secretary of the Navy has approved the allocation of 
bonds bought by the Waves during this campaign to the pur- 
chase of two Motor Torpedo Boats to be launched on the 30th 
of July, the second anniversary of the signing of the bill estab- 
lishing the Women’s Reserve. 

Throw your weight on the scales of Victory with extra cash 
War Bonds July 1st to 8th. You will have the added satisfaction 
of knowing that your purchase contributed to putting both the 
Fifth War Loan Campaign of the Treasury and the cash War 
Bond campaign of the Navy over the top. 

The war bond office is located on the 2nd deck of the M.A.A. 
Shack, just around the corner from the post office. For your 
convenience it will stay open until 1930 from July 1st to 8th. 


Oak Knoll Military 
Band Makes Debut 


The newly inaugurated OAK 
KNOLL military band, under the 
direction of D. J. Farrar, USMC, 
gave its initial concert on the 
green between X-ray and 41A on 
June 16th. It was well received 
bv all hands, and will, in the fu- 
ture, be a weekly feature. We 
wish to thank Captain Deanng 
and Lt. Carey for their full 
hearted support. 


Buy a bunch of BONDS, to 
buy a bunch of BOMBS, to bomb 
a bunch of BUMS. 


A caveman is a guy that treats 
his girl like an auto carburetor 
. He chokes her when she’s 
cold. 


Smith (reading statistics): 
"Do you know that every time I 
breathe a man dies?” 

Jones: “Why don’t you use 
Doubels’ Solution?” 


Twelve Men Receive Awards at Gendreau Circh 



On June 10, in ceremonies be- 
fitting our country’s heroes, 
twelve men proudly received 
awards for their valor. Captain 
Dearing officiated, with the sta- 
tion military band making its 
first appearance at such an 
event. 

The following awards were 
granted: Henry Thomas Landry, 
Ens., Av (N) USNR. Air Medal 
and Citation; George W Mc- 
Carthy, ARM1 c, Air Medal and 
Citation; William H. Brazelton, 
Platoon Sgt., USMC. Bronze Star 
Medal (No Medal) ; James Allen 


Navy Mothers 


We’ll wager that not more than 
a handful of people know about 
the Navy Mothers — about their 
present director, Mrs. Elna Ken- 
nedy, or about her predecessor, 
Mrs. Mary Contard, who directed 
the first year’s activities. Under 
the leadership of these two 
women, a continual flow of two- 
by-twos, four-by-fours, appli- 
cators, pads, wrappers, and 
sponges has found its way to the 
O.B. and EENT. wards and to 
Surgery 1 and 2. 

Thirty women in all, conscien- 
tiously take their posts in one 
of the numerous rooms on the 
second deck of the Community 
Service Building, seated behind 
long tables heaped high with 
bandages and cotton. Each has 
her own reason for helping so 
splendidly. One mother has sons 
in the Army, Navy and Marine 
Corps. Another worker has twin 
sons in the Navy. Rain or shine 
they take their turns, inviting 
friends who may have no close 
relative in service to aid them, 
all intent upon doing a volun- 
tary job the best way possible. 

This October will mark the be- 
ginning of their third year here 
at Oak Knoll. This is just to let 
them know that we all sincerely 
appreciate their efforts and wish 
them continued success. 


Fry, AMMl/c, USN, Purple 
Heart; Lawrence L. Norman, s 
Pfc., USMCR. Purple Heart Ci a- 
tion (No Medal) ; Budd Lyne Bv- 
bee, F2 c, V6, USNR, Purpleh 
Heart; Keith Lynwood Robeson, 
Phm 2 c, USN, Purple HeaA 
Harry Ralph Lessar. MOMM2 c ‘ 
USNR, Purple Heart; Leroy P 
Chiles, Pfc., USMCR,. Purple 
Heart; James T. Bass, Pfc., 
USMCR, Purple Heart; Roy L. 
Williamson, Jr., AOM3 c. USN, 
Unit Citation; Phillip Jenner 
McGuire, Jr., Cphm. USN, Unit 
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Citation. 


MAA Force Holds Picnic 


You’ve heard about firemen’s 
picnics, salesmen's conventions, 
and policemen’s rallies' but 
they’re mild in comparison to 
the picnic held by the MAA force - ’ i 
at Tifden Park, in Berkeley, oti 
June 11th. 

The crew, on returning, looked 
more like a convoy of decrepit 
veterans just arriving from one 
of the fighting fronts. The crim- t 
son tint on their faces, accords 
ing to them, was inflicted by Ole 
Sol. We firmly believe it wai 
caused by a severe case of con- 
science, or could it have been s 
case of something else? Many el 
them spent their time swimming 
in the sunny brook. 

We know Evans’ face should 
have been red after having beer 
thrown for a loss in a wrestling 
match with Beth Siegman. Ther 
there was Smallwood who canu 
in contact with the spirit ua 
world after having had but twe 
beers? And where did Phelps fine 
the three women with 'bt 
babies? 

Altogether, the gang had t 
time to be remembered, anc 
hopes it won't be long befon 
they'll have another opportunitj 
to display the true spirit of OA 
KNOLL. 

* * * 

Flash! Sailors are buying 
hair oil because the pompadouJ 
is combing back. 
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NEW SWIMMING POOL COMMISSIONED 





KAY KYSER AND COMPANY HERE FOR 
COMMISSIONING CEREMONIES 

T HE commissioning ceremonies of our new swimming pool will 
long be remembered by those who attended as one of the 

piimcv I i^t t fl nd !? 0St fusing, shows ever given on this compound. 
Sifu i g H the ? h °w,.and Kays graceful, breath-taking strip-tease 
a^. his championship belly-flop into the new pool, just to please 
some unbeliever from Missouri. J p 

Mr. Kyser was presented a scroll by Mayor John F Slavich 

n^ r ih S i Sin i g h the f ratltude of the citizenry of Oakland for making 
possible through his unselfish efforts, the pool and bathhouse 

Captain A. H. Dearing. our commanding officer was Dresented 
an official deed to the swimming pool, by the Mayor P reiented 

V ,*r a . st lar S est indoor dance ever held in America was 

5v r Sooo' The S26flno V rT, A H^ it0r ' Um The «tendan« was S 

S th (^chairmanship Ben 

honor or hrs^Jv'e'inTo'the po'ol ^“curUs^F 

asco swimming ehamplon, displayed her skid and grace by glv“g 


an exhibition 100-yard dash. She was paced by George Harris 
Si/c USCG Rhythmic swimming by Jean Reynolds and Marion 
Had l e ,y ? f th , e Fairmont Hotel plunge. Joan Pringle and 10-year- 
old Morley Shapiro did some very fancy diving. 

HoS y Ta P l e vf^ tec l his *if w °? ale feature singer, Don Leslie, taking 
Harry Babbit s place. It is beginning to look as though Kay and 

the Navy are playing hop-scotch with his male singers Harry is 
now in the Navy, serenading the swabs at the Naval Training 
Center at San Diego. Don, an honorably discharged veteran was 
discharged about a year ago from the Navy. Since then he has 
been with Jack Buckingham’s band and Alvino Ray 

Just before signing up with Kay he had been with rko 
making a picture, “Since You Went Away,” which will be released 
very soon. This was his fourth visit at Oak Knoll to enter^tn 

While 1 , S hn He H i erVed ( aboard the Solace as a Hospital Apprentice 
While aboaid he sustained a back injury. 

If groans, moans, cries and sighs are an indication of a singer’s 

thl i 

This week s Lucky Strike show will be Kav’s last fnr n ,, i ' 

(Continued on page B) & lvxuMcai 
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RECREATION FACILITIES DEDICATED 





(1) II. G. Webster, Pfc., USMC W. S. Beaty, Sgt., USMC, and M. R. Bishop, MoMM 2 c, 
USN, enjoying their first game of pool on the station. (2) Captain Bearing and Lt. 
Carey rolling the first bowls down the alleys. Not a single pin was left standing. 
(3) Sir. Ken Stacy, representing Mr. Bill Kyne of Bay Meadows Track. 


IT’S A STRIKE!!! 

AT THE opening ceremonies, Captain 1 tearing and Li. (,jg) 
' Y Carey rolled the first balls down the alleys simultaneously. 
In keeping with highest naval traditions, both were strikes. 
In the spring of ! 43 Bill Kyne, Manager of the Bay Meadows 
aee Track, donated $10,000 to our Welfare and Recreation Depart- 
tent to build and equip the bowling alleys and pool tables. 
Throughout the racing season, Mr. Kyne has entertained, as his 
crsonal guests, at least thirty of our patients every week. 

Mr. Kvne was unable to attend the opening due to a fire in the 
aide area at the track, lie was represented by Ken Stacy, bis 
u bl icily representative. 

June 23 was Naval Hospital Day at the track; five checks of 
10,000 each were presented to hospitals in the Bay Area. Over 
2,000,000 has been raised by the track for morale purposes so fai- 
ns year; $3,000,000 more is expected by the end of the year. 
These added recreation facilities will offer many hours of relax- 
iion and enjoyment to the men returning from the battlefronts. 
Air Stacy stated, “If you like this howling alley, we II try to 
ave another one for you by the end of the year, and more, too." 


A DREAM COME TRUE 


L AST Thursday the dream of a thou-, 
sand patients came to life when 
■^Mrs. Georgia Carroll (Kyser) ap- 
peared on the Kyser bandstand at the 
swimming pool commissioning, and 
softly gave out with “Good Night. Where 
Ever You Are.” 

The song went straight to the hearts 
of her spellbound audience. Patients 
and staff alike watched, dreamy eyed, as 
the beautiful bride of two weeks went 
into, “I’ll Be Seeing You.” 

Miss Carroll, or Mrs. Kyser it is now, 
slipped into the audience during the first 
half of the performance, and sat offi- 
cially unnoticed. It is believed, however, 
that more eyes were directed towards 
her blonde loveliness than were watch- 
ing the band. 

Miss Carroll halls from Dallas. Texas 


She has been in California for the last 
three years. She Ls a former Powers 
Model. 

During Kay’s unscheduled strip-tease, 
Miss Carroll laughed heartily When 
queried about it afterwards, she admitttfl 
she was rather worried for a while, but 
it came out all right (in the end). \ 

Of course the pool is lovely, but in hflj 
opinion it would be much nicer for 
some of the more seriously ill patlenttj 
if it were heated. 

Graciously posing with the patients 
and signing numerous casts, notebooks 
and articles of clothing. Miss Carroll left 
a sense of something sweet and lovely 
with Oak Knoll. 

“As the boys would say. “The song 
ended, but the memory lingers on ” 


Swimming Pool Ceremonies (Continued) 

Knowledge. The King Sisters will hold up the feminine part oi 
the show. 

“We feel that this pool represents the esteem of Oakland do- 
zens and their desire to do something for the sick and wounds# 
men who returned from overseas. 

“It will be used to afford the men recreation and rehabilitation 
lor the treatment of those ailments for which such exercises have 
a therapeutic value. We appreciate it and accept it most grate- 
lully It was with these words that Captain A. H. Dearing, our 
commanding officer, accepted the swimming pool from Mayor Jon 
F. Slavich. 




Extra copies of this issue, to send home, are available 
upon request at the office of the oak Leaf. 



A bronze placque will be placed on the pool reading: “Th& 
swimming pool is a gift of the City of Oakland to the U. S. Nava 
Hospital at Oakland, California. For their generosity, and tn 
kindness of Kay Kyser and his orchestra, the commanding office 
and all hands are deeply grateful.” 
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YOU CAN READ BETWEEN 
THE LINES BUT DON’T BLAME 
US FOR WHAT YOU READ 
THERE . — The Ed. 

X-Chief Master at Arms (By 
Night) Stanfield is trying to 
beat a poor 2nd Class’s time by 
convoying a certain Wave home 
at 0430 in the morning after a 
strenuous special watch. The 
cad!!! We thought he spent all 
his time at the FOX farm. 

Dapper Dick Weldon has been 
Fieley velly fine, lately, thank 
you please. (Chinese, in case you 
didn’t know.) Waves and Waves 
of women are still on the wait- 
ing list (we quote B. Sigman). 

Mickey Finn is a very unusual 
gal; most people throw pebbles 
at windows, she throws dimes 
(usually at Prather’s). Not only 
that, she takes on the responsi- 
bility every morning of seeing 
that he has hot coffee and sand- 
■ ‘wiches and just most any thing 
his little heart desires. Ah! 
spring. (In the spring a young 
• man’s heart turns to something 
fancy.)- 

Why was “Pretty Boy” Oehmig 
MASKerading while a certain 
baby technicianess was being 
appendectomized? Was it his in- 
terest in surgery, or was it a 
BONNES he had in mind? 

. And then there was one about 
La Framboise who asked for a 
change of detail because it was 
becoming too BOYCEsterous for 
him at the lab. Give him a break, 
girls. He still has a lot to learn 
about women — especially Betty 
and Dotty. 

Somebody said to P. N. Murphy 
i 1 * * * 5 at one of the local bars, “I can 
1 drink you under the table,” but 
•Murphy tilted too many, and 
spent the night under a pin ball 
. machine! 

Congratulations to Bunny 
Gribbin for adopting the “Good 
Neighbor” Policy. She’s given up 
wolves and turning her affec- 
tions to kangaroos. (Don’t keep 
it a secret any longer, Bunny. 
What’s that Aussie’s name?) 

John Willy.' Phm 1/c, is again 
a proud father. This time it’s n 
baby girl weighing 7 lbs. He will 
. return to his usual post office 
activities after a short period of 
convalescence. 

Boner of the week: A dashing 
Vave named Osterberg, from 
. 73B > taking a cart to the store - 
oom to pick up two flashlight 
* julbs. 

And why was Regan so intent 
Jn destroying the picture of him 
stealing a snooze on the guerney? 

. When it rains it pours! One of 
the most fortunate men on the 
compound is Mr. Bucceili, ex Pro- 
vost Marshal. Multiple congratu- 
lations are in order for his - 
l. Promotion to Chief Pharma- 
cist. 2 Being-chosen for Pharm- 
acist School at Bethesda, Md. 

L The addition of one John An- 
hony to his household. Said 
/oungster tipped the beam at 


Read “Our Navy” and 
Keep Up on the Affairs 
Of the Navy 

“Our Navy” is a bi-monthly 
publication written by Navy men 
for Navy men and women. In the 
future “Our Navy” will be circu- 
lated throughout the compound 
by “Barney” Barnes, PhM 1/c, 
and “Dick” Culbertson, PhM 2 'c. 

The price per copy is 25 cents. 
Subscription may be had for six 
months or a year. The yearly 
subscription has a premium at- 
tached. The subscription for a 
year is $5, or $2.50 for six months. 

This publication may be sent 
as a present to shipmates any 
place you may designate. 


Oak Knoll Sailors 

Torpedoed 

In Lake Merritt 

Gunga Jim Whelan and Jive 
McGregor, half shot veterans of 
many campaigns, narrowly es- 
caped injury when the LMC 
(Lake Merritt Canoe), on which 
they were attempting a beach- 
head on the treacherous south 
shore was torpedoed and sunk. 

They were heartily received by 
the Shore Patrol, given shelter, 
BLACK coffee, and cigarettes. 

Our heroes were awarded the 
Legion of MERRITT for their 
gallant efforts. A Bogands cita- 
tion was promptly placed in their 
records. 



A young man one day was far 
from home and loved ones. He 
was among a strange people who 
had peculiar customs and stan- 
dards of life. He worked hard 
among these people trying to 
help them see and experience 
the blessings of a better way of 
life: a way of happiness, joy, 
peace, prosperity, and brother- 
hood. 

As he worked, he remembered 
his loved ones back home. The 
teachings of his church and 
home were always guiding sign- 
posts when temptations were 
strong and persistent. But his 
way was hard: his troubles were 
numerous; and his sufferings 
were severe. Sometimes he be- 
came weary and tired. Out of 
this background and experience 
Howard A. Walter wrote these 
unforgetable words: 

I would be true, for there are 
those who trust me; 

I would be pure, for there are 
those who care; 

I would be strong, for there is 
much to suffer; 

I would be brave, for there is 
much to dare. 

I would be friend of all, the foe, 
the friendless; 

I would be giving, and forget 
the gift; 

I would be humble, for I know 
my weakness; 

I would look up, and laugh, 
and love, and lift. 

Today there are millions of 
service men and women far from 
home and loved ones. They are 
experiencing the hardships and 
sufferings of war conditions. In- 
fluences which once held them 
steady and true are suddenly re- 
moved. In their excitement and 


1 244th of a ton, and bears a 
striking resemblance to his 

father. 

No, that wasn’t a sleepwalker 

Mr. Benchoff saw tearing out of 
26 A the other morning; it was 
only swing shift Betz on his way 

to gather his daily bouquet of 
roses. It s touching, the concern 
Betz has for the beauteous at- 
mosphere of the record office. 


adventure they have been swept 
from the safe moorings of for- 
mer days. Many are being 
tempted, as never before, to do 
things far from their former 
standards and ideals. As a result, 
many are discouraged, fearful, 
unhappy, and lonely. 

In humility and with a genu- 
ine sincerity I would say to these 
service men and women: “Always 
remember your loved ones! Ever 
strive hard to be true to the 
teachings of your church and 
home! Keep your ideals glowing! 
Dare to live a pure, clean, and 
brave life! Give your best efforts 
to your job, whatever or where 
ever it may be! Be determined 
that when you come back, you 
will have absolutely nothing in 
your experiences in the service 
to cause you the least shame 
and remorse! 

And where ever you go, re- 
member what Jesus once said, 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even 
to the end of the world.” 

Albert Schmitt, Chaplain. 
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Get Thee Behind Me, 

But Push 

The smell that wafts over your 
way, as you read these lines, is 
the old, familiar smell of advice; 
and the flower that’s responsible 
for it is the editorial ink pot. It’s 
a common fragrance, but not un- 
lovely, not unlovely. 

The fact is that we are im- 
pressed with the “time hangs 
heavy” mood of many an ambu- 
latory patient on this compound. 
When you first got back to the 
continent, if you were not too 
sick, it was a joy just to be back, 
alive, and on the road to re- 
covery. Sweetness and light 
seemed to be everywhere — even 
if that meant only telephones, 
civilians, newspapers, quicker 
mail service, and weekend lib- 
erties that you could really use. 

But, by and by, the honeymoon 
glamor of the return faded and 
you came to need — quite frankly 
— advice! That’s where we come 
in. We’re your man, if you don’t 
stop reading here. 

Need some vocational guid- 
ance? We have a testing expert 
who will run you through his 
“comptometer” and find out your 
hidden talents. Want a hobby? 
See what the Hobby House has to 
offer. 

Want to “read with a pur- 
pose.” There’s a library on the 
banks of our local river, and it 
has or will get almost anything 
you might want. 

Want to read Navy Regs? Want 
a dishwashing detail? But now 
we are going too far with a good 
thing! We’ve advised you very 
beautifully, nonetheless. Follow 
through, mates, and if you don’t 
find greater “inner peace” than 
you’ve lately had, we’ll get be- 
hind you, personally, and push 
you into some nice, neat, little 
niche where you will. 


Officers’ Dance 



Shown ,h„»e . .«««* -j-n — «< 
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Chaplain Taps Dentist 
In Tennis Finals 


Moiphy 


by Penberthy 


Chaplain J. m. Whallon be- 
came the “Don Budge’’ of Oak 
Knoll last week by defeating 
Lieut, (jg) Wright in a loosely 
played match, 7-5, 6-0, 7-5. In 
the first set it looked as though 
Wright would walk away with 
the title, leading 5-2 and set 
point, but Whallon, settling down 
to the job, regained the lead and 
continued on to end strongly. In 
the semi-finals Wright had a 



Vi__ 


strenuous 5-set struggle with 
Malone, Lion Six boy. 

The trophies were presented 
to the finalists by Capt. A. H. 
Dearing Wednesday, June 14, 
just before the movie. They ac- 
cepted their awards modestly, 
especially Whallon, who gave 
signs of having received trophies 
before. 

Both tournaments were highly 
successful, and should pave the 
way for future tournaments. 



Wave Sports 


HE WANTS To KNOW WHERE 

to get the oak k moll bus " 


Lady: “How were you wounded, 
my kind man?” 

Sailor: “By a shell, lady.” 
Lady: “Did it explode?” 
Sailor: “No. It crept up close 
and bit me!” 


Aesculapian Acorns 


The problem at today’s depart- 
ment meeting is, “Where to 
Place the Sufa?” Last week we 
solved the question of “Where 
to Place the Scalpel?” That one 
was easy, although a little time 
consuming. You take (a) one 
right-handed surgeon, (b) four 
left-handed assistants, (c) two 
ambidextrous nurses and <d) six 
corpsmen. Add one model with a 
right sided abdominal and/or 
thoracic lesion, one Mayo stand 
and thirty-two assorted instru- 
ments. Proceed. Place the scal- 
pel at the right hand side of the 
stand when the stand is stand- 
ing where it should stand under 
standard conditions, remove the 
six corpsmen to an aseptic dis- 
tance, assign retractors to all 
assistants (length of retractor 
according to rank), clear all six 
visiting surgeons from the scene 
of action (they have strayed in 
during the setting up of the in- 
strument tray and are full of 
admiration), sound a soft 
chord of music and incise. This 
leaves no space in which to con- 
sider this week’s problem, so we 
will reserve its solution foi a 


subsequent issue. All suggestions 
gratefully received. 


When does a Leave-and-Lib- 
erty Officer have too much Lib- 
erty? Answer: when he can’t get 
back into his own room. The 
divan in the lobby was fairly 
comfortable, although a little 
chilly in the small hours. Who 
filched those keys? 


Corps school has been defined 
as a place to which aspiring 
young seamen and seawomen go 
in order to be trained in some- 
thing for which they will never 
be used again. And the big- 
gest and handsomest school on 
the compound is conducted by 
our Dental Department (Division 
of Superior Picnics, Section on 
Combined Jamborees and Field 
Days). It’s getting now so that 
the Staff Dental officers have to 
fight their way through a pha- 
lanx of students before they can 
find the patient, and when they 
can’t find the patient . . . they 
all study hard. 

THE RAMP TRAMP. 


Hatchfield Victor in 
Women’s Tennis 


Moving up to second place 
the Waves Softball League, t 1 
Oak Knoll Waves have added h 
more games to their lists of co 
quests. 

In the. game with San Fra 
cisco Personnel on June 6, 0! 
Knoll poured on a streak 
heavy hitting. Final score: 14 
3. The combined pitching 
L. Hodgeson and Tex Ware * 
such that the San Franc- 
Team got only two hits. 

The loss of third basem * 
Max Segner was a sad blow ; 
the team, with Dennison a 
Walthers already out; howev i. 
Kip Fahr, out since the start « 
the season with a bad finger, 
filling the position nicely. 

Another blow fell when pitch 
Hodgeson was ordered to sir - 
bay on the morning of the gait 
with the San Francisco BB’s c 
June 13. However, Ware die 
magnificent job holding the o- 
[posing team, and the final scoi 
was 19-5. 

The addition of Marge Emmei ' 
ick in left field is a big help wi’ , 
her heavy stickwork. Anoth 
new fielder is Josie Josephsoj 
who played the last half of tt 
game with the BB’s, as did Angj 
Poljenec and Mary Ann Morri 
These new players, along wit 
old standbys Wodjek, Merto, an 
Minott, put on a display of fane 
batting, while Hatchfield is rap 
idly earning a name for hersel 
as “Home Run King,” knopkin 
out four round-trippers this sea 


A beautiful Victory cup was 
presented to D. Hatchfield last 
week by Captain A. H. Dearing. 
Hatchfield defeated Miss K. 
Klemenok (NNC) in the final 
tennis match, recently, 6-1, 7-5, 
7-5. 

Miss Klemenok was awarded 
the runner up’s loving cup. The 


son. 


< 

! 



Oaks Top Receiving 
Ship, 9 to 8 

Staging late rallies in the fifth 
and sixth innings after spottinj 
the Receiving Ship 8 runs in J 
frightful fourth inning, OaJ 
Knoll defeated R S 9 to 8, Fri- 
day, June 12, maintaining theil i 
hold on first place in the Distrlc! 
League. The leaders, with a ( 
and 0 record, proved to be jusi 
that by scoring 4 runs with twe 
out in the fifth. Then, in tttf 
sixth. Spade singled with . 
bases loaded to break the :ie 
Except for the weary fourt 
Malone again was the master. 


Divine Services 






awards were made at the 2000 
show on June 14. 

Defeated in the semi-finals 
were Marie Bennett and Jean 
Dennison. Dennison was 
scratched, however, as she was 
hurt in a softball game. About 
30 Waves and nurses took part. 


Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegel ha Iter. R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass— 0630, 0830 and U00. 
Weekday Mass— 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass • 
Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 
Protestant: _ 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. bcnnuwt 
J. M. Whallon. Ext. 261. 

Sunday: Morning Worship— 0930 
Bible Study (Dental Clinic*— 1030. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. „ , - * 

Daily Devotionals— (except Sunday* 
0730. . i 

Bible Study (Thursday in Chapel)— 
Jewish: 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 2b0. 

Monday (<*hapel>— 1445. rf * n d<iuce 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attend^ 
on Monday from 1440 to w [ 

Jewish personnel kindly send in 
to the Chaplain. t 

The members of any faith not ^ . 
resented on this compound J* 1 ** fXL 
the Chaplains’ office for inform* 







to welcome Captain H. H. Carroll, (MC) USN as our new executive 
officer. 


Captain Carroll comes directly from the Naval Hospital at Bethes- 
da. Md„ where he was Chief of Medical Service. 

The Captain states that he is very glad to return to the sunny 
( ? t climate of California after 6 years’ absence. He was on duty at 
the Mare Island Hospital from 1930 to 1933; at the Strawberry Can- 
yon Project, and the San Pablo Dam Project. 

We are very fortunate to have an officer of the wide and varied 
experience of Captain Carroll, as an executive head of our hospital. 
The Captain entered the Navy in 1927 after receiving his M. D. de- 
gree at the University of Minnesota. 




Our Navy at War 

Two years ago last month— in 
June of 1942 — the American 
Navy fought a brilliant engage- 
ment at Midway. It was a battle 
marking the turning point in the 
Pacific War, and fought when we 
had only a fraction of the 
strength we now have. In June 
of 1944, the American Navy 
fought the Battle of the Mari- 
ahas in waters 2000 miles closer 
to Tokyo. Between these events 
* lies a record worth reviewing, a 
record of gradually mounting of- 
fensive strength and action. 

< A convenient and brief sum- 
mary of the Pacific War in these 
two years is published in the Bu 
Pers Information Bulletin for 
June, and a graphic representa- 
. tion of the Battle of Midway, it- 
self, is the subject of Navy Map 
. .. Number 4, on display about the 
compound.) 

In this series of articles in the 
Oakleaf, there will be presented 
the main outlines of the Navy at 
War in these two years, not so 
much as news, but as summaries, 
and for a perspective of our 
achievements in the period. 

After Pearl Harbor, the Japa- 
nese began an offensive into the 
Allied countries of the Southwest 
Pacific and into Oceania — an of- 
fensive so ambitious that within 
the first 5 months of their drive, 
they had seized and occupied an 
area one-third the size of the 
U S. This, added to insular areas 
which they owned or held as 
mandates, plus their earlier Chi- 
► nese. Korean; Manchurian, and 
Indo-Chinese conquests added up 
to awesome strength and stra- 
tegic security. 

It was not until May, 1942. 
that they were thwarted suc- 
cessfully at any point. This was 
in the Battle of the Coral Sea. 
Thumbnail paragraphs of this 
and subsequent battles in the 
Pacific, to date, will follow in the 
order of their occurrence 

BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA 
'4 M ay to 9 May, 1942). Basic 
Javanese strategy: To isolate 
Australia from contact with the 

(Continued on page >> 


Ken Overlin Predicts 
Another Golden Ring Era 

Ken Overlin, former middle- 
weight world champion, predicts 
another golden era in boxing. 

Many of the youngsters who 
are now in the armed forces box- 
ing in tournaments in outposts 
all over the world will be seen on 
the marquees as the champions 
of tomorrow. One of them, who 
may now be fighting on the 
battlefields of France, or the 
South Pacific, will some day de- 
throne the mighty Joe Louis. 
Ken believes the Brown Bomber 
still packs the dynamite to dis- 
courage many who assume him 
to be a thing of the past. 


The boxing game of today is 
dormant, but the post-war pe- 
riod will bring forth new blood. 
The Tunneys, Dempseys, Walk- 
ers, MacLarnins and other greats 
of the roaring twenties will be 
reproduced. Boxing will thrive 
as never before. The million dol- 
lar gates that promoters have so 
vainly strived to attain in the 
past decade will blossom forth 
to new heights. 

Overlin began his boxing ca- 
reer over fifteen years ago in the 
Navy. Confident of his ability to 
cope with the present day fight- 
ers. he is about to embark on 
another campaign in which he 
hopes to regain the fame and 
glory a few years ago. 


<S> 

Fire Chief Boasts 

Of Fine Record 

Our fire department originated 
July 1, 1943. The equipment was 
meager at first, but has grown 
into a modern motor-driven or- 
ganization. It now boasts of two 
Mack fire pumper trucks with 
nineteen efficiently trained fire- 
fighters. The Security Officer, 
along with his able supervisor, 
can well be proud of this achieve- 
ment. In cases of necessity, the 
Oakland fire department can be 
called upon for their support. 

According to Fire Chief H. L. 
Royce, “an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.” Fire pre- 
vention means removal of all 
known causes of fire. The cooper- 
ation of all hands is necessary. 

Carelessness is the most com- 
mon cause. Trash should not be 
allowed to accumulate in waste 
baskets, trash containers, or 
against barricades where depos- 
ited by the wind. Live butts and 
matches should be extinguished 
in trays and receptacles so pro- 
vided. It lakes two elements to 
produce fires: Combustible mate- 
rial and a live spark. If we keep 
one from the other by use of 
knowledge and care we are prac- 
ticing “Fire Prevention.” 

All personnel who have been 
assigned a fire station should 
know the exact location of that 
station and have a thorough 
knowledge of what they should do 
upon arrival at their fire station. 
Acquaint yourself with the loca- 
tion of the fire alarm boxes. Be 
on the alert and spread the alarm 
as quickly as possible if you see 
a fire starting. 

The fire department is striving 
at all times to eliminate fires at 
this hospital. Let us all help them 
maintain their splendid record in 
having one of the most efficient 
units of any Naval station. 

Bowling Alley Schedule 

Officers and Staff— 1130 to 1300. 
Patients — 1300 to 1700. 

Staff— 1700 to 2100. 

Officers have preference in 
Alleys 5 and 6 all day. 
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\our Government is offering you the opportunity to continue 
your voting privilege . . . Take Advantage of It. 

The new Service Men’s Voting Law provides that there shall 
be delivered to each eligible person a War Ballot Postcard, not 
later than 15 August outside the U. S. and not later than 15 Sep- 
tember inside the U. S. 

An eligible person is any citizen who is a member of the Armed 
Forces of the U. S., or a civilian attached to. or serving with, the 
Armed Forces, who will be 21 years old on 7 November 19+4 (18 
years old for Georgia citizens). 

These postcards will he distributed, if practicable, at muster, 
or when the entire command (including attached civilians) is pres- 
ent. Those not present, for any reason, will be provided with post- 
cards at the earliest opportunity. 

Postcards referred to shall be made available, at appropriate 
times, for use in general elections, primary and special elections. 

Such postcards may be used, if state law permits, as applica- 
tions for ballots under state absentee balloting laws, applications 
for registration under state balloting laws, or to be used to obtain 
information pertaining to the various states. 

The Secretary of the Navy shall cause ballots, information for 
voting procedure, and lists of candidates, to be distributed among 
the members of each command, if practicable. The Secretary shall 
cause executed ballots to be collected and transmitted to the Sec- 
retaries of the individual states. 

It shall be unlawful for any censor or any other member of 
the executive branch of the U. S. Government to remove any letter, 
communication, political literature, or arguments addressed to an 
individual member of the Armed Forces, unless such literature 
contains information which may be of value to the enemy in the 

prosecution of the war. 

All letters and postcards pertaining to Federal or State W ar 
Ballots, and identifiable as such in any manner, shall be given air- 
mail transportation or the most expeditious hand Ling possible. Law 
contemplates that such matter shall be air-mail, free of postage. 

For additional information, see the voting officer, Ensign R. A. 
Price, iu the Ship’s Service Office. 


Red Cross News 


The winner of the First Ward 
lble tennis tournament on 45-A 
ras H. G. Smith, F 1/c. The finals 
etween F. D. Paschal, Ph^J 3/c, 
nd Smith, was a hard fought 
latch with a score of 21-14; 
8-21; the players in the ward 
ill see that he has a tough time 
taying there. 

The “music lovers” of 72-A are 
gaily hot. Ford. S.T. M 1/c, of 
2-B, was hard put to play popu- 
ir numbers they couldn’t guess, 
uch oldies as “Dardenella and 
Yes Sir. That’s My Baby, gave 
hem a bad time, though. When 
'ord really wants to win, he si p. 
i one of his own compositions, 
mong them “Diggin' 1 to ‘the 
n-avel” and “The Oak Knoii 
tomp ” which are really all ngh . 

WoSid the girl friend like a por- 

rait of you? Mrs. Allen, Gray 
ady, has been doing sketches o 


patients in the wards. If you’d 
like to see yourself in charcoal, 
give your request to a Gray Lady. 

The storeroom hours are now 
0830-1000 and 1300-1630. Anyone 
interested in an ocarina (sweet 
potato) quartet? We have two 
sets, complete with music and in- 
structions. We have plenty of Chi- 
nese checkers, chess and dart 
games, cross-word puzzles and 
scrapbooks of jokes. There are al- 
ways some men who don’t know 
we have sweaters for them. If you 
see someone shivering, why not 
pass the word along? We also 
have razors, but these should be 
ordered through the ward nurse. 

The Red Cross Recreation De- 
partment is contemplating the 
publishing of a paper called 
“Lifelines,’’ composed entirely o 
poems written by our patients 
and staff personnel. Bring your 
masterpiece to Miss Buckner in 
the Recreation Department. 


f t The Chaplain* s Corner j- -j- 






This article is reprinted and asked why the change in tM 
by request. Ibid on the violin. How was b 

THE OLD VIOLIN ; possible that the value for ' he 


There was an auction con 


_ I violin could change from thr® 


small Western vll- | «>!??< « 


dUCtCd ‘few %£ Crowds I ~er M-l 


Se?ea Tro^^err secuon’lo I £ 


cr 


bid on some needed article. On. | 01 


ecu u „ the master’s hand”. The youn< 

of the many articles auctioned} „ , U u ™ 


:j o„ ch , nnH iman seemed puzzled and .slow!- 

was an old violin dusts and walked away _thinking. "" 

worn. The auctioneer held up - . * , 

she instrument — “What am I of- ,T ie P oin t this incident 

fered for this violin?” The re- ; this. Souls are being auction*- 

sponse was slow. Finally a bid everv day for a few paltry dc 1 

came from the crowd— “one dol- j lar S- The auctioneer and the bid 

lar”— “one dollar is the bid, who i der s are the diabolical forces o 

will make it two?” After some | the world. Materialists, Atheists 

persuasion from the auctioneer j Agnostics, bidding for your so 


two dollars was bid and finally - They offer a few paltry dollar. 


three dollars. 


a few hours of so-called “goo 



At this point an old man time”, a' pittance of finite vatu, 
stepped from the audience. ! for your- soul, immortal and n- 
walked to the auctioneer’s stand, finite in value. A value wh.cb. 
took the violin in his aged hands, j can only be appreciated by i. 
dusted off the accumulated dust, I Prayerful glance to the hill ri 
tuned the strings, tightened the Calvary Just when the soul is 
bow and began to play. There about to be snatched a ivf 
was a solemn silence in the crushed, an invisible ham 

reaches out in the midst of a 
sin maddened world — tunes it 


dusts it off and hands it back 


crowd. Hardly a person moved. 

In fact, it seemed that all held 

their breath lest they might miss . , _ ,, 

a note from the “old and dusty” a masterpiece of Gods crea 

violin. The old man finished the tIve hand. ■ v jj. j 

piece, gently placed the violin in When jrour soul is being auc 
its original place, and in a mo- tioned. what will you accept foi 
ment was lost in the crowd. The the bid? What is Christ bidding! 
sweet melody from the violin j w *fi y° u permit Him to breal 
seemed to have entranced them through the angry mob of indS 
The silence was broken by the , ference, laxity and vice 0 Will yoi 
auctioneer’s voice — “What am I ; permit Him to dust it off, til£ 
bid for this violin?” To be brief, B up? Cr will it be sold for i . 
the violin was sold for three : tew paltry dollars 0 You alons 
thousand dollars. must make the decision. Thin! 


After the auction, a young 
man approached the auctioneer 


of the touch of the master’s hanc 
Chaplain G. B. Spiegel pialte* 


Navy at War 


( Continued) 

U. S.. eventually to occupy Aus- 
tralia, and to make U. S. coun^- 
ter-offensives against Japanese 
holdings difficult by seizing New 7 
Hebrides, New Caledonia, and 
New Zealand, as soon as the 
Coral Sea was swept clean of the 
American and Australian naval 
forces. 


Final score : Japanese losses 
were: 11 ships sunk and 12 dam- 


Divine Services 


Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter. R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 06S0, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 

Confessions — Daily, before Mass. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 

Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman. A. Schmitt. 

J. M- Whallon. Ext. 261. 

Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic) — 1030. 

Ward Devotlonals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotlonals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study (Thursday in Chapel) — 1500. 
Jewish: 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday (OJiapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is In attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send In names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 


aged; 100 aircraft. America! • 
losses were 3 ships sunk — th 
Lexington <CV>. the Sims *DD> 
and the Neosho, tanker. Plari 
losses were in the vicinity of 
to 50. The Yorktown iCV), als 
suffered a serious but not a crip 
pling hit. With emergency re 
pairs at Pearl Harbor, she wa 
able to rush back to Midway i) 
time for that engagement. Mo$ 
important of all. however, is tha 
the Battle caused, the Japanes 
to make temporary alteration 
in their plans, abandoning the! 
Australian project and layin 
plans for an attack in anothe 
sector entirely.- 






Swimming Pool Schedul 

The following schedule will t 
in effect at the swimming pot 
until further notice: 


Monday Through Friday 

0600-0630 — Morning dip. 

1000-1130— Enlisted patients. 

1 130-1300 — Enlisted staff. 

1 300- 1600— Pat tents, nighi corpsmen W 
cept Wednesday). 

1600-1730— Officers. 

1730-2100— Enlisted staff 

Wednesdays 
1300-1500— Nurses. 


Saturdays 

1230-1500— Staff officers, nurses and gut 
1500-2100— Enlisted patients and *ran 


Sundays nlir , 

1230-1500— Staff and patient officers, nur* 
and guests. . 

1500-2100— Enlisted patients and 
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Babies 



The 25A Friday Morning 
Breakfast Club 


That isn’t the beat of tom toms 
you hear emitting from the 
Waves quarters each morning. 
It’s the beat of turn turns at- 
tached to the persons of En- 
trickin. Pennington, Morse, and 
Morris. With the help of orange 
juice, salads, and all kinds of 
physical torture, they soon hope 
to be the pin up girls of the 
compound. 

Winning says he’d throw his 
mother-in-law out the window, 
but his conscience bothers him 
He’s afraid he might injure 
somebody passing by at the time. 

Lt. Roberly is now singing, 
“Milkman, keep that Jo Grimm 
quiet”, since the Dinah Shore of 
the Waves barracks gave out 
with her rendition of that popu- 
lar number after lights out. 

“Kiss the boys goodbye.” Why 
don’t some of you girls adopt the 
same slogan as Myrtle Novak? 
Allullie now wants to volunteer 
. for all the patients drafts leav- 
ing the hospital. The war bond 
sales would boom if the boys 
thought one of her kisses w’ere 
attached to the transaction. 

Prather refuses to be a kept 
man any longer. He just puts on 
his BROGANS and goes ashore. 
He’s changed from Mickey Finns 
to Copenhagen snuff. That’s 
snuff for this week. 

Boner of the week: Thompson 
: r * using tooth powder for a skin 
irritation. Was his face red . . . 
or was it his face? 

We hear Randall has been 
having quite a lark through the 
MEADOWS lately! 

The days of chfValry aren’t 
dead. There are still some gen- 
tlemen left in the record office. 
Notice how they flock to help 
Bobby Hatfield while she’s at the 
filing cabinet. Could they pos- 
. sibly be trying to file their claims 
for her attention? 

Then there’s one about an ab- 
sent minded aviation cadet who 
goes to X-ray, instead of the 
: post office, for STAMPS. Could it 

be a feemail he’s after? 

Don Lyons claims he’s broke 
because he .was helcf up around 
Foothill and Seminary the other 
hight. Personally we believe 
that’s the only way he could 
have gotten back to the hospi- 
tal. 

Why do they need master-at- 
arms iii Ship’s Service when a 
beautiful redhead called "Boats” 
seems to have all the boys un- 
der control?' Could it be that 
dazzling red hair that enchants 
them so? 

Attention O. P. A.! A new for- 
• mula for gasoline has been in- 
vented here at Oak Knoll. The 
invention: Vitamin B1 -{-cleaning 
fluid-gasoline. The inventor: 
Norma Entrickin’s boy friend. 
The results: Amazing! Amazing! 
He certainly can never use the 
old standby, “I’ve run out of 
gas.” 

jii ( 


A miniature birthday cake 
with one candle was sitting on 
Dr. Brown’s desk. “One of my 
some 700 children had a party,” 
he smiles, but before he can elu- 
cidate, there is a wild cry from 
the next room and with a hastily 
mumbled apology he hurries to 
the scene of the crime! 

Slipping through the door be- 
hind him, we see on the table a 
poor innocent baby about ten 
months old. The frightened 
mother is wringing her hands 
and murmuring, “Doctor, save 
my child! While heroine Dr. 
(Nadine) Teeter, HAlc, cautious- 
ly tries to coax the bottle of 
95 per cent from the hands of 
the unknowing infant. 

Before we had time to fully di- 
gest our discovery, a breathless 
Wave came tearing through the 
halls chanting, “Calling Dr. 
Dorr, calling Doctor Dorr, emer- 
gency on 73B, Doctor Dorr, 
please report to 73B imme- 
diately!” 

This was our chance ... a 
scoop! A real honest to goodness 
emergency and we were in on 
the ground floor. But where was 
Doctor Dorr? He came swooping 
through the clinic, grabbing up 
a scalpel and a thermometer, 
and fled in the general direction 
of 73B, his coat tails streaming 
behind him. 

Awed as we were, in the face 
of this drama of life, we kept 
close behind the doctor and con- 
sequently arrived on the ward 
just in time to see Dr. E. M. Dorr 
and Dr. Bill Macdonald rescue a 
sadly bruised and broken intern 
from the clutches of infuriated 
womanhood. Yes, our scoop, our 
lite and death emergency was 
nothing more than an irate 
mother who had overheard Dr 
L. R. Ortega say that all new- 
born babies looked just the same, 
and all of them were ugly! 

As long as we were on the 
waid, we took a quick look at 


some of their records and found 
that since the Maternity ward 
was started in August, 1943, al- 
most 1100 babies have been de- 
livered! The largest, a girl, 
weighed 10 pounds 12 oz. The 
smallest was a boy, tipping the 
scales at 2 pounds and 15 oz. The 
death rate of the babies is very 
low, and not a mother has been 
lost! 

This was news! This was what 
we were after! Delving deeper 
into the files we found that the 
doctors deliver an average of 
from four to five babies a day. 
In one twenty-four hour period 
14 babies were delivered! 

Suddenly we heard a whimper, 
then a wail, and baby after baby 
joined in the noisy chorus until 
Miss McCabe, with a harassed 
look on her face, dashed into the 
office. After rummaging through 
the desk, she pulled out an old 
battered snapshot and headed 
full speed for the nursery! 

We looked at each other in 
amazement! What in the world? 
Without wasting another min- 
ute, we tore after the fast dis- 
appearing Miss McCabe and ar- 
rived at the door of the Nursery 
just as the last whimper died 
away. The babies were all con- 
tentedly sucking their thumbs 
and gazing raptly at a picture of 
Dr. Richard L. Mason. . . . The 
babies’ Pin-Up Man! ! J.M.W. 


Then, too, things could be 
worse . . . suppose you had sea- 
sickness AND lockjaw! 


“Wish we had a fifth for 
bridge.” 

“You don’t need a fifth for 
bridge, you dope.” 

“Well, make it a pint, then.” 

Sailor — “Is that ice cream 
pure?” 

Waitress— “As pure as the girl 
of your dreams.” 

Sailor — “I’ll take a ham sand- 
wich.” 


“Good morning, shipmates. 
This is station MAA bringing you 
your 25A Friday Morning Break- 
fast Club, sponsored by the mak- 
ers of Dr. Berry's Extra Duty 
Pills. 

“Are you bored on the ward? 
An HA deuce who takes abuse? 
A WAVE who can’t behave? A 
mate who doesn’t rate? If so, 
what you need is a good dose of 
Dr. Berry’s Extra Duty Pills. 

“We interrupt this program to 
bring you a special announce- 
ment. The laundry crew is 
wanted in the laundry to search 
for a corpsman from 73B who 
was last seen sleeping in a linen 
hamper on the ward. Lay down 
there on the double.” 

"And now to get on with the 
broadcast. The time is 0605, cour- 
tesy of Southward’s Sleep-Proof 
Special Watches. Guaranteed to 
last at least four hours.” 

“We will now start our morning 
leg exercises to the tune of that 
famous Boogie Woogie number, 
Let’s Get Hot on the Detail.’ Get 
yourself a piece of steel wool, 
place it under your right foot, 
and rub it briskly back and forth 
on the deck. This will tone your 
muscles and give you perfect 
co-ordination. If you begin to 
tire, relax, and we’ll play our 
well-known quiz game, ‘What’s 
Your Name?’ The lucky winners 
will receive the privilege of a spe- 
cial visit to the captain. The de- 
cision of the MAA’s is final. In 
case of tie, duplicate prizes will 
be awarded. If you would care for 
a box of Dr. Berry’s Extra Duty 
Pills, just tear off the top of your 
nearest master of arms, or a rea- 
sonable facsimile, and it will be 
sent to you free of charge. 

“Tomorrow morning’s program 
will be in honor of the Navy’s 
holiday, Field Day. All shades are 
to be drawn at half-mast for this 
great occasion. 

“And now, in conclusion, we 
hope this program has done much 
to alleviate your troubled minds. 
Just remember, ‘If you can’t work 
and be merry, see Dr. Berry.’ ” 


The O. O. D. 

(With apologies to Joyce Kilmer) 

I think that I shall never see 
a man with troubles like the 
O.O.D. 

A man that looks at gobs all day, 
and lifts his weary arms to say, 

“The Chaplain, son, will square 
you away.” 

The men whose burdens he must 
bear 

provoke him till they’re in his 
hair. 

The gobs come in for liberty 
dressed 

and leave his office much de- 
pressed. 

Poems are made by fools like me, 
but I’m much happier than the 
poor O.D. 
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Oaks Defeat General 
Cable Company 

22 June, 1944. Civic Auditorium 
Park. Oak Knoll defeated Gen- 
eral Cable here tonight, 5 to 2, to 
win their fifth city league game 
and remain in sole possession of 
first place. Tonight it was the 
defensive strength rather than 
offensive power which proved to 
be the deciding factor, with sev- 
eral beautiful plays helping Par- 
kinson out of what few holes he 
managed to dig, although he 
allowed but ’four hits. 

As has been the case in most of 
the previous games, the Oaks 
jumped off to a three-run first- 
inning lead, enough to win. With 
one out, Beauchemin signaled, 
and scored on Segale’s double. 
Anderson scored Segale with a 
single, and then scored a second 
later on Lindsay’s double. They 
got another run in the second on 
walks to Spade and Furgson, and 
Petri’s single. Then in the sev- 
enth the Oaks scored their last 
run on hits by Furgson and Par- 
kinson, the latter a double. 

General Cable threatened sev- 
eral times, but managed to score 
only in the second on successive 
singles, and in the sixth on a walk 
to Frigie and Tisher’s double. 
Neither team was guilty of an 
error, all the runs being earned. 


27 June, 1944, 73rd Ave. Park. 
Oak Knoll won their seventeenth 
game of the year, and their four- 
teenth in succession here tonight, 
by defeating San Bruno, 11 to 2. 
They have lost but one. It was 
also their fifth District League 
victory, to put them in sole pos- 
session of first place. 

They scored in the second on 
Lindsay’s walk, and Beauche- 
min’s double. Then in the third 
they had a big seven-run inning 
to sew things up. They literally 
bunted Pitcher Leon to death, 
and those who didn’t, walked. If 


Moiphy . . . . 


by Penberthy 



THE FIVE STAGES OF BRANDY AND WATER 


they didn’t turn up some circus 
base running, they may still be 
playing. 

In the sixth Anderson proved 
that the Oaks’ power hitting was 
more than a claim by parking his 
second homer of the season deep 
in right center, with two men on. 


Saleslady (Behind counter at 
one of the downtown stores) : May 
I help you, Miss? 

Wave: No (pause, with a sigh), 
I just want to eat my heart out. 



Fire Chief H. L. Royee and his fire fighters. 


Intra-Station Rivalries 

Post Office, pre-season favor- 
ites, were crowned champions of 
the Intra league on Friday, June 
23, 1944. Boasting a 5 to 1 rec- 
ord they finished a game ahead 
of Commissary and N. P., who 
both dropped two games while 
winning four. Possessing both 
power hitting and brilliant pitch- 
ing the “lettermen” ended 
strongly, winning their last 5 
games in a row. N. P., who start- 
ed out like the “David” of the 
league when they defeated P. O. 
in the first game, cooled down to 
tie Commissary for second place. 
Staff Personnel took fourth spot 
with a 3 and 3 record, while suf- 
fering an offensive and defen- 
sive collapse. Then came Marine 
Detachment, tied for fourth; 
Physio and Trans. 

STANDINGS 

W. L. AVg. 

Post Office 5 1 .833 

N. P 4 2 .666 

Comm 4 2 .666 

Personnel 3 3 .500 

Marine 3 3 .500 

Physio . . 2 4 .333 

Trans 0 6 .000 


A bachelor is a person who 
doesn’t want to and a bigamist is 
one who loves two. 


A tommyhawk is what if you 
go to sleep suddenly and wake 
up without hair, if there is an 
Indian with. 


Wave Sports 


A three-way tie for first pdac< 
now exists in the Waves Softbal 
league, between Moffet Fiete 
Mare Island and Oak Knoll. Mof 
fet Field was undefeated up an 
til last Tuesday when Mar 
Island took them ... by a scor 
that was close ... but definltel . 
Oak Knoll lost to Moffet Fie, 
several games ago, and th 
have been tied for second plsu. 
with Mare Island. In a game ; 
Oak Knoll last Tuesday, 

Fleet Post Office Team wa 


downed 15-0. 


; 








A number of new players ha*; f 
been turning out for the tean .i 
and during the last game m n. 
of them' showed promise. 

, 

Captain Corky Walthers 
back after a six-weeks’ abse 
due to a shoulder injury suffe 
in the first game. Jean De 
son, slugger who fills the secon* 
base position, also saw a lit 
action in the last game. She 
been out for the last three gan 
because of a knee injury. 

Pitchers Hodgeson and W 
expect to get in some hea 
practicing along with the rest 
the team so Oak Knoll can corry 
up with the league champion! 
ship. 

In spite of last minute despe 
rate practices and pep talks, see 
ond place was all the Waves 0 ■ 
Oak Knoll could claim in tti> 
Waves league tournament. 

I 

The games have been going 01 
over a period of several month 
and our girls have lost only on 
league game and that to Moffe* t 
Field- several weeks ago. 




Last week, in their final gamf 
a number of new players wer 
used, many of them showing i 
lot of promise. The score wa 
15-0, Fleet P. O. Hodgesoc 
pitcher, was in her usual gooi 
form, and Denny, the sluggini 
second baseman, was back ii 
after a month’s absence due b 
a knee injury. 

Members of the team are D. 1 
Hatchfield. L. Hodgeson. Marg< 
Emmerick, G. Minott, J. Dennit 
son. K. Fehr, A. Young. N. En 
triken,. M. Ware, B. Siegman 
Wodjek, Mirto Walthers, J. J? 
sephson, M. Morris, and honor 
ary members Insley, Wheeler uQ( 
Jane Perry. 

Even though the Waves will n< 
longer be practicing softball, th« 
colorful uniforms will still 
much in evidence as it is £0| 
mored that a bowling team 
be started and they’ll give th< 
fellows’ teams all the competi 
tion they want. 


One Gqb: Look, buddy, I’ve go 
to have twenty bucks by tomor 
row and I haven’t the slightes 
idea w-here I’m going to get it. 

Buddy: That’s different, for 
moment I thought you were goto* 
to ask me. 
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Lieut. Comdr. Albert B. Montgomery, Administrative head of Oak Knoll. 

Veteran of 36 Years’ 

Naval Service 


They were still playing golf 
when Lt. Commander Albert B. 
Montgomery was first assigned to 
duty at Oak Knoll. He arrived 
here in February, 1942, for duty 
in connection with construction 
and equipping of the hospital. 

The U. S. Naval Hospital, Oak- 
land, is only one of the many in- 
teresting and varied stations on 
which Mr: Montgomery has 
served. Enlisting on April 9, 1908, 
in the rating of Hospital Appren- 
tice, he was sent to the Receiving 
Ship USS Franklin for outfitting, 
and from there to the U. S. Naval 
Hospital, Washington, D. C. 

Typhoid Mary 

Mr. Montgomery arrived in 
Washington during the typhoid 


epidemic of 1908, caused by the 
historical “Typhoid Mary.” The 
Hospital Corps then was almost 
90% nursing, and the corpsmen 
had their hands full and more! 
There were no Navy nurses un- 
til the fall of 1908, so everything 
was handled by the corpsmen. 

Biggest Thrill 

One of the biggest thrills of his 
career was when he was assigned 
to duty on the Navy’s first motor 
ambulance. In 1909 he rode in 
the ambulance in the inaugural 
parade for President Taft. 

Mr. Montgomery has a file of 
orders he has received since be- 
coming Warrant Officer. The or- 
ders cover a period of 25 years, 
and are a story in themselves. 

In 1920 and 1921 he served as 
a Medical Officer in the National 
Army of Santo Domingo. 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 4) 


Captain Dearing Presents 
Scroll to Navy Mothers — 
Represents C. B. deMille 

July 6, 1944 was quite a red 
letter day for the Navy Mother’s 
Club. The commander of the 
Navy Mothers Club in Oakland, 
Mrs. Dorothy Sandberg, was pre- 
sented a scroll in recognition of 
the fine work they have done in 
hospitals throughout the United 
States, providing entertainment, 
housing, and extending hospi- 
tality to service men. 

The scroll was worded as fol- 
lows: 

“Presented to the Navy 
Mothers Club of America in 
recognition of outstanding ac- 
complishments in the communi- 
ties in which they serve. This 
scroll is awarded in commemor- 
ation of a hero of the U. S. Navy 
— Commander Corydon M. Was- 
sell (MC) USNR.” 

Captain Dearing commented, 
“It affords me great pleasure to 
present this scroll to the Oak- 
land Navy Mothers Club in com- 
memoration of Comdr. Wassell, 
Medical Officer in the Navy who 
so heroically saved the lives of 
a number of our sailors in the 
Battle of Java.” 


Joseph B. Zikas, New 
Provost Marshal, Arrives 
at Oak Knoll 

Mr. Zikas has just finished the 
course in Administration at the 
Hospital Corps Officer’s School 
at Bethesda, Maryland. 

This tour of duty at Oak Knoll 
will be Mr. Zikas’s first on the 
west coast. He states that he has 
heard very good reports on Oak 
Knoll from our recent Provost 
Marshal, Mr. Bucelli, whom he 
relieves. 

The female complement on the 
compound will be glad to know 
that Mr. Zikas will boost the 
bachelor complement on the 
base to 43. But take it easy, girls, 
Mr. Zikas is a very persevering 
young man, he’d have to be to 
keep his freedom all these years. 


War Bond Sales 
Total $41,000 

Culminating a drive that 
started on July 1st, the total 
bond sales amounted to $41,000. 
All departments gave splendid 
cooperation in making it a 
smooth running campaign. 

The drive was well publicized 
with posters and rallies. Mr. 
Davis, of the paint shop, William 
Lum and F. D. Petting, were re- 
sponsible for the attractive 
posters conspicuously placed 
throughout the compound. 

On July 6th, the station band 
heralded the drive by traveling 
around the compound in a jam- 
boree that ended at Gendreau 
Circle. Symbolizing the events of 
the day, Uncle Sam was seen giv- 
ing Hitler and Tojo the beating 
they so deserve. 

The War Bond dance, held on 
the evening of the 6th, will long 
be remembered. The “Rhythm 
Doctors,” along with Bitsy Ben 
Morris as M. C., gave a fine per- 
formance. Mary Woods, well- 
known radio singer in the Bay 
Area, added to her popularity 
with a few selections. Jackson 
and Blackstone received loud ap- 
plause for their version of ball- 
room dancing. The hearts of the 
hep-cats were captivated by the 
jive of Sammy Ford and his 
troupe. Altogether, it was a 
splendid show. One of the best 
we’ve ever had. 

The WAVES gave an outstand- 
ing performance of their ability 
by being credited with the sale 
of $5,000 worth of bonds. This 
total, along with contributions 
from .WAVES stationed in the 
West Coast area, will be instru- 
mental in the purchasing of a 
motor torpedo boat. Ruth Thorn 
and Marie Bolonger received a 
$25.00 bond for their efforts in 
obtaining the highest number of 
sales among the WAVES. Miss 
F. E. Osburne was presented one 
for $50.00 for her faithful solici- 
tation among the nurses. 

Captain Snell, Chief of Medi- 
cine, is credited with the highest 
purchase, after having bought a 
total of $4,000 worth. 
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Most men look at anything they undertake in a business man- 
ner. America, and its people, are business-minded. 

If you planned to establish a business, or become a member of 
an established business, you’d familiarize yourself with the poli- 
cies, foundations and customs of it. You’d obtain circulars, maga- 
zines and pamphlets that might be published concerning the 
operations and future expansion of that business. Even more 
important than understanding the business, as a whole, you’d 
want to understand the particular branch you’d fit into. 

We, of the Hospital Corps, should devote as much of our time, 
studying and learning about one of the most important branches 
of the Navy. All men revel in the satisfaction that their fellow- 
men admire and appreciate the work they do. A hospital corpsman 
is in a position to have his work well appreciated. This being true, 
it is equally conspicuous if the corpsman cannot perform his duties 
properly. 

Only men who have administered aid to the sick and wounded 
can know the emotion a man feels when he knows what to do in 
an emergency and does it well. 

If a patient has confidence in the corpsman attending him, it 
will have a decided effect on his recovery. Some day, through your 
knowledge, you may save a man’s life. Then you'll be proud of 
the hours you spent in preparing for such an event. 

The Navy is a business. Let’s all endeavor to become an indis- 
pensable part of that business by applying ourselves to it. 


Off the Bookshelf 


Use your hospital library, if 
you haven't already acquired the 
habit. You will find it convenient 
(directly across from the recrea- 
tion building), comfortable, and 
well stocked with all types of 
reading. 

Keep up with your buddies 
who are still overseas, and read 
of your own ship or your former 
station in new books such as 
these: 


Condition Red , by Commander 
Bell, is a personalized account 
and a good one, of destroyer ac- 
tion in the South Pacific; tales 
of smashing blows at Guadal- 
canal. Tulagi. Gavutu and Tan- 
ambogo. Popular war correspon- 
dent Ernie Pyle’s best-seller, 
Here Is Your War, is a book you 
will like for its reality and its 
human approach to war report- 
ing And you’ll like The Wounded 
Get Back, by Maisel, because it s 
a layman’s account of your own 
story; of the trip from Mob. 
Units to base hospitals, mention- 
ing doctors and corpsmen and 
nurses you will know. 

If you prefer to read non-wai 
fiction, try: Indigo, a novel cr 
India by Weston, or Sholem 
Asch’s fictional interpretation of 
the life of Saint Paul, The 


Apostle, or a recent Erie Stanley 
Gardner mystery solved by 
Perry Mason in The Case of the 
Drowsy Mosquito, or an excel- 
lent and red-blooded story of the 
Western states in prohibition 
times, called The Big Rock Candy 
Mountain. You’ll find something 
for every taste. 


Jack and Bill went over the hill 
and stayed longer than they 
orter. 

When they returned, they both 
got burned with five days 
bread and water. 


Divine Services 


Uholic: , _ _ 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 0630, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0050 and 1640. 
Confessions— Daily, before Mass. 

Novena Devotions— Friday at 1830. 

-otestant: „ . 

Chaplains C. D. Chiisman, A. Schmitt. 

J M. Whallon. Ext. 261. 

Sunday: Morning Worship— 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic)— 1030. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 

Blble°Study (Thursday in Chapel) — 1500. 

^ isfa : 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 



f t The Chaplain's Corner f t 


There is a saying: “Those who 
can, DO; those who can’t, CRITI- 
CIZE.” 

Criticism is not a practice con- 
fined to civilian life. It is a vice 
which the service man must be 
constantly on guard against if 
efficiency is to be promoted and 
maintained. 

Some have the strange idea 
that criticism is clever and 
marks the critic a smart fellow, 
far superior to the one whom he 
criticises. They consider it smart 
to be able to point out the faults, 
mistakes and shortcomings of 
the other fellow — that it is a 
display of brilliancy to tell the 
man who has done something 
constructive, written a book, 
played a game, how he should 
have done it. 

As a matter of fact, the reac- 
tion of those who hear the un- 
kind critic is not at all one of 
admiration of his wit and per- 
ception, but rather one of sus- 
picion. One of the suspicion that 
the critic is jealous, that he is 
aware that the one he criticises 
is more capable, better devel- 
oped, more popular than himself. 

Kindness in thought and word 
is merely the observance of the 
general command of Christ: 
“Thou Shalt Love Thy Neighbor 
as Thyself.” 

We are pleased when others 
like us, approve of us and notice 
the things we do well. We want 


others to give us the benefit * 
the doubt, to try to see our bettt 
side and to bear with, and for 
give us our human limitation 
and defects. 

Criticism of others mate 
them more watchful of us. Ger 
erally we are inclined to be mo 
critical of others with regard 
faults which we possess ou . 
selves.. 4 ■ ■ 

Unkind critics become speck, 
ists in the disagreeable. Tt 
come to see only faults; a tho 
sand good qualities, one bt 
they see the bad; A thousand a 
tions well done, one bad, th< 
see the bad. A thousand sut 
cesses, one failure, they conic f* 
trate op the failure. 

On the other hand, the kinc 
person:' Not only sees pleasar 
things in others but actual’, 
promotes their developmen *j 
People who find that he thin! 
they are good or heroic or or 
selfish, try to make good ar 
become as he thinks them. • 

When the kind person has 
sincere criticism to make peop’ 
trust him. They realize that , 
is not from a habit of criticif 
that he is speaking but what / 
believes, to be the truth Th 
say, “Let’s act on his judgment 

Unkindly criticism is a had! 
For our own happiness let i 
stop it and uproot it and in it 
place plant deeply the habit ■ 
a kindly attitude. 


U.S.O. Show Makes 
Tremendous Hit 

On July 7, the USO Hospital 
Unit No. 3; under the manage- 
ment of Mr. James Kelso, enter- 
tained the staff and patients 
with the “Swingtime Follies.” 

The audience, comprised most- 
ly of men just returned frotn 
overseas, gave the show a tre- 
mendous ovation. Some of the 
acts were forced to do many en- 
cores before the men would allow 
them to leave the stage. 

The feature of the evening was 
when Courtland and Cook of- 
fered to play ping pong with 
anyone in the audience for a $25 
war bond. Erin Lewis, a patient, 
accepted the challenge, and was 
soundly trounced by Cook. The 
final score was: Cook, 21; 
Lewis, 2. 

The USO is doing a wonderful 
job of keeping the morale of the 
Allies at a high peak throughout 
the world. We can use the enter- 
tainment they’ve provided at this 
hospital as an Indication of their 
fine efforts. 


Miss Sherrill, the newly ap- 
pointed Public Relations Of- 
ficer, has her office in room 
No. 209 in the new Admin- 
istration building, Extension 
160. Contact her if you have 
stories of interest to the public. 


Mr. Montgomery 

(Continued from Page I) 

“Franklin Delano Roosevelt” 
the signature on several sets 
orders, signed in 1918 as As*,, 
Secgetary of the Navy. 

A Commissioned Officer ft 
over 25 years, Mr. Montgomei 
served 20 years in. the Navy b| 
fore he ever reached the We 
Coast. His first assignment t 
the West Coast was Personn 
Officer at the U. S. Naval Hosp 
tal in San Diego in 1930. 

Other interesting duty statioi 
are the U. S. Naval Base. Queen, 
town, Ireland: U. S. Naval Acs. 
demy. Annapolis, Md.; Bureau' 
Medicine and Surgery, and U- 
Naval Hospital, Pearl Harbo 
T. H. These are only a few • 
the some 27 stations on whit 
he has Served, and he states. 1 
has enjoyed duty at every on 

A Word to the Wise 

In summing up the 36-ot 
years of service by this offir 
who has so nearly reached tl 
top, we would say he has gn’t 
the Navy much. His formu 
for success is, “Adapt yourst 
to the circumstances in whit 
you find yourself” . . . you t' r 
lose, just look at Mr. Montge 
ery. 

An MAA. a boot defined, is 
source of information who w 
gladly give you all the detail-' 



Saturday. 22 July, 1944 


THE OAK LEAF 


j. j . 




We hear MacLinden. “the mim- 
eograph office Romeo,’ is trying 
to compete with the WAVES 
reducing club by applying for 
Mme. Du Barry’s course. He 
spends hours admiring his man- 
ly physique in the head each 
night. Don’t kid yourself Mac, 
inhalations in front of a mirror 
won’t take that spare tire away 
permanently. 

The man with the most rug- 
ged detail on the compound: 
“King Soloman Petrie,” and his 
harem of fourteen women in the 
post office director service. All 
the boys want to change their 
rates to mail specialists. 

It’s usually the service of the 
shore patrol to bring the boys 
back from town who “went to 
town.” Lil Reba and Pat Connell 
are different, they wound up in 
the shore patrol wagon before 
they even got to town. How are 
you girls ever going to live that 
down? 

Advice to Wilma McCann: 
Cats aren’t like dogs. They don’t 
dig holes to bury bones, or have 
you already learned that? 

The captain would never have 
believed B. H. Hall if he had 
come in AWOL from a patients 
draft just because he couldn’t 
master the art of eating with 
chop sticks. He’d still be in that 
chop suey house in Seattle if his 
friends hadn’t dragged him out. 

Mystery of the week: Who stole 
the stairway leading from the 
chapel to-28A? 

£ Why do the boys sit for hours 
(after working hours of course) 
supposedly . drinking coffee in 
ship’s service? No, that isn’t an 
“Asiatic stare” in their eyes, it 
happens to be the shapely, 
Nickey. It’s too bad she’s only 
seventeen fellows! 

Embarrassing moments: Mar- 
jorie Josephson, better known as 
“Josie,” almost becoming a sec- 
ond “Lady Godiva” down at the 
pool last week. Pandemonium, 
along with one of the buttons on 
her bathing suit, broke loose. 
Now Josie Qarries a burlap sack 
with her just in case. 

Nan Ginter is getting “punchy” 
from being the time clock for all 
the corpsmen in the dental 
clinic. Most of them are biding 
time to make time with her. 

Blakley, the dressing room 
corpsman of 40B is going to start 
having classes in the' use of the 
straight edged razor. To use the 
well known French mystery 
clause “Cherchez La Femme.” " 

The Man Mountain of the Life 
Guards, at the pool, is causing 
quite a tremulo in the hearts of 
our fair sex, after each dip he 
goes back into the dressing room 
to re-do his hair-do. 

Quinlin, of the laundry, says 
he drew his gal from small stores, 
but she looks more like some- 
thing from the “lucky bag.” 


OUR NAVY AT WAR 

[The second installment of a short series summarizing the Naval 
record of the past two years.) 


After the Battle of the Coral 
Sea in May, 1942, Japan tempo- 
rarily abandoned the effort to 
block off the United States from 
direct contact with Australia. 
She undertook, instead, to attack 
our outposts at Midway, with a 
view to eventual capture of Pearl 
Harbor, less than 1500 miles to 
the south and east. The stakes 
in this Battle of Midway were 
no less important than Pearl 
Harbor itself, therefore, and the 
name of the battle should not 
obscure the importance of the 
issue. 

Our Naval strength was still 
very much impaired in June of 
1942, and our admirals had to 
risk virtually everything we had 
in the encounter; our force had 
to be concentrated, also, despite 
the certain knowledge that the 
Japanese would undoubtedly at- 
tack in more than one place. 
Our leaders correctly estimated 
the Japanese plan, however, and 
were not tempted into dispers- 
ing our limited strength, even 
though an attack on the Aleu- 
tian Islands, of Kiska and Attu, 
was made at approximately the 
same time as the blow at Mid- 
way. • 

In the Battle of Midway, the 
enemy losses included three de- 
stroyers and four carriers sunk, 
two or three battleships, two 
heavy cruisers, three light cruis- 
ers and four transports dam- 
aged. American losses included 
the carrier Yorktown and the 
destroyer Hammann, sunk. 
American loss of life was just 
over 300 officers and men. In the 
words of Admiral King, “The 
Battle of Midway was the first 
decisive defeat suffered by the 
Japanese Navy in 350 years.” 
The achievement is the more re- 
markable for us, considering the 
fractional part of our present 
strength which was then avail- 
able for meeting the Japanese 
threat. 

Although the Japanese pene- 
tration went on in the Aleutians, 


there were signs that renewed 
activity in the Solomons repre- 
sented a greater threat to United 
Nations interests. Plans for 
blocking us off from Australia 
appeared to be under way again, 
and it was deemed necessary to 
devote our major strength to 
that theatre. The amphibious 
operations on Guadalcanal, be- 
ginning on August 7, 1942, gave 
rise to a succession of naval bat- 
tles, which need to be identified. 
Two are referred to briefly, here. 
The first of these, the Battle of 
Savo Island, fought during the 
second night after our landings, 
was in the nature of a surprise 
attack, and cost us a total of four 
cruisers — the Australian Can- 
berra and the American Quincy, 
Vincennes and Astoria. 


The “Oak Leaf,” being a 
representative paper of the 
staff and patients, on the 
compound, wishes to extend 
this opportunity to any mem- 
ber of the staff or to any 
patient to submit any article, 
of any type, at any time. If 
you should desire, the article 
will be printed as anonymous 
or otherwise. 

Due to the fact that our 
space is very limited at this 
time we should like to suggest 
that the article be as concise 
as practicable. 

Our office is located in room 
4 of building No. 1. Our box in 
the new Administration build- 
ing is No. 238. 

This is your paper, use it. — 
Editor. 


How NOT to Use 
A Washing Machine 

You are about to wash clothes. 
Get your sea-bag and hammock. 
Also your blankets. Take them 
to the wash room of the quar- 
ters. Patiently await your turn 
for the machines, proceed as fol- 
lows: First, fill the machine two- 
thirds full, then put in the fol- 
lowing: 5 suits of whites, 6 white 
hats, 12 suits of skivvies, 12 pairs 
of socks, just one blanket, one 
quart of bleach, 2 boxes of soap 
powder (pilfered from the gear 
locker) . Press it all down as 
much as possible; if a little water 
seeps to the top, throw in the 
other blanket, press it down 
again and if the water still seeps 
to the top, throw in the rest of 
the contents of your sea bag 
(might just as well throw in the 
sea-bag, too) . 

Now plug in the motor. Don’t 
worry about its whines and 
groans, it’s only backing up for 
a start or perhaps burning up 
the bearings or pinion gears; or 
else like a good worker, it washes 
your conglomerated mess (if the 
blades succeed in staying on the 
paddle) . 

In the meantime your ham- 
mock has been idle. Spread it 
out on the deck, bed down and 
do a little thinking. Then when 
your (soft) head has rested a 
bit, get up and look at your 
wash. Guess it’s about time to 
take it out (it’s been in about an 
hour and a half) . 

Suddenly you realize that you 
rate liberty tonight and here it 
is almost 1630. Frantically grab 
all you can hold and force it 
into the wringer; if they are a 
bit reluctant, just grab the han- 
diest crowbar and push with all 
your might (what if it does 
break? You’ve got to make that 
liberty party). Let the rest of 
the guys use their scrub brushes; 
you should worry, your clothes 
are finished for another month. 

Some of you may think this is 
an exaggeration; if you think so 
come around some time and see' 


Energetic Workers of the 
A.W.V.S. Are Doing 
Their Part 

“Unite and Serve” is the motto 
of one of the country’s largest 
volunteer organizations, “The 
American Women’s Voluntary 
Services.” It cooperates with all 
other existing agencies to bring 
comfort and cheer to men in 
uniform, and to aid the war ef- 
fort. All members of the Oak- 
land unit serve without pay, and 
all services are rendered without 
charge. 

We’re all familiar with the en- 
tertainment that has been pro- 
vided on our stage, and in the 
wards by this organization. That 
is just one of the many services 
it renders at this hospital. The 
ladies in blue spend many hours 
of their time distributing little 
articles that lend a ray of sun- 
shine to the lives of our sick and 
wounded veterans. 

Once each month, the AWVS 
motor corps drives barbers to the 
hospital. When blocks of tickets 
are provided, it transports pa- 
tients to sporting, civic, and cul- 
tural events. Many of the boys 
have thanked their lucky stars 
for catching the AWVS station 
wagon when the last bus had al- 
ready left 90th and MacArthur 
in the wee hours of the morning. 

The new canteen at the 16th 
Street Southern Pacific station 
has become a popular meeting 
place for service men, their fam- 
ilies, and friends. Over 25.0Q0 
service people have visited it 
since its opening on April 10. 

The AWVS housing bureau at 
518 18th Street, will be happy to 
help you with any housing prob- 
lems you may have. It has found 
homes for nearly 10,000 service 
people the past two years. 

When victory is ours, these 
ladies can well say, “we’ve done 
our part.” 


Quadruplets Arrive 
in 73 A !- 

The turmoil in the maternity 
ward last week was something 
unequaled in its history. All 
hands were on the verge of 
sheer exhaustion when the ter- 
rific ordeal was over. The doctors 
were almost certain the Dionne 
record would be shattered, but 
the stork tired on the fourth 
round. However, their efforts 
were not in vain. The proud 
mother and offspring came 
through in the best of condition 
It is probable that the young 
mother will become a dependent 
ol the Navy, because the father 
could not be located. The bundles 
of joy will be named GERRY 
EVELYN, HELEN, and MARY. 

When the mother was asked 
for a statement, all she could 
say was, “MEOW!” 


The “Pin Up” girl fad, came i 
just as elastic was going out (Cc 
incidental, of course). 
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OAKS CROWNED CITY CHAMPS 


Defeat Westinghouse, 

11 to 8, in Thrilling Final 

By R. R. Beauchemin 


Civic Auditorium, 6 July 1944. 
Oak Knoll, staging brilliant three 
run rallies in the fifth and sixth 
innings, defeated Westinghouse 
11 to 8 here this evening to cap- 
ture Oakland’s city softball title. 
It was the Oak’s sixth league 
victory against no defeats. 

Homers Tell Tale 

Terrific home runs by Ander- 
son and Border were the telling 
blows in the Oaks, 11 hit attack. 
Anderson’s coming in the first 
with one on, while Border’s hit 
produced three runs in the fifth 
to tie the score. 

The Oak’s jumped to a three 
run lead in the first on a single 
by Segale, Border’s double, and 
Anderson’s homer. Parkingson 
was unable to hold this lead 
however, and relinquished five big 
runs on four successive hits and 
two walks. The Oak’s tied it up 
in the second on two hits and 
an error. Each scored a run in 
the third, and Westinghouse 
clustered two hits and three 
walks to score three in the fourth 
to route Parky. With bases load- 
ed, Manager Concannon called 
Mason in to stop the slaughter. 
Mase was equal to the task by 
getting the next three to face 


:h us firs 






Wave Sports 


Left to right: Whitmer, Petrone (trainer), Beauchemin, Border, SegaJe, 
Fiorentino, Barbero (Mjr.), (Kneeling): Anderson, Spade, Concannon, Mason, 
Petri, and Ferguso. 


him, two going down swinging. 

Trailing by three big runs, and 
Fisher, Westinghouse ace, pitch- 
ing beautifully, the Oak’s sud- 
denly came to life in the fifth 
after two were out to knot the 
count at 8 all. Petri and Segale 
singled, and then Border hit his 
mighty poke far over the left 
fielders head. 

Given the chance to win or 
lose his own game, Mason set- 
tled down and retired the last 
six men to face him. Then the 
Oak’s put the game on ice in the 


Moiphy . . . . 


by Penberthy 


1 — 








sixth with three more tallies. 
Mason, Concannon, and Mona- 
celli all singled to load the bases, 
and Mason scored what proved 
to be the winning run on Gisho’s 
error on Petri’s infield roller. 
Concannon and Monacelli scored 
on successive outs to cinch the 
decision. 


“I et six eggs for breakfast.’ 
“You mean ate, don’t you?” 
“Maybe it was eight I et!” 


It is true that beasts of the 
jungle will not hurt you if you 
carry a torch, that is if you carry 
it fast enough. 


“Here’s to our team, win 
lose, we’ll play the game, the 
we’ll booze I ” That’s the mott, 
of the Waves’ softball team, but 
don’t take it literally. 

They celebrated the end of th» 
league tournament at the B 3 ' ' 
Tabarin some time ago. Tranr 
portation was provided, tea* 
members and some of their mosv. 
ardent rooters attended. Alst 
Ensigns Jane Perry and Peggy , 1 
Saeing of San Francisco (Com- ■ 1 
munications). 

The last league game wa. “a 
played- two weeks ago with t] 
Fleet Post Office. Oak Knoll wo* 
but too late to rescue the covetflj. 
cup. League Champions are tl 
MofTatt Field players who wc 
all their games. 

The Oak Knoll Waves 
themselves proud however 
they lost only the game wit! 
MofTatt Field. Most of the othea ■> 
were walk-aways. 

Last Thursday the Waves’ teatf' 
played the first game in a doubL f 
header with Dade Bros-, of Oakf 
land, women’s team. Final scor< 
was 14-1 in favor of Oak Knoll 
The fellows from Dade Bros s 
played the Oak Knoll Station 
team in the second game. 

The League picnic was helj | 
July 11, in Sigmund Stern Grove , 
Golden Gate Park, San Fran- 
cisco. 


ISH IMPOSHIBLE! ! ! IMPOSHIBLE! ! ! 


Aesculapian Acorns 


To biopsy or not to biopsy — 
that has recently become the 
question, if the famous Will of 
literature will not squirm too 
much as we borrow his phrasing. 
The local Monday afternoon 
meetings of late seem to have 
difficulty in settling the weighty 
issue. If more do not step in or 
drop their two cents for discus- 
sion soon, no decision may be 
reached this year either. Unless 
the disciples of Roentgen, and 
the turners of the Integument 
meet in the squared circle. 


“Boys will be boys” — one of 
our group learned recently, but 
definitely we have men in our 
Navy. 


In spite of the deep secrecy 
with which one of our internes 
took the final vows with one of 
our more charming WAVES on 
the compound, Old Man Fate 
dropped orders in the young 
brides lap. He’s going to get 
orders himself some day — we 
hope ! 


One of our better known psy- 
chiatrists says, “you don’t have 


to be, but it helps.” It isn "- 1 
everybody who can light a cigar- 
ette that’s already lit. Said doe 
tor mastered the art durini 
lunch hour the other day. 


A surgeon from Surgery j 
seems to be the inspiration fo 
all the students to show thei 
virility, masculinity and matun 
ty, by blossoming forth wifi 
traces of fuzz on their uppef lil 
We’re all in favor of the woul 
be Clark Gables, but let us hop 
it never reaches the Mon 
Woolley stage. 
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The Acorns have been acquit 
ing a sort of standard or must; 
odor of late. So, to vary 
blend, some different and young 
er Oak Trees are being shaker 
The Scrub whence fell the nrs 
few is grateful for the new crffl 
and hopes that an additions 
Overcut or two is on the com 
pound. Please speak to one 0 
the Editors if you feel psycl 
communicative or pregnant wi> 
Worthwhile Data. Your anonym 
ity and »the inexorable laws *■ 
the U.S.N. will be your protec 
tion. 
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1. Russ and Virginia Lee give out with their rendition of “Homespun.” 2. Captain 
tains at the Claremont. 5. Mr. Morgan, the humorist. 6. Mr. Morgan, the 


I , , 1 l| sey Huss and famous trombone. 4. The Band ente 

pianist. 7. Miss Lee enraptures the hearts of the patients (and staff). 


Russ Morgan and Band 
Opens New Amphitheatre 

On July 27th, the familiar 
strains of “Does Your Heart Beat 
For Me,” echoed throughout the 
sprawling greens of Oak Knoll. 
Under ideal conditions, Russ 
Morgan, and his orchestra pro- 
vided the opening entertainment 
for the $28,000 amphitheatre. 


Russ let his hair down and 
proved to be a top notch gag 
man, surpassed only by his ability 
as an arranger, composer, mu- 
sician, and leader. Everyone felt 
welcome by being greeted with 
his famous theme, whether they 
arrived at the theatre early or 
late. Russ started the program 
with one of his own compositions, 


the day, ‘‘Goodnight Wherever 
You Are.” He quipped, "my sing- 
ing may not be as good as Si- 
natra’s, but I at least have 
blood.” Despite his modest state- 
ment, the male section of the 
audience still preferred him to 
the feminine idol of today. 


provided transportation. 

Russ takes his orchestra to 
some military camp at least once 
a week. He stated, ‘Td rather 
play at hospitals than other mili- 
tary establishments, because it 
seems to do more good. The men 
aren’t able to go out for their 
entertainment, so the least we 
can do is to bring it to them.” 

(Continued on page 3, col. 3) 


one of the most popular tunes of 


His appearance was sponsored 
by Music Corporation of America 
and Hotel Claremont. AWVS 
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EDITOR I A L 


Public Law 44(i, an act to provide Federal Government aid for 
the readjustment in civilian life of returning World War Vet- 
erans, has been niek-nanled the G.I. Bill of Rights. 

The G.I. Bill s main purpose is to help you deal with any and 
all problems that undoubtedly will be confronting you upon your 
discharge from the service. 

Any person who served in the active military or naval service 
on or after September l(i. 1040, and prior 1o the termination of 
the present war and has been discharged under conditions other 
than dishonorable and has served 90 days on active duty or shall 
have been released from active service by reason of an actual 
service-incurred injury or disability shall be eligible for the many 


advantages under the G.I. Bill. 

In each military organization there will be placed a represen- 
tative of the Veterans Administration. Mr. Clarence E. Willard 
has been placed here at Oak Knoll, on the second deck of the 
Community Building. The job of the administrator is to acquaint 
you with the many and various advantages the Government wants 
to offer you. If you want to continue your education, buy a 
business, a farm or a home, get a job. or receive an allowance 
until you are able to return to work, see Mr. Willard; he is trying 
to give you every possible opportunity to return to the type of 
civilian life you want. 

To us men in the armed services, the G.I. Bill of Rights will 
eventually prove to be one of the most important bills passed by 
this Congress. It is the duty of each man returning to civil life 
to see what the Government is offering us as a sort of remuneration 
for the time we have spent in the service. 


Off the Bookshelf 


During June, patients and staff 
of this hospital borrowed 4350 
library books. About two-thirds 
of these were novels, westerns 
and detective stories. History 
was next most popular, because 
war books are included in that 
group, and literature third, pos- 
sibly because of the humorous 
books. Biography and scientific 
and technical books are also 
much in demand. 

Some new books just received 
in the library and on the best- 
seller lists include Somerset 
Maugham’s The Razor’s Edge, 
Williams’ Leave Her to Heaven, 
and Sinclair’s Presidential 
Agent. In non-fiction are Grew’s 
10 Years in Japan, Bob Hope’s I 
Never Left Home, Botkin s A 
Treasury of American Folklore, 
Graham’s McGraw of the 
Giants. 

Some of your miscellaneous re- 
quests can be answered by new 
books in the library, on farming, 
chicken raising, marriage, jiu- 
jitsu, wild flowers, civil service, 
vitamins, tropical fish and 
rhymes (a dictionary). 

The new asphalt tile floor in 
the library makes the room 
quieter and gives a pleasantly 
warm color to the room. With 


the arrival of a new cookie jar, 
we hope that cookies will also 
arrive more often, though they 
do say that some of the mate- 
rials used in them are rationed. 

The book carts visit about fifty 
wards regularly. If you are a bed 
patient on a ward not visited by 
the book cars, ask your nurse t' 
phone the library, and books wifi 
be sent up by messenger. 


HA 2/c: Doctor, an MAA just 
hung himself! 

OOD: Have you cut him down 
yet? 

HA 2/c: No sir, he isn’t dead 
yet. 


Divine Services 


Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spleprelhalter. R. Cro 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 063*0 , 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass. 
Novena Devotions— Friday at 1830. 


Protestant: 4 _ . 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. Schmitt 

S P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 

Sunday: Morning Worship— 0930 
Bible Study (Dental Clinic)— 1030. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000,, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730 

Bible Study (Thursday In Chapel i— 1500 


aplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
ndav (Chapel) — 1445. 
me Jewish chaplain is n attendance 
Monday from 1440 to 1700. will all 
ilsh personnel kindly send In names 
the Chaplain. . 

^he members of any faith not rep- 
ented on this compound may contact 
% Chaplains’ office for Information. 


Saturday, 5 August, 



1. Officers pay tribute to honored veterans. 2. Marine First Lieutenant Haakon j 
Rasmussen receives the congratulations of Captain Dearing, after the latter hM 
pinned on the Marine the coveted Navy Cross awarded him “for extraordinw,; 
heroism” against the Japanese on Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands la* 
February. 3. Captain Dearing presenting the Navy Cross to Marine Private Fire 
Class Petero Melzoni for “extraordinary heroism” during the Marshall Islam 
campaign. 


Red Cross News 

Hospital ward entertainment is 
really coming into its own with a 
jive quartet of patients consist- 
ing of Ford. SM 1/c, piano; Pee- 
wee Smith, bass fiddle; Don 
Vejar, guitar; and Todd Smith, 
CM 1/c, saxophone. Major Moore, 
S 1/c Emcee’s and dances. They 
have been playing for wards in 
the 40’s and 70’s. 

Because of encouraging war 
news blood donors have dropped 
off 50 per cent. If you have had 
plasma, or know of anyone who 
has, you can help supply the 
urgent need for speakers on 
KROW by seeing Miss Henderson 
on the second deck of the Com-i 
munity Service Building. 

Recent additions to our Social 
Work Staff include Helen Rudin, 
social worker, who has had four 
years in Public Welfare, and was 
Dean of Mount Union College. 
Ohio; Elizabeth Clark, who com-' 
pleted her training in Medical 
Social Work at the University of 
Chicago; Dorothy Kagan, trans- 
ferred from Fort Ord, and for- 
merly of the Washington State 
Security Department; and Jean 
Knapp, social worker transferred 
from Camp Roberts, who worked 
with Family Welfare in Los An- 
geles before entering the Red 
Cross. Margaret Pfeiffer has just 
been attached to the social work- 
er staff here after training in 
Washington, D. C. 

The Recreation Department 
has also acquired two new work- 
ers: Betty Thompson just back 
to the States after a year and a 
half in the South Pacific; and 
Helena Borkland. who now es- 
corts professional entertainers 
on the wards. 


Study and Compete 
For That Next Rate 


The Bureau of Naval Personne 
has edited a very interesting let 
ter which is of importance to aj 
persons in the Naval Service Th’ 
pertinent features of this lettr 
which lays out the rules fot a< 
vancement in rating can 
found neatly summarized fa 
easy reading at the Post Librarj 
The Navy Department Informa 
tion Bulletin for June 1944 con* 
tains"the letter on pages 8 and ( 

Our complement, as estafcj 
lished by the Bureau, is in har 
fact, the number of men allowe 
on the Station for duty, accord 
ing to Rates. According to B 
Pers ltr. 134-44 mentioned abovi 
no station can advance in ratio 
any men In excess of the allow? 
complement. There are usuall 
more applicants for ratings a 
any one time than there are va 
cancies in the desired rat) 
Therefore, when a vacancy DOfc 
occur in the staff, a COMPEm 
TIVE examination will be hel 
for ELIGIBLE men. These exam 
inations will be announced as th 
vacancies arise and not before. 

All hands are advised to con 
suit the Bu Pers Informatio 
Bulletin to determine their eUg) 
bility for vacancies and then 
the best man win. 


A sandwich is an unsuccessful 
attempt to make both ends ni6§> 


Wave: Do you always 1<* 
under your bed before you s? 
your pr dyers? 

Wave: No, kid, I always sa 
my prayers first. 




Saturday. o August, 1!H4 


Scuttlebutt 
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You can read between the lines 
but don't blame us for what you 
read there. 

•Stinkey” Porter is one of the 
most lonesome Gals on the com- 
pound since she used up all of 
her "Wood Hue.” She was under 
the impression that one could go 
further with that "Come hither” 
odor, — she did— but now that the 
smell has flown, she is alone, with 
nothing but her memories, and a 
copy of "The Well of Loneli- 
ness.” 

The keeper of the liberty cards, 
Pat Patton was quite perturbed, 
when the corpsman from 77AorB. 
insisted on getting a card for Mr 
Rehabilitation, after all, his 
name was on the list. Keep on 
trying Hadue. maybe next time. 

Attention!!! Marines, Sailors, 
Soldiers, Civilians, and all the 
violin players in Russ Morgan’s 
band, Red Holliday is on the 
loose again, since she lost her 
Marine, and is on the' hunt, so 
when the sun sets don’t wander! 
on the compound alone, hit your 
barracks and stay there. All the j 
training you have had will be 
null and void against this Wave 
as she has just finished "Muscles” 
Moran’s course in Judo and Ju- 
jitsu. If cornered just go quietly. 

The Waves will please discon- 
tinue the wearing of flowers in 
the hair. Besides being against 
regulations, Randall, night MAA, 
must have hay fever or some- 
thing, anyhow he deesn’t like it. 

Leslie, "The Mystic,” has just 
renewed her subscription to the 
Palmist’s handbook, for a slight 
consideration she will tell you the 
past, present and future, for a 
slightly higher consideration she 
won’t spread it around the com- 
pound. 

Melamed stepped up to the 
window of the post office and 
wanted to know if he had any 
packages. Curley (Now with hairi 
stated that he had one there 
with the name obliterated. Me- 
lamed quite indignantly retorted 
that he had stated his name and 
that wasn’t it. 

Have you ever heard about the 
Hunter we have in X-Ray? We 
wonder if she ever found what I 
she was hunting for? If not, just 
remember, there are still many 
wolves on the compound. They’d 
gladly lend her their assistance. 

Boner of the week: (Sailor at 
cigar counter) "I’ll take a pack 
of Camels.” (Miss Cross, the 
salesgirl) “What kind!” MABEE 
her mind was in San Bruno at 
the time. 

Will somebody please explain to 
J- 1. Murphy that the excavations 
outside of the corps quarters 
aren’t foxholes? 

The women from Joisey are 
rugged, just ask poor little Beau- 
chemin in the record office. 
Moran, one of the compound’s 
Amazons, has him on the verge 
of being punch drunk. 



X. And Mirrrre 'tis none other than that Janies Burke, the Irish Cop of the Ellery Queen Scries. 2. Orson Welles and Stooge; 
we still don’t know just who “Got the most out of this.” 3. Jean Davis, beautiful young screen starlet. 


Orson Welles and Troupe 
Provide Entertainment 

On July 28th, Orson Welles 
(the man from Mars — via Holly- 
wood) and an all star cast, en- 
tertained the patients and staff 
of Oak Knoll. 

The troupe, sponsored by the 
Victory Committee, is now on a 
tour of service centers in the Bay 
Area. It will head back to Holly- 
wood after appearances in Shoe- 
maker and Camp Parks. 

The Fleet City Band, under the 


guest direction of Jessie Colbert, 
provided the musical background 
for the show. 

Orson Welles stepped out of his 
usual serious l’ole to prove that 
the hand is quicker than the eye. 
The “bang” heard at the start of 
the entertainment didn’t eminate 
from his gun, it was Houdini 
turning over in his grave. What 
he lacked in magical knowledge 
was supplemented by his ingeni- 
ous humor. 

Hollywood was well repre- 
sented by the fair sex in the per- 


sons of Mitzi Mayfair, Jean Davis, 
Kim Kimberly, and Irene Ryan. 

Jim Burke, better known as a 
big, lumbering detective in Hol- 
lywood productions, came forth 
as a master of dialects. Hilarious 
laughter ensued the many stories 
he related. 

We, of Oak Knoll, were for- 
tunate in having such an array 
of celebrated personalities in our 
amphitheatre all at once. Thanks 
to the Victory Committee, and to 
those who so graciously gave 
their services to such a worthy 
cause. 


“Meet The Girls” Causes 
Heat Wave in Auditorium 

The evening of July 25th was 
cool, but the auditorium was 
sizzling with talent sponsored by 
the De Fremery USO. The boys 
got a chance to “Meet The Girls,” 
a group of sixteen year old so- 
ciety beauties fresh from Palm 
Beach. They proved their talent 
with their singing, dancing, and 
acrobatic numbers. It was their 
hundred and fourth show for 
service men. The "Strip Polka,” 
danced by Jo Humphrey, proved 
to be the hit of the evening. 
Seventeen hundred “gleaming” 
eyes watched every movement. 

Stubby Kaye, “the man who 
could take a shower without get- 
ting his feet wet,” had just ar- 
rived from a tour of the European 
fighting fronts. His jovial style 
as master of cei’emonies had the 
rafters shaking from laughter 
whenever he appeared on the 
stage. 

All the boys are hoping it won’t 
be too long before they’ll "Meet 
The Girls” again. 


PhM: "Would you like an elec- 
tric bath?” 1 

Pt. "No thank you! I had an 
Uncle drown that way in Alca- 
traz.” 


Russ Morgan 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Marjorie Lee, a dainty little 
eyeful, provided the feminine ap- 
peal to the show. Her rendition 
of “Begin The Beguine,” and 
“Poinciana,” met with loud ap- 
plause. She started her career 
as a dincer in New York, but her 
singing talents were discovered, 
and she was soon volcalizing with 
one of the top notch orchestras, 
Richard Himber. 

Some 4,000 hearts are beating 
weekly (Not Weakly) to “Does 
Your Heart Beat For Me” in the 
Claremont’s Garden Room. 

The appreciative audience of 
Oak Knoll will, in the future, 
prefer to have their "Music In 
The Morgan Manner.” 

A War Wife 

By Lt. Peter H Behr, USNR. 
Forge love within the smithy of 
your heart, 

Then beat it on the anvil of de- 
sire, 

Two parts unselfishness and one 
part fire, 

Tempered with patience, and no 
farthest part 

Of land or sea or sky can ever be 
More than a steppingstone from 
me to thee. 

(Reprinted by specltU permission of the 
Saturday Evening Post " — Copyright 

944 by the Curtis Publishing Co.). 


Inquire Now About 
The V-12 Program 

Applications are now being re- 
ceived for the Navy V-12 pro- 
gram. Enlished Staff Personnel 
of the Navy and Naval Reserve, 
on active duty, who meet the 
following requirements, may ob- 
tain applications in the Staff 
Personnel Office. Applications 
are open for all types of officer 
candidates except pre-medical 
and pre-dental. Applications 
must be completed before 10 
August, 1944. 

Applicants must fulfill the fol- 
lowing requirements: Be on ac- 
tive duty, be a male citizen of the 
United States, be mentally, phys- 
ically and morally qualified for 
commissioned rank. Be a high 
school graduate, be between the 
aees of 17 and 23. be unmarried 
and agree to remain unmarried 
”ntil commissioned, unless soon- 
er released by the Navy Depart- 
ment. They must be recommend- 
ed by their commanding officer 
be able to pass the V-12 qualify- 
'ng examination. 

For further information see 
Mr. G. L. De Haven, the Staff 
Personnel Officer. 


The skin men love to touch h 
the skin women love to retouch 
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Kay Francis entertains patients. 

<e> 


Kay Francis Chats with 
Patients in the Wards 

On July 26th, the patients of 
Oak Knoll were happy to have 
the charming screen star, Kay 
Francis, as their guest. It was 
her first stop on a scheduled tour 
of service hospitals up and down 
the west coast. The graciousness 
and endearing personality, which 
brought her fame on the screen, 
overwhelmed many of the boys 
who had the pleasure of meeting 
her for the first time. “She’s so 
natural and unassuming,” was 
the most frequent comment 
heard as she passed from bed to 
bed. 


Bowling Leagues Formed 

Recreation announce the for- 
mation of two leagues for the 
bowling alleys. The leagues con- 
sist of six teams, and the teams 
of five players each. First series 
is set for some time in August. 

The American League consists 
of Disbursing, Laundry, Pharm- 
acy, Medical Store Room. Dental 
Lab., and Recreation Techni- 
cians. The National League has 
the Post Office, Surgery, X-Ray, 
Commissary, Laboratory, and 
Welfare and Recreation as their 
entries. The question is, who will 
face who in the World Series? 

Arrangements are being made 
for the Waves league 


f t The Chaplain’ s Corner t t 


There is probably no more sig- 
nificant fact in the life of man- 
kind than the fact of fatigue. On 
this compound every energy is 
directed toward relieving that 
very thing. If there were no such 
thing as fatigue much of the 
work that this hospital does 
would not have to be. It is only 
as the human body does not have 
as much energy as it ought that 
ailments are developed. In the 


face of physical weakness we are 
apen to the attacks of the thou- 
sand and one things that so 
rften assail the fortress of our 
health. The most important 
single factor in wide general ap- 
plication in any hospital is the 
factor of rest. It is true m the 
healing of the body and it is true 
in the healing of the mind. The 
healthy individual maintains the 
balance day by day in getting 
enough positive bodily rest in 
the form of sleep, and enough 
positive mental relaxation in the 
various forms of recreation at 

Why then, should it be thought 
incredible that the spirit within, 
and at the heart of life itself, 
should have a chance to gain 


strength by resting also? Back 
in the days before great neces- 
sity compelled the week-round 
activity of a nation geared for 
war, there was time for one day 
in each seven in which we could 
rest body, mind and spirit to- 
gether. These days are different. 
For many, relaxation in these 
three spheres of activity must be 
a catch-as-catch-can affair, a 
bit of sleep here or there as the 
opportunity presents itself. Di- 
version for the mind, relaxation 
from the concentration of the 
day we find as we can. 

What of the spirit now? Is it 
of such stuff that it can get 
along without nourishment and 
rest? Hardly! There is nothing 
so refreshing to our days and 
weeks than a chance to start 
each day and week with a short 
time of worship and spiritual 
rest. It rests the heart and helps 
put the whole man at rest. It 
gives the day a high purpose and 
direction. 

Such is available for ALL 
HANDS each WEEKDAY as well 
as Sunday. 

Chaplain Stewart P. Robinson. 


Saturday, 5 August, ]; 


Aesculapian Acorns 


We have never watched a dent- 
ist having his tooth drilled, but 
we think that it would make one 
of the better movies, at least for 
dental patients. The thought 
arose because of the courage de- 
ployed by one of the interne staff 
who underwent a major (if elec- 
tive) operation last week. Stoutly 
refusing any type of anesthesia, 
the doctor lay down, pale and 
grim, as the nurses draped him. 
The surgeon entered. The cau- 
tery was warmed. The surgeon 
came closer. The doctor inhaled 
deeply. The cautery grew warm- 
er. The surgeon grasped a sterile 
towel. The nurse blenched slight- 
ly under her mask. Two corps- 
men paled visibly (you could tell; 
they had been on a departmental 
picnic the day previously). Final- 
ly, the cautery was white hot. 
The surgeon brought it closer . . . 
closer. . . . 

Five minutes later Dr. Celestre 
had some procain subcutaneously 
and the wart was seared off. 


Which reminds us that The 
Eye Man had to operate on The 
Skin Graft Man last month. 
While peering at his Swiss chard, 
The Grafter Man got a right 
painful ocular abrasion from an 
itinerant straw. Operation was 
decided upon. But who? Well, 
there being no articulated, auto- 


correcting mirror on the com. 
pound, he had to let another 
Knife Man do the work. Ask Mac 
— he knows all. 


Now that our Sister Ship, the 
U.S.N.H. San Leandro, is about */ 
go into Commission, memories & 
other Leandros come to Kei 
From Halliburton to Ovid, ac ' 
Marlowe to Virgil, the swimmir 
of the Hellespont has spelled ir 
mance and legend — and sourc 
material for plays, stories, fable ' 
and short columns. Leandr ■ 
would seem to be Spanish o 
Italian for Leander. And Leand* L 
(says Ovid in Heroides 10) ca.i / '|j 
from Abydo. He made the mis . 
take of going to a picnic (or fe* 
tival as Ovid would have 
whereat he met and fell in lc 
with one Hero, a virgin priestc 
of Aphrodite. Hero lived in 
tower on the starboard side 
the Hellespont, and Leanc 
(who naturally dwelt on the pot 
side) used to swim that bre 
and salty channel at night, 
ed by a light from her to\ 
One stormy night, the light bl 
out and Leander, losing his wj 
drowned: His body washed asl 
next day and Hero, seeing 
drowned herself likewise. 

Virgil corroborates this sad ai 
watery tale. 

THE RAMP TRAMP. I 




Moiphy . . . . 


by Penbertl 
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CAN I GIVE YOU A HAND, DOC?” 




UNITED STATES NAVAL HOSPITAL, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA Saturday, 10 August, U>44 




1 * Darlene Garner, up and coming young starlet, singer and dancer, par excellence. Bing and Joe, veteran entertainers, 
t giving the record crowd something to laugh about. Jeanie Darell, the answer to a Boatswain’s Mate prayer. 


Photographic Research 
') Unit Arrives 

From Combat Area 

A medical photographers re- 
. search unit, the first of its kind 
'n medical history, arrived at 
Oak Knoll on August 7th. It had 
just gotten back from one of the 
• ’ recently invaded islands. 

The purpose bf this unit is pri- 
marily for research. It obtains 
documentary film to show activi- 
ties of the medical department in 
war. and also obtains training 
film for students of medicine. 

The unit consists of two pho- 
tographers, two hospital appren- 
tices, one pathologist, and one 
pharmacist’s mate who assists 
the pathologist. Dr. Harry A. 
Tebrock is directly in charge of 
the group. They all made the 
original landing on the island 
a °d suffered but one casualty, 
however, the unfortunate one 

u- - 


was able to rejoin them later. 
They lost a large amount of 
equipment in the landing. 

Thirty-seven combat casualties 
were chosen, and photographed 
almost immediately after sus- 
taining injury on the battlefield. 
These cases were specially se- 
lected to illustrate the common 
types of wounds suffered. They 
were followed to aid stations and 
field hospitals until their evacu- 
ation from the island. They were 
then followed to the large base 
hospitals and then back to the 
States. Five were left at the 
Aiea Heights hospital because of 
their weakened condition. Eleven 
amputation cases were sent to 
Mare Island, and twenty-one 
were brought to Oak Knoll. A 
continuous photographic record 
was kept throughout their 
travels. Their cases will be fol- 
lowed until they’re either sur- 

( Continued on page 3, col. 2) 


Roadways Named 
In Honor of Deceased 
Medical Personnel 

Perhaps you’ve been wondering 
about the origin of street names 
on the compound. 

In its short history, Oak Knoll 
has grown from a small com- 
munity into a city within itself. 
To avoid confusion to visitors, 
and newly arrived patients, and 
to simplify travel on the com- 
pound for the staff, the need for 
names of the many roadways has 
become evident. The names of 
deceased Medical Department 
personnel of the Navy, with the 
approval of the Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, have been 
chosen to serve this need. 


Lady (holding a tid-bit above 
a dog): “Speak! Speak!” 

Dog: “What do you want me to 
say?” 


Bing Crosby and Troupe 
Hold Premiere 
At Oak Knoll 

Oak Knoll welcomed Bing 
Crosby and his USO troupe royal- 
ly here Saturday afternoon, Aug- 
ust 5, with an amphitheatre 
crammed with patients and per- 
sonnel, the overflow literally 
hanging from the trees. In re- 
turn they were given a bang-up, 
morale-boosting show under the 
direction of the debonair Bing. 

Highlighting the show were 
blonde, curvesome Darlene Gar- 
ner and slim, sultry Jeanie Dar- 
rell, both of whom wowed the 
GI’s with torrid ballads. In ad- 
dition Darlene danced entranc- 
ing^ and Jeanie pulled MB 2/c 
Jimmie out of the audience and 
gave him a few moments and a 
kiss he will long remember to the 
tune of “All of Me.” Let it be 
recorded that Jimmie handled 
the situation in the best Oak 
Knoll tradition. 

Playing the comic to Bing’s 
straight man and bringing the 
house down with his bumbling 
innuendo was portly little Joe 
DeRita. Joe is a veteran of over- 
seas USO units, having just re- 
turned from a tour of the Solo- 
mons with Randolph Scott. 

Besides furnishing the music 
for the show with accordion and 
guitar, Baxter and Harris joined 
Bing to form a vocal trio, dubbed 
by Crosby as “The Poor Man’s 
Merry Macs.” 

Above all there was Bing with 
his singing and suave patter. He 
was on the stage most of the time 
and the audience loved every 
minute of it. Announcing that 
Bob Hope had been sent overseas 
on the “Lend Louse” program, he 
went on to say that it was a 
pleasure to be hitting the road 
without Hope — any kind of road. 
Among the songs he gave out 
with, “San Fernando Valley” and 
something about “Swinging on a 
Star” particularly pleased the 
crowd. 

After the big show, Bing and 
his troupe gave an abbreviated 

(Continued on page 3. col. 3) 
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EDITORIAL 

The United States is going; to be the winner in this global war 
— that is certain now. Many American boys have died to make 
that victory certain, but the total price of victory is not yet paid. 
Many more American boys are now footing the bill of ultimate 
victory and will continue to do so with their lives and with 
wounds before the fighting ends. 

These boys, sailors and marines, now coming to Oak Knoll 
from the battlefronts have done much more than their share. 
They deserve and get the best medical service and hospital care 
that the Navy can give them. But in spite of all we are able to 
do for them here -at Oak Knoll, we still remain eternally in 
their debt. 

Like the rest of us in these United States they come in all sizes, 
shapes and colors. They come from New England, Brooklyn, the 
deep south, and the western plains. They come from farms in 
Iowa and from the streets of Frisco. 

They are eighteen-year old boys with pictures of half a dozen 
sweethearts in their wallets; they are fathers in their middle 
thirties with the pictures of a wife and several children to show 
you. They come from ships, islands, beaches, and jungle. 

They come from the convoys to our wards with all types of 
wounds and in all stages of recovery. But one thing they have 
in common — they have met the enemy and felt the bite of his 
weapons. 

It would not be surprising if they came to us depressed, em- 
bittered and somewhat warped by their experiences. It would 
not be surprising — but this corpsman, at least, has found nothing 
even faintly resembling such an attitude. 

Instead he has found them basically the same GI’s he met in 
boot camp. They may be missing a leg but their sense of humor 
is unimpaired. A broken back hasn t broken theii unfailing ad- 
miration of a good looking girl or Superman. They are cheerful, 
optimistic, and generous. 

And, above all, they are grateful to the Doctors, Nurses and 
Corpsmen for all that is done for them in the hospital. Yes— 
grateful to us for what we can do for them. Could there by any 
greater incentive for doing’ all we can foi them? ^ ^ 


Red Cross News 

How’s your morale these days, 
before 1600? Why not have some 
fun? Would you like a Bingo 
party on the ward, a birthday 
party, or entertainers? Or do you 
need craft materials, a lesson in 
sketching, or just want to discuss 
some things you’ve written with 
other writers on the compound. 
Each recreation worker is now 
covering a division of wards to 
find out what patients want in 
recreation, and to let you know 
what is available. Get acquaint- 
ed with your worker, make sug- 
gestions, and talk over ideas for 
individual as well as for ward 

entertainment with hei. 

* * * 

A recording of your voice to be 
sent home can be made at your 
bedside. Just send in a request. 
Ambulatory patients can make 
them at the Recording Room of 
the Navy Welfare and Recreation 

Office. 


English Sailor: “I say there, 
What are they doing?” 

Yank Sailor: “They’re danc- 
ing.” 

English Sailor: “Of course they 
get married later, don’t they?” 


Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter. R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. ^ 

Sunday Mass — 0630, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 
Protestant: . _ _ 

Chaplains C. D. Chrlsman, A. T. L. 

Armstrong. S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 
Sunday: Morning Worship— 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic)— 1030. 

Ward Devotlonals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. _ . 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study (Thursday in Chapel) — 1500. 

J *Chapjaln H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in at ^JJ. c j 1 anc .^ 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send In names 

l °The e members of any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains' office for Information, 



By the looks on these smiling faces you d think they bad someth i 
to be happy about, and that they have, yes indeed. A lovely 
Nav came through, giving them all another stripe, and mor:> o 
that lovely green stuff the paymaster passes out twice a monti 
Mrs. Jane Perry was so excited she plumb forgot to show up bj 
the picture. Reading from left to right we see on the top row 
Mr. Zikas, Chief Pharmacist; Mr. Mason, Chief Pharmacist! M ( 
Kuziara. Chief Pharmacist: Dr. Burski, Lieut. (MO)V-(S)USN 
On the bottom row: Mr. Carey, Lieut.; Mr. Price, Lieut., (jg . an- 



Beautiful girl: “May I see the 
0.0. D.?” 

Mate of day: “Certainly, the 
O.O.D. always has time to see 
pretty girls:” 

Beautiful girl: “In that case, 
tell him his wife is here.” 

“Sailors who kiss.and tell area 
naif as bad as Marines who kii 
ind exaggerate.” 

This Navy, Hm! Every day I’l 
looking more and more like m 
I.D. photo. 

t f The Chaplain* s Corner ft 

11 


In these days when the indi- 
vidual’s whole existence is ab- 
sorbed in the war effort, there is 
a tendency to overlook the more 
sacred aspects of life. There is a 
tendency to provide nourishment 
for the body and the mind, but 
frequently the soul is forgotten. 
Likewise, physical and mental 
relaxation are sought after, but 
the soul is usually starved on the 
husks of neglected opportunities 
to worship. The body is washed 
and bathed, but the cleansing 


and purifying of the soul are rc 
garded as non-essential. 

Yet God’s finest creation is 
man “that hath clean hands, an 
a pure heart; who hath not lift* 
up his soul unto vanity, n< 
sworn deceitfully.” Our Lord vei 
beautifully referred to such a 
individual when He declare! 
“Blessed are the pure in hear 
for they shall see God.” 

A poet has challenged us P 
lead such a life in the followini 


FOR HONOUR AND FOR HER! 

Somewhere, a woman, thrusting fear away. 

Faces the future bravely for your sake; 

Toils on from dawn till dark; from day to day; 

Fights back her tears, nor heeds the bitter ache; 

She loves you, trusts you, breathes in prayer your name, 
Soil not her faith in you, by sin or shame. 

Somewhere a woman — mother, sweetheart, wife 
Waits betwixt hopes and fears for your return; 

Her kiss, her words, will cheer you in the strife. 

When death itself confronts you, grim and stern: 
But let her image all your reverence claim, 

When base temptations scorch you with their flame. 

Somewhere a woman watches — filled with pride; 

Shrined in her heart, you share a place with none. 
She toils, she waits, she prays, till side by side 
You stand together when the .battle’s done 
O keep for her dear sake a stainless name. 

Bring back to her a manhood free from shame. 

MARGARET SCRUTON. 
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(You can read between the 
lines, but don’t blame us for what 
vou road.) 

Have you heard that F. O. 
Mays, “The Angel” of the laun- 
dry. mot pertaining to anything 
from Heaven 1 was at one time 
an amateur wrestler? He’s now 
teaching F. M. McCleave the art. 
So f ar she’s mastered nothing 
but the strangle hold. They're 
searching for a ring to piepare 
for their forthcoming match on 
Sept. 8th. 

That wasn’t commissary sup- 
ples being hauled aboard at 0200 
one* night last week. It was just 
■ a ten hand working party doing 
their level best to Tiaul C. D. 
Johnston back to the quarters 
after having had a few quarts 
too many. 

Kip Fehr. the glamorous bath- 
ing beauty, is the most fortunate 
girl on the compound. She always 
gets inside information about 
the convoys and manages to get 
her name on top of the list. “The 
early bird catches the worm.” 
that’s why she has so many 
Marines on the string. She gets 
her bid in- early. . | 

Simpson’s face wasn’t the only j 
one that was red when he “acci- < 
dently” walked in the room while 
the Waves were being X-rayed. 
Take your time, my boy, they’ll' 
get around to you sooner or later. 

And why was the girl from the 
mail room calling Bohack Dad- 
dy" at the last patient’s dance? 
Watch for forthcoming editions j 
of the “Oak Leaf." 

Shame on Betty Sutton for | 
going around picking on poor, de- 
fenseless Marines. Why don’t 
you let them save their fighting 
for overseas? 

Boner of the week: Smith mak- 
ing a special, trip to take the film 
into Frisco. When he arrived in 
Oakland, after a long discussion 
with the Oak Leaf staff about 
movies, pictures, etc., he sudden- 
ly realized he had forgotten the 
main purpose of the trip — the 
film! 

The girls reducing club will be 
happy to learn that Jane Evans 
'no relation to the illustrious 
MAA' is writing a book, “how t.o 
eat three traysful and stay thin." 
The commissary officef is seri- 
ously thinking of having her put 
on commuted rations to cut down 
expenses. 

And now for a little bedtime 
story (Revised): It seems that 
Goldy Locks walked into her bed- 
room and said. “Somebody’s been 
using my bobby pins; somebody’s 
been using my brush; somebody’s 
been sleeping in my bed.” She 
folded back the covers, and much 
to her amazement, she found the 
three little bears. Bugs, Helen, 
ahd Addis. Much to their em- 
barrassment, the trio soon 
learned they were in the wrong 
apartment. 

Beth Siegman at one time 


L. to It.: Comdr. Stevens. Mr. Crosby, Captain ‘bearing, Captam Carroll and 
Captain Snell. Discussing the pros and cons of this and that in the I hoto 


Juvenile Talent 

Presents Stage Show 

Ben Morris scored another hit 
at Oak Knoll on July 31st by pre- 
senting something different in 
the way of entertainment, “Stars 
of Tomorrow.” The show was 
sponsored by the Fruitvale Lodge 
F.A.A.M. It was produced and 
directed by Coralene Duane. 

The audience was amazed by 
the professional touch of the 
young and gifted performers. 
Many of them may replace the 
stars of today to become the 
“Stars of Tomorrow.” 


Crosby at Oak Knoll 

(Continued from page 1) 

version of the show in two wards 
before they had to pull out for 
Shoemaker. 


Photo Unit Returns 

(Continued from page 1) 

veyed, or sent back to duty. If 
surveyed, a record will be kept 
during rehabilitation. 

This unit also photographed 
common sanitary problems that 
are met in newly conquered 
areas. Research in pathological 
diseases was recorded by color 
photo, and specimens were sent 
to the medical school in Bethes- 
da, Maryland. 

The plan for this unit was 
originally approved by the late 
Secretary of the Navy Frank 
Knox, and Surgeon General Ross 
T. Mclntire. The work is being 
carried out by Captain Joseph S. 
Barr, in charge of audio-visual 
education, and Captain J. T. 
Carter, in charge of preventive 
medicine at the bureau in Wash- 
ington. 

The unit’s work here, and in 
the islands, is one of the many 
| advancements in medical science 
{ that the present conflict has pro- 
duced. Captain Dearing and 
; Lieut. Burke are giving the group 
full cooperation at this hospital. 

| monopolized the first class on the 
: compound and finally attained 
l her goal by marrying one. Ditto 
I is now trying to outdo her by 
i monopolizing the chiefs. Here’s 
j wishing her the best of luck. 



Permanent Appointments 

And Temporary 

Effective 1 July, 1944, and con- 
tinuing till further notice all ad- 
vancements in rate through pay 
grades 3c4 to c-AlA and from 
Cpc 1A to 1, will be temporary. 
These pay-grades are the Petty 
Officer ratings. The Temporary 
status of persons so affected will 
be designated by the addition of 
(T) to their rating abbreviation. 
CPhM (T), PhM3/c (T> and so 
on. This ruling as laid down the 
Navy Department is applicable 
to the members of the U. S. Navy. 
U. S. Naval Reserve and the 
Women’s Reserve. 

All ratings held or obtained 
prior to 1 July, 1944 are consid- 
ered to be Permanent. 

The above information is avail- 
able in ALNAV 110-43 dated 19 
June 1944, which also includes 
the following directive which is 
of interest to All hands. 

“Until further notice, no dis- 
charges of Naval Reservists for 
purpose of enlisting in the Regu- 
lar Navy will be authorized.’’ 

Army Air Transportation 
Cancelled 

Information has recently been 
received to the effect that the 
Army Air Transport Command 
can no longer furnish air trans- 
portation for men going on leave. 

Only men whose orders spe- 
cifically direct travel via Army 
Cargo Flights, or personnel on 
leave or furlough from overseas 
duty, and who are returning 
overseas upon completion of this 
leave or furlough, will be allowed 
to ride on scheduled flights. 

It is requested that staff and 
patients going on leave discon- 
tinue applying at McClellan Field 
for air transportation. 


Crosby, entertainer lc, Robert Fisher, 
Sic, and Robert’s mother. 

It has been a year and a half 
since Bing last visited Oak Knoll. 
All of us look forward to his early 
return to our hillside emporium 
of healing. 

Notice! ! ! 

This notice is, for the most 
part, for the new members of 
our staff. 

There are always openings for 
musicians in the “Rhythm Doc- 
tors,” and the Military Band. If 
you can play any instrument see 
Hahn in the Recreation and Wel- 
fare Department. 

If you can, and want to play 
softball see Robinson SP<A)l/c, 
in the Recreation and Welfare 
office. 

If you have any unusual tal- 
ents make them known and you 
can be assured of them being 
used. 


Come One, Come All 

Myrtle Novak is holding open 
house in Rooms 8 and 9 of the 
post office building. Every one 
is invited. 

The cover charge is very 
nominal, from $18.75 on up 
just as high as you want to go. 
Which is refunded very, very 
cheerfully in the form of a 
war bond. 

Come and see Myrtle and 
help yourself to a large hunk 
of Post-War America. There 
will never be a more gratify- 
ing meal than Myrtle is serv- 
ing, and its all for the asking. 

It was largely through 
Myrtle’s efforts that the Fifth 
War Bond drive was the huge 
success that it was so you can 
eas^y see that she is a won- 
derful hostess. 


During a recent air raid in 
London, a tough bosun’s mate 
was observed stamping angrily 
down the street clutching a brass 
door knob in his hand. “The 
lousy so-and-so’s!” he roared. 
“They blowed a saloon right out 
of my hand! 


! »» 
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Our Softball Team has a well-earned picnic. Still in top place in the new city 
league. From left to right, top row, are: Lindsay, MacFarland, Fiorintino. Furgson, 
Border, Petri, Robison, Beauchiman, Pocassi, Segale. Top row: Mason, Parkinson, 
Spade, Barber, Lieut, (jg.) Perry (it's a picture, anyhow), Spade, and Yancey. 


Folk Dance To Be Held 
On August 25th 

The Welfare and Recreation 
Department is sponsoring a folk 
dance to be held on August 25th. 
The Oakland Folk Dancers are 
scheduled to appear. All hospital 
personnel are invited to attend. 
Watch the bulletin boards for 
further details. 


Officer’s Bowling League 

To Be Formed 

Some of the Officers of the Sta- 
tion have suggested that a Staff 
Officers’ Bowling League be 
formed. This league will bowl 
one day a week from 1145 to 1300. 
If you desire to participate in 
such a league, please leave your 
name with the attendant in the 
bowling alley. 





by Penberthy 


iVho is this Doctor Moiphy and what does he want 
with 25 quarts of 95% alcohol. 


Ill'Ll 




PHARMACY 
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OUR NAVY AT WAR 


(The third installment 0 / a short series summarizing the Nava 
record of the past two years.) 


From the time we invaded 
Guadalcanal in August of 1942 
until it was completely reduced 
six months later, at least six 
naval engagements were fought 
in the Guadalcanal theatre of 
action. This is in addition to iso- 
lated encounters on the sea, and 
to amphibious operations, con- 
voy operations, submarine of- j 
fensives, or small scale patrolling 
clashes. Identification of these 
six engagements by name, time,| 
and their results is the purpose 
of this installment. 

(1) The Battle of Savo Island 
on 9 August was identified earlier 
in this series as a costly initial j 
defeat for our forces promptly 
in the wake of our landings in 
the Solomons. 

(2) This first battle was fol- 
lowed later the same month by 
the Battle of the Eastern Solo- 1 
mons — a name given to a series j 
of engagements sought out by | 
our navy to protect our holdings 
on Guadalcanal by preventing 
easy Japanese reinforcement. 
This battle severely reduced 
available enemy air support, al- 
though the “Tokyo Express” (the 
nightly effort to run reinforce- : 
ments through to the defending' 
Japanese) continued in spite of 
weakened air support. Shortly 
after this battle, in September,; 
we had the misfortune to lose 
the Wasp, the 3rd of our CV’s to 
be lost in four months of naval 
action. We were reduced to four 
carriers in our entii'e fleet and 
were to lose an additional one 
before the. situation bettered. 
This can be compared to the 
dozens of carriers available to- 
day. 

(3) In mid October occurred 
the Battle of Cape Esperance, 
fought just off Guadalcanal. This 
attack at night resulted in the 
destruction of at least three Jap 
cruisers and three destroyers and 
it somewhat avenged our defeat 
at Savo Island in August. The 
Boise and the Salt Lake City 


Swimming Meet To Be 
Held at Alameda 

The first District swimming 
meet, open to both men and 
women in any Naval activity of 
the district will be held Sunday, 
August 20, Twelfth Naval District 
headquarters announced today. 

With a dozen events scheduled 
for men and seven events for 
women the meet will be held at 
1:30 p. m. at Naval Air Station, 
Alameda, in the big outdoor “en- 
listed personnel pool.” 

While the meet is open to any- 
one in the Naval service in the 
Twelfth Naval District from 
novices to experts, the meet will 
be highlighted by the appearance 
of several champion swimmers 
who hold records and have al- 


played stellar roles in this battle 
which has been much publicize# 

(4) But the battle was not suf. 
ficiently decisive to save tte 
ground forces on Guadalcarfc 
from an all-out land, sea, aa< 
air offensive designed to annibi 
late them. In an effort to ave; 
such an attack, the Battle , 
Santa Cruz Islands was foug! . 
in late October. Both sides tor 
bitter punishment. We lost o, 
fourth carrier, the celebrate 
Hornet, from which Doolittle ! 
bombers had taken off in tl ■ 
April, 1942, Tokyo bombing e> 
•pedition. Committed to big ver 
tures in the Solomons, we t; 
down^to three carriers after th. • 
engagement — and the decisis, 
action was yet to come. The Jap 
lost even more heavily than we‘ 
with two carriers out of actilj 
and fully 50 more planes os 
than we. 

(5) The big Japanese invasio,: 
attempt came in mid Novembe 
(13-15). The American fores- 
took heavy losses including tv 
light cruisers and six destroyer 1 
but the Japanese, lost at least o\ 
battleship, five cruisers, five de 
stroyers,* and eight transport 
with a personnel loss estimate 
to be 30.000. The invasion thresi 
was smashed. Of the severs 
naval engagements fought in tfcJ 
area, this is the one which beaj 
the name “Battle of Guadal 
canal” and was the most -.cosl. 
of the group. 

(6) The sixth and last full 
joined naval battle in the Guad 
alcanal area was the Battle < 
Tassafaronga fought on 30 Nc, 
vember, and was the final maji 
attempt of the Japs to reliev 
Guadalcanal. Heavy cruise 
forces led by the- Minneapol 
broke up the relief expedition. 

An excellent account of a 
these engagements may be four! 
in the book, “America’s Navy i 
World War II” by Gilbert Can 
It is in our library. 

~| 

ready appeared in local swin 

ming meets. One of these, tl 

District Athletic Office was ju 

formed, is William “Bill” Srniti 

Specialist, second class, USW 

stationed at Receiving Barrack 

Shoemaker, who is holder of se’ 

eral world records. In additij* 

the Olympic Club comedy diyil 

team, well known locally, migl 

be obtained to entertain spej 

tators between swimming event 

No entry will be permitted 1 
enter more than two events, tbj 
precluding any monopoly by tl 
experts and champions. 

The Commandant’s trophy 
be awarded to the winning tea- 
in both men’s and womei 
events <ind individual awai- 
will be given the winner ar 
runner-up in individual events 



ICE FOLLIES GIVEN AT OAK KNOLL — MINUS ICE 




about. 


i 

A Song Is Born 

On December 8th, 1941, as a 
stunned nation intently listened 
to President Roosevelt’s declara- 
tion of war on the Axis, a young 
•ady mentally recorded the his- 
torical address, and in a few 
hours a song was born. It was 
composed almost entirely from 
• the Chief Executive’s phraseol- 
ogy: 


"Navy Pull Speed Ahead” 
United States, the Navy’s out to 
sea 



United States, your men will al- 
ways be 



Fighting for the red, and white, 
and blue 

We’ll keep our banner flying over 
you. 

Navy, full speed ahead 
We will avenge our dead 
Navy full speed ahead 
We’re united and we’ll fight 
For Freedom and Liberty 
Our great Democracy. 

United States we stand 
Full speed ahead! 

The young lady was a music 
supervisor at Fort Lupton, Colo- 
rado, at the time. Fortunately, 
she is now part of the Navy. Her 

(Continued on page 3. col. 4) 


Twenty-five Cadet 
Nurses Detached 

Twenty-fiVe Cadet Nurses who 
started their training at this hos- 
pital on May 1st, completed their 
senior cadetship on September 
1st. An equal number of new 
student nurses are scheduled to 
replace them. 

Oak Knoll is one of six Naval 
hospitals to which they can be 
assigned. The course has been 
extended from four to six 
months. Upon its completion, 
they’re not obligated to join the 
Navy Nurses Corps, but must stay 


in some type of essential nursing. 

The nurses who were detached 
from this hospital feel as though 
they’ve gained invaluable experi- 
ence. The patients for whom they 
cared were reluctant about their 
leaving. We all join those patients 
in wishing them success in their 
future endeavors. 


All motor vehicles entering 
or leaving the hospital reser- 
vation, WILL NOT, at any 
time, stop to pick up or dis- 
charge passengers within one 
hundred (100) yards from the 
sentry box at the main gate. 
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EDITORIAL 

What would you do if you saw someone performing an act of 
sabotage in one of our vital industries of war? As a true Amer- 
ican, you d make every effort to have the guilty person appre- 
hended. 

Have A^ou ever stopped to realize that we have saboteurs right 
in our midst? Unbelievable, isn’t it? Yes, we have saboteurs, but 
unfortunately, many of them escape apprehension. 

Just take notice the next time you’re in one of the depart- 
ments, or one of the wards, or up in the quarters. You’ll see 
broken furniture, windows, light fixtures, equipment, and defaced 
bulkheads. There are many other forms of vandalism too numer- 
ous to mention. Most of it is caused by carelessness, skylarking, 
and just plain thoughtlessness. It occurs every day, but is seem- 
ingly too unimportant to be worthy of note. 

You may see someone stuffing a drain with papers or rags to 
do some washing. Someone may carve initials in a bulkhead, or 
cause destruction to property during a friendly tussle. Trivial 
as the damage may seem, in time, it totals to more than a saboteur 
with malicious intent could ever hope to accomplish. It doesn’t 
take long for the net results to approximate the damage an explo- 
sive charge would do to a building stocked with vital war equip- 
ment. 

You’re supporting the war effort with your own time, money, 
and services. It is your concern if you see someone ruthlessly 
destroying Government property. Unfortunately, the master-at- 
arms force cannot always apprehend the culprits who are guilty of 
this unintentional form of sabotage. 

Persons who cause indiscriminate destruction of property should 
be apprehended the same as a saboteur. You, can prevent much of 
this destruction bv exercising care for Government property the 
same as you would your own. 


Off the Book Shelf 


Which 100 books would you 
prefer to take with you to that 
desert island in the South Pacific, 
where we hope you aren’t going 
to be shipwrecked? The library 
has assembled the books pictured 
in the Aug. 14 issue of “Life.” 
These are one critic’s choice of 
the best books published in the 
last twenty years. The four best 
novels are Lewis’s Arrowsmith; 
Hemingway’s A Forewell to Arms, 
Dos Passos’s U.S.A., and Heming- 
way’s For Whom the Bell Tolls. 
Among the non-fiction selections 
are such books as Hogben’s 
Mathematics for the Million, 
Sandburg’s Abraham Lincoln; 
The War Years; Morison’s Ad- 
miral of the Ocean Sea; Van 
Loon’s Lives; and Welles The 
Time for Decision. 

Among the books recently pub- 
lished are several which are 
popular at this hospital : Aschs 
The Apostle; Smiths A.J^he 
Grows in Brooklyn; Werfel s The 
Song of Bernadette; and Smith s 
Stranae Fruit . 

New books in a lighter vein, 


guaranteed not to improve your 
mind too much include Shul- 
man’s Barefoot Boy with Cheek 
and The Feather Merchants; 
O’Reilly’s Purser’s Progress; The 
Adventures of a Seagoing Office 
Boy; and Humfreville’s Alfred 
Ahoy. 

Library hours: 0800 to 2100; 
Sunday 1200 to 2100. 



Catholic: 


Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter. R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — OGSO, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 
Protestant: . _ _ 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. T. L. 

Armstrong. S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 
Sunday: Morning Worship— 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic) — 1030. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. . _ - . 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study (Thursday in Chapel) — 1500. 

i p wish : 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 2G0. 
Monday (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in att ® r J.^. anc ® 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains' office for Information. 


Greetings to San Leandro 


We wish to extend our heartiest congratulations to the 
Officer in Command of the newly commissioned San Leandro 
Naval Hospital. We wish to commend him for having such a 
fine, gallant, and experienced staff. How could it be other- 
wise after having graduated from the nation’s foremost Navai 
Hospital, the college of knowledge, Oak Knoll? 

We’re proud to know that some of Our shipmates have 
risen far above us, even if only atmospherically speaking. 
Oak Knoll hasn’t been the same since their ascension. We 
miss the magic name “San Leandro” being piped over the 
loudspeaker from morn till night. “Butch,” their faithful 
canine mascot, is the only remainder of a crew that has 
found a new base of operations. 

If they didn’t learn anything else while in our midst, they 
certainly learned how to get ahead. That was very evident 
on our chow, pay, and liberty lines! Ah yes! The San Leandro 
detail always managed to get ahead. 

A few of them have been observed throwing rocks in out 
direction. That isn’t very grateful after the many courte- 
sies we extended to them. We hope they’ll remember the 
days when Oak Knoll was a place of refuge. The days they’d 
retire to our hamlet very much disheveled, tired and hungry. 
We hope they’ll remember how we’d accept the prodigal soi 
back to our fold and extend solace and comfort to them. 

We’re now one big, happy family, so for the sake of peace, 
we’ll overlook the behavior of a few ungratefuls and wish 
the entire staff the best of luck and a pleasant journey. 


t t The Chaplain’ s Corner + 


Situation Normal 


Thus we borrow from the 
“Service” a phrase. When one 
says “situation normal” we im- 
mediately think of organized 
confusion. The completed 
phrase is “situation normal all 
fouled up.” Of course, if the sit- 
uation becomes abnormal it is 
T A R F U or “things are really 
fouled up.” . But if it becomes 
acute, then it is FUBAR, that is, 
“fouled up beyond all recogni- 
tion.” 


Any time that you hear these 
words, or say them, all will know 
that some person has success- 
fully contributed to the distress 
of his fellow-beings. The Eng- 
lish say that things are “all 
muddled up.” 

This state of bewilderment is 
due largely to the fact that 
someone was too lazy, selfish or 
indifferent to seek a common- 
sense answer to some problem. 
Because everything we do affects 
someone else, the confusion of 
others is then the result. 


This “fouling up” occurs in 
every walk of life. Now, if you 
want a real example, take a man 
and a maid. They can get 
“fouled up beyond all recogni- 
tion” of a previously happy bride 
and groom. A former ring ref- 
eree who became a minister once 
officiated at a wedding. In a 
moment of absent-mindedness 
after the benediction, he said, 
“Now, you will each go to your 
corner and come out fighting.” 
There are as many variations of 
marital problems as there are 


A bachelor is a guy who didn’t 
have a car when he was young. 


married couples. Most begin be- 
cause one or both are not willini 
to devote the time and under- 
standing necessary to reach 
happy solution. 

Marriage can be the happie 
of relations blessed by our Loi 
But it can not be that if ^ it 
entered into unwisely and ii 
haste. There most be a mutua 
devotion and pledge to sa,crifie» 
for each other. This love, nec 
essary to true happiness in mi 
riage, is best described in one 
Elizabeth Barrett Browninf 
sonnets. 

“How do I love thee? Let 
count the ways. 

I love thee to the depth an< 
breadth and height 
My soul can reach, when feelini 
out of sight 

For the ends of Being and Idea 
Grace. 

I love thee to the level of ever; 
day’s 

Most quiet need, by sun aai 
candle-light. 

I love thee freely, as men strii 
for right; 

I love thee purely, as they turi 
from praise. 

I love thee with the passion ?u 
to use 

In my old griefs; and with m; 

childhood’s faith. 

I love thee with a love I seerne* 
to lose 

With my lost saints. I love the* 
with the breath, 

Smiles, tears, of all my life!— 
and, if God choose, 

I shall but love thee better aft> 
death.” 

Chaplain A. T. L, Armstrong 


Boats: Take this oar! 
She: Or what? 
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Scuttlebutt 


.you can read between the 
but don't blame us for what 

you read there.) 

• * * 

We’ll start with a little rhyme: 
Tennessee's boy friend went 

overseas, 

xTrttr listen to a tale of woe. 

met a boy at the Dental 

picnic, , . ,, 

That’s all there is, “there am t 

*$o MOE. 


We hear a glory seeker in 
X- r ay has joined the “Fitch 
Band Wagon.”. The WAVES just 
cwoon as he ripples his muscles 
while shampooing. What PRICE 

3 Tanky. Tex and Ballard (the 
gruesome threesome) have 
something very much in com- 
mon with “Moiphy.” They can 
get into more situations than 
our famous little cartoon char- 
acter ever dreamed of. Tex got 
into one the other night, and 
now wishes they’d label the two 
familiar doors more appropri- 
ately.” • 

. One of our local bartenders has 
in si d e information that our 
HUNTER has finally fouhd what 
she was hunting for. We’d like 
to know the story behind it — 
sounds very interesting. 

Norma Entrikin’s heart is up 
in -the clouds these days. Just 
took up and you’ll see it about 
2 o’clock each afternoon. What 
a strange way to carry on a ro- 
mance! 

Here’s one for Mr. Anthony: 
One of our better liked pharma- 
cist’s mates got married a few 
months ago, and was closely fol- 
lowed in marital bliss* by his best 
friend, and shipmate. The friend 
got his orders, and now he’s con- 
fronted with two wives. His 
troubles mount MOORE and 
moore each day. 

We thought they were harbor- 
ing a ruptured Indian in the 
WAVES’ quarters the other night, 
but it was only Gerry Coryell 
giving out a few war whoops. 

Tyas Order Number 66: As of 
this date, the corpsmen in 25B 
will refrain from cat calling at 
the WAVES, as they proceed to 
their barracks. 

Azevedo is quite a man! "He 
went to our telephone operator’s 
wedding ceremony and spent the 
evening dancing with the bride. 
The groom was seemingly too 
bashful to cut it. 

Helen Kelly, the sweetheart of 
, ® pool, has finally -taken the 
a tal plunge. ‘Here’s wishing her 
and the lucky man the best of 
happiness together. 

, was A" so worried 
® n , her b °y friend came all the 
n J. rom Shoemaker to our lab- 
Nnu , ory * nd never visited her? 

worrie d about just 
him lnC * a *' est ^ey ran on 
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Disbursing Office Personnel 



Top (top row)— E. Hosick. P. P»nard. T. Caldwell, M. Tipton, M. Miller, M. Parris, 
L. Rose, K. Paulin, A. L. Coffey, X. Griffith, N. Bates, E. Wathen, C, Church, L. O’Brien, 
A. Krause, H. Simmons. (Middle row) — E. Caspar. L. LeVeira, L. Harden. D. Ott, E. 
Simpson. R. Epps, H. C. Thiele, E. M. Hunt. .V Breedlove, H. Scarano, J. M. Wilkinson, 
S. Brant ing, L. Christopersen. (Bottom row) — F. Corr, A. Bagner, D. Rosenberg, J. Ott, 
J. Campbell, W. Tracy, L. Linton, W. Walker, J. Olekszulin, C. Coy, R. Merriam, J. Smith. 

Middle (left to right) — L. W. Rose, D. B. Ott, A. L. Coffey, E. A. Gaspar, K. Paulin, 
L. E. Harden. 

Bottom (left to right) — C.S.K. E. Simpson. A.P.C. R. J. Epps. Lt. H. C. Thiele. Lt. (Jg) 
E. M. Hunt. 


Increased Disbursing 
Personnel Handle 
New Pay System 

More than a month after the 
Hospital was commissioned in 
•July of 1942, the first disbursing 
officer, Ensign E. W. Purcell, re- 
oorted for duty and organized 
the disbursing office with a staff 
of four civilian employees. 

From this nucleus the office has 
gradually expanded to its present 
size, constantly endeavoring to 
keep up with the work occasioned 
by the rapid growth of the hos- 
pital itself. 

Lieut. Comdr. M. A. Herrlich 
took over the disbursing activity 
in December, 1942, and was re- 
sponsible for guiding the office 
through its most difficult period 
of expansion. He was relieved 
August 1 by Lieut. H. C. Thiele. 

Actual handling of military 
pay rolls is but one phase of the 
work accomplished. All pay roll 
work must be audited and 
checked and periodical returns 
prepared. This is handled by a 


return and audit subsection. Two 
persons are required to handle 
the registration and stoppage of 
allotments. The fiscal section 
prepares public vouchers and 
checks, and is responsible for the 
rendition of financial returns to 
the government. About 3,000 
checks are issued monthly. There 
is also a Clothing and Small 
Stores section, which during the 
month of July issued over $21,000 
worth of clothing. The Trans- 
portation section arranges trans- 
portation to and from all parts 
of the United States, and in ad- 
dition, during July alone pur- 
chased some $47,000 worth of 
transportation with the railroads 
and air lines. 

In the long months past it has 
been extremely difficult to meet 
the heavy demands on the pay 
office. However, with the new pay 
system which was placed in ef- 
fect July 1, many of the obstacles 
which formerly stood in the way 
of prompt payments were elimi- 
nated. 

It is felt that under the new 


A Word to the Wise 
Is Sufficient 

The United States Secret Ser- 
vice, a branch of the Treasury 
Department, has issued warnings 
that allotment and government 
salary checks are being forged or 
counterfeited, resulting in per- 
sonal losses to individuals, fam- 
ilies and merchants, Twelfth 
Naval District headquarters an- 
nounced today. 

As precaution against loss of 
checks and as an aid in the ap- 
prehension of forgers, the follow- 
ing protective suggestions have 
been issued to persons rightfully 
receiving government checks. 

1. Be at home, or have a mem- 
ber of your family at home, when 
checks are due to be delivered. 
Get your checks immediately 
upon delivery. 

2. Be sure your name is printed 
clearly on your mail box. Equip 
your mail box with a good lock 
to prevent theft. 

3. Cash your checks in the same 
place each month. This will sim- 
plify identification. 

4. Do not endorse your checks 
until you are in the presence of 
the person you will ask to cash 
them. 

Other suggestions for retail 
merchants and businessmen have 
been issued: 

1. When a stranger asks you to 
cash a check, insist that he prop- 
erly identify himself as the right- 
ful payee of that check. Know 
your endorser. 

2. Before cashing any check 
for a stranger, ask yourself this 
question: “If this check is re- 
turned because of forged en- 
dorsement, can I locate the forg- 
er and recover my loss?” 

3. If a check is already en- 
dorsed when it is presented to 
you, insist that it be endorsed 
again in your presence and com- 
pare the handwriting. 

Have all checks initialed by the 
employees who pay out money 
for them. 


A Song Is Born 

^Continued from page 1) 

name is Jane Evans, a Chaplain’s 
Assistant Specialist attached to 
the Chaplain’s office at this hos- 
pital. 

Her song first became popular 
at the WAVES Training Center 
in New York, and has since be- 
come nationally known. It has 
been sung by WAVE choral 
groups over many networks 
throughout the country. A New 
York publishing campany holds 
the copyright, and Miss Evans is 
now receiving royalties for a song 
that promises to gain wide popu- 
larity. 


system, in a very short time per- 
sonnel can be assured of the 
promptest possible service in all 
matters affecting their pay ac- 
counts, and it is to this end that 
the efforts of all hands are di- 
rected. 
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OUR NAVY AT WAR 


(The fourth installment of a short series summarizing the Naval 
record of the past two years.) 

The Allies launched in 1943 a 


vast pincers movement against 
Japan and her Pacific empire. 


The northern arm of the pin- 


Oaks Blank Hazel Atlas 
5 to 0 — Win 28th of Year 


cer was established during 1943 
as the Aleutians were cleared of 


During the year, the Solomons j Japanese troops. By August, this 


area was cleared of organized 
resistance up to northern Bou- 
gainville, the northernmost of 
the Solomons Islands. Several 
naval battles in which the Japa- 
nese suffered heavy losses were 
fought in this area: the first and 
second battles of Kula Gulf in 


campaign was over, and the Al- 
lied bombing of the Kuriles, 
northeastern approach to Japan, 
could begin. 

Late in the year, a new offen- 
sive on the air and sea road to 
Japan, directly west from Pearl 
Harbor, was inaugurated, when 


early July, and the battle of Vella i Americans landed in the Gilbert 
Gulf in early August. Our major and Marshall Islands. Some of 
ship loss in this series was the the most spectacular advances 
cruiser Helena, the last of our toward Japan on this route oc- 
cruisers to be lost in this area to curred in 1944, culminating, to 
date. date, in the occupation of Sai- 

Submarines assisted in the of- pan, Tinian, and Guam. These 
fensive against Japan, and the recent achievements will be re- 
Navy Department reported in [viewed in the next installment. 
September that one-third of the The capture of the Gilberts, 
merchant shipping with which which was a necessary part of 
the Japanese started the war any serious thrust at the Japa- 
had been sunk. nese Empire, and which pushed 

The successful campaign in the j Japanese holdings out of areas 
Solomons, along with the subma- 1 dangerously close to Pearl Har- 
rine attacks on shipping, made bor, was achieved 21-24 Novem- 
possible the development of the ber in the bloodiest assault in 
southern arm of the pincer. New ; Marine Corps history. The at- 
bases were established on New j tack on Tarawa, one of the atolls 
Guinea, from which bombing of- m the group, was our first major 


fensives were carried out against amphibious operation in the face 


Rabaul and Truk, and from an initially heavy enemy resis- 
which, in 1944, leapfrog ad- t ance. Our initial landings on 
vances toward the western end Gua d a lcanal, it will be remem- 
of the island, could be made. At' 


have to”switwn ttaeTo 'tour ^ P^ed with vigor, though the de- 
hundred miles from the southern | fence of the beachhead became 
tip of the Philippines. ! very shortly a desperate stiuggle. 


bered. were not immediately re- 


Red Cross News 


Hi, Shipmate! 


Laundry Baseball 
Game a Washout 


San Leandro, 18 Aug., 1944.— 
Making five hits good for as 
many runs, with McFarland toss- 
ing a four hit shutout, Oak Knoll 
defeated Hazel Atlas here this 
evening 5 to 0. The victory gave 
the Oaks a record of 28 wins and 
five defeats for the season, and 
their third successive victory in 
the San Leandro League. 

The real hero of the game was 
McFarland, who hurled his third 
consecutive league shutout. Prior 
to this he goose-egged Dade Bros 
on a thrilling no-run no-hit 
game, and then chucked a star- 
tling two-hit whitewash against 
Caterpillar Tractor Co. In each 
case the billed contest was a feast 
or a famine with the scores being 
15 to 0 and 17 to 0. Close games! 

The Oaks started the game 
with a bang when Bill Anderson 
lashed a single to deep short. 
Winslow forced him at second but 
scored a minute later on Fer- ! 
guson’s single and an error. In 1 
the fourth Winslow scored again, 
this time celebrating the birth of 
a ten-pound baby boy by slam- 
ming a home run into deep left 
with none on. Then in the sixth 
the Oaks scored their final three 
runs on a hit by Spade, two 
errors, and Segale’s double. 


On August 17th the “Clbro> 
Kids” packed their wash stick.-. ' 
and headed for Leona Park 
where they played a colorful ■ 
but unorthodox game of basebal 
The spectators, mostly laur 
dry personnel, naturally sat 1 
the bleachers. A guest from oi , * 
of the local breweries acted >- 
water boy. Shaw, a man with 
Tony Galentoid profile, expect* 
a double header. His expecti 
tions were satisfied with t? 
beers. 

, The first inning was more.lik 
an outing. “Jive” McGregor p 
up to bat. Everyone thought he << 


fan 'out, but he foxed them— t 

1 th 


passed but! Whelan scored th 


first hit — it was with a beautift* I 


Gob to taxi driver: “What are 
you stopping for?” 

Driver: “The young lady said 
to stop.” 

Gob: “She wasn’t talking to 
you.” 


redhead in the grandstand. Thu 
sensation of the game was wht 
Mays caught a highball in tlk 
outfield. He stopped long eno i? 
to drink it, and retired the sid r 
Quinlin played a dual role a. 
short stop and bat boy. He ma; 
have been short, but he net , 
knew when to stop. He came 
the game in a truck, and we 
home on a bat. Murphy did 
bang up job as catcher, 
caught nothing but a severe ce 
of poison oak and the devil frc 
his wife when he got home. 

Ahhh ! The umpire, he was' 
just man — just one too many It 



1st Mate: Your sister’s' spoi- 
isn’t she. 

2nd Mate: Na’ its just tbi: 
perfume she uses. 


- 


MOIPHY . . . . 


by Penberth 


Red Cross Playlet of the Week, 
entitled “Mac Gets the Word, 
or “Before and After.” 

Scene I: Mac is sitting m the 
popular Oak Knoll "Bar Room 
having an un taxed smoke. o 
friendly sea bag lies at his feet 
to comfort him. California sun- 
shine drifts in the window soak- 
ing him to the skin, but he s fee - 
ing too rotten to make a crack. 
He smooths out a crumpled letter 
and rereads it. “Dames are nuts. 
Why don’t they stay put once in 

^ Scene II: Mac is still sitting in 
the popular “Bar Room, but now 
is reading a message relayed 
from Butchberg Chapter, ARC, 
which happily squares away the 
home front. The scene closes 
w°th Mac standing in the window 


in a hand some Jurtle-nMk 


sweater whistling -Why Didn’t 
Somebody Tell Me These 


Things?” „ ith 

The “Four Gadabouts, w 

their Cirque Room s ^ g J,*J£day 
lively show on the 4 
the twenty-first. As t y 
twice as many instruments as 
musicians they wound up ma 
kind of mad dash from 
harp to bass fiddle in a success- 
ful attempt to keep the boogie 
hmincine For bed patients it 
meant real whiff of the Fairmont. 


Say, Mack, was that you I saw 
get up and walk out of the show 
the other night? And right while 
that little blonde gal was singin’ 
her heart out on the stage — 
shame on you!! 


I guess you know, they have 
gotten a new amphitheater for 
us. They have gotten and will be 
getting big names in good shows 
for us. All of it free! BUT, our 
payment is the courtesy we ex- 
tend to the actors on the stage. 
You and I both know. Mack, that 
nothing is a bigger slap in the 
face than getting up from the 
audience and walking out during 
the show. It’s distracting to the 
actors. It’s distracting to the 
audience. In fact, it’s a beautiful 
example of horrible manners. 

Scuttlebutt travels fast among 
show people. Pretty soon they 
won’t be able to book big names 
and then we’ll get the kinda 
shows that nearly kill you to sit 
through one act. 

I guess it’s pretty much up to 
us, Mack. 

Well, I’ve got to go now and 
brush my teeth and things (com- 
prenez-vous?) so I won’t have to 
get up and leave the show. 

Love and Kisses, 

SUZIE SCUTTLEBUTT. 



OKAY, SUPERMAN, PULL OVER TO THE SIC 
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Navy PhM Wounded 
. While Administering* 
Plasma 

* 

Wounded while administering 
, Wood plasma to a Marine shot 
down by Jap shellfire on Saipan, 
Mavy Pharmacist’s Mate First 
-lass Sidney Gralitzer, has been 
eturned here for treatment and 
# . -onvalescence. 

. “My luck just ran out on the 
second day of the attack on 
aaipan,” smiled the young hos- 
pital corpsman. “I was hit while 
trying to give some blood plasma 
to a Marine who had been 
wounded pretty badly. 

Nothing was handy to hang 
he plasma bottle on and I had 
to Uand crouched over that Mar- 
ine to administer the plasma. As 
was letting that precious plas- 
*na trickle into the Marine’s 
od\, a mortar shell burst nearby 


and fragments hit me in the 
chest and back. 

“I needed some plasma myself 
a little later. Make no mistake 
about it, that plasma is priceless 
on the firing lines and it has 
saved more than one wounded 
man.” 

Navy doctors and corpsmen 
were kept very busy during the 
opening hours of the Saipan in- 
vasion, he added. 

“Casualties were heavy and 
that first night we worked just 
about all night caring for the 
wounded under conditions far 
different from what they were 
when I went ashore with the 
Marines in the Marshall Islands 
invasion,” he said. “No one, ex- 
cept the men who made that 
invasion can understand just 
what we faced on Saipan from 
the Japs and their thundering 
artillery.” 


World-Wide 

Communion 

Throughout the world on 1 
October Protestant churches of 
all nations and races will cele- 
brate Holy Communion togeth- 
er. We shall join in this sacra- 
ment with a special service on 
that day at 1000 in the audi- 
torium of the Recreation build- 
ing. Patients and Staff are in- 
vited to share in this celebration 
Lord’s Supper. 

New Order Defines 
Working Permits 

A special order has been issued 
at Oak Knoll clarifying the situ- 
ation with regards to civilian em- 
ployment ol enlisted personnel. 
Patients are not allowed to work 
off the station but staff members, 


Dance Stars 
Local Talent 

Undaunted by the competition 
of Harry James in Oakland the 
same evening, the boys and girls 
who attended the Wave-Corps- 
men dance Thursday night, Aug- 
ust 31, went on to have a good 
time. Music was provided by the 
Rhythm Doctors and local talent 
took over the entertainment. 

Acting as master of ceremonies 
and providing a song or two was 
Maurice Koonce, while the fair 
Helen Minsk warbled enchanting- 
ly. One of the songs she gave out 
with was “Long Ago,” a ballad 
composed by local boy Ben Tomp- 
kins, who will one day make the 
hit parade. 

Jeff Van Pelt, who has a back- 
ground of ten years of classical 
voice training, was the star of the 
.evening with his crooning. Jeff 
professes to love this type of sing- 
ing which calls for the use of only 
one third of his vocal powers and 
intends to keep it up — a decision 
which will please the girls. 

Others who pleased the crowd 
were Pee Wee Smith and his hot 
trumpet, Pat Connell, our West- 
ern Union girl, with her adept tap 
dancing, and guitarist Alexander 
Lindsay. 

The three little Campbell girls, 
whose father is a combat photog- 
rapher overseas, and whose grand- 
lather, Bill, is a popular Ship’s 
Service employee, danced and 
sang capably. Danny Becker, 
tenor gbve out with an Irish bal- 
lad. “Rochester” Jim Rutherford 
was all over the place all evening 
in various guises. 

The recently merged Spade 
family danced off with the waltz 
contest honors to the delight of all. 


if they desire, can accept employ- 
ment in limited categories. 

Permission to work while on 
leave or liberty must be procured 
from the Legal Office. To qualify, 
the staff member must have ac- 
cepted employment in a trade or 
occupation dealing directly with 
war or food production. 
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® More Signs of Changing Times 

Out of the Oak Leaf Door, on 13 May, 1944, there poked the 
head of a newly garbl'd creature the like of which has not been 
seen before in these parts. The great rolling presses of a buzzing 
metropolis across the bay had done another job. The Oak Leaf 
had a splendid new suit of clothes. 

The offices of “Ye Editors” are a new example of humming 
activity. Along with the general upswing of the tempo of the 
compound, we have found that we just couldn’t contain our- 
selves in four pages. Again, through the initiative of our C.O., 
we have taken another big step forward. Volume III. Number 
10, is a bigger and, we hope, a better paper. 

A paper, like a politician, should serve its constituents. Much 
as we hate to admit it, we fear this paper, like some politicians, 
has at times forgotten its constituents. With this issue, there- 
fore, along with more space, a bigger staff, and several barrels 
of enthusiasm, we break out a reformed policy — more patient 
news. 

So here is your chance, patients, to help us with hot tips, ward 
scuttlebut, and scoops on interesting news items and patient 
personalities. Pass us the word often and we’ll try and print as 
much as we can. 



NOTICE 




"‘Sailors who can’t get whiskey 
will have to gin and beer 


"‘I don’t know what’s wrong 
with my dentist, he seems to be 


down in the mouth lately — my 
mouth!” — Culbertson. 


Wave: ‘"I want a man who 
doesn’t pet, smoke, drink, swear or 
philander in any way.” 

Sailor: “What for?” 


Two old maids went for a tramp 
in the woods, but the tramp wasn’t 
interested. 


Everyone likes to see a broad 
smile — especially if she’s smiling 
at you. 


When the editor of the Oak Leaf 
commented favorably on the ap- 
pearance of the salad at Officers’ 
Mess last Sunday, it was gratifying 
but rather surprising to have the 
lady in dark glasses in front of him 
deftly dish him out a huge portion. 
But it was more surprising to 
recognize her as the talented and 
charming movie star, Jean Arthur. 


It is necessary for all Navy and 
Marine personnel being discharged 
from this station to see the Vet- 
erans Administration Representa- 
tive regarding claims, etc. Dis- 
charges will be delayed for those 
failing to comply. 

The Veterans Administration 
office is located on the second deck 
of the Ship’s Service building. 


Farm Rehabilitates 
51 A & B Patients 


All Staff Personnel and Patients 
are requested to refrain from put- 
ting paper and refuse in butt 
boxes. Such a practice creates a 
definite fire hazard. 


All men interested in playing 
with the station basketball team, 
see Balin in the Recreation and 
Welfare office, or Dobris at the 
Bowling Alley. 


The absentee problem in Ger- 
many is acute. Every day a few 
more factories fail to show up for 
work. 


It’s a smart man who hasn’t 
let a woman pin anything on 
him since he was a baby. 


Patients interested in mechan- 
ical drawing sets may check them 
out from Miss Ensign in the Rec- 
reation Department. There are 
four sets available, so come on 
down. There are also popular 
phonograph records which may 
be checked out from the Gray 
Lady room. 

Would the girl friend like a por- 
trait of you? Mrs. Allen, Gray 
Lady, has been doing sketches of 
patients in the wards. If you’d 

B. Ensign. 


Season's Biggest Dance 
Planned by "Oak Leaf 


#/ 


The show will be sharp and shapely. The singing will be 
suave and smooth. The music will be mellow and melodious. 
All this and refreshments too! 


WHAT? The Oak Leaf Dance — A fast and furious frolic 
of fun and folly. 

WHEN? Monday night, October 9, with all the boys and 
girls of Oak Knoll invited to attend this orgy of innocent 

merriment, 

Cecil B. DeMille never thought up anything to match 
this' With the staff members of the Oak Leaf bending thc.r 
mighty intellects to the arrangements of this extravaganza, 
a big evening is assured all. 


Divine Services 


Catholic: 


Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter. R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 06S0, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 

Confessions — Daily, before Mass. 

Novena Devotions — Fridav at 1830. 
Protestant : 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. T. L 
Armstrong. S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Bible Study (Dental Clinic) — 1030. 

Ward Devotlonals — 0930. 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daiiv Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study (Thursday in Chapel)— 1500. 

Jewish: 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is In attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send In names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not rep- 
resented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 





One night last week Dr. Runkl|* 
was seen toting a double-barrel* 
shotgun in the vicinity of 51 A am 
B. The wicked gleam in his ej 
made obvious the fact that he jvl 
deviously contemplating a du<3 
hunting season of his own. Beiir^ 
a man of unlimited wisdom, hi ' 
was one of the first to learn of tS, . 
combination truck and poultr 
farm started by Dr. Burnham, j’ 

It is located between wards 51 
and B. The patients who desfi 
light exercise, or relaxation fc 
their troubled minds, are afforde< 
the opportunity to work at thei: 
leisure. Up to this date the result 
have been inspiring. In one caSl 
a patient, D. J. Craig S2/c ha< ■* 
been suffering from a muScula 
condition that had kept him bed 
ridden for many months. Wh| 
able, he assisted on the farm, ani. 
in a few weeks his condition wi 
much improved. In another cas^ 

J. A.wLehr S2/c had been mental; 
ly depressed after having returne 
from overseas. He had lived on 
farm before joining the Navy. Ft, 
mental attitude was much in- 
proved when he received th { 
chance to again toil in the goo 
earth. 

W. Friedman PhM3/c is large) 

. 

responsible for the success of th 
fine endeavor. He spent muc 
of his time in planning and orgai * 
izing the principle necessities < 
the farm. 

Splendid cooperation was show 
by all departments. Welfare ar 
Recreation supplied the equii 
ment, and Maintenance install* 
a very efficient sprinkler systcr 

Dr. Burnham has cause for coi 
cern, because he has heard th 
Dr. Runkle is now saving old box* 
and crates. He has also leamc 
that the doctor’s wife is gettn 
all her mason jars ready tor j 
winter’s supply. It was Dr. Bull If 
ham’s desire to present Capta 
Dearing with a portion of the 
crop. He’s now seriously think 
of posting a twenty-four gUc 
around t^ie farm as a preventati 
against thieving. 
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Scuttlebutt 


\\ 



(You can read between the lines 
but don’t blame us for what you 
read.) 

Have you heard of the new ro- 
mance between Dorothy Mitchell 
and E. M. Hurd? A Hershey Bar 
in the Medical Storeroom is pret- 
ty well broken up over it. The 
two seem to be well mated, and 
it is rumored that they’ll soon be 
jtripping down the proverbial 
aisle. We don’t know who’ll be 
tripping who! 

The Maintenance Department 
t is trying to arrange orders for 
‘Two Ton” Spanky Dyer. If un- 
successful, it is considering an 
addition to its staff. The carpen- 
ter shop has been working over- 
time in its endeavor to keep the 
Record Office furniture in repair 
since “Spanky” arrived. 

Dale Stormbeck and Sam Re- 
beijo were mixing dough in Com- 
. missary One the other day. They 
went into the bread room to- 
gether, and Dale came out well 
battered. He says a loaf of bread 

• fell, on him. (They must have 
forgotten to remove it from the 

i ■ crate. ) 

Mr. Benchoff’s last official act 
‘before leaving the compound was 
to grace B. Houston’s third finger, 

- tcff hand, with a beautiful spark- 
ler. 

Tom Dillon was seen down at 
Ship’s Service buying a bottle of 

• hair tonic one day last week. 
Don’t fool yourself Tom, you need 
tnore than hair tonic. We’d sug- 
gest a towel to comb your hair. 

• Vould you like to borrow our 
J “Crying Towel?” 

“Do you want to buy a duck?” 
Junior Rierson won a duck at a 
H carnival, and is now wondering 
'vhat to do with it. It would make 

lovely ornament for the bar- 
racks. Why don’t you stuff it 
Tierson? 

The reason for the recent to- 
bacco shortage at Ship’s Service: 
First, Barbara Lance* one of the 
Mail Room girls, takes to smoking 
• a pipe — then Tina Reeves, in the 
Record Office, comes forth with a 
stogie. Stock up on your chewing 
tobacco boys, the gals will soon 
get around to that too. 

We hear that Danny Campbell 
^ a firm believer in General 
Eisenhower’s secret weapons. With 


Missing Men" Meet 
At Oak Knoll 

By a strange stroke of fate, two 
men, uncle and nephew, previous- 
ly reported missing in action, met 
at our bowling alleys for the first 
time in six years. They were 
Stanley Tefft, a Chief Ordnance- 
man, and Lloyd Davis, a Marine 
Corporal. 

Their experiences closely re- 
semble those of Eddie Ricken- 
bacher’s. While an aerial gunner 
in a South Pacific squadron, 
T.efft’s plane was hit by anti-air- 
craft fire. The crew was compelled 
to make a forced landing while 
returning to their base. They 
bailed out, drifted for two and a 
half days on a raft, and finally 
reached a Jap infested island. 

They eluded Japanese patrols 
until Lady Luck brought them 
upon a cave inhabited by friendly 
natives. He, and his companions, 
were harbored by the natives for 
87 days, at which time they again 
set out in the raft. They were 
rescued by an American patrol 
plane after having been four days 
.adrift. 

Lloyd Davis served in Iceland 
with the Second Marine Brigade. 
On two occasions his patrol group 
had been snowbound for three 
weeks.. They were officially re- 
ported as missing, but amazed 
everyone by returning each time. 

Davis was transferred to the 
Fourth Division last January, and 
sustained a chest wound in action 
during the Marshall’s invasion. 

They say “truth is stranger than 
fiction,” but a fiction writer, with 
the most vivid mind could never 
portray the strong circumstances 
of their meeting, or the experi- 
ences which they encountered. 



Patient — “Gosh, I’m thirsty.” 
HA 2/c — “I’ll get you a glass of 
water.” 

Patient — “I said I’m thirsty, not 
dirty!” 


all the Waves on the compound, 
he’s finally gone Waccy. 

Paryaski, in Chemistry, was 
interested in culturing a few hair 
follicles on his upper lip, but the 
general concensus among the 
Wave’s was that it wasn’t a cul- 
ture worth culturing. They didn’t 
seem to be very well tickled by it. 

Eddie Whitright, our Indian 
Chief, scalped too many heads (of 
beer) last pay night, and went on 
the war path. He wanted to Sioux 
a few members of the Oak Knoll 
fraternity who claimed to be fel- 
low tribesmen. 

Eve Benskin, the girl with green 
finger nails, red hair, and big 
beautiful eyes, has all the men 
blue in the face when they view 
her photograph. Cecil B. DeMille 
doesn’t know what he’s missing. 
He’s been searching for a Zazu 
Pitts stand-in for quite some time. 


Our Navy at War 


A pink elephant is a beast of 
bourbon. 


(The final installment of a short 
series summarizing the Naval rec- 
ord of the past two years.) 

By the end of 1943, the Ameri- 
can Navy had demonstrated in a 
variety of ways that it was able to 
do what the pressures of this war 
demanded. In Europe, the mass 
naval action involved in the in- 
vasion of Sicily and Italy utilized 
new refinements of seaborne attack 
in our first test “under-fire” for 
the new types of landing craft. The 
big test of our ability to supply 
the demands of our armies— the 
old problem of logistics — was met 
with flying colors. The Army esti- 
mated that each American soldier 
landed in the African and Italian 
campaign needed one and one half 
tons of supplies per man put 
ashore. On a busy day, for exam- 
ple, the Mediterranean air force 
alone might use 1 Vz million gal- 
lons of high octane gas, all of 
which had to be convoyed to that 
theatre in tankers. The U. S. ship- 
ped food and equipment to at least 
32 different fronts, some of them 
17,000 miles from the point of 
origin. Apart from military needs, 
the U. S. and Great Britain trans- 
ported between 30,000 and 50,000 
tons of supplies monthly for the 
civilian population in North Africa 
alone. Coal and oil products aver- 
aged another 40,000 tons monthly. 

From shipyards on the home 
front came new weapons to combat 
U-boats. These soon proved their 
deadly efficiency. 

The year found naval production 
keeping pace with the offensive 
progress at sea. The five and one- 
third billion dollar shipbuilding 
program was fairly well com- 
pleted, approaching the total re- 
cently announced by the Secretary 
of the Navy as 65,000 naval craft 
constructed since the war began. 
The Navy continued to expand its 
personnel towards the 3,600,000, 
agreed upon as the maximum and 
optimum strength for operations 
required. 

Operations in the global propor- 
tions of the day were not limited 
to matters of preparation and ser- 
vice of supply, as 1944 began. 

With the conquest of the Gilberts 
complete, we undertook new am- 
phibious conquests in the Pacific 
leading eventually to the Japanese 
home empire. On 30 January, the 
hughest fleet the world has ever 
seen was massed for offensive ac- 
tion against the Marshalls. Kwa- 
jalein, one of the most strategic of 
the atolls in the group fell on 5 
February, and the westernmost 
one, Eniwetok, fell two weeks 
later. Gradually, over the suc- 
ceeding weeks, all but four main 
atolls in the group had been con- 
quered: Mili, Maloelap, Wotje, 

and Jaluit. 

Interspersed with a constant 
series of moderate bombing attacks 
on the Japanese held Pacific is- 
lands, 1944 saw occasional ex- 


tremely heavy raids, notably on 
Truk in mid-February, on Palau 
still later, and on the Bonins, the 
latter islands being immediately 

adjacent to Japan. 

In June of 1944, amphibious 
operations of the boldest sort to 
date, and with the greatest promise 
of ultimate value in reaching 
Japan, were begun against the 
Marianas. During June and July, 
complete occupation was achieved 
on Saipan, Tinian, and Guam- 
three of the four major islands in 
the southern Mariana group. From 
these bases, we are promised, 
action against the enemy empire 
will be taken “along several 
routes.” 

Meanwhile, in the southwest Pa- 
cific, the Navy has helped in the 
offensive directed across the “top” 
of New Guinea. Meanwhile, also, 
the 1944 amphibious operations on 
the French coast, west and south, 
and the superb “coverage” for the 
Army while it progressed down the 
Normandy peninsula, showed con- 
tinuing use of “our Navy” both in 
its primary functions, and as 
auxiliary artillery for land based 
forces. There is obviously little 
land based artillery that has the 
fluidity of movement for the size 
of the battery that our 16-inch 
naval guns represent. They can 
be moved as necessitated along a 
coast, at a speed of upwards of 30 
knots in some instances and they 
can fire a projectile of over a ton 
for a distance in the neighborhood 
of 20 miles. Control of the sea, like 
control of the air, is substantially 
in our hands. 

The promise of “our Navy” is 
great as we approach the phase of 
the war in which the Navy’s part 
is necessarily the greater part. 



Just unpacked are the follow- 
ing diverse titles: 

Ley: Rockets; the future of 
travel beyond the stratosphere. 
Herbert: Meet Corliss Archer. 

(Corliss is almost sixteen, and 
likes servicemen.) Perelman: 
Crazy like a fox. (More screw- 
ball humor, in the vein of The 
dream department.) Morris: The 
fightin’est ship; the story of the 
cruiser “Helena.” Albee: A sur- 
geon’s fight to rebuild men; an 
autobiography. Judah: Tom Bone 
(A romantic adventure in the 
new world.) Adams: Canal town. 
The story of a young doctor in 
western New York about 1820 and 
his struggles against medical 
ignorance.) 

The book cart visits regularly 
once a week all wards having bed 
patients. If you want something 
in the meantime, and are a bed 
patient, ask your nurse to phone 
the library, and books will be 
sent up by special messenger. 

Library hours: 0800-2100; Sun- 
day, 1200-2100. 


t m 


Page Four 


r r HE O A K L E A F 





Saturday, Ifi September, Ifjpj 


The Navy Takes 
Care of Its Own 


(1) Chain & Thursby. (2) Frieda Donna. (3) Senor Carlos. (4) Betty Elkins and Merle Robinson. 




Say When" Troupe Entertains Compound With Fast Show 


The USO Show, “Say When,” 
presented in the amphitheatre 
Monday, September 4, wasn’t a 
big name affair, but it was fast 

and funny and Oak Knoll loved it. 
Petite Jean Walters, who pro- 
fessed “to have everything Lana 
Turner had, only a little different- 
ly arranged,” was MC. She intro- 
duced a variety of talent, ranging 


from Dorothy Bruce, musical saw 
virtuoso, to Senor Carlos, who did 
things with two soup spoons. 

Favorites with the crowd were 
two veterans of World War I, 

Chain and Thursby, with their 
patter and elaborate mind-reading 
act. Senor Carlos, self-styled 
Mexican ambassador of good-will, 
and his harmonica Caballeros gave 


forth with a lusty song and dance 
routine that was strictly for GI 
consumption. 

Joyce Renee, pleased the audi- 
ence with her classical fiddling. 
Frieda Dova sang Maxican ballads 
to her own guitar accompaniment. 

Betty Elkins, pleasant both vo- 
cally and visually, embarrassed 
patient Merle Robinson S2/c no 
end with her personal attention. 


Hot Air Specialist Inter- 
viewed Under Pressure 


TRANSPORTATION 


Did you ever stop and wonder 
where all the hot air comes from 
on the compound? Well, after 
many hours of strenuous Sher- 
lock Holmesing the roving re- 
porter of the Oak Leaf found out. 

Back of the nurses’ quarters is 
a row of chimneys. Built beneath 
them is a large rambling build- 
ing, commonly known as the 
power-house. 

Crawling in and out of four 
huge, brick-enclosed boilers, 
climbing on steel cat-walks, iron 
ladders and gratings, are ten 
engineers, five civvies and five 
gee-eyes. 


yr-W. — ^ 

— — f-r" 



“The fundamental objective o 
the Welfare and Recreation Pro 
gram is to provide leadership 
facilities, equipment and fun<fc 4 
for the development of a pro- 
gram of activities for the leisure 
or off-duty time of Naval Per 
sonnel” — these are the words c 
the Chief of Naval Personnel i ' 
Washington and at Oak Knoll, ; ' 
least, these objectives are moi 
than adequately achieved. 

Under the able direction of ! 
John W. Carey, Welfare and Rei 
reation Officer, and his staff, ’ 
wide and varied program of en ‘ 
tertainment, recreational activl 
ties and athletic leagues an. 
events are provided for and pa 
ticipated in by both patients ar, • 
staff personnel. 

“The Navy realizes the impor 
tance of welfare and recreatioi 
in every naval establishment hen 


and abroad,” states Lt. Carey 


“and it is our job to presen f ai 


Supplying steam to all the 
wards, barracks, the laundry and 
the commissaries, is a far cry 
from boiling up enough water to 
steam open your sister’s love 
letters. As a matter of fact, it 
takes about 6000 gallons of heavy 
oil each week, and 11,000 volts of 
electricity per week- These five 
boilers develop 14,000 horsepower 
each day, but that’s only half ol 
the amount they’re capable of. 


Before winter sets in they re 
jutting in another boiler and 
;everal smaller units, all auto- 
natically controlled. It 
fiat two years’ experience at Oak 
£noll has taught Mr. Gross not 
,o put full faith in the local 
veather, and are we glad he 
loesn’t when we slowly creep out 
jf our bunks some mornings and 
;m brace the closest radiator. 


Left to ripht: A. Potts, Miss L. Guida. J. Blanehet, Miss M. Delver. H. Bourdase, Mr. 
Thompson. 


With the growth of this hos- 
pital, the transportation depart- 
ment has increased, since 15 July, 
1942, from a fleet of ten vehicles 
and a staff of eleven to a fleet of 
more than five times that size 
and a crew of forty. The ambu- 
lance fleet, alone, consists of five 
Packards, two Dodges, one Ford, 
one International, and six Army- 
type field ambulances. 

To keep the ambulances, 
trucks, buses and motorcyles in 
ship-shape order and operation 
are ten civilian chauffeurs, two 
mechanics, twenty-five enlisted 
men and three Waves, two of 
whom are drivers. 

The daily activities of the de- 
partment include the collection 
and disposal of trash from the 
commissaries, Ship s Service, 
wards and quarters. For this pur- 


pose four trucks are used in the 
morning and two in the after- 
noon. The ambulances, as may 
be expected, are the most fre- 
quently used conveyances, aver- 
aging fifty-two daily trips with- 
in the compound and five trips 
outside of the hospital bounds. A 
daily average of twenty-five trips 
is made by the fleet of thirty- 
seven trucks. The department is 
authorized to call for patients 
anywhere within a one-hundred 
mile radius. 


Mr. R. V. Thompson, Lt. (jg), 
HC, USN (Ret.), head of the de- 
partment, points with pride at its 
fine record of 24-hour service to 
the hospital, for which purpose 
at least two chauffeurs are on 
duty at all times, and to its motto 
— “Immediate service — if not 
sooner.” 


integrated program that meet 
this need.” Well qualified for th> 
post, Lt. Carey holds an AB fron 
Boston College, and Masters ck 
grees from both Notre Dame ar 1 
Ohio State. In addition, he ha< 
ten years of experience in Coir 
munity and Recreation work be 
fore entering the Navy. |. 

A list of the manifold activitie 
of this office would fill the Oal 
Leaf, but it falls logically int> 
three main categories: entertain)-!,, 
ment, recreational activities, aa 1 , 
physical fitness. s ; 1." 

Recreational activities includ 
everything from special partie 
ashore for patients to a miniatui? 
farm back of 51A complete wit? 1 '; • 
radishes and chickens. There 
a Wave Chorus and a staff Or ; 
chestra. Captain Dearing, wh 
takes a deep personal interest i; ■ 
seeing that both patients an! 
personnel have the best recre3 
tional opportunities, particular! 
wanted a Military Band. Oa 
Knoll can now boast of a crackei 
jack outfit under the direction ( 
Donald Farr, Marine Drill 
Major. And last, but not leas 
there are the popular staff pic 
nics, complete from beer 1 
pickles. 

In the athletic field. Oak Kno 
can be proud of an eight-teai 
Corpsmen Softball League in ac 
dition to Wave and Staff team 
The Staff team, incidentally, wo 
the class C IAA league title tbl 1 
year and is in the running f< 
further honors. Bowling is pai 
ticipated in by four Wave an 
twelve men’s teams. An Office) 
league is being formed and toui 
naments for both patients an 
nurses are planned. 

Among other sports sponsore 
by Welfare and Recreation 
volleyball, badminton, tent, 
golf, swimming and horseba- 
riding. . 

“The Navy takes care of i 
own,” says Lt. Carey, and tl- 1 
Welfare and Recreation OfM 
amply demonstrate this fact. 






Saturday. Hi September, 1944 


Editor’s Note: If you have a 
pet peeve, whether it be truth or 
fiction, submit it to the Oak Leaf. 
A crying towel, personally auto- 
graphed by the Chaplain, will be 
issued for the best story of the 
week. 

Dear Editor: 

I was caught sleeping in by the 
M.A. one morning last week for 
the first time in my four months 
Naval career. I had stayed up too 
late reading “Superman” the night 
before. He gave me a break, and 
said he’d report me if he ever 
caught me again. I jumped up at 
the first sound of reveille the next 
morning. In my haste, I hit my 
head on the top bunk, and got 
knocked colder than a cucumber. 
The M.A. came through, thought 
I was asleep, and now I’m on re- 
port. 

Could you please help me in 
any way? 

(Yes, change to a top bunk not 
too close to the overhead.) 

Dear Editor: 

I was stopped by the Marine 
Guard while going out on liberty 
one night last week, and he said 
my liberty card bore a striking 
resemblance to a Wheaties box 
top. I appeared before the Pro- 
vost Marshal the next morning, 
and learned that I hadn’t rated 
liberty the night before. Now, for 
a slight error on my part, I’m 
restricted for three weeks. 

(We’d suggest you try “Cream 
of Wheat” — the box is yellow.) 

Softball Tournament 
Features Ten Teams 

The Compound’s first softball 
tournament gets it inauguration 
Sept 6, .1944, with Staff Personnel 
contesting the Marine Detachment. 
The tournament lists ten teams; 
in name they are Marine Detach., 
Staff Pers., Post Office, Surgery, 
Bag Room, Commissary, N. P.| 
Stewarts, and two teams from the 
Recreational Department. Like 
all tournaments it is an elimina- 
tion series. Trophies are to be 
given to the Champions and Run- 
ners Up. 

The games are to start each 
evening at 1715, and are played 
on the Station diamond. Also to 
be played during the ensuing week 
is the Compound Championship 
playoff between the Marine De- 
tachment and Post Office. Post 
Office won the first half, but Mar- 
ine won the second half with a 
10 to 5 victory over the mailmen 
Sept. 4, 1944. 


Major Gains, USMC 


A 




• It is with pleasure that we re- 
port that “Rippling Rhythm’’ 
Brooks and his bunkmate, Cap- 
tain Bloom, 
have left for 
the east coast. 

Je hope 40B 
will be quiet 
and peaceful 
now. Two 
birthdays have 
been celebrated 
„ here recently 
—those of Lt. 

A Joe Dickson 
and Joe the 
corpsman. 

LL Vinson, 
ever hopeful, 
reports that he 
is still looking for a house in the 
Bay Area but, says he, “I won’t 
pay $10,000 for it.” The good lieu- 
tenant can always set up house- 
keeping in a pup tent. (But who 
wants to live a dog’s life?) 

The whole ward is proud of the 
versatile Lt. Evitts. Although 
-paralyzed from the waist down, 
\ ne can swim with the best of 
.them, bowl a neat 150 (on his 
gurnee), and hold his own with 
the nurse vocally. 

And yours truly reports that he 
r iil spend the weekend in San 
incisco with his aides so that 
be can get out of picking up 
marbles with his toes. 

A new sys- 
tem for holding 
reveille has 
been started in 
Ward 40A. No 
one knows 
where the idea 
started nor how 
a certain nurse 
learned how to 
use a boats- 
wain’s pipe, but 
at 0600 now she 
pipes all hands 
heave out and 
lash up. It does 
sound odd to 
bear a sweet female voice sound 
°ut. ‘‘Rise and shine, you sailor 
men.” 

A picnic was held on this ward 
1 Week ago and, believe us, it was 
a success both from the stand- 
point of morale and thirst. 

A note of gossip: Ens. Roberts 
a flunkie) is taking orders from 
LS fiancee. She outranks him and 
she'll make out an allotment 

him but she’ll never let him 
out of her 
appeal! 




ChBsn. Vitlsh 




sight. Ah me — what 


Ward Correspondents 


We all have a duty to bear witness to the faith in us. We do this 
by acting and living as members of the Mystical Body of Christ. This 
obligation implies that we practice the law of charity in such a way 
that others can see that we are ever-conscious of our duties towards 
each other. 

When a man is willing to die for his belief, then people must take 
that belief seriously. The same is true even when the one bearing 
witness to his faith shows his sincerity by less extreme methods. 
When anyone doubted the sincerity of his faith, St. Paul silenced 
his accusers by reciting what he was glad to suffer in order to bring 
the Gospel to his fellowmen. As he wrote the Epistle to the Ephesians 
(chapter IV 1-6) he wrote as a prisoner because of the Gospel he 
taught This seems to add special force to his words — to let nothing 
mterfere with their practice of the faith. 

r 

No wonder so many that heard St. Paul took seriously what he 
preached concerning charity, justice, and humility. He dared to be 
different in order to be Christ-like. He didn’t fear to preach un- 
welcome truths after faithfully practicing them himself. 

George B. Spiegelhalter, Chaplain. 


1st row ueft to right)— Miss Wilhite, Wakefield, Delaplane, Engles, Johnson, 
Cushman, Jones, Miss Pound. 2nd row— Stupakevich, MuUis, Leftwich, Dinneen, 
Hasse. Noren. 3rd row — Harmon, Hagland, Cornett, Hendrix, Melom. 4th row 
Nelson, Beitman, Drummer, Foote, Wheat. Top row — Zanoni, Colombo, Davis. 


Cadet Nurses Arrive 
For Training Here 

A new group of 25 cadet nurses 
arrived September 1 at Oak Knoll 
for a six-month cadetship period. 
The girls come from 16 hospitals 
in as many states. Upon comple- 
tion of the six-month period, the 
cadets will return to their home 
hospitals for graduation. 

Miss Wilhite and Miss Pound 
are in charge of the growing cadet 
nurse program here, which will 
see another class entering Decem- 
ber 1. 


Patient (recovering from oper- 
ation): “Why are all the blinds 
drawn?” 

Doctor: “Well, you see, there’s 
a fire across in the Waves’ quarters 
and I didn’t want you to wake up 
and think the operation was a 
failure. 


An Invitation 

The Laurel Methodist Church 
invites all Oak Knollers to visit 
its “Stage Door Canteen” near 
35th and MacArthur, one block 
north of the Hopkins theatre. 
The Canteen features overnight 
accommodations for 25 men, be- 
sides a gymnasium, ping pong, 
table games, and Junior Host- 
esses. 

An Oak Knoll night will be 
celebrated in the near future 
and those who desire to attend 
will be furnished transporta- 
tion if notice is given in ad- 
vance. 

Turn your name to Chaplain 
Armstrong. 


Nurse: “Yes, you can see him, 
he’s convalescing now.” 

Boot: “Oh, don’t bother him. 
I’ll sit here and wait till he’s 
through.” 


t f Chaplain 9 s Corner + t 


"Walk Worthily of Your Calling” 
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OAKS WIN TROPHY IN CITY LEAGUE 

? — - 




Captain Dearing, Captain Carroll, and Concannon. 


Oaks and Camp Parks 
In Tie for Title 


The championship of the Twelfth 
Naval District, and the winners of 
the Commandant’s Trophy rides 
on the crest of the final tussle of 
a three game series Sunday, Sept. 
13, 1944, at Camp Parks. 

Oak Knoll jumped to a first 
game lead at Camp Parks on 29 
Sept. 1944 by pounding out a de- 
cisive 5 to 2 victory. Playing be- 
fore a crowd of nearly a thousand, 
mostly CB’s, the Oaks bunched 
together three hits after two walks 
to score four big l'uns, then pro- 
ceeded to hold on for dear life. 
Segale started the inning by 
singling. 

While the CB’s of Camp Park’s 
were only able to touch McFarland 
for two hits in the first contest, 
they roared back in the second 
game to run rough-shod over the 
over-confident Oaks by waltzing 
to a 7 to 3 victory. Going into the 
fourth the Oaks were supporting 
a two run lead, thanks to a single 
by Segale with two on. In the 
fifth however the CB’s found their 
eye. and boomed across three big 
runs. Johnson and Mott singled, 
went to second on a sacrifice, and 
scored on Segale’s error. Then after 
the Oaks kicked the ball around 
McMahan scored what proved to 
be the tie-breaking run on a single 
by Wojciak. In the sixth they 
scored three more, and in the 
seventh they added another for 
good measure. 

The Oaks, although coming up 
with two sparkling double plays 
were guilty of very shabby de- 
fensive ball, and saying that is 
charitable. Captain Dearing. after 
seeing the team perform, decided 
that what the team lacked was 
practice, so ordered a practice 
2Vz hours each day. The Captain 
wants a trophy, and it’s an order, 
not a request. 


Joe Louis Adversary 
Instructs Athletics 
To Oak Knollers 


Tony Musto, along with Kent 
Robison, is inaugurating a pro- 
gram of athletic activities at this 
hospital. 

A ring foundation is being con- 
structed in the vicinity of the old 
caddie house. Tony is eager to 
train and condition anyone inter- 
ested in boxing. It is his desire 
to form a team to compete with 
other stations, and hopes to pre- 
sent a boxing event at our amphi- 
theatre in the near future. 


» 

Manager John Concannon re- 
ceived the city league trophy for 
the Oak Knoll softball team at 
the Oakland City Recreational 
Banquet on the evening of Sept. 
5, 1944. 

The Oaks merited the trophy by 
winning six and losing none in 
the city league this summer. 

The Station and team’s grati- 
tude was expressed by Lt. Carey, 
Recreational Officer. But the play- 
ers’ interest dwelled more upon 
what Robinson, the team’s guid- 
ing light, said, when he announced 
that the Station team would be 
entered in the City Winter League, 
against better teams of the lo- 
cality. 


Bowling League News 


Oak Knoll Nurses 
Defeat T.I. 10-8 


X-Ray' surplanted Welfare ar 
Recreation for the National League 
lead, while Medical Store Rq^ 
held fast to their lead in a, e 
American League, in the Stations 
interesting bowling league. The 
Waves entered a team replacing 
the Laundry in the Americar. 
League and are doing quite nicely : 
winning four while losing but tv„, _ , 
contests. 


V 


On Tuesday, September 5, our 
nurses from Treasure Island put 
on a display of softball which 
might have interested many base- 
ball scouts. 

The game proved to be hilari- 
ous with somersaulting steals and 
fancy base-running 

The participating players were: 
Ball, p; Wheat, c; Aquistopace, lb; | 
Borsvold, 2b; Dinneen, 3b; Liggen- 
bruegge, ss; Buggeln, sf; Kleme- 
nok, If; Mattson, cf; Elbe, rf. 


The highest individual ga®, < 
score went to Pinard of the Surg- 
ery team, with a neat 240 score 
The team scoring honors went t ‘ 
the X-Ray quintet, when the;, 
rolled up a startling 905 count 

The Standings ih the Americi 
League: 

Medical Store Room .... 11 

Disburs. 9 

Dental Techs. 8 

Recreational Tech. . 8 

Pharmacy . . ... 5 

Waves 4 

The Standings in the Nation* 
League: 

X-Ray 12 

Surgery 9 

Welfare and Rec 8 

Commissary 6 

Post Office ; 3 

Laboratory 1. 


Master Sergeant: Colonel, I’m 
sorry, but that last batch of tear 
gas is no good. 

Colonel: Well, let’s not cry over 
it. 


A boycott is not a male daren- 
port ! 


A wallflower is a girl who we 
a sweater to keep warm. 


Musto should be an able in- 
structor. He fought for thirteen 
years and wisely went into retire- 
ment in 1943 when he realized his 
stamina was slowly failing him. 

He has met, and defeated, many 
of the top notchers of the past dec- 
ade. His outstanding bout was with 
the mighty Joe Louis. He weath- 
ered the lethal punches of the 
“Brown Bomber” until he sus- 
tained a cut over his right eye. 
The fight was stopped, but he 
doggedly remained on his feet till 
the end. 

Tragedy entered his life when 
“Red” Quin, his best friend and 
manager, passed away while root- 
ing for him at the ringside one 
night. Quin, a former sailor, had 
been a fleet champion in the early 
twenties, and was instrumental in 
teaching Tony the art of self de- 
fense. 

If you now look like Sinatra, and 
wish to become a Charles Atlas, 
just visit Tony some day. His 
genial nature, and upright stan- 
dard of living, should be an in- 
spiration for anyone undei his 
guidance. 


M OIPHY 


by Pen berth) 


Doctor, (humorist): Good 
moaning patients, Good moan- 
ing! 






/^\ 


s' r\ 


s \ 


G’wan Moiphy , Tell Him There’s No Sntokin, 
in the Amphitheatre! ! ! 





Vol. 3, Xo. 11 


UNITED STATES NAVAL HOSPITAL, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA Saturday, 30 Sept., 1944 


LAUGH DOCTORS CURE ILLS 



Helpful Hints on 
■' Transportation 

Due to recent congestion on local 
buses and trains, the Key System 
has issued a few factors to famil- 
iarize all new service personnel 
Wrh the proper payment of fares 
in this area: 

P * The local fare is 10c or one 
• token and permits riding with 
transfer privileges anywhere with- 
in our Central fare zone. This Cen- 
tral fare zone- extends from the 
westerly limits of the City of San 
Tehndro to Fairmount Avenue in 
£1 Cerrito. Upon passing into an- 
other fare zone a second fare will 
be collected. 


2. Payment of a local far 
’.ade by dropping either 10 
one token into the fare bo 
tmt car or motor coach (to 
ure sold by the operators s 
or 50'*). Local patrons are 
carried on our interurban ele 
trains. Such passengers' pay a 
jilar local fare to the train 
disembarking. In all ( 
transfers are issued, upon rec 
** time fare is paid. 

3* Patrons bound for San F 
f*° do not pay a local fare i 
Boarding street cars or rr 
poaches. They purchase a 
Acket from the operator and 
Point where they connect 
, n< ; San Francisco train. I 
train they retain 
- el. This ticket must be 
^ted in fare box at the San F 
orminal as they pass thn 
are gate. Tickets may als 


purchased on trains by those pa- 
trons originating on train lines. 

4. Transbay patrons originating 
in San Francisco are required to 
purchase a 21c ticket at the ticket 
office in San Francisco Terminal. 
This ticket is dropped into fare 
box upon passing through fare 
gate in the terminal. Upon request 
a transfer to our local street car 
and motor coach lines will be 
issued at the San Francisco Ter- 
minal when going through the fare 
gate. 


Buy a War Bond Now 
Or Enter Bond Contest 

Here’s the opportunity, fellows: 
We have the Nip-Rats and the 
Heinies on the run, let’s help to 
keep them a running. A purchase 
of a War Bond might mean the 
difference between your buddy 
coming home or else ! 

While tattooing your initials on 
a Nip or a Heinie via a War Bond, 
get a second free helping by enter- 
ing the War Bond Cartoon contest. 
This free helping is a $25 War 
Bond for the best original cartoon 
handed in to the Security Office 
before midnight 17 October 1944. 
This contest is open to all patients 
and staff personnel of this hospital 
only.’ The cartoon must be 3 by 4 
inches in size and may be drawn 
with pen or pencil. Be sure to 
write your full name, rate, ward 
number or place of duty on the 
reverse side of the cartoon sub- 
mitted. 


Bill Passed Allowing 
Wave Overseas Duty 

‘•Join the Navy and See the 
World” is no longer an expression 
pertaining only to men. Singing 
surf riders, hula maidens on the 
beach at Waikiki, and tropical 
moonlight can now become a real- 
ity for any WAVE who has ever 
dreamed of seeing the enchanting 
Hawaiian Islands. 

Legislation permitting WAVES, 
Marinettes and Spars, to serve out- 
side of the United States has been 
recently passed by the House and 
sent to the White House. 

Only those who volunteer for 
service in Hawaii, Alaska or the 
‘‘American Area” outside the con- 
tinental limits may be so assigned. 
The legislation does not change 
existing law barring assignment of 
the women to foreign service. 


Notice 

If you have been in this hos- 
pital or any other hospitals for 
a period of six consecutive 
months you are eligible to apply 
for a waiver of the premiums 
you are paying on your insur- 
ance. If you wish to apply for 
this waiver, bring your Health 
Record to the Insurance Office, 
Room 23, top deck of the Old 
Administration Building. 


T 

Abbott and Costello 

Entertain Patients 

WHO appeared at Oak Knoll on 
the afternoon of September 13th? 
No, it wasn’t who — who was on 
the third base at the time — it was 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, the 
laugh doctors of radio and film 
fame. Clowning in their best 
fashion, they met with enthusias- 
tic response from the jammed 
amphitheatre. 

The “Rhythm Doctors” enter- 
tained with a few numbers while 
awaiting the arrival of the com- 
edians, and also provided the mu- 
sical background for the show. 

It got of to a slow start when 
. the comics intently waited to get 
a view of Abbott and Costello. 
They soon came to the conclusion 
that THEY were the aforemen- 
tioned artists. 

We fear it would have been an- 
other Jon Hall affair if Tommy 
Dorsey had been in the audience 
when Costello endeavored to imi- 
tate the “Sentimental Gentleman 
of Swing.” After struggling 
through a few numbers on the 
trombone, everyone praised his 
talents — as a comedian. 

Bud made an amazing find when 
he discovered that Kennedy, one 
of the “Rhythm Doctors,” could 
play “Yankee Doodle” backwards. 
Kennedy seemed to be very back- 
ward while rendering his version 
of the old familiar song. (He un- 
doubtedly had an aversion to audi- 
ences.) 

Costello began to stray from the 
straight and narrow with his gags, 
but, as usual, was restrained by his 
righteous partner, Abbott; how- 
ever, he did manage to make a 
few members of the weaker sex 
blush. 

Costello wasn’t the only con- 
fused person in the crowd when 
Abbott tried to explain the base- 
ball lineup. We’re still trying to 

figure who was who, and what was 
what. 

There’s an old adage, “Always 
leave them laughing when you say 
good-bye.” Justice was done to 
that saying when Abbott and Cos- 
tello said good-bye to the patients 
and staff of Oak Knoll. 
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The War Isn't Over 


I’lio Navy today is, for the most part, a Navy of civilians in 
uniform. Before the war we were engaged iu various' civilian 
activities and doing quite, well in the important business of making 
our way in life and getting a kick out of living. Now we have been 
given the infinitely more important business, that of winning a 
war and, frankly, we aren't getting much of a kick out of it. 

Iu other words, we want to get it over with, and return to what 
we were doing before Uncle Sam tapped u.s on the shoulder. It is 
natural with things going so well that we begin counting the 
months, weeks and days before that blessed day we go back to our 
homes and our families. 

Bui the tear isn’t oner by a long shot ! After Germany has 

«/ ~ »/ 

bitten the dust, there is still a little matter to be settled with 
Japan, and they’re a long way from being licked. It's all very 
well to know that in the long run, they will be forced to uncon- 
ditional surrender, but it’s still going to take a lot of fighting to 
convince them. 

It will save us a lot of disappointment if we would stop wishing 
for the end and. instead, pitch in to bring it about. Let's hope the 
war will be over soon, but let's also keep on doing our best to 
make that hope a fact. 


Keep October 9 Open — 

And Send Out Invitations Early! 


On October 9th a gala festival will be held on the station for all 
enlisted personnel. 

The entertainment will be gathered from some of the top enter- 
tainers from stage and radio. A few of the headliners are Miss Pat 
Evans, sensual singer of songs. Miss Marilyce McKean, well-known 
dancer of the Golden West. Les Willard will keep you in stitches with 
his comedy and songs. Miss Monty Margetts of radio fame will hold 
forth as mistress of ceremonies. 

This has all the earmarks of being one of the best compound lib- 
erties of the year (of course, we’re prejudiced). 

j£ vou care to bring your date from outside resources the in\ na- 
tion in the corner will serve as a gate pass for the lovely maid or the 
handsome Harry, as the case may be. 


Miss 

Mr. 


is cordially invited to attend 


THE OAK LEAF 
DANCE 
October 9 , 1944 


as the guest of 


Saturday, 30 September, 15 , 


t t 


Chaplain’ s Corner 


t t 


Our Mothers 

It is easy to get sticky and sentimental when you start talking a 
a fellow’s mother. A1 Jolson used to come to the footlights and 
“Mammy” until everybody thought it was a joke. A tin-pan-p^ 
player in a dive can jerk a few tears by singing a song about his qJ 
grey-haired mother — to whom probably he has not sent a five stM 
since the last time he got out of jail. 

But there is one person in the world who has a lot of silly ^ 
about you. She happens to be your mother. She thinks her boy, w| !ai . j 
ever his shortcomings, is the greatest boy on earth. Someone has 4$ I 
fined a friend as a person who knows all about you and likes ^ 
anyhow. A mother goes further than that; she knows all about 
and she loves you anyway. 

Your mother thinks that you are a great sailor. She thinks t|g| 
you are living habitually in God’s friendship. She doesn’t believe tfc; 
you could go out and get drunk and roll around in your uniform St 
thinks when you go ashore you talk to some sweet decent girl fji 
treat her the way your mother thinks girls ought to be treated. \ 

One thing we hate is a fellow who pulls the wool over anoth« 
e y es — pretending to be a different man from what he really is. W|_ 
do you think of the fellow who writes home to his mother and |r.i 
her he is crazy about her and all the time he is guijty of sins fl 
would make her want to die if she knew about them? What do 
think about the fellow who writes home, ‘T’ve been thinking a £ 
about you, Ma,” and in cold truth he didn't think one bit about; 
the last time he went ashore and raised hell? 

What do you think of the fellow who is going to go home to 
mother and have her feel proud of him when, if she knew what 
done, she’d be broken-hearted and ashamed to look him in the i 
It is a fine thing to write your mother regularly. Keep it up. It 
be splendid some day to take her home your service bar or , 

That’s going to make her very proud. — Chaplain Robert J. Cro.nln^ . 






Officer Openings 
Enlisted Personnel 


Catholic : 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 0630, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass; Satur- 
days, at 1900; on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 

Protestant : 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. T. I*. Arm- 
strong, S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Ward Dcvotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study — (Thursday in Chapel) — 
1800. 

Jewish: 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday — (Chapel) — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not. repre- 
sented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 


If you think you have 
tions to become an officer, investi- 
gate about it now. Contact 
personnel officer for informasM 
concerning your possibilities 
ing to the commissioned ranks. 

Since Pearl Harbor, 102.619 n’_ 
have been commissioned iroSjlS 
enlisted ranks. It is anticipafc 
that the percentage of apP^J' 
ments to commissioned status ufl 
enlisted personnel will be grMW 
in the future than it has been ««! 
ing the past two and a half y eaJ 


Mama owl to Papa owl: "I 

with Jmuv 


know what’s wrong 
lately, he doesn’t seem to gtve 

hoot.” 
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red cross fulfills vital function here 



Kosefield. 3. Florence Hurst. 4. Mrs. Reynolds. 5. Mrs. Henderson. 6. Janet Kin?. 

their Craft Shop. 


” Gotle and Mrs. Clinnick. 2. Mrs 

♦V , % 

i » 

The second deck of the Commu- 
Service Building houses the 
- clad American Red Cross 
Workers, who provide a wide vari- 
fy services 24 hours per day 
T r Patients and staff. Mrs. Ger- 
Jnide Reynolds, the field director, 
jihads this large program, and co- 
ordinates the activities of the vari- 
ous departments. 

a man asks to “borrow 
till pay day” the social work- 

th U " UaUy says “NO.” However, 
e Red Cross does make loans 


and grants for definite emergency 
needs. These have amounted to 
over $162,000.00 during the past 
year and a half. 

Whenever a service man's family 
receives medical care at this hos- 
pital, there are many types of Red 
Cross services available. The so- 
cial worker will help arrange Red 
Cross station wagon or ambulance 
transportation, help plan for care 
of the other children at home, 
discuss unexpected family finan- 
cial difficulties, and give other per- 


sonal services to the dependents. 

In two months’ time over 3,000 
sweaters, 1,000 afghans, 50,000 
razor blades, 6,000 packages of cig- 
arettes, have been distributed free 
of charge to patients. The number 
of articles of shaving gear, tooth 
brushes, combs, washcloths, slip- 
pers, etc., distributed would take 
another issue to itemize. 

In addition to these services, a 
craft shop is maintained on the 
second deck of Community Serv- 
ice Building for ambulatory 


7. Miss Thompson and Miss Keck, and 

patients, with materials for leather 
work, clay modeling, sketching, 
painting, lanyard weaving, etc. 

Personal services, such as shop- 
ping, letter writing, reading, sew- 
ing etc., are taken care of by a 
volunteer corps of Gray Ladies, 
numbering 142, who are on the 
compound every day but Sunday. 


Beneath the moon he told his love, 
The color left her cheeks, 

But on the shouldbr of his blues 
It plainly showed for weeks 
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CITATIONS CEREMONY HONORS OUR HEROES 



1. Lt. Lee Barrett. 


2. L. F. 


Holloway. I’hM 2/c. .2. M. A. Splettstazer, PhM 1 
Sst. USMC. 7. H. F. O’Neill. PhM 3/c. H. C. 


c. 4. L. H. Grynaviski, PhM 1/c. 
I. Thomas FC 3/c. 1). G. E. Smith. 


5. The deeorated men and the Capains. 0. R. R. 
10. S. S. Gokas, CM 3 c. 

<S> — 


Turttf? 




Navy's Highest Honor 
Goes to Oak Knoller 


The Navy Cross, the highest 
honor the Navy can bestow, was 
given to Lester Franklin Holloway, 
Ph.M.2c, at cita- 
tions held 
here Saturday, 

September 16. 

Holloway, now 
a patient at Oak 
Knoll, was at- 
tached to the 
22nd Marines, 

Reinforced. 

It was on the 
23rd of Febru- | f . „ 0 iioway 
ary, 1944, on 

Eniwetok Atoll, that Holloway 
participated in the action that won 
him the Navy Cross. He went in 
with the assault wave and dis- 



tinguished himself tending the 
wounded under constant fire. 

When he was hit, he insisted that 
the stretcher-bearers take his 
wounded comrades first. He was 
wounded again as he lay there and 
was unconscious when evacuated. 
He was taken aboard an Army 
hospital ship and for four days was 
listed by the Navy as “missing in 
action.” 

Holloway comes from Laurel, 
Miss., and enlisted in April, 1941. 
The Hospital Corps can be proud 
of this illustrious member. 


Salesman: I have something here 
which will make you popular, make 
your life happier, and bring you a 
host of new friends. 

Customer: I’ll take a quart. 


Late to bed and early to rise — 
Tells a story under your eyes. 


"Showing Off" Gives 
Oak Knoll Good Time 

‘'Showing Off,” another of the 
series of competent USO Troupes 
Oak Knoll has had recently, gave 
a show here Monday, September 
18 at 1730. Despite the chilly 
weather, the amphitheatre was al- 
most filled with enthusiastic in- 
mates. 

Roy Smeck, who plays almost 
any instrument with strings, 
pleased with his versatility and 
rhythm. The Blossom Sisters, vets 
of five trips overseas, gave gen- 
erously with comedy and dancing. 

Ade Duval really mystified with 
his magic, especially when he filled 
his invisible pipe with non-exis- 
tent tobacco, puffed on his thumb, 
and got real smoke. 

Benny Rubin, well known stage 
comedian, was the M. C. 


In a colorful ceremony of cita- 
tions, Oak Knoll paid tribute to# 
heroes on Saturday, September * 

Lester F. Holloway. Ph.M.2c, # 
ceived the Navy Cross, while Fiflj 
Lieut. Lee Barrett was given tfc 
Bronze Star and Ribbon Bar citl 
tion. The Air Medal went to Gl|‘ 
Eldon Smith, ARM2c, with I 
Comdr. Philip K. Gilman,,* 
(MC), USNR, being awarded ij 
Unit citation of USN Hospifr 
Pearl Harbor. Carl D. Be«® 
coxswain, received a Gold ’ 

lieu of second Purple. Heart. * 

The following men were grj 
Purple Hearts: Steve S. Gold 
carpenter’s mate 3c; Henry 1 ; 
O’Neill, Ph.M.3c; Charles^ 
Thomas, fire controlman, 3c, SI . 
R. R. Turney, USMC; Morris] 
Splettstazer, Ph.M.lc; Leonardj , 
Grynaviski, Ph.M.lc. 
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Scuttlebutt 


an examination, and failed to rec- 
ognize him fifteen minutes later. 
We wonder why she failed to re- 
call his face. She must have had 
something else on her mind at the 
time. 

Come up and shake the hands 
that shook the hand of our Repub- 
lican Presidential candidate, 
Thomas E. Dewey. Yes sir, Chap- 
lain Robinson, our editor, and 
Chaplain Armstrong used every 
trick in the books when they suc- 
ceeded in working their way in to 
converse with the New York Gov- 
ernor during his recent appearance 
in Oakland. The outcome was that 
Dewey and Chaplain Robinson had 
a grand time reminiscing about 
mutual acquaintances they know 
in Pawling, Dewey’s home town in 
New York State. 

“Salty” Mike Harrington, of Sur- 
gery No. 2, has really gotten 
around. According to him, he had 
a ten-day tour of duty in Alaska. 
In that time, he served on the beach 
in Kiska, and also was attached to 
a battleship and destroyer. P.S. He 
was a charter member of the Bur- 
lington Liars Club before involun- 
tarily joining the Navy. 

After eating some of these Ship’s 
Service sandwiches, it’s no wonder 
there is a razor blade shortage. 
What else could they cut that meat 
with? 


“How old are you, my little 
man?” 

“I don’t know sir. Mother was 
twenty-six when I was born, but 
now she’s only twenty-four.” 


Lt. Price Returns as 
Ship's Service Officer 

As the new Ship’s Service Of- 
ficer, Lt. (j.g.) R. A. Price, (HC) 
U.S.N., heads one of the most 
popular activities of this com- 
pound. Under his supervision 
falls the operation of the various 
Ship’s Service departments — the 
fountain, store, barber shop and 
beauty shop. 

Lt. Price entered the hospital 
corps school at Mare Island in- 
1927, emerging as a hospital ap- 
prentice second class. His tour 
of duty in the Navy has been 
quite varied, including two as- 
signments to the hospital ship 
U.S.S. Relief, the Naval Training 
Station in San Diego, the U.S.N. 
Powder Factory in Maryland, 
duty aboard the repair ship U.S.S. 
Medusa, the U.S.N. Receiving Sta- 
tion and U.S.N. Training Station 
in Norfolk, Virginia, the U.S.S. 
Argonne and the U.S.S. Dorsey. 

Lt. Price first came to Oak 
Knoll in April, 1942, three months 
previous to the commissioning of 
the hospital. At that time he 
was Chief Master-at-Arms, and 
was one of the originators of the 
present liberty system. In Oc- 
tober, 1942 he received his war- 
rant and became the Staff Per- 
sonnel Officer, serving in that 
capacity until the end of Novem- 
ber when he was transferred to 
the First Corps Medical Battal- 
ion, First Marine Amphibious 
Corps. 

In March 3, 1944, Lt. Price re- 


(You can read between the lines, 
but don’t' blame us for what you 
read.) 

B. Pennington said to J. Pinker- 
ton, "Ah loves yo honey, but yo 
^ i / / feets too big.” 

Pinkerton re- 
plied, “Look 
who’s talkin!” 
The name 
“s mall stores” 
_is very inap- 
propriate in his 
case. His ro- 
mance with 
Pennington seems to have gone to 
his feet, not his head. 

Robbv Sylvester is getting in 
trim to masquerade as a witch on a 
broom for Hallowe’en. She was 
seen ricfing around the quarters on 
asquigee one day last week. That’s 
one way of solving the Oakland 
transportation problem ! 

Scientists have been tearing their 
hair out to find the fourth dimen- 
sion. We have a suicide red head 
* (dyed by her own hands) on the 
compound who should be the an- 
swer to their problem. The popu- 
lar question now is, “what kind of 
hair rinse does she HUGHES?” 

Jimmy Barbero* the man with 
the beaytiful forearms ,* had quite 
a time teaching Waves the art of 
emulation at a recent banquet. Be 
careful girls, he was a physical in- 
1 structor in civilian life. 

f Why was “Therber” Pardue 
•chasing the Wave around the 
'’oods at the N.P. picnic? He’s 
usually meek as a lamb, but his 
Taizan instincts reared their ugly 
head that day. LOVE making was 
the order of the day. 

The fathers in Texas have a 
strange way of teaching their sons 
the facts of life. Just ask Gilmore, 
the man who literally runs OaJc 
|P§&olL (At least we heard him 
toasting about it on the bus one 
night. ) Thus we learn why Texans 
tee so rugged. 

The meanest Wave on the com- 
pound. Pat McMillan: She held 
j^ld day on the turtles belonging 
> to “ Bu £s” Bach and Betty Schaef- 
er. They’re thinking of getting a 
s unk for another pet. Now we 

oa why Jim Whalen has been 
Voiding them lately. 

Gladys Ship ma n ’ s memory is 
• Poor. She accidentally walked 
the treatment room while one 

the boys had been undergoing 


Top row (left to right): Mrs. Blair. Mrs. Burns and Lt. Price. Middle row: 
Mrs. Stockholm and Mrs. Basch. First row: Mrs. Jensen and Ch. PhM. Vowles. The 
ship's service fountain under the managership of Mrs. Nicholson. 



Dear Editor: 

We met in a shore patrol wagon, 
and it was love at first sight. Our 
courtship was very romantic, but 
short. It lasted from Seminary 
and Foothill to the shore patrol 
headquarters. When we reached 
our destination, and as we were 
climbing out of the wagon, he pro- 
posed. We became engaged, but 
didn’t have time to buy a ring. 

I haven’t seen him since that 
night, however, I know he is at 
your hospital. I can’t recall his 
name or rate, but I do know he 
wears a blue suit and white hat. 
He must be important because he 
told me the captain assisted him in 
running the ship he had been on. 
I heard other fellows referring to 
him as “mate.” Do you think you 
could locate him for me? 

Yours trooly, 

Goitie 

(Yes, we have a man closely re- 
sembling your description. His 
name is John Genola, why don’t 
you look him up some day?) 

jj: jjc % 

Dear Editor: 

When I went down to the draft 
board they gave me my choice of 
the Navy, Army or Marines. I 
chose the Army and they put me 
in the Navy. I also wanted duty 
on the east coast, and where am I? 
On the west coast! I used to be a 
chef in one of the better hotels in 
New York and wanted to come in 
as a ship’s cook. Now what am I 
doing? I’m a galley corpsman! 

I hear I’m shipping out next week 
on a Marine draft. 

Could you possibly help me? 

(Yes, we’ll send you a convert- 
ible foxhole free of charge.) 


Officer: (just bawled out) “Not 
a man in this division will be given 
liberty this afternoon.” 

Voice: “Give me Liberty or give 
me Death.” 

Officer: “Who said that?” 

Voice: “Patrick Henry.” 


turned to Oak Knoll as the Pa- 
tient Personnel Officer, having 
received his Ensign’s commission 
while \vith the Marines. Pro- 
moted to Lt. (j.g.) on August the 
5th, Lt. Price took over the man- 
agement of Ship’s Service two 
days later. 


Lt.: “As I understand the case, 
you and this other sailor had a 
drunken altercation and you were 
kicked in the ensuing rumpus.” 

Colored G.I.: “No suh, Lootenant, 
ah was kicked in the stummick.” 
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AWARDS PRESENTED 



Top: Lt. Raines presents “Corky” Bras* with district trophy while Capt. and Mrs. 
Bearing: smile approvingly. Bottom (left to right) : Reinkc* Lather, Jemison. Wurman. 


Former Welterweight 
Contender for Title, 
Convalesces Here 

Sid Brunner, better known as 
Billy Barnes in fight circles, for- 
feited his fistic ambitions to fight 
for the champion of them all, Uncle 
Sam. 

He started his boxing career as 
an amateur in 1935. After im- 
pressive showings in the Golden 
Gloves and Olympics, he was in- 
duced by George Raft, of film fame, 
to box professionally under his 
guidance. With George Blake as 
his manager, he was soon register- 
ing triumphs against leading wel- 
terweights from coast to coast. 
Freddie Steele, “Babe” Risko and 
Ceferino Garcia, three former 
champions, were listed among his 
victories. He also held Fritzie Zivic 
and Freddie “Red” Cochrane to a 


draw. 

He came into the Navy on Au- 
gust 31, 1942. After completing 
training at San Diego, he boarded 
the “Hunter Liggett” and saw ac- 
tion at the latter part of the Guad- 
alcanal campaign. After the com- 
pletion of that campaign, he was 
Iransferred to an LST. and went 
through the invasions of Rendov ’ 
New Georgia, Vella La Vel , 


Alumnus Overlin Is 
Comeback Success 

Ken Overlin, weighing in at 170, 
although outweighed by 12 pounds, 
boxed his way to a ten round de- 
cision over Paul Hartnek at the 
Civic Auditorium on September 
20th. 

Hartnek showed some of the ag- 
gressiveness that brought him to 
the top of the heavyweight division 
a few years ago, but Ken countered 
his opponents size with his clever- 
ness. Judging from his footwork, 
few realized that it was his third 
bout after a two year lay off. 

Eluejackets were very conspicu- 
ous in the audience. Welfare and 
Recreation provided the tickets, 
and A.W.V.S. ladies transported a 
large group from this hospital to 
see their former shipmate in ac- 
tion. Overlin had been a patient at 
Oak Knoll before being medically 
discharged from the Navy. 


Treasury, Bougainville and Green 
Islands. 

Ironically enough, he escaped in- 
jury in all the action he had seen, 
but became incapacitated from an 
accidental knee injury, and is now 
convalescing at this hospital. 


Athletic Banquet Is 
A Big Success 


BOWLING NEWS 


Members of the Station softball 
teams, both WAVES and Corps- 
men, along with the contenders of 
the Tennis tournament were guests 
of the Recreation Department at 
the compound’s first athletic ban- 
quet, held at the Hotel Claremont. 

Presiding over the festivities and 
acting as M.C. was our recreational 
officer, Lt. Carey. The speaker’s 
table also received greater luster 
by the inspiring presence of both 
Capt. Dearing and Capt. Carroll, 
along with Mrs. Dearing and Mrs. 
Carroll. Guests of honor were: 
Lt. Comdr. Orion, district recrea- 
tional officer, and his wife, and Lt. 
Mary Raines, district recreational 
officer for the WAVES. Other 
guests included Mrs. Perry, Mrs. 
Carey and a guest of Capt. and Mrs. 
Carroll, Mrs. Gobell. 

Lt. Comdr. Orion presented each 
member of the Oaks’ softball team 
with individual awards for win- 
ing the Blue League of the Dis- 
trict League, and finishing second 
in the finals. Lt. Raines presented 
“Corky” Bragg with the District 
Trophy for winning the WAVES 
softball championship of the Dis- 
trict. 

Capt. Dearing presented the 
winners of the Tennis Tournament 
their trophies. As he presented 
King Jameson and Dale Wurman 
their awards he expressed satis- 
faction over the fact that some- 
thing besides baseball was being 
honored. Both tennis champs come 
from Physio. 

When called upon, Capt. Dear- 
ing thrilled the guests with his 


Led by Warren Pinard’s sensa, 
tional bowling, Surgery rolled 1| 
way into first place in the Nation', 
League bowling standings, suj>. 
planting X-Ray. Pinarcl stole 
dividual honors again by copptrj. 
the single and triple game hi# 
scores by the count of 240 and 62? 
respectively. 

In the American League, t; 
biggest surprise, to everyone bo 
themselves, is the first place posu 
tion of the WAVES. Although t® 
have failed to bowl as many game; 
as Medical Store Room, they hoi 
a .99 percentage lead. 

To date Surgery has rolled 
most wins — 15 — while laborat^ 
possesses the doubtful honor! 
losing the most — 15. 

American League 





Team — 

WAV.ES 

Med. Store JRoom 
Disbursing 
Dental Tech. 


W. 

9 

14 

13 

12 


Recreation Tech. 8 

Pharmacy 7 

National League 

Surgery ... 15 

X-Ray 12 

Welfare and Rec. 10 

Commissary 8 

Post Office 6 

Laboratory 6 


customary ease. The Capt.^B 
pressed his satisfaction overjtl* 
merits of the various athletic 
and spoke of a trophy case to £ 
built and kept in the Recreatioij 
office, later to be installed irT 
Station Gymnasium, when 
ter is erected. It brought a per- 
fect conclusion to a most wonder- 
ful evening. 

— 
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ENATOR WALSH AT OAK KNOLL 



. 


L Senator Walsh is greeted by Captain Dearing and Captain Carroll, 2. Other Officers 
4. The Senator looks' the situation over. 5. Informal chats with home state boys. 


meet the Senator. II. Tour of inspection. 
(>. Miss Sherill takes dictation. 


i 




Marine Officer Writes 
On "2nd Childhood" 

* “Second Childhood” is the title 
of a book being written by 2nd Lt. 
Albert W. Vinson, USMC, now a 
patient at Oak Knoll. “But if it 
merits publication, I’ll probably be 
flpurtmartialed.” 

The book deals with, his adven- 
tures in nine different hospitals, 
after he had been hit by four ma- 
chine gun slugs at New Britain, 
^arch 8. Arteries in both arhns 
were severed, in addition to body 
and leg wounds. 

The title of the book gets its 
significance from the fact that he 
has temporarily lost the use of 
unth hands and must be fed and 
fended in much the same manner 
a baby. While the work is 
*^Sely humorous, Lt. Vinson ad- 
that some of its observations 
be pointed and caustic. 

A former newspaperman, Lt. 

uison was an employee of Doug- 
hs Aircraft at the time of his entry 
mto tJl e Marine Corps. 


War Bond Contest News 

Come on, fellows! Let’s see how 
good you are in sketching a pen 
or pencil cartoon, 3 by 4 inches in 
size. The more, the merrier, so 
let’s get hot. 

Don’t forget that we are going 
to award a $25 War Bond for the 
cartoon considered the best and 
most original. Write your name, 
rate, ward or place of duty on the 
reverse side of your cartoon and 
send on bring it to the Security 
Office located in the Old Adminis- 
tration Building. 

Patients or staff members only 
are eligible to compete. Closing 
deadline: Midnight 17 Oct., 1944. 

P.S.: Of course you all know 
that we sell War Bonds for cash 
or will gladly make out your War 
Bond allotment. 


Bureau Orders with the name of 
V. W. Cassidy, PhM 1 c, inscribed on 
them have deprived The Oak Leaf of 
one of its most popular staff mem- 
bers. We join his many friends in 
bidding him a regretful farewell and 
bon voyage. Keep making those dead- 
lines, Vince! 


A Word to the Wise 
Is Sufficient 

The showing made by those 
who took the examination for 
PhM 3/c is proof enough that 
you cannot expect an advance- 
ment in rating unless you study 
for it. Only one-half of the 
participants who took the exam 
passed, the others showing defi- 
nite proof that they knew very 
little of the questions that were 
asked. 

The answers can be found in 
the CORPS BOOK. I would 
suggest you get better acquaint- 
ed with it as it might make a 
difference. 

As the complement increases 
examinations will be given for 
all rates. An examination Tor 
PhM 3/c will be given this 
month. 

H. E. VAN HOOREBECK, 
Pharmacist, (HC)-V(G) USNR, 

Staff Personnel Officer. 


Naval Affairs Head 
Inspects Oak Knoll 
On West Coast Tour 

Accompanied by Commodore 
Robert W. Cary, Mr. David I. 
Walsh, Democratic Senator from 
Massachusetts and Chairman of the 
Senate Naval Affairs Committee, 
visited Oak Knoll Sunday, October 
8. He was welcomed by Capt. 
Dearing and Capt. Carroll and 
taken on an extensive tour of the 
compound. 

Visits With Home State Boys 

The Senator displayed great in- 
terest in all the departments of the 
hospital and expressed gratifica- 
tion at the varied and valuable 
work done here. He chatted with 
many of the patients in the wards 
and met quite a few from his home 
state. 

Particularly noteworthy to Sen. 
Walsh was the youthful optimism 
of all the patients. “I am impressed 
by the general cheerful atmosphere 
prevailing here,” he stated. 

Presents Purple Heart 

In ward 74B the Senator pre- 
sented the Purple Heart to Eugene 
J. Sullivan, HAlc, awarded for 



Sullivan receives Turple Heart 

wounds received on Saipan. Sulli- 
van is one of Sen. Walsh’s constit- 
uents, coming from Haverhill, 
Mass. 

Sen. Walsh is at present making 
a tour of naval establishments on 
the west coast. 




Paffe Two 


THE 0 A K L E A F 


Saturday, 14 October, 


THE OAK LEAF 


TT A bi-weekly publication of the 

U. S. NAVAL HOSPITAL, OAKLAND 14, CALIFORNIA 
Captain A. H. Dearing (MC), USN, Commanding Officer 
Captain H. H. Carroll (MC), USN, Executive Officer 


— — 


t t 


Chaplain’ s Corner 


1 1 


EDITORIAL STAFF 

Chaplain S P Robinson. Lt. (Jg), USNR. Editor 
R. C. Culbertson, Managing Editor 
_ _ T. Fenstad, Associate Editor 

J. A. Penbertht, Art Editor * R. E. Duncan, Ens., USNR. Photographer 

STAFF CORRESPONDENTS 
R. R. Beauchemin • K. Mats 


Vol. 3 


SATURDAY. 14 OCTOBER. 1H44 


No. 12 


Bad dies and God 


In the far corners of the world, in the foxholes of the Pacific 
theatre and in the hiding places behind European ruins men are 
coming to know each other. There is no time or condition other than 
total war which can bring so many people into such close association! 
Men are going with each other into the most trying circumstances 
that there are and the great majority are coming out of those expert 
ences with deep friendships and personal loyalties' that will la.,, 
through life. You have come to know this or that individual in the 

• 1 1 P I ’ ^ 1 1 V. i n 1 nM/1 in thn /-V f 1TAI 1 nr> nn J ...1 . U 


Truth is, at times, a veiy bitter bill to swallow. One of truths 
sel 1 evident in t lie Navy or other organizations of any size is: 
there are men among us that covet the possessions we have worked 
for. The Navy has tried to protect us in every way possible: by 
making the sentence just as stiff as possible on the ones caught. 
By appointing dependable men as Master at Arms, and by offer- 
ing you opportunities to keep your valuables in a safe place. 

There is an old adage that there is honor among thieves, if that 
be true, one must have a distorted perspective to see it. These 
men have no favorites, first come, first served. If you step into 
the head for a shower and fail to take the necessary precautions 
with your gear, you may have the honor of having it appropriated. 

Should you, a weak character, need a clean hat for liberty, 
don’t bother washing one, undoubtedly some industrious ship- 
mate of yours has washed clothes' the previous evening and hung 
it to dry, so just go out and pick one, be sure it’s the right size, 
then just take it, but please leave the clothes stop, that is only 
honorable. 

Then, if this character should happen to work on a ward and 
is just a little short of cash for a week-end, he would probably 
tidy up the ward, rearrange your clothing, or try to make you 
more comfortable by fixing the pillow under your head but at the 
same time be looting the money in the billfold placed there. 

If you, as a patient or staff, should be in a position to see these 
people at work, it is your duty to see that they are apprehended 
and put where they belong. These people are not worthy to be 
called shipmates or even to be known as a part of the Navy. 

Since it is true that these people have succeeded in becoming 
a part of our organization, please try to use the facilities provided 
for your protection and keep temptation from the sight of those 
too weak not to yield. 


midst of his personal trial and in the midst of yours, and what 




more important, he has come to know you in those same situations 

Some months ago, while in conversation with a friend about an- 
other mutual associate, we happened to talk awhile about how u B 
that we get to know another and understand his character. It oc- 
curred to me then that often we are inclined to attach so great a:, 
importance to getting to know the ofher fellow that we entirely fad 
to let him get to know us. Friendship has to be a two-way affair. | r 
fact it has to be more than that; it must.be a wholehearted endeavor 
and response each for the other. It will never -be very much, or really 
worth being at all, until it ceases to be a fifty-fifty affair and becomes a 
one hundred-one hundred loyalty. Buddies on the battlefield are no' 
only willing to meet each other just half way; they are ready to go all 
the way for the other fellow, without any reservation whatsoever 

Philosophers for ages have sought to find the basis of the world 
Some have selected material, others energy. Far more important 
however, than anything that you and I can touch or see, is the reality 
of person. Above the importance of all other things is the fact that 
you exist and that others exist. 

This is really what is at the foundation of Christianity itself. It, too. 
asks and is only possible upon a foundation of personal loyalty that 
goes all the way. God is a person and is one ^hundred per cent loyal 
not merely fifty per cent. You are a person also; what about you: 
loyalty to Him? Are you willing to go only fifty per cent of the way 
or will you go a hundred? Chaplain Stewart P. Robinson. 



The answer to that perennial cry 
for a good love story seems to be 
Nevil Shute’s new novel. Pastoral, 
the story of a romance between a 
bomber pilot and WAAF. A fit- 
ting successor to The Nutmeg Tree 
is Margery Sharp’s new book, 
Cluny Brown, the parlor maid who 
had tea at the Ritz. Yes, we have 
The History of Rome Hanks, by 
Pennell; Simone, by Feucht- 
wanger; Ride With Me, by Costain; 
Lebanon, by Caroline Miller; and 
Freedom Road, by Fast. 

We also have three new Saint 
books by Charteris: Saint’s Get- 
away, The Saint Goes West, and 
The Saint at Large, as well as two 
Gardner’s, which we had some- 
how overlooked up to this point 
Case of the Smoking Chimney and 
Case of the Crooked Candle. A 
new Mr. and Mrs. North story by 
the Lockridges is Killing the Goose. 
David Dodge’s new murder, Bul- 
lets for the Bridegroom, will proba- 
bly be very popular. 


If you like Don Blanding’s verse, 
you will be interested to know that 
the library has a new book of it: 
The Virgin of Waikiki. In light 
fiction is a new title by Katherine 
Brush, Out of My Mind, which is 
as amusing as her Young Man 
From Manhattan and Red-Headed 
Woman, Men Are Like Streetcars 
and Heart Specialist by the Lori- 
mers are also new arrivals. On 
the screwball side are Anthony’s 
Drunk’s Blue Book, Brook’s Elmer 
Squee, Derrickson’s Laugh It Off, 
Hokinson’s My Best Girls, Ken- 
dall’s Still in the Draft, and Gone 
With the Draft, and Hope’s / Never 
Left Home. 

Library hours are 0800-2100; 
Sundays, 1200-2100; book cart on 
ramp outside Commissary II. 1100- 
1300, Monday through Friday. Book 
cart service in all wards where 
there are bed patients once a week, 
with telephoned requests filled by 
messenger. 


Red Cross at Your Side!!! 

When the liberty boys 
Are making a noise 
And you can’t go along for 
the ride; 

Get out of the lobby 
And work on your hobby, 
Red Cross is at your side. 

If you’re on the ward 
And you think you’re bored 
’Cause there’s nothing you 
haven’t tried; 

Then stop the peeving 
And make with the weaving. 
Red Cross is at your side. 

If you’re in a pickle 
And haven’t a nickel 
And have to get back to the 
bride; 

We’ll lend you the dough 
To get to St. Jo, 

Red Cross is at your side. 


Dear Folks: Let’s hear from you 
more often, even if it’s only five or 
ten dollars. 



Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter. B Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260 

Sunday Mass — 0630. 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass: Satur- 
days, at 1900; on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830, 
Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman. A. T. L. Arm- 
strong. S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Ward Devotionals— 0930, 1000. 1030 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday! — 
0730. 

Bible Study — (Thursday in Chapel! — 
1800. 

Jewish : 

Chaplain H. Cerf Straus. Ext. 260. 
Monday — (Chapel! — 1445. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Monday from 1440 to 1700. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not repre- 
sented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 


When Two Old 
Shipmates Meet 


The following conversation 
overheard at the soda fountar, 
at Ship's Service the other day 
“Say fellow, where have I see: 
you before? Your face is SO 
familiar!” (A caption he probably 
borrowed from one of our better 
known educational posters.) 

“Your face is familiar, toe 
Weren’t you in the first landing a 
Guadalcanal?” 

“No, I was never on Guada! 
canal, but I did make the fit* 
landing at Tulagi.” ft 

“Well, I’ve never been on T> 
lagi. Have you ever been in Syd- 
ney, Australia?” 

“Yeah, I was in Sydney for t» 
weeks last November. ’ 

“It couldn’t have been the 7 '' 
then, I left Sydney last Octobtf 
Where did you go after you Iff 
Australia?’.’ 

“I went to Bougainville an- 
then to the New Hebrides. 

“The only time I ever saw tMf 
places was when I flew over thw 
coming back to the States 
“When did you get back to t 

“Oh, I got back last May 
have been at this hospital flP 
since.” 

“Say, I’ve been here since »»• 
too. What ward are you in° 

“I’m in 49B.” , 

“Are you in the top bunk R 
to the nurSes’ office?” 

“Yeah, how did you know 
“That’s where I’ve seen you j 
fore! I’m in the bottom bunk ) ° 
to the nurses’ office in 49B! 






Collett went on his first liberty 
last Wednesday, and what a lib- 
erty! He wandered back into the 
ward about 1700, asked for tfte 
nearest bar, and when he discov- 
’ ered his mistake, promptly went 
on liberty again. Clancy was a cas- 
ualty. on 41 A recently after 18 
holes of golf, but some of us are 
wondering if it wasn’t the 19th 
hole that really put him down for 
the count. 


5 



' 


v All the boys are wondering what 
Red Foster , the ward’s willing lit- 
tle worker, is out to get. He’s worth 
three corpsmen to the nurse. Fly 
Rod and B Ion die seem to like to 
do things together so-o-o much. 
Their motto seems to be that two 
can do almost anything as easily 
as one. 

Work spends so much time in 
bed that the powers that be very 
kindly keep him on restriction so 
that he can spend the rest of the 
time there. If anyone needs a good 
Bingo caller, see Green. 

$ h :je 


Ward 41B 


Why is 41B different these days? 
, ^ an it be because a certain bed 
patient took off in a wheel chair 
one week-end and wound, up in 
the Palace Hotel in San Francisco? 
(No less.) When our prodigal son 
. returned Monday and was politely 
invited to visit the Provost Mar- 
shal, he unfortunately developed 
severe ‘ pain” and amnesia. Now, 
'what could have caused these 
physical and mental disturbances? 
^ as h! Who said Monday was 
blue’? Dr. Wilson cajme back to 
2 s I,Ion <iay, September 18, and was 
happily received by all. Congrat- 
ulations are in order for Hoskins , 
our new senior corpsman. Smooth 
ruling, boy! 

Speaking of corpsmen, why does 
a certain horn - blower bother to 
d^y? aroun< * a * a *i on his short 

^ell, that’s all for now. ( Doyle 
ants another bedpan, j 


getting worried o\ 

so hT h u y,S insomnia, it’s getti 

thrJ d - he can * even sleep wh 
^ are blowing reveille. 


<S> 



Pro Talent Amuses 
At Oak Leaf Dance 

Featuring entertainment a cut 
above anything seen here at recent 
affairs, the Oak Leaf Dance fur- 
nished a gay evening for its jive- 
hungry patrons on Monday, Sep- 
tember 9. Music was furnished by 
the ever-popular Rhythm Doctors. 

Dick Culbertson, managing editor 
of “The Oak Leaf,” opened the 
show by introducing the emcee, 
Miss Monte Margetts, who took 
over from there on. Marilyce Mc- 
Kean danced divinely, and Les 
Willard followed with gay ditties, 
accompanied by his guitar. Miss 
Pat Evans brought the show to a 
close with some deft torch singing. 

The dance was notable for the 
quality of its guests, Captains Car- 
roll and Snell being in attendance. 
In fact, Capt. Snell and “The Oak 
Leaf’s” editor, Lt. (jg) Robinson, 
were seen cutting some mean rugs 
with Nurse Lt. (jg) Helen Fine. 


Let the Boss Know 

The Bureau of Naval Personnel 
advises all naval personnel who 
are on military leave from civilian 
jobs to communicate periodically 
with their employers, informing 
them of any change of address or 
change in qualifications. 

It is believed that the receipt of 
this information will be a great aid 
to employers in post-war planning. 


BOWLING NEWS 


The debris is still falling at the 
Station Bowling Alley, after the 
record breaking rolling last Tues- 
day evening, October 3, 1944. 
Chief Strouse, Disbursing star, was 
at hot as the St. Louis Browns, 
rolling up scores of 266, 225 and 
196, for a three game all time high 
total of 687. The Disbursing team 
set a new team record by knocking 
over a high score of 937, and for 
the evening walked away with the 
grand total of 2769 pins, enough 
wood for any forest fire. 

Winters received sufficient in- 
spiration from Strouse to bowl a 
neat 242 game score, and a final 
610 count. This championship 
score pushed Welfare and Recre- 
ation past X-Ray, and within 
shouting distance of Surgery, for 
the National League lead. Mean- 
while, Disbursing came charging 
up to within one game of being 
tied with Medical Store Room, for 
the American League lead. 

The Welfare Recreation depart- 
ment has announced the formation 
of the individual Staff Sweep- 
stakes Bowling Tournament to 
take place October 23, 24, 25. To 
be eligible for this tournament you 
must be a staff member who has 
bowled at least 12 league games. 
There shall be handicaps of 2/3 
the difference between the players’ 


Oak Knoll Entranced 
by Sweet Melody, Jive 

Freddy Martin’s Orchestra, one 
of the nation’s top purveyors of 
suave jive, came to the ampithea- 
tre Sunday, October 8th, and real- 
ly thrilled Oak Knoll with a novel 
and melodious program. 

The program led off with a com- 
petent rendition of the well- 
known “Concerto in B Minor,” 
after which the four “Merry Mar- 
tinmen” brought down the house 
with a ditty about a Dolly with a 
hole in her stocking. This was fol- 
lowed by a fine orchestral arrange- 
ment of the haunting “Smoke Gets 
in Your Eyes.” 

Gene Conklin, who looks more 
like a staid banker than a vocalist, 
was romantic to the ear at least 
with “Always,” after which every- 
one got down to the business of 
admonishing the milkman about 
his noisy bottles. 

Giving full scope to a string sec- 
tion that is very reminiscent of 
Russ Morgan’s, the amiable Freddy 
next led his boys in Rose’s ‘‘Holi- 
day for Strings.” By way of con- 
trast, the orchestra then swung 
into a hot version of “In the Coco- 
nut Grove,” an original number 
written to commemorate the two 
and a half years Freddy Martin’s 
orchestra spent in Coconut Grove. 

Artie Wayne crooned “It Had to 
Be You” and “Embraceable You” 
in a manner and voice so Sinatra- 
like that he had the girls shrieking, 
after which the orchestra gave out 
with boogie in something called 
“Boo-gay Impromptu.” 

Gene Conklin returned to whis- 
tle and sing that old standby, 
“Nola,” and our local maestro, El- 
mer Gerken, got the thrill of a 
lifetime leading the band in a 
number. Unfortunately, the Rhy- 
thm Doctors were not present, so a 
similar honor could not be extend- 
ed to Martin. 

A swell time was brought to a 
close with a brilliantly orchestrated 
version of Grieg’s “Peer Gynt 
Suite.” Lt. Carey and his staff 
deserve the thanks of all for bring- 
ing this fine orchestra to our com- 
pound. 


averages and the high man of the 
league. As to the game rules, see 
the bowling manager. There shall 
be an entrance fee of 75c to each 
participant, the money going for 
prizes. 

STANDINGS 


American 

Team — 

Med. Store Room . . . 

Disbursing 

Waves 

Pharmacy 

Dental Tech 

Recreation Tech 

National 

Team — 

Surgery 

Welfare Rec 

X-Ray ...... 

Post Office 

Laboratory 

Commissary 


League 


W. 

L. 

Avg. 


9 

.667 


10 

.629 

12 

9 

.571 


14 

481 


15 

.444 

League 

18 

.333 

w. 

L. 

Avg. 


8 

.667 


13 

.555 


13 

.518 


12 

.500 


14 

.417 


16 

.370 
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1. The New Yorkers juggle their hats off. Carol Dexter takes a bow. with good cause. 3. Ruth and Janie interpret Indian 

Love Call. 4. The Watkins Twins put motion before the house. 



Dear Editor: 

My place of habitation is now 
San Bruno. I left Oak Knoll a 
week or so ago, my gear intact, my 
records in order, and I, the picture 
of sobriety. There is many a slip 
between the cup and the lip, so 
I’ve been told. Upon my arrival at 
San Bruno, the only clothes I pos- 
sessed were the dress blues upon 
my back — no pay accounts, no ser- 
vice record, no health record, no 
orders, and I, slightly under the 
alcofluence of incohol. 

I’m not exactly the liberty 
hound I tried to exemplify while 
I resided at your esteemed em- 
porium . . . fortunately. . . - This 
commando course has played havoc 
with my dress blues to such a de- 
gree that they closely resemble one 
of Schapiarelli’s wildest creations. 

It would be greatly appreciated 
if you would forward me a dozen 
or so crying towels; perhaps I can 
whip up a suitable uniform to re- 
turn to Oak Knoll to visit some of 
my former shipmates. 

V. W. CASSIDY, PhM 1/c, USN. 

My Dear Mr. Cassidy: 

As you are no longer a member 
here at our Oak Knoll Country 
Club, naturally we can not give 
you advice free of charge; and as 


To Whom It Might 

Concern 

(Or, It Could Happen to You) 

Due to the fact that the Chap- 
lains and the Chapel are doing a 
land office business as of late, and 
| some of the people are running 
into some difficulty, we thought it 
|| might save some embarrassing 
j moments if we gave you a few of 
' the pertinent facts concerning the ! 
marital laws of California. 

The man must be 21 years of age 
or have the written consent of his i 
i parents or of a legal guardian. The j 
maid must be 18 years of age or 
have the written consent of her 
parents or guardian. By guardian, 
we mean a court appointed guar- 
dian. If the maid is under 16 she 
must have the consent of her 
parents or guardian plus the rati- 
fication of a superior court judge. 

One of the most important and 
troublesome problems is the health 
examination and certificate. The 
certificate may be obtained for 
both members here on the com- 
pound. if one of the members is of 
the armed forces. Or, it may be 
obtained through any civilian doc- 
tor. The blood test must be made 
within 30 days before the day of 
marriage. 

Both parties must be present 
upon application for the marriage 
license. 

We suggest that both parties 
have a consultation with the Chap- 
lain of their faith before making 
any rash promises. 


you have no pay account you are 
not likely to have the ten smackers 
necessary, before we would lift so 
much as a little finger. So just 
relax, matey; remember — The 
Navy Takes Care of Its Own. . . . 


Gabby Hayes 



Gabby Hayes, veteran of 104 pictures and 
side-kick of Hop-a-Lonjc Cassidy, visited 
wards here on Saturday. October 7. 
cheering up the boys and signing numer- 
ous autographs. This is his first vacation 
in two years and he is spending it visiting 
hospitals. Although sponsored by the CSO 
he is serving without pay. Thanks. Pard! 


Eagles Present 
Variety Show 

A variety of entertainers from 
the Bay Area forfeited showings 
at their respective night clubs to 
appear at our amphitheatre on the 
evening of Sept. 25th. 

Although unrehearsed, the glib 
tongued Roxey Lewis kept the 
show running smoothly. It proved 
to be a well balanced presentation 
of singers and dancers. 

Patients and staff were appreci- 
ative of the efforts of the Eagles 
Lodge No. 7 in sponsoring such a 
fine show. 


‘Hi Fellers' Greets Gls 
With Fast-Paced Show 



Showing to advantage in 
more intimate atmosphere of J 
Auditorium, the USO show w 
Fellers” on the evening of Octobj 
5, fed the GI wolves a snappy <^§ 
of mirth and femininity. The feg 
tivities had been transferred fr2 
the amphitheatre due to 
threatening tveather. 

Carol Dexter, who sang bea 
fully and looked even more 
provided the big fnoment of 
evening. Sweetness and me 
were provided by Ruth and J 
with an accordion, while the Wav 
kins twins displayed the fast tap. 
ping that had made them Night 
Club favorites. 

Fred Roner mystified the whdf 
audience but particularly be> 
wildered his four victims with !ha 
clever, purloining and card trii 
He took, without their knowl 
their wristw’atches. w'allets a 
practically everything else excegfc 
their bridgew r ork to the huge dag 
light of the audience. 

Banjo Wallace and The NeJ 
Yorkers, in acts reminiscent of old 
time vaudeville, were others who 





entertained competently. 


Thanks , Mills 



what a fin* 
campus Milfi 



Everyone knows 
school and lovely 
College has. Most everyone km 
of the fine facilities it posses 
make it one of the most publici^B 
Girls’ Colleges in the country. Buf 
not everyone knows of the fifi 
contributions of these facilij^^ 
made to the service personnels oi 
Oak Knoll and vicinity. This yea§ 
as it has been in the past, the swill 
ming pool, tennis courts, bask# 
ball and other gym games haw 



been made available for the Waves 
and Nurses of our compound. 

Lieutenant Perry, in charge 
Women’s Recreation, has doneE 
Splendid job of improving and in- 
creasing the girls’ athletic interest 
to the extent of almost surpri sing 
numbers. Over 97 signed to swim 
in the wonderful Mills pool. 

The work, time and cheerful at- 
titude has been most welcome froffi 
all who are connected with Mills. It 
means sacrifice on the part of|h* 
students, relinquishing their tuafc 
and recreation, for during the 
they do work. I 

The name and fame of Mills us 
nationwide,, as students from !■ 
states will attest. Recently he 
Chicago Tribune lauded the sch 
in the Photo Review section, s’ 
ing and demonstrating the wonder* 
ful benefits for the student boH 
which are made open to us. ^ 
would be presumptuous for us 
try to add to Mills fame, but 
thing the Oak Leaf can do and 
do, it expresses the gratitude, f 
the Commanding Officer on do 
of the Service men and women <| 
Oak Knoll, for the many things 
has done to make our stay lfl 
so much riTore enjoyable. Toan 
you, Mills College. 
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Scuttlebutt 




Admittedly, there’s never a dull 

nment at the OD’s Office. Night 
night life’s little comedies and 
tragedies hang out there, but the 
* Yrid experiences of one recent 
nieht still cause hardened first 
IL S to shudder. First, J. W., out 
of uniform and out of order but 
definitely not out of breath, is ten- 
derly ushered in. A recent partici- 
Dan t in bucolic revels, he is the 
innocent victim of the flowing bowl 
and his own wolfish proclivities, 
and the air is filled with lurid 
pr 0 se. By way of variety, the air 
ihen becomes filled with white 
feathers when an NP patient strolls 
in w ith a live chicken tucked under 
his arm and loftily demands that 
•Bessie” be taken to Commissary 
and cooked immediately, for he is 
very, very hungry. 

Alice Hunter, over in Physio, is 
being gently eased out of the Navy 
and into the kitchen as a result of 
her marriage to Mr. Mullins. It 
seems that when Alice, a Wave 
pioneer, entered the service hus- 
bands had priority and the rule 
still holds in her case. 

One of the gals in Physio has 
lost two months’ pay on the ponies, 
sad to say, but we are proud to be 
able to state that she hasn’t 
WELCHed in paying off. 

The Waves have had a recent 
addition to their number at Oak 
Knoll. She is pretty Frieda Wildy, 
j [ Spec. S 3/c, who has taken one of 
, t j the MAA positions in the barracks. 
, Better meet your dates outside 
from now on, girls. 

Ens. B. J. Ross, Barracks Duty 
Officer, has been spending the last 
1 two weeks getting well acquainted 
with all the girls. She has been 
having a private interview with 
each Wave and has asked for sug- 
gestions to improve the barracks. 
From all reports she got requests 
for breakfast in bed, radios in each 
cubicle and innerspring mattresses. 
Weil, you can ask for anything. 

hether the improvements about 
the barracks came through' sug- 
gestions to Miss Ross or not is un- 
known, but have you noticed the 
new deck furniture, the plants th’at 
«ffe beautifying the building and 
j highly polished floors in the 
ounges. Looks like the Waves 
ave been banging ears with 

Maintenance. 

Congratulations to all you lucky 

g s who made advances in rate. 

' Baldwin and H. Tyas couldn’t 

e them sewed on fast enough, 

n Ut tben> they’re something to be 
Proud of. . . 

<| , ^ *he Waves know exactly how 
FI K ^ g .. they ar e going to be at Oak 

iahd° i ° W * on S the war will last, 
“ all the important questions. 

Pn U I**’ theyVe asked the Ouija 
p . _ t r ' Tll e line to use the board 

m S ° on g that now there is one 
-;f 1 !n eac h lounge. 

Thd you hear Simone Belanger’s 
hanH° J ° y *T*day when that 
sent h^if st °rekeeper, Les, was 
• em bac 'k to the station? 




Scorned Draft Boards 
Now Ready to Help 

Have you a job waiting for you 
when you return to civilian life? 
If not, are you worried about ob- 
taining a job? You may have 
scorned the local board from which 
you were drafted, but it now stands 
ready to place you in employment 
after the war. A new memoran- 
dum on veterans’ assistance has 
been issued by the National Selec- 
tive Service headquarters appoint- 
ing a re-employment committee- 
man to every local board in the 
country. 

The committeeman will review 
your service career, find out just 
what type of work you are quali- 
fied to do, then he will endeavor 
to place you in the proper type of 
employment. 

If you want a job with the Fed- 
eral Government, you will be sent 
to the nearest U. S. Civil Service 
office or post office for assistance. 
All veterans will have five points 
added to their scores in Govern- 
ment examinations and those with 
service connected disabilities will 
have 10 points added. Twenty-five 
per cent of all Federal jobs will 
be reserved for returning veterans. 

If you want to buy a farm or re- 
habilitate your old business with 
the aid of a Federal loan, you can 
get one through the G. I. Bill of 
Rights. 

If you have been assured of re- 
turning to your old job, you have 
to apply to your ex-employer with- 
in 40 days after your discharge 
from the service. After you have 


Miss Cleaver Appointed 
Lieutenant Commander 

Oak Knoll can now boast of a 
Nurse Lieutenant Commander. The 
arrival of papers on October 9 con- 
firms the appointment of Lt. Ruth 
E. Cleaver (NC), USN, to that 
rank. Miss Cleaver heads the stead- 
ily enlarging Nurse Corps on this 
compound. 

Entering the Navy in 1920, Miss 
Cleaver has seen service in many 
hospitals in the United States, has 
had tours of duty in Guam and 
the Philippines, and served aboard 
the USS Relief. She has been sta- 
tioned at Oak Knoll since June, 
1942. 

“The Oak Leaf” joins the com- 
pound in congratulating Miss 
Cleaver on her well-deserved pro- 
motion. 

made your application, the law 
states that your old employer must 
take you back without the loss of 
seniority and he cannot fire you 
“without cause” within a year. 

The CIO and AFL have agreed 
to give you a month of job security 
for every month you were in the 
service after September 1, 1940. 
This applies to everyone, even if 
you hadn’t been in those unions 
before the war. 

If your old employer fails to keep 
his promises after you have made 
application, you can file suit in the 
U. S. District Court where, if he is 
reasonably satisfied that you have 
a case, the U. S. Attorney will 
handle your case without cost to 
you. 


moiphy . . . . 


by Penbertby 
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"But Miss Lash , you said give him a bed bath” 



Commander Clifford P. McCullough 
(MC) U.S.N.R. 

Returning after almost two years 
overseas, Commander Clifford P. 
McCullough (MC) USNR, is natur- 
ally glad to be back, but says he 
enjoyed his tour of duty. The 
Commander was attached to the 
“Prometheus,” Fleet Repair Ship. 

Samoa, New Caledonia, Tonga, 
and Australia were some of the 
places visited by the “Prometheus” 
while fulfilling its job of keeping 
Uncle Sam’s ships in top fighting 
form. Doing a similar job for 
Uncle Sam’s fighting sailors was 
the function of the Medical Per- 
sonnel of the Prometheus, and 
Commander McCullough says they 
did it superbly. “The enlisted per- 
sonnel really get swell attention 
over there,” he affirms. 

Commander McCullough, who 
was a Chicago physician before en- 
tering the service, is now in charge 
of the Out-patient Department at 
Oak Knoll. He claims it is the best 
job in the hospital because of the 
wide and interesting field of medi- 
cal and surgical problems it pre- 
sents. 

“We get literally everything 
here,” he says, “from babies to 
acute surgery.” 


Leave That Car Home 
When Going Overseas 

A recent letter from the Chief of 
Procurement and Material points 
out that naval personnel who are 
ordered to ports of embarkation 
for further transportation overseas 
are not entitled to gasoline rations 
to return automobiles to their resi- 
dences or to other places of storage. 

Travel by private automobile to 
ports of embarkation should be 
discouraged, unless the individual’s 
place of residence is in the vicinity 
of such port of embarkation or un- 
less he desires to move his resi- 
dence. 
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Top Row, Left to Right: Foley, Casey. Rail. Linnenbreugge, Yost. Davis. 2nd Row: Miller, Borsvold. Wheat, Mattson. Scruggs, 

Rinneen. Baggeln. Bottom Row: Elbe and Klcmcnok. 



1. Davis scores run. 2. Casey catches a high one. X. Wheat digs one out of the dirt. 


Basketball 


This season Oak Knoll will be 
represented in the basketball field 
on three fronts, the Corpsmen, 
Waves, and Nurses will all have 
teams. Since Adam came before 
Eve, we shall start with the male 
aggregation. 

Under the direction of John 
Dobis, practice has been held each 
Tuesday and Thursday evening at 
Castlemont Gym. To date the 
squad consists of 14 men, with 
many openings still available for 
those interested in winning a start- 
ing berth. While a definite sched- 
ule hasn’t been arranged, a sub- 
stantial one is in the offing. If you 
have had experience in high school 
or college basketball, why not join? 


The Waves began their second 
season Thursday, October 5, 1944, 
when the first practice was called 
on Mills College gymnasium floor. 
To date 14 have signed up for the 
sport. Last year our Waves were 
victorious in most of their games. 

The Nurses’ first attempt at 
basketball will also be held at 
Mills College, and the interest 
shown is wonderful, 27 Nurses and 
three Cadet Nurses having signed 
to date. 

Both the Waves and Nurses will 
enter the Winter League Indus- 
trial Athletic League of Oakland, 
and District League. They should 
display a fine athletic form, among 
other things. 

“Would you give ten cents to 
help the Old Ladies’ Home?” 

“What? Are they out again?” 


Miss Wolfe Leaves 

Oak Knoll bids farewell and 
smooth sailing to a popular and 
distinguished member of the 
Nurse Corps, Lt. (jg) Eva 
Wolfe. Miss Wolfe, Assistant 
Chief Nurse here and veteran of 
23 years’ service, has left us to 
take up new duties at Astoria, 
Ore. The Oak Leaf joins the 
hospital in wishing her every 
success at her new post. 


A salesman applied at a recruit- 
ing office to enlist in the Navy. 

“I suppose you want a commis- 
sion,” said the officer. 

“No thanks,” came the reply. 
“I’m such a poor shot, I’d rather 
work on a straight salary.” 


Nurses Smother Al] 
Competition With 
Savage Assaults 


Sparked by the light defer* 
play of Borsvold and Klem«? 
and the lusty slugging 0 f V|2 
and Casey, Oak Knoll’s nJ* 
steamrollered T.I. 12-3 hen ^ 
Tuesday, October £ It Was ^ 
third victory over the Treajfl 
Island girls and their fifth cons«S 
tive triumph in a so far undefe^ 
season. 


Oak Knoll scored four run* * 
the first inning, enough to win a! 
game, scored again in the seegw 
and fifth, and finished off with 
splurge of six runs in the sixth 
Meanwhile Ball’s cool, smoo « 
pitching -held the T.I. girls to & 
hits and three runs. 

A resume of the season show* 
three victories over T.I., 10-8, 15.; 
and 12-3, in addition to snowi™ 
under Shoemaker 25-3 and 01a 
local Waves 11-1. 

' Encouraged by their suc«si 
against mediocre opposition, out 
Angels of Mercy have entered aa 
Oakland Industrial League wtert 
they may find more opposite 
than they bargained for, but wi{ 
or lose, Oak Knoll will back ufflfc 
spunky, pulchritudinous repress-- 
atives. 


Oak Knollers Trim 
San Leandro Boys 
I11 Close Battle, 5-3 

The gallant men of SamLeaidi) 
Hospital came down out of-thii 
fog on Oct. 4, long enough to ta A 
a 5-3 trouncing from their neJ 
traditional rivals of Oak KmA 
The Oaks scored all their runs u| 
the first, while Leandro score*' 
their three in the last inning. 

The Oaks got only seven hits oi 
Renard, but six of them carnet 
the first with one out good for al 
five of their runs. After Sega 
lined to center, Nelson drew a pas 
Lindsey scored Nelson with 
whistling single to left, and got a 
the w&y to third on successiv 



walks to Border and Concannoi 
Then boom boom, Masters, Mas! 
Ferguson, Barbero and McFaria 
all singled and four of the 
stomped over the pay-off dishj| 
their lead and the ball game. 

The boys from the mountah 
seemed quite able to get men; o 
bases, but scoring was anottaf 
thing. In the first they filled 
bases, but nothing came of it. T hef 
filled them again in the third, N 
still no dice. In the sixth Simflft* 
walked, Renard singled, and A* 
derson loaded the bases beat# 
out a perfect bunt. Then McFal 
land settled back to get the n« 
three without yielding a run. j 
the seventh however they seentf 
to get used to the low altitude aj 
finally broke the ice on a v -dkj 
Tucker, and singles by WatM 
Simmons and Renard. With % 
tying runs on bases McFarM 
closed the gate getting the hist^j 
on a fly and a strike out. 
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Chaplain’ s Corner 


Calling All Hands 




Navy Day, which will ho observed on October 27, is sponsored 
by the Navy League, a civilian organization devoted to furthering 
public understanding of the needs of the Navy and of naval policy. 

Two themes are stressed this year in connection with Navy Day. 
One is that “Your Fleet Guarantees Freedom’’ which is based on 
the fact that this. Nation s best protection against future wars lies 
in strong naval power; the other is, that a great task lies ahead in 
defeating Japan after Germany is defeated. The civilian tribute 
to the Navy is in recognition of the vital part played by the Fleet 
in winning final victory. 

October 27 was selected as the date for Navy Day because it 
is the anniversary of the birth of President Theodore Roosevelt, 
so much of whose life was devoted to establishing a sound naval 
policy for the United States. It will be remembered that Presi- 
dent Roosevelt first achieved a national reputation by writing a 
naval history of the War of 1812. Later, as Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy, and finally as President, he bent his tremendous 
energies to impress upon the American people the necessity for 
an adequate Navy, and endeavored through his leadership to real- 
ize this ideal. 

October also is the month in which the American Navy was 
founded in 1775 by the Continental Congress. 

In addition to paying a deserved tribute to the sea heroes of 
the Nation and recalling the splendid part the Navy has played in 
making and keeping us a Nation, the Navy Day observance has 
proved a valuable means of fostering a better understanding of the 
Navy and its work. Such information, in a country where govern- 
ment is by public opinion, is essential to the formation of correct 
judgments affecting naval policy, and in this work of information 
the Navy Day observance has played a considerable part. 

The following Navy Day statement issued by the Secretary of 
the Navy, will provide information on the growth of the Navy: 


Notice 

All Catholics 


Wednesday, November 
1st, Feast of All Saints. 
Holy Day of Obligation. 
Masses, 0645, 0900, 1100. 
1530, 1645. 


America is much concerned about the insidious forces attempt! 
to crush and rob free Americans of those God given rights, free* 
and the pursuit of happiness. Thousands of men are making the 
preme sacrifice that we may live under the symbol of freedom 
American flag — and all that it stands for. 

While our attention is centered on the external forces we are 
neglecting to consider forces far more serious, more vipious, and man 
destructive, namely the INTERNAL FORCES, which like a cancer is 
gnawing the life fibres of a nation. Desecration of marriage vows. 

self expression irrespective of moral 

obligation, moral compromise. These in- 
ternal forces, under the guise of ‘ tree- 
dom” — “self expression" — “liberty.” are 
blasting the foundations of the Amer- 
ican home, the family. Society is com- 
posed of the family — the state — and the 
church. Destroy the family and you de- 
stroy the State. _ Destroy the state and 
you weaken the church. Weaken the 
church and you are building a tom and 
bleeding nation on the foundation of 
paganism. Paganism begets hatred, greed, ignorance, and bigotry 

Nations have been annihilated and have never revived — the church 
however, shall never be destroyed, because she is a Divine Institution. 

Out of a chaos of war, economic and social revolution, men will be 
forced to raise their eyes to seek the “Truth.” Like a sun breakim 
through the stormy clouds and casting its rays on a storm darkens 
world— Christ too, “Truth personified”— Will cast His rays of hope 
and enlightenment on calloused souls if they will turn to the “Truth 
and in sincere humility pray, “Speak, Lord, Thy servant neareth." 

Some men dare say that religion has faile*d. No, religion has not 
failed, but we have failed. Christ was called a failure. He was cruci- 
fied because He spoke the truth. His church is persecuted because 
speaks the truth — perhaps you too are persecuted and ridiculed, be- 
cause you seek, live, and speak the truth. “They have persecuted me 
they will also persecute you.” 

Lest the sacrifice on foreign soil, crimsoned by the blood of our 
heroic men be in vain, let us pray that the TRUTH, namely, Christ 
find a welcome in the home, the state, the church. Then their sacnfifco 
will not have been in vain. We shall then live with the truth, in the 
truth, and by the truth. 

Chaplain George B. Spiegelhalter. 


“September 1, 1944, was the fifth anniversary of the outbreak of war 
in Europe. In order to meet its obligations in the past five years of 
armed neutrality and war the Navy has increased the size of its fleet 
and air arm until the United States has become, for the first time in its 
history, the greatest naval power on earth. During this peiiod the 
Navy increased the number of warships in its fleet over thiee times, 
built a huge new fleet of supporting vessels and landing craft, much 
more than trebled its fire power and multiplied its air force twenty 

tU “Since the beginning of hostilities in Europe, the Navy added almost 
65 000 vessels of all types to the fleet, or a total of over nine million 
displacement tons. Nearly 36 per cent of the total represents com- 
batant ships, 29 per cent auxiliaries, and 22 per cent landing ciaft. 
At the end of this period the Navy has on hand over five times the 
tonnage of all types that was on hand on September 1, 1939. 

“During the same period the Navy accepted a total ol 57,600 planes. 
Monthly production of Navy airplanes five years ago averaged only 
12 ner month as contrasted with recent acceptances of <8 per day. This 
total number of Navy planes on hand today is twenty times as great 
as the planes on hand at the beginning of the European war. The Navy 
aircraft production job is far from complete. In the next twelve 
months the Navy requires and has scheduled for delivery over 30.000 
planes, of which 93 per cent are in the combat class, or more than half 
the number accepted during all of the past five years combined. 

“Production ol ordnance material has been expanded immensely to 
, the demands of arming the ships and planes of the Navy. The 
meet the de ™ aJ \ , torpe does is now approximately forty times 

Se n av^age°?ate in 1939. Depth charges are now produced at a monthly 
the aveia^e rdie 1 nveraae monthly production rate five years 

rate sixty times that ol average mon yy almost 


limes 1 . Bureau of Ordnance now expends almost 

ago. In an aveiag , in entire first vear of the 


ago. in an a y^ lclfc > unt expended in the entire first year of the 

Ibrec t'mes the a ^ have becn developed to meet modern battle 

conduions so thal our ships could repel enemy air attaek. Over 


Here Are Rules for Sea Duty Ratings 


Sea duty for purposes of ad- 
vancement in rating consists of: 

1. Duty in vessels prescribed by 
the Commander in Chief of U. S. 
Fleet. 


2. Duty beyond the continental 
limits of the U. S. 

3. Duty with the Fleet Marine 
Force. 


4. Duty as members of Armed 
Guard crews or communication 
liaison personnel aboard merchant 
vessels. 

5. Duty in seagoing vessels as- 


signed to naval districts and duty 
in shore-based activities withfo 
the continental limits shall not be 
counted as sea duty, except that i 
cases where district vessels,! 
men attached to shore-based fjl 
activities are engaged in operate 
at sea more than 50 per cent of the 
days in a given period, the M 
tire period may be credited || 
wards fulfillment of sea-dub Ti 
quirements. 

6. Sea pay is not a govern^ 
factor in determining sea duty? & 
advancement in rating. 


125,000 1.1", 20mm. and 40mm. antiaircraft guns have been P rod ^ 
Production of ammunition for these guns has totaled over one 
rounds. 

“For every person serving in the Navy, Marine Corps and 
Guard in September, 1939. there are over twenty-four today. ' 
figure will be increased when authorized strength is reached the mi 
of next year. Combined strength has grown from 152,086 officers 
enlisted personnel on September 1, 1939, to 3,717,000 today. 

“Congress has authorized the Navy during the past five vea wl 
spend over $118 billion. Not all of this sum has been committee 
expended. 1 

“The expenditures remaining emphasize the point that t.ne ’jWj 
program is only a little more than half finished. A substantia 
still lies ahead. Planned operations are dependent upon the 
with which we obtain assault troop and carg^ ships. These ship 
the Navy’s most urgent need, and rank in importance with a 
the other most vital military programs. Also needed are vast Qh a . 
of bombardment ammunition, 40mm. antiaircraft guns, and num 
special devices to make certain the final defeat of our enemies 

/ 



1. Quite a problem!! 2. Blood being drawn for the Kahns. 3. Dr. Olson prepares a specimen. 4. Chemistry in its unusual form. 5. Urology. 

HOPE GETS TREMENDOUS OVATION 


Laboratory Functions 
Unspectacular But 
Vital to Hospital 

Because its work is unspectac- 
ular and largely routine, few' Oak 
Knollers realize the importance of 
the Laboratory to the hospital. A 
tremendous amount of important 
significant work is turned out 
by this department in an average 
^onth, as witness the statistics for 
f he month of August. 

In the Pathology Department, 
225 surgicals and 12 autopsies were 

„ bandied in this. month. The Ser- 
ology Department ran off the as- 
tounding total of 2,636 Kahns plus 
numerous Kolmers, spinal fluid, 
and other tests. Astonishingly 
•enough, 79 premarital Kahns were 
handled, of which number four 
apparently changed their minds 
and did not call for the certificates. 

' b blood counts num- 

er t*d 2,500 while blood chemistry 
n . ec * Last but not least, the 
acteriology Department fur- 
shed a wide variety of findings 
ln 1.295 tests. 

J n .7 e are no statistics on the 
v/h ! °* v * r ^ e Marines who faint 

. en they contribute a minute 


Mrs. Perry Gets News 
Of Husband's Safety 

One of the happiest people on 
the compound August 16 was Mrs. 
Jane Perry. August 16th will al- 
ways be a red letter date in her 
life. The purpose for all this en- 
joyment was just a small post 
card; the actual writing wasn’t 
much but the person writing those 
few words was 1st Lieut. Clay L. 
Perry of the Army. Lt. Perry was 
reported missing August 2, having 
been shot down over the English 
Channel, and this small post card 
was the first communication since 
that date. 

The Perrys were married short- 
ly after Mrs. Perry’s arrival here 
at Oak Knoll, February 16. 

Mrs. Perry wouldn’t let us read 
the card but she stated, “The only 
things Clay asked for was food and 
just a plain lead pencil.” 

We join the rest of the entire 
compound in congratulations to 
Mrs. Perry and we hope that it 
won’t be too long before the 
Perrys arid the rest of the families 
of America will be united again. 

amount of blood for tests, but it 

happens — quite often, too! 


One of the biggest events in 
entertainment at this base was the 
Bob Hope show on Wednesday, 
October 25. 

Dozens of comeras were on hand 
to record every phase of the show, 
and the picture takers got a real 
treat when Hope, Colonna and 
Frances Langford posed sitting on 
a jeep. 

Each time a WAVE sidled up to 
take a picture Hope would have a 
great time teasing her. He even 
rolled on the stage and made calf 
eyes at one of them. When he de- 
fined a WAVE as an old salt with 
a new shaker the crowd roared. 

Highlights of the program were 
the following: Art Garrett accom- 
panying himself on a guitar as he 
sang “Cherry,” while Hope did a 
wicked tap dance; Skinny Ennis 
putting his last breath into “I’ve 
Got You Under My Skin”; Frances 
Langford and her rendition of 
“You Made Me Love You,” and 
“Night and Day”; “Handlebars” 
Colonna singing “On the Road to 
Mandalay,” and “I Love You,” 
then borrowing a slide trombone 
from one of the band members 
and, after five starts, finishing — 


but finishing — “Time On My 
Hands” (Tommy Dorsey is in no 
immediate danger); Miss Vera 
Vague reading a letter from her 
boy friend, Waldo; and Hope, 
Ennis and Colonna murdering “If 
I Had My Way.” 

The program ended with some 
special lyrics to the tune of 
“Thanks for the Memories.” 

Upon completion of the show 
Bob and the rest of the troupe 
made a tour of a few of the wards. 

Colonna was rather tired and 
had great difficulty in getting past 
each bunk, finally he just gave in 
and took a rest with Frances and 
Vera giving tender care, but tender. 

Upon seeing a past issue of “The 
Oak Leaf,” which featured Bing 
Crosby and his show all Mr. Hope 
could comment was (Quote) “This 
will set Vaudeville back at least 
eight years.” (Unquote.) 

Bob sold his autographs for one 
cigarette apiece. (He’s still smok- 
ing . . . Bull Durham.) 

In 42B Paul Watts was just com- 
ing out of the anesthesia when in 
walked Mr. Hope. Watts started 
fanning the air; he just couldn’t 
believe his eyes. Upon being inter- 
(Continued on page 4, Col. 4) 
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Sure You Can 
See the Skipper 

. . . But . . . maybe it won’t be nec- 
essary if you try this system first. 

Chief Petty Officer see the chief 
in charge of your detail first if you 
have any problems, perhaps he can 
solve it to your satisfaction, if not 
. . . with his permission then . . . 
you can see the 

Staff Personnel Officer. In 99 

out of 100 cases it won’t be neces- 
sary to go farther for help. But if 
you are still not satisfied, with his 
permission . . . you can see 

The Executive Officer. The 
chances are you will be satisfied 
by now, with the Exec’s permis- 
sion you can now . . . see 

The Captain. Few do . . . NOT 
because the skipper won’t see you 
(he will) but because, if you fol- 
low the foregoing procedure your 
problem will probably have been 
solved long before this! 

P.S. Better not count on ZILCH, 
HA2c, solving your problem. He 
probably doesn’t know any more 
about it than you do! 

H E. VAN HORREBECK, 
Pharmacist, (HC)-V(G) USNR, 
Staff Personnel Officer. 

East Bay Troupers 
Please With Show 

Every month for a year and a 
half the East Bay Council of Civil 
Service Associations has come 
through with crackerjack entei- 
tainment for Oak Knoll. The lat- 
est show, presented in the Audi- 
torium on Monday evening, Oc- 
tober 16, was no exception. 


Captain Dearing Speaks 
At Grey Lady Graduation 

In the Grey Lady graduation 
Wednesday, October 11, 34 Grey 
Ladies received their caps, bring- 
ing the corps to 134 serving at 
Oak Knoll. 

The Grey Ladies are from three 
chapters, Berkeley, Oakland and 
Alameda. 

Captain Dearing spoke and pre- 
sented the diplomas. One and 
two year service stripes were also 
presented. Miss Bernice Ensign, 
head recreation worker, presided 
at the graduation. 

A reception followed the gradu- 
ation exercises. Included among 
the guests were representatives 
from local chapters, Area head- 
quarters and officers of the com- 
pound who had assisted in the 
training course. 

These Grey Ladies have com- 
pleted 24 hours probationary work 
since the completion of their train- 
ing course before they are given 
their caps. 

Some of the services performed 
by the Grey Ladies are shopping, 
reading, sewing, letter writing and 
many other things for the patients. 


The Mistress of Ceremonies was 
beautiful Marcella Wellington who 
also gave out vocally with a better 
than average voice. She deftly 
presented the talent-filled Loupe, 
starred by Francis Dainty, who 
did inconceivable things on his 
bicycle. 

“The Three Jays,” a trio of very 
young and personable ladies, en- 


Kingsford, Wiversoll 
Win in Bond Contest 


Over 20 cartoons, all of an ex- 
ceptionally high calibre, were en- 
tered in the recent War Bond Con- 
test. In fact, so sharp was the 
competition that the judges found 
it difficult to choose between the 
two top cartoons, so $25 War Bonds 
were awarded to each of them. 

The two winners, both HA 2/c 
USNR, are Richard W. Kingsford 
and Edwin W. Wiversoll. Kings- 
ford’s effort was based on a clever 
use of words, while Wiversoll has 
a gob in an awful hurry to do his 
duty by Uncle Sam. Wiversoll’s 
cartoon will appear in the next 
issue of “The Oak Leaf.” 

The Commanding Officer and 
the judges wish to thank all par- 
ticipants for their interest and 
valiant efforts. 



chanted with their close harmony. 
ITesterwood and his “Humanettes” 
awed the boys and girls with his 
adroit puppeteering, while Mastin 
and Davis brought down the 
house with their furious foot- 
work. 


Saturday, 28 October, 194, 


Miss Cleaver Honors 
At Nurses' Reception 


Columbus Day, October 12 u, 
vided an opportunity for : 
celebrations, not the least of 
was a colorful reception given ^ 
the nurses for Lt. Command!! 
Ruth E. Cleaver (NC)USN. -jv 
affair was arranged (to honor 
promotion on October 9 to th» 
rank of Lieut. Commander. 

With the hearty cooperation 0 ! 
the various committees and tb. 
able assistance of Miss Helen Fin* 
from the diet kitchen, Miss Har- 
rod, and many others, the recep. 
tion was. enjoyed by all and wi!] 
long be remembered as a fitting 
tribute. 

Climaxing the afternoon’s at- 
tivities was the presentation by 
Miss Harrod of two dozen Amen- 
can Beauty roses appropriately 
and richly tied with gold ribbop 
symbolizing Miss Cleaver’s well 
merited advancement. 

Miss Cleaver was touched by the 
beauty of *a silver calling card trav 
and silver bon-bon dish which 
was becomingly engraved as a 
gift from her nurses. 
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Recreation Offered 
For All Patients 


For the benefit of your enter- 
tainment, the Recreational office 
has many tickets for various 
amusements, and other offeriiijs. 
Each Wednesday evening the 
Boilermakers Union has 35 fight 
tickets for the boxing matches a; 
the Oakland Auditorium. Not only 
the tickets, but transportation i 
also furnished. Each Saturday the 
Welfare and Recreation Offices cf 
the District send 200 patients an: 
50 staff tickets for the California 
University home games. 250 pro- 
fessional football tickets for the 
Oakland “Hornets” home games 
are donated by Mr. Clyde Matey 
The District also provides 25" 
tickets for the Sunday games a: 
Kezar Stadium. 

Besides sports, they have ticket 
for the NBC Sunday Symphony 
Hour in San Francisco, also tickets 
for the Light & Mellow prograr 
from San Francisco qn Tuesday 
evenings. Then there are various 
parties often given, such as t 
Monday night parties in Ri<*' 
mond, with transportation pm* 
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vided. Keep your eye on 


Recreational Bulletin Board. 

All these, plus others, are of- 
fered for your enjoyment by 1 
Recreational Office. 


JPE GETS OVATION 

(Continued from page. 3) 
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Scuttlebutt 



(You can read between the lines, 
but don’t blame us for what you 
read. ) 


Mickey Castner has finally come 
out of hiding. She was on night 
duty for so long that some of the 
.girls thought she had been trans- 
ferred. How does it seem to work 
* while the sun shines, Mickey? 

.That explosion in the Waves 
Barracks Wednesday morning 
wasn't really an explosion*. . . it 
was just Angela Polj^nec blowing 
off steam because the linen count 
wasn't* right. Don’t worry Angela, 
it will all come out in the wash. 

Grace Mitchell, Wilma Mengali 
andElda Page arrived at dear old 
Oak Knoll from San Diego last 
.Sunday, but they weren’t a bit 
lonely in their new surroundings 
for Sunday evening found them 


entertaining four handsome corps- 
men in the Wave Guest Lounge. 
That's pretty last work, girls. 

Ail the Waves are envying Helen 
Moran; PHM2c, who was trans- 
ferred to Brooklyn, N. Y,, which 
is just nine miles from her home. 

Miss Roblee’s office is being 
swamped these days with girls ap- 
plying lor overseas duty. 

Helen Shows must have been 
trying to do a Jack and Jill last 
Saturday night when she slipped 
on the shower room deck and 
“broke her crown.” 

It seems the water in the swim- 
ming pool was a little hard the 
other day, Doris Ott dived into it 
and came up with a broken wrist. 

The Waves have definitely taken 
to smoking pipes. Tillie Wheeler 
was filling the barracks with the 
aroma of hers the other night and 
Juanita Trefz was seen buying her 
week’s supply of tobacco in Ships 
Service the other day. 

The Waves are going high hat 
on everyone now. They actually 
have two housekeepers to help 
keep their quarters spick and span. 

A weird noise nearly scared one 
of the MAA's in the Wave quarters 
out of her wits the other night 
until it was discovered that it was 
only Pat McMillan talking in her 
sleep. Those must be some dreams 
you were having, Pat. 

Sylvia Kupsis was trying a little 
chemistry the other day and now 
she knows what peroxide does to 
one's hair. We all admit however 
that she does make a beautiful 
blonde. 



“Something new has been added” 
. . , . this time it’s not Apple Honey! 
As you know, every compound is 
composed of so many elements. So, 
too, we feel as if our compound, 
-Oak Knoll, is a combination of 
many constituents . . . one of these 
fctong the Navy Nurse Corps which 
b |s a high activity ratio. 
iJThe Nurses’ Quarters are, as 
efer, a hive of activity . . . this 
pint now having permeated the 
rievly constructed and beautifully 
fernished “Crow’s-Nest” atop yon 
til They christened their “look- 
0U1 w ith this cognomen because 
« incomparable to the “Crow's- 
^ i aboard ship. They have one 
^the most beautiful and inspiring 
of the compound! 
Congratulations to . . . Lieuten- 
f®* (is) Margrete Soelberg who 
% U) b e married to Richard L. 
* foyers of Los Afigeles. Lieut. Soel- 
has had quite a colorful Navy 
^areer, which covers a period of 
oi twenty-seven months, 
v* . She volunteered in Long Beach, 
J* 1 M August 4, 1942, her first 

Fa* JO r lr eing in llle - dispensary at 
tg Beach. She had duty over- 

7 as . In the New Hebrides, New 
JJ^and, and New Caledonia, 
n! ereshe was engaged in General 
S * the EEN T clinic. She 
194 , rned to the States in June, 
i w ’ an< * a fter a much deserved 
'e, reported to Oak Knoll. Lieut. 

/ jf rg has a brother in the Navy, 


a torpedoman, now engaged in 
overseas duty. 

Best wishes, Lieut. Soelberg! 

Orders, again! This time for 
Ensigns Voorhorst, Tomany, and 
Nystedt who are to report to Clear 
Field, Utah. . . . Ensign Lucille 
Tucker, who has for so long 
helped, encouraged, and worked 
with our Corpsmen and their dress- 
ing carts, will be missed as she 
is to report for duty aboard the 
U.S.S. Solace. 

Welcome to Ens. Gail Liver- 
more, from Camp Perry, Williams- 
burg, Pa. . . . also, Lt. (jg) Laugh- 
man from U.S.N.D., M.A.C.S. — 
Edenton, N. Carolina, who reported 
aboard last week. 

It will be good to see Mrs. 
Premo, our well liked house mother 
again. She’s to return after a 
period of illness. 

Night duty has claimed three of 
our pioneer and most enthusiastic 
soft-ball players . . . How about 
that. Ensigns Acquistapace, Davis 
and Yost? 

Our deepest sympathy is ex- 
pressed to those nurses who have 
recently been notified of the death 
of dear ones who have so nobly 
served in our behalf — Virgil must 
have foreseen their sacrifice — our 
loss — and in tribute said: “While 
the rivers run to the ocean . . . 
and the shadows move in the 
Mountain Valleys . . . And the sky 
feels the stars . . . Always will 
their honor . . . and their name . . . 
and their glory remain!” 

It’s late — so I'll log out for now. 


Overseas Duty Rules 
For Waves Prepared 


Gags, Girls Feature 
Rhythm Rumpus 


ii 


a 


Procedure for selecting the 
Waves who are qualified for duty 
overseas have been established by 
the Bureau of Naval Personnel. 
On the basis of reports received 
from the overseas areas where 
Navy women are eligible to serve, 
quotas will be assigned to the vari- 
ous Naval Districts. 

Only women who volunteer for 
overseas duty will be considered 
for such assignments and it is ex- 
pected that no quotas will be as- 
signed prior to December, 1944. 

Members of the Women’s Re- 
serve must meet the requirements 
listed below: 

1. A good conduct record, a good 
health record, and a good work 
record. 

2. Service on continuous active 
duty for at least six months. 

3. Applicants must have demon- 
strated a sense of responsibility, 
maturity, adaptability and emo- 
tional stability. 

4. Applicants must be free from 
any form of dependency which 
would require their presence in 
the United States. 

Applicants may express a pref- 
erence for the area to which they 
wish to be assigned. However, 
definite assignment to the pre- 
ferred area cannot be guaranteed. 
Overseas assignment will be for a 
minimum period of 18 months. 


BUY WAR BONDS 
TODAY 

For Future Needs 


Lost 

Crocheted baby blanket, blue, 
pink and white inclosed in red 
box, on 13 October at or near 
Ward 73-A or possibly between 
Ward 73-A and the Main Gate. 
$5.00 reward for return. Phone 
VAlencia 7388. 


“Rhythm Rumpus,” the USO 
show which came to our Amphi- 
theatre on Wednesday, October 18, 
faced the handicap of frigid 
weather but generated enough heat 
not only to keep the shivering 
GI’s glued to their seats but also 
to bring a blush to the face of a 
Marine Sergeant. It was fast and 
furious, funny and frolicsome — all 
this and unrefined too. 

Instigator of a large share of the 
merriment and all of the innuendo 
was Marty Barrett, comedian and 
master of ceremonies. He is a vet- 
eran not only of the entertainment 
world but also of the Army. Prior 
to his honorable discharge he di- 
rected and appeared in soldier 
shows. Master of mimicry and 
quippery, Marty was the star of 
the show. 

Well named and well received 
was Linda Lark, attractive bru- 
nette songstress. Among her rep- 
ertoire an old timer, the haunting 
“Melancholy Baby” pleased your 
correspondent especially. 

Anita Anton, lovely and statu- 
esque blonde, was, strangely 
enough, just what her publicity 
blurb claimed — “a zany comedi- 
enne.” Her accented and vocal 
characterizations were very well 
received. Anita, we learn from the 
same publicity release, has a hus- 
band who is a medical officer in 
an infantry outfit in France. 

Lovely to look at was June 
Lloyd, acrobatic and tap dancer. 
Los Panchos Trios which, when 
translated, seems to come out three 
Mexicans in colorful costumes, 
pleased with their South American 
songs. Phil Wayne, a Major Bowes 
graduate, proved to be a better 
than average ventriloquist. 


First WAVE: “What’s a military 
objective, Helen?” 

Second WAVE: “Just walk past 
those Marines on the porch at 
Ship’s Servjce. You'll find out.” 



FINALE 


(See column 4 above.) 
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Saturday, 28 October, 1911 


Army Medics Taken 
By Oak Knoll 3-1 

It was the age old traditional 
rivalry between the Army and 
Navy here, Oct. 18. 1944, with the 
Oak Knoll “Swabbies” trouncing 
the Army Letterman Hospital 
‘•Doggies” 3 to 1. The Oaks came 
from behind to score three runs, 
staging a game-clinching two run 
rally in the fifth. Until then it 
was anyone’s ball game as both 
teams came up with sensational 
fielding plays. 

With the count knotted at one 
all in the fifth the Oaks suddenly 
came to life. After Beauchemin 
failed to beat out a bunt the fire- 
works began as McFarland sent 
a single to left. Segale planted 
one of Evans’ slow pitches into 
deep left for two bases and sent 
McFarland roaring over the plate 
with the tie breaker. On the next 
pitch Gee sent Segale tripping 
home with a single to center. Then 
he hung around first while Lind- 
sey and Border did arcs to the 
outfield. 

Celentano gave the Army boys 
a fine start with a single infield 
on the first pitch, but he got only 
as far as second. They looked even 
better in the third when they took 
a one run lead on Pijut’s single, a 
walk, and McFarland’s error on 
Celentano’s simple roller. They 
tried valiantly to add more to the 
run total in the fourth and would 
have except for a rally killing 
sensational leaping catch by “Long 
John” Gee. Both Pike and Kaput 
singled, then after Johnston fan- 
ned, Barto sent what looked like 
a sure fire double towards right, 
Gee leaped high into space and 
came down with the pill, easily 
doubling Kaput off first. 

The Oaks tied the score in the 
fourth. Border started things off 
with a robust double to center. 
Barbero singled to short center, 
sending Border home, sliding in 
just ahead of Barto’s heave home. 
Ferguson then poked his second 
successive double to center send- 
ing Barbero to third. Mason forced 
Barbero at the plate on a hopper 
to third, and Welch ended the 
inning popping out. Then came 
the fifth, as mentioned above, and 
the ball game 



BOWLING NEWS 


The Medical Store Room i 
crowned “Champs” of the StanT! 
Bowling League, by pulling a 
Louis Cardinal” act" in the won! 
series of the alleys. In the decid 
ing best of three series, the Medil 
cal boys swept the first two ga m ^ 
from a bewildered Surgery q u u 
tet. Pearns and Mason led the 
Medical Store Room with their 
steady pin spilling. Mason roliri 
a neat 202 in the first game to take 
them over the hump, and Peam; 
came up with a 36$ two game hit 

The Station Bowling Alley 
filled with enthusiastic follower', 
who seemed to enjoy the two 
games immensely, everyone tha 
is, except Surgery. In the first 
tussle M.S.R. rolled a 896 scored 
Surgery’s 830, then squeezer 
through the deciding issue 806 r, 
800. 


‘ 


1. L. to R.: Ferguson (C.), Comdr. Hirshland and McFarland (P.). 2. Lindsay <CF.> 

gels a hit. 3. Ferguson gels disappointed. 4. Border <2B.) hits the dirt to tie the score. 


Nurses Continue on 
Undefeated Season 


Marines Rout Foes 
In Rush for Title 


Divine Services 


C Chaplalns G. B. Spiegelhalter. R. Cro- 

S unday Mass— 0630. 0830 and 1100. 

O^fe^sions^-Daify^b^tore Mass ; Sa. ur- 
days at 1900: on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 

P Chtpla n ins c - ^ Chrisman. A.J. L-Artn- 

SundayT Morning WorshiP-O^O 
Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 

D a i e ionals — ( except Sunday >— 

Bib 7 lt°' Study— (Thursday in Chapel>— 
1800. 

’iSSLln H. Cert Straus. Ext. 200. 

™»S"Sr y ,un r n3 kindly send In n.m.s 
t0 The SSStra 

information. 


The Nurses of Oak Knoll won 
their eighth game against no de- 
feat at Thrasher Field on 18 Oct. 
1944, against the Army Ordnance 
team of San Leandro by the tune 
of 11 to 4. They put the game on 
ice in the fifth inning with a five 
run uprising, and after that made 
it a runaway. 

Previous to this victory the 
Nurses won two league games 
against Friden Calculating Co. and 
Montgomery Wards’. Thus they 
are in first place in the Industrial 
IAA Athletic Association. Against 
Friden’s they showed exceptional 
defense along with sensational of- 
fense to score a 12 to 0 whitewash. 
To add to their domination Ball 
fanned eight. 

Montgomery Wards weren’t 
quite as soft a touch as the Nurses 
had thought, as they squeezed out 
a thrilling 6 to 5 victory in a nip 
and tuck, see-saw tussle. Three 
times the Oakland Nurses took the 
lead only to lose it. They waited 
until the final inning before put- 
ting on the finishing touches. A 
home run by Borswold was the 
inspirational factor and highlight 
of the fast and razor-edge game. . 

On the whole, the Nurses have a 
wonderful team, capable of beat- 
ing many good male aggregations. 
Sparkling “stick-wielding” and 
clever base running has made and 
is making the Nurses’ team an of- 
fensive threat. Just to prove that 
this isn’t just a boast the Nurses 
have issued a challenge to the 
Staff Officers of the compound to a 
game, if and when the latter are 
willing. The tussle between the 
male and female officers of the 
compound should be quite a 
struggle. The Nurse ball team may 
be cocky, but one thing certain, 
they are good. 


The Marine Detachment, who at 
the beginning of the year formed 
a ball team for something to do, 
are now the powers of the com- 
pound. The Marines stomped over 
Staff Personnel, Commissary, 
Recreational Aces, and a powerful 
Welfare team, to come within one 
game of winning the compound 
tournament. Only Surgery remains 
in their way of complete domina- 
tion. 


In ihe league competition all the 
teams seemed to be bunched quits 
tightly. The Post Office surprises 
the National League by pulling up 
to a tie with Welfare in the fir& 
round. The only question of tbs 
entire league is where would tfc- 
Waves have finished had the;, 
started from the beginning? 


Final standings: 


American 


W. 

L. 

Avg 

M.S.R 


. . 21 

9 


Disb 


19 

11 


Waves 4 . . . 


16 

* 14 


Dent 


. . 13 

17 

.133 

Pharm 


. 12 

18 


Rec Tech 


9 

21 

380 

National 


W. 

L. 

An 

Surgery 


21 

9 


Wei & Rec 


. . 17 

13 


Post Office 

X-Ray 

Lab 



. . 17 

. 14 

. . 13 

13 

16 

17 

Ml 

JH 

Comm. 


10 

20 

333 


MOIPHY 


by Penberthy 



She said she'd FOLLOW him to the ends of the earth! 
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HAMPTON STORMS OAK KNOLL 


816,953 Miles Made 
By Spotlight Band 

“Maybe now we’ll get the Spot- 
light Band” was the phrase every- 
one on the compound uttered 
when the amphitheatre was built, 
and ironically enough when the 
momentous occasion did arise it 
was held in the Ship’s Service Au- 
ditorium. 

On Wednesday, November 1, 
1944, the spotlight band of Lionel 
» Hampton marched the Coca Cola’s 
J 816,953 spotlight mile, right into 
the hearts of the personnel of Oak 
Knoll. 

' 

Is Top Service Show 

The program operates in two 
* | mats, oiie on the East Coast, the 
other on the West Coast. To date 
’ i 1 they have performed 663 consecu- 
» jf tive week-day evenings over 197 
4 stations and 486 overseas outlets. 
Each evening they have performed 
for men in every branch of the 
! service. Chosen by official pool of 
the War Department in Washing- 
ton as the number one Service 
how, it has an audience of ap- 
proximately nine million radio 
fans, with an average serviceman 
studio audience of 3000. To further 
strengthen its popularity overseas, 
each program is rebroadcasted by 
the OWI twice over six short wave 
beams. 

Coca-Cola Is Sponsor 







The thanks for this program at 
Oak Knoll may be directly attrib- 
uted to Mr. O. R. Wells, of the 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of 
Oakland, to Capt. Dearing, Lt. 
i Carey, and all those who assisted 
f m yaking the program a success. 
Lionel Hampton, of course, is 
nown as the world’s greatest 
v ibra-harp and drum star, for four 
years with Benny Goodman and 
with his own band. At a 
oodman recording session, at- 
r^Pting to Illustrate a “riff” at 

[ le Piano with one finger, Hamp- 
j? n pla yed it as he would a vibra- 
j p> k u t using his index finger 
4, d hammer with which to strike 
e * eys * Ami he did it with the 



Top: O. R. Wells, Lt. Carey, Lionel Hampton, and Jackson Wheeler. Lower left: 
Hampton at the Vibra-harp. Lower right: Lynn Gordon, Wheeler, Charles Bulotti. 



same speed with which he ham- 
mers his “vibes.” 

The result intrigued Benny and 
he suggested that he try it with 
both hands. That was treason as 
far as one-finger pianists are con- 
cerned — two-timing them, as it 
were — but as far as Goodman was 
concerned it was sensational, and 
they put it on the record. The pub- 
lic though it was sensational, too. 

Master of Cei'emonies for the 
Coca-Cola parade of Spotlight 


Bands is Jackson Wheeler. Beir 
an ex-navy man, Jackson has 
way of knowing just what tl 
“swabbies” ordered. Similar cred 

is due to Charles Bulotti, directi 
of the show, and to Lynn Gordo 
supervisor. 

And remember, whoever yc 
are, whatever you do, wherev 
you may be, when you think of ei 
tertainment, think of Coca-Cc 
Spotlight Bands, for it makes ai 
time, the time that entertains. 


Navy's 43 Hospitals 
Bring 'Em Back Alive 

Casualties are the price that 
must be paid for victory, but 
thanks to Navy doctors and corps- 
men, rapid evacuation and well- 
equipped hospital ships and base 
hospitals, the Navy’s unremitting 
campaign to keep mortality rates 
down has paid miraculous divi- 
dends in this war. 

Hospitals Specialize 

The Navy now has 43 hospitals 
with seven more being con- 
structed, in continental United 
States to care for Navy and Ma- 
rine sick and wounded. The hos- 
pitals specialize in various phases 
of medicine and surgery. Those at 
Chelsea, Mass., and Bethesda, Md., 
specialize in neurosurgical cases; 
San Diego, Oakland and Bethesda 
in plastic surgery; Treasure Island 
in tropical diseases; and Mare Is- 
land and Philadelphia in amputa- 
tions. 

96.8% of Wounded Saved 

In addition to these and the fleet 
and base hospitals overseas, five 
hospital ships — the Solace, Refuge, 
Bountiful, Samaritan and Relief — 
are in service and have helped 
maintain the Navy’s record of sav- 
ing 96.8 per cent of its wounded. 
Four additional hospital ships 
have been launched this year. 

Air Evacuation Growing 

Air evacuation is a relatively 
new but fast-growing part of the 
Navy program. It made possible 
the hospitalization in Hawaii 
within 24 hours of Marines and 
sailors wounded on Saipan. More 
than 500,000 patients have been 
transported by air since the war’s 
start. 

Activities of hospital ships are 
indicated in the report of one ship 
operating in the Pacific. During 
1943, she took part in 10 evacua- 
tions of patients, covered almost 
38,000 miles and evacuated more 
than 4,000 patients. In addition she 

spent five months acting as station 
hospital. 
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Remember Pearl Harbor With a Bond 


The third anniversary of the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor will 
be commemorated in a variety of ways by America at war. One 
of these, of particular interest to Naval personnel, will be Navy’s 
third annual Pearl Harbor Day extra cash War Bond sale, from 
1 to 7 December inclusive. 

The scales have beeu tipping steadily against the little yellow 
men who confidently expected, three years ago, to cash in on a 
quick and cheap blitz against an unprepared America. The drama 
has been played chiefly by the thundering salvos of warships, the 
sudden death delivered by our fighting and bombing planes, and 
the relentless northward march of our versatile Marines toward 
Tokyo. 

But behind these more spectacular contributions toward the 
end of the Jap menace have been a number of weighty factors that 
have had a direct bearing upon final results. One of them has 
been the willingness of a free people to buy War Bonds until it 
hurt, to lend the Government, the money with which to build the 
ships and planes that are smashing the enemy’s war machine, and 
to equip the fighting men who are slicing through the Jap defense 
perimeter. 

That is why it is anticipated that the Pearl Harbor Day War 
Bond sale this year will he a tremendous success. Even the pre- 
vious record of $47,843,122 for a cash bond sale, set last Inde- 
pendence Day, should he surpassed by a considerable margin. One 
reason is that this will be peculiarly Navy’s day. The Pearl Harbor 
sneak attack still rankles within the heart of every Navy man and 
the War Bond campaign commemorating that turning point in 
America’s history will provide an excellent opportunity for every 
Navy man or woman, uniformed and civilian, to help avenge that 
attack. 

In the July Fourth bond campaign, the personnel of this station 
purchased $40,750 in bonds. That was an outstanding record, 
of which we are extremely proud. But our sights are raised in 
the impending campaign. We are out to break even the July 
Fourth record and when final results are posted we expect that 
we shall have set a new high mark that will rank the Oak Knoll 
Hospital as outstanding in the Navy bond program. 


• California Is Wonderful — Yeah ! 

California is wonderful — there’s no doubt of it. True, we 
transplanted easterners can’t help but notice the heavy dew which 
characterizes these piping fall days, but the hills around Oak Knoll 
retain that sparkling dull brown and the occasional foliage is, as 
ever, distinguished by a sombre, dusty green. The weather retains 
that nondescript sameness— never too hot nor too cold 

But in spite of these marvels we benighted souls from the eastern 
seaboard can’t help thinking occasionally of the land of our youth 
Of erisn October weather with trees a not of brilliant hues and 
football in the weather God designed for it Of November and 
smell of burning leaves . . . Of December and the first flutly 

blanket of -now . . . kids on sleds . .. aka)..,* . < “J 

..learn of Christmas trees in frosted windows . . . Of .lanuaiy 

and nippy Hud makes ' 

course, a^glorious'spring that is rally a rebirth of nature in all 

its freshness and wonder. 

California is wonderful . . . yeah . . . 



"Who Twisted Your Arm}” 


Do you remember that saying? It is often used when someone 
it necessary to make an excuse for some questionable deed. Here* 
a little idea for your consideration. 

Many years ago a little old fellow sat down to write a letter to soalr 
friends in a small Mediterranean coast town. It was a letter about t£- 
kinds of people; those whose lives were controlled and dominated by 
selfishness, and those whose lives were guided by the Spirit of G«$ 
He lists as the products of a selfish life, such things as “lewdri 


m 

impurity, indecency, hate, strife, jealousy, ill-temper, intrigues, dij. . 


sensions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like.” He also lis*t 

4k/y rh lif^h rr i i i rl o rl Hvr tho Q rv i r i f TZr\A onnU ‘<1 1 


the products of a life guided by the Spirit of God, such as “love, 


peace, forbearance, kindness, benevolence, good faith, meekness, 
restraint.” 

At the conclusion of this last list he says, “Against such things then 
is no law.” If this is true, there has never been a law which keeps * 
man from living a life guided by the Spirit of God. No, there has never 
been a law which kept a man, or a, woman, from being good. 

There is probably no person who has not listened to at least | 
dozen excuses from as many people as to why they did wrong. Us® . 
ally the attempt is made to pass the blarfie to someone else or unfavofr 
able circumstances. In other words, someone “twisted their arm.” Fu 
those who make alibis, remember the laws of our land are desi* 
to deter us from doing wrong. No law was ever intended to discoi 
a man from doing good. Rather the opposite is true. There are ne\ 
too many good people. It would be better to say there are ne\ 
enough good people. And by good — we mean those whose lives pro- 
duce kindness, love, joy, peace, unselfishness and the like. 

CHAPLAIN A. T. L. ARMSTRONG l*' 



— 


The Chaplain’s Department and the compound welcome Chap- 
lain Howard S. Pitts, Lt. (jg) and Chaplain Solomon S. Bernard, ! 
Lt. (jg). 

Chaplain Pitts will be regularly attached here while Chaplaia 
Bernard, the Jewish Chaplain, will be here Tuesdays* only. The 
attention of Jewish Personnel is invited to the fact that Jewish 
services will be held Tuesdays at 1400 in the chapel, and that 
Chaplain Bernard will be available that morning and through 
the early part of that afternoon. 



In case you really don’t know 
how to read, which you often tell 
the Librarian as you are leaving, we 
suggest a practical book by Cage, 
entitled Reading in High Gear . 
Follow this up with Mortimer Ad- 
ler’s How to Read a Book, and we 
guarantee that you won’t have any 
difficulty with Erasmus G Addle- 
pate’s masterpiece, How to Read 
Two Books. Other books which 
might have been written by the 



Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 0630 , 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions— Daily, before Mass; Satur- 
days, at 1900; on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 
Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. T. L. Arm- 
strong, S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals— (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study — (Thursday in Chapel) — 
1800. 

Jewish: 

Chaplain Solomon S. Bernard. Ext. 261 
Tuesday — (Chapel) — 1400. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Tuesday from 0800 to 1500. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not repre- 
sented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains* office for information 




latter author include How to Clean 
Your Teeth , How to Get Up in tW 
Morning , How to Get to the Offi& 
on Time, How to Snore Succe&Sr^ 
fully. If you want to know as mu(# 
about the library as the librarians, 
a very good book to read is iVfafc 
ing Books Work; a Guide to thf 9 
Use of Libraries, by Flexner. 

Have recent revelations in 
newspapers set you to thii 
how dependent we are on a free, 
press? An autobiographical view 
of the press by a veteran newsf 
perman is to be found in Kennf 
Stewart’s News Is What We Mai 
It. Practical suggestions on 
subject of writing and selling aft 
made by Jack Woodford in Tt 1j 
and Error; a Key to the Secret 
Writing and Selling. 

A photobiography, Give Us 
tie Smile , Baby , by Coleman, is p 
biography of a news photographs 
Written in “ball park Englisl 
which we think you’ll find intc 
esting. Louise Pierson’s bod 
Roughly Speaking , is one you 
called for, partly we suspect tw 
cause of the title. Starting out vril 
a gold spoon in her mouth, she 
financial reverses, and became v 
of the first of the self-na a ^ 
women. Her career also included 
husband agid five children, and hi? 
story of her very full life is 
and humorously told. 
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(You can read between the lines 
but don’t blame us for what yov 
read.) 

Eddie Whitwright, better known 
as the chief, let out a few war 
whoops as he wended his way into 
the barracks in the wee hours of 
the morning and ended up in the 
brig, the Chief claims to have sunk 
only a few schooners but his Bo- 
| gan.ds test was the highest ever re- 
corded at Oak Knoll, a beautiful 
3.5. 

It seems a shame that with 
Physio Therapy entertaining over 
a thousand guests a day, Virginia 
Welch still has to go out walking 
with a doggie in Frisco. 

•‘Avast, you swabbettes, let’s get 
hot on the detail,” is the cry heard 
in the Waves Barracks since 
Boats” Frieda Wildy, the salty 
(?) MAA, took over. 

Did you ever wonder how many 
corpsmen are required to get those 
fresh and dainty little diapers 
(1700 a. day — wow!) back on the 
posteriors of those little bundles of 
. joy? Well — Murphy picks ’em up, 

• Thompkins sorts ’em (sterile tech- 
. nique, mate?), Tyler washes ’em, 

AUulk drys ’em, Wave McCormick 

• sorts 'em, and Wave Hughes puts 
-m back on. The boys, it is said, 
sre working on a petition for bed- 
pans in the Nursery. 

Chuck Billing and Marge Salters 
generating their own electric- 
ity these days, while Gfene Green 
“ bie old-fashioned type who car- 
nes a torch — for a cute civilian up 
u) the San Leandro hospital. 

Joe B. (we don’t want to em- 
, barrass the boy) tried to climb the 
P ars of the St. Francis the other 
opening and ended up spending 

p * n | ght as a guest of the Shore 
trol, who didn’t approve. . . . 

i 7 _\ r ? C ^ Myott has been-hospital- 
l: , or two months due to 

.. x - ra y picture. It seems 

J ^ did n’t turn out well so 

‘hcv r , edtly haS t0 Stay sick until 

■ Th g l t r a ^° Und to takin S another, 
oni* K P ‘ picnic turned out to be 
Jr , i an ou ting, at .least for some 
6 / r Neuro ” Psychiatry and 
Per* S , ^ nv ** ed tor their unusual 

JrenL i l6S???) Marty Emerick 
mor a ed one of the newer and 
her SUS ^’ ep tit>le N. P. giants with 
You ” • t *° n °t “Embraceable 

stand- '. QUUe effective « we under- 


i 



Oak Knoll’s Central Supply Is 
Department Store of Compound 


Central Supply, located in the 
Laboratory building, is open 24 
hours a day and during most of 
those hours is a beehive of activ- 
ity. The purpose of this depart- 
ment is to provide sterile equip- 
ment and supplies to wards and 
special departments. 

Under the competent direction 
of Lt. (jg) Virginia Phipps (NC), 
a staff of three nurses and 18 

corpsmen turn out an unending 
stream of supplies, properly auto- 
claved and ready for use. 

In an average month 720 Intra- 
venous Sets, 135 Plasma Sets, 150 
Catheterization Sets, and about 200 
other sets of various descriptions 
will be prepared and handed out. 
Three large autoclaves are in al- 
most constant use sterilizing not 
only these sets but a variety of 
other things including diapers and 
dressings. 

Eighty bolts of gauze a week are 
cut out by his department and sent 
to the Women’s Athletic Club of 
Oakland who render an important 
patriotic service in making over 
120,000 4 by 4’s and 2 by 2’s. The 
Navy Mothers also give valuable 
aid in this work. 

Premature babies and very sick 
patients need oxygen, so 60 cylin- 
ders a week are trundled out of 
this office on their life saving mis- 
sion. Solutions prepared include 
procain, boric acid, sterile water, 
and normal saline. Frozen Plasma 
is stored here and more than 150 
units are used in a month. 

Central Supply also provides 
various items for EENT, Dental 
Clinic, X-ray, and Corps School. 
First Aid Kits for the numerous 
patient-drafts are stocked and kept 
in readiness by this department. 

In short, anything you can’t get 
in Pharmacy you can get in Cen- 
tral Supply, and if you can’t, you 
probably don’t need it. 


Red Cross News 


Red Cross 16mm Movies Schedule 

As a part of the Red Cross rec- 
reation program, there are four 
movies, full-length feaures, shown 
on the wards each evening, 1700 
and 1900, except Sunday. Wai'ds 
whose patients are confined to the 
ward or are mainly bed patients, 
benefit by this service. There are 
around twenty-two different 
wards which have movies at the 
present time. 

The Photography Department 
supplies the projectionists from 
their staff; Red Cross supplies the 
equipment and films. 

During October, around 7000 
patients saw ward movies. 

The Red Cross circuit of 16mm 
movies, of which this hospital is a 
part, handles movies for the wards 
in all Army and Navy hospitals in 
the Pacific Area. 

Interview Discharged Men 

On the second deck of the new 
building with the Office of Civilian 
Rehabilitation, Mrs Pfeiffer, Red 
Cross Hospital Worker, interviews 
men about to be discharged. All 
men surveyed and recommended 
for discharge will make out claims 
in this office. The Red Cross will 
have the responsibility for giving 
assistance in making out claims. 

All men discharged from this 
hospital will have interviews on 
post-discharge plans, and the Red 
Cross services are available to all 
those surveyed for interviews on 
any problems they wish to dis- 
cuss. Mr. Hawks is the Civilian 
Readjustment Officer. The United 
States Employment Service and 
the Veterans Administration will 
each maintain offices in this same 
building. 


J’age Three 


Basketball Team Wins 
Season's Opener 42-34 

Oak Knoll’s basketball team 
started the season on the right foot 
by defeating San Leandro in their 
first game 42 to 34, on Castle- 
mont’s High School Gym floor. 
With the score even at the half, the 
Oak Knoll quintet suddenly came 
to life to make the last quarter a 
complete rout. 

The play was a little rugged, 
and the passing not too sure, but 
Simpson, McKay, and Brown 
showed enough scoring punch to 
merit considerable notice in the 
future. It is hoped that with the 
increased work in practice, and the 
scoring punch of these three, that 
the Oaks will be able to open up 
against Treasure Island in the 
next contest. 

Oak Knoll will be represented 
by two teams in the District Bas- 
ketball leagues, so there are open- 
ings on both teams for anyone in- 
terested in joining. Just submit 
your name to John Dobis at the 
Recreation Alleys. 


Oak Knoll’s Weeks Is 
Weight Lifting Champ 

We have on the compound quite 
an unusual champion, L. W. Weeks, 
Sp(G) 3/c. Weeks was middle- 
weight weight lifting champion of 
the West Coast for three consecu- 
tive years, from 1940 to 1942. 

Weeks started weight lifting in 
1936 to build up his strength, dis- 
covering his aptitude for this un- 
usual sport he decided to make a 
career of it. 

He uses three different lifts in 
his lifting, the press, in which 
there is no body movement except 
in the arms; the snatch, which is 
one complete movement from the 
ground to an arm’s length over- 
head and the clean and jerk, which 
is a movement from the ground 
to chest to overhead. 

Weeks is. 5 feet, 4Vk inches in 
height and weighs 165 pounds, in 
practicing he uses a 245 lb. weight. 
He has lifted 300 lbs. in the clean 
and jerk. He comes from Tor- 
rence, California, and is a two 
year veteran of the Navy. 


MAA: Who the heck put that 
station wagon there? 

HA2c: The skipper did. 

MAA: Just the right position. 

* * * 

“Well, I guess I might as well 
put the motion before the house,” 
said the chorus girl as she danced 
out on the new Amphitheatre 
stage. 

* * * 

“Oh, doctor! I’m scared to 
death. This is my first operation.” 

“I know exactly how you feel. 
You’re my first patient.” 

* * * 

Voice from the bridge: All hands 
lay abaft the after, taffrail to haul 
taut the after grafter arid little 
lambsie divey. 
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Nurse Notes 

% 


Kaleidoscope: “Day In — Day Out” 

Duty . . . letter writing . . . foot- 
ball games on Saturday . . . wait- 
ing . . . visiting . . . sightseeing . . . 
talking . . . remembering . . . plan- 
ning . . . sleeping . . . always an- 
ticipating . . . sports . . . friends . . . 
laughter . . . 

Orders — “It Could Happen 
to You!” 

This time its Lts (jg) Garity, 
Sledyak, Endicott and Ensigns 
Shostak, Woodruff, Sigurdson, 
MacDonald, Munn, and Margison. 
After enjoying a going away party 
given in their honor they left for 
a ride in the big gray wagon. . . . 
Bon Voyage! 

U.S.A. — “You’d Be So Nice to 
Come Home To!” 

Our 12 nurses from England 
must have dedicated that one to 
Mother America after nine months 
of memorable and' meritorious 
duty with a unit of 100 nurses in 
England — many experiences of a 
varied nature followed that de- 
parture. . . . They were met in 
London by their Chief Nurse who 
preceded them. . . . She had stacks 
of their mail there to greet them 
and also appointments for each 
nurse at the Beauty Parlor. . . . Did 
you ever get the soap out of your 
eyes? 

Three weeks were spent in Lon- 
don where the ever-alert Red 
Cross provided sight-seeing trips 
where numerous news pictures 
were taken wherever they went. — 
One appeared in the “R. N.” maga- 
zine — did you see it? . . . They 
were the only Navy Nurses there. 
. . . They were privileged to see 
the changing of the guards at 
Buckingham Palace . . . Westmin- 
ster Abbey . . . and the famous St. 
Thomas Hospital we all read about 
in our Nursing Visitor. . . . They 
had tea in the famous “Painted 
Hall” at the Royal Naval Military 
Academy at Greenwich. 

At the Red Cross Women Offi- 
cers’ Club in England a tea was 
given where the nurses met Ad- 
miral Stark, Chief of Staff of all 
Naval Operations in the European 
Theatre and Rear Admiral George 
Barry Wilson, Naval Attache. . . . 
The girls experienced two of the 
heaviest bombings since the blitz. 

. . . Most of them were not fright- 
ened — just too interested in all 
that was going on. . . . “You can 
tell a ‘buzz bomb’ (robot bomb) by 
its peculiar sound — it’s not like the 
sound of an airplane,” one of the 
girls said. 

The nurses ministered to both 
Army and Navy personnel. . . . 
Surgeons operating on casualties 
both day and night. ... A book is 
to be written by Captain Willaid 
of Miami, Fla. It will contain the 
experiences of the Unit as a whole. 

The nurses arrived in the 
United States safely — richer for 
their experience — and glad to re- 
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OAK KNOLL'S OWN 



Commander George A. Stevens (MC), USNR 


As Assistant Executive Officer, 
Commander Stevens fills a posi- 
tion that is one of the focal points 
in the administrative set-up at Oak 
Knoll. He handles this post so 
capably that one hears nothing but 
praise for his office. 

The Commander is a veteran in 
the Navy, having entered the or- 
ganized reserve as a Lt. (jg) in 
1931. Before entering full time 
service in 1940, he not only prac- 
ticed his profession in Beverly 
Hills but was also Ass’t Professor 
of Surgery at College of Medical 
Evangelists, Consulting Surgeon at 
the Los Angeles General Hospital, 
and Chief of Surgery at St. John’s 
Hospital. 

Commander Stevens is reticent 
on this point, but it is rumored 


turn home. ... We feel privileged 
to have members of this Unit with 
us at Oak Knoll! 

Congratulations to our five new 
Navy Nurses who have completed 
the first week in their Navy ca- 
reers. We’d like you to know En- 
signs M. E. Darling, E. D. Colley, 
T. M. Larkin, M. F. Anderson, and 
E. J. Leonard. 

Miss Clare Kennedy of the Cali- 
fornia Board of Nurse Examiners 
visited the Hospital November 3 
in the interest of the Cadet Nurse 
Corps. She was much interested 
and gratified at the excellent clin- 
ical opportunities offered for study 
and the program that was being 

followed. , . , _ 

Oh, oh, time to go to duty! So 

until next time. . . . 


that during this period some of 
Hollywood’s Greats submitted 
themselves to his scalpel. 

His first service assignment was 
as Assistant Brigade Surgeon at 
the Marine Corps Base in San 
Diego. Next, he was Senior Medi- 
cal Officer of the Southern Califor- 
nia Recruiting and Induction Area 
and also did part-time surgical 
teaching in the medical school. His 
last service before coming to Oak 
Knoll was as Surgeon for the Out- 
Patients Department, Long Beach 
Naval Dispensary. 

Commander Stevens came to 
Oak Knoll May 1, 1944. He 

achieved his present rank of full 
Commander in November of 1942. 

Speaking to the Commander, it 
is quite evident that he believes 
there is no better hospital in the 
Navy than Oak Knoll. This fact, 
we think, is at least partly attrib- 
utable to the high morale engen- 
dered by an efficient administra- 
tion in which he plays an impor- 
tant part. 

The Commander admits he is 
quite content with his present as- 
signment, but also confesses that 
part of that state of mind is due 
to the fact that he can also dabble 
occasionally in surgery — which 
seems to be a doctor’s first and en- 
during love. 

Member of the American Board 
of Surgery and a Fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons, 
Commander Stevens took his med- 
ical education at the College of 
Medical Evangelists and Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, with postgradu- 
ate work in surgery at Mayos. 


Our Customs Amaze 
Oak Knoll Patient 


One of the nicest things 
life at Oak Knoll, is the friend 
attitude of everyone toward everj 
one else. For example, if you ne% 
money there, are always plenty?* 

offers to lend you some. A sligl 
rate of interest is always charga 
The usual rate is around twe: 
per cent over a one month peri 
or, in other words, 240 per cent 
year. But the best of this wilier - 
ness to lend money is the fact ifc 
the lenders do not require you : 
get any signers, or, for that mate 
to sign anything yourself. No, y v 
are trusted implicitly. Of cours 
you do have to leave a little so-ne 
thing for security; but, if at th 
end of thirty days you have f?i® 
fully paid back your six dollars 
the original five, both eyeballs a i 
cheerfully returned. 

Then, too, the social atmospher 
is comforting. There are alvay 
plenty of persons that will gun- 
play a friendly game of cards v4| 
you. It is amazing how quickly Uh 
men in the signal corps get sleep, 
when playing cards, and beginTi 
yawn and stretch their arms o(jp, 
in all directions; while the radi 
men seem to become very nervoi, 
and find themselves drumming h 
the table with their fingers,' pro- 
ducing rhythms strangely akin ’4- 
code. If you didn’t know that ev- 
eryone at Oak Knoll is perfect^ 
honest you might even suspect thtf 
they are cheating — but that woule 
be out of the question. It does seal 
a bit odd, though, that you pl£ 
honest and never win. It must p 
coincidence. 


V-10: “They say my lips a& 


prettiest on the compound. - 






V-6: “Oh I wouldn’t say |h| 
I’d put mine up against them 
time. 1 ’ 

* * * 


Willie: Daddy, does bigs 
mean that a man has one wife tot 
many? 

Chief Bos’n: Not necessariH 
son. A man may have one wife toe 
many and still not be a bigamisti . 

* $ * 

Platonic love is like being in- 


vited into the club for a Coke. 




She: I prayed for you last ni£ 
Gob: Next time telephone. 



The above cartoon by Edwin j 
Wiversol was one of the prize ^ 
ning cartoons submitted in tj 
War Bond contest. 
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Ward 42A 


The cast room musketeers, Big 
Dealer O’Rourke, Big Eater Her- 
ld Glassco and Allen, are sorry to 
^>e Miss Holland leave for Sun 
Valley. Idaho, but are also glad 
I to welcome Miss McGinnis to their 
midst. . . • Everyone gave 10 cents 
(or Jardine’s recent birthday and 
as a res -It he is the owner of a 
gorgeous new toilet kit. . . . The 
poor boy deserves something, for 
it is the consensus of opinion of 
the ward, that the boy is getting 
entirely too many special watches. 
A lot of gold braid is working on 
the problem. How about giving 
the boy a break, you big, bad 

I MAA's?. .• . It is a legend on this 
ward that you only see the corps- 
men during chow, when they can 
all be seen together in the galley. 
. ; Biggest wolf of 42A is “If it’s 
r free I want some” John Solari, 
with John Hunt running a close 
second. . . . The horses Finazzo 
played last Monday finally came 
in on Thursday. . . . 

Ward 42B 

We are honored to have Mr. 
Walker, a graduate dental techni- 
cian. no less, temporarily with us 
helping out in the humble routine 
'• of merg ward corpsmen. . . . 42B 
will put Feucz up against any com- 
petition when it comes to eating. 
He eats only one meal a day, but 
i that one lasts 24 hours. . . . Miss 
Moe, a ward veteran, has departed 
and been replaced by Miss Moore. 

. . The beautiful Miss Lemon and 
and senior corpsman Jim Crain 
still carry on. . . . Speaking of 
Crain, so many bed patients are 
! being received recently that it ap- 
; Pears he may have to .move. . . . 



W. Moon astounds Oak Knoll 
1 1 his “Sermons from Science.” 


Gala Affair Opens New Officers' Club 



Many a moon has come up and 
gone down over the knolls since 
this compound has had such a fine 
time as was had on Saturday eve- 
ning,. 28 October 1944 at the open- 
ing of the new Officer’s Club. The 
clubhouse, the erstwhile hub of 
activity for these now greening 
hills when they were a golf course, 
has been redecorated and finished 
and is now a very pleasant spot. 

The evening’s activities began 
with a before - dinner session 
around the flowing bowl and its 
delicious contents, after which the 
guests enjoyed a fine dinner, com- 
plete with turkey and other deli- 
cacies. Over a hundred couples 
remained to dance to the music of 
the Rhythm Doctors and generally 
contribute to the spirit of the eve- 
ning around the tinkling glasses 


and cooling drinks which were 
served in the basement. 

Your correspondent was not 
able to note the absence of any of 
the prominent figures among the 
staff here. The guests of Captain 
and Mrs. Dearing included Cap- 
tain and Mrs. F. L. McDaniels, 
Commanding Officer at the U. S. 
Naval Hospital, San Leandro, Cali- 
fornia; Mrs F. R. Hook, and Com- 
mander L. R. Gowan of San Le- 
andro. Lt. Comdr. D. J. O’Brien 
(HC)USN, was the guest of Lt. 
Comdr. Montgomery. Commander 
D. M. Clark, formerly attached 
here, was present also. 

Captain Snell, the president of 
the club, is reported to have said 
that he hoped that the Shore Pa- 
trol would not have to be called 
in until it was over. It wasn’t. 


Record Room Provides 
Listening Pleasure 

Are you a music fan? If you are 
you will want to visit your record 
room on the main deck of the 
Ship’s Service building. The rec- 
ord collection there includes many 
favorite works of composers from 
Bach to Gershwin. There are also 
excerpts from musical stage pro- 
ductions, such as “The Chocolate 
Soldier” and even the current 
Broadway hit “Oklahoma.” 

Jazz devotees will welcome the 
numerous Duke Ellington classics, 
especially the album entitled El- 
lingtonia. 

The best feature of the room is 
the radio-phonograph itself. It is 
one of those de luxe models worth 
the price of a small automobile, 
and capable of reproducing the 
music with concert hall clarity. 

The room is open from 0900 to 
1100, and from 1300 to 1500, Mon- 
day through Friday. 


Music Lovers Hear 
Concert Violinist 

Isaac Stern, one of the country’s 
topnotch concert violinists and a 
veteran of two overseas USO units, 
played here in the Auditorium on 
Monday, October 16, at 1230. 

An enthusiastic audience of 
music lovers heard the superb 
technician in a program of favor- 
ites which included Schubert’s 
Serenade and Ave Maria, Brahms’ 
Hungarian Dance No. 5, Rimsky- 
Korsakov’s Flight of the Bumble- 
bee, and Kreisler’s Caprice Vien- 
nois. 

The concert was presented by 
the Armed Forces Entertainment 
Committee. 

Referring to the fringe of empty 
seats in the auditorium, Lt. Carey 
had this to say: “It’s a shame 
when we present something really 
fine like this, that we can’t have a 
packed house,” 



Dear Editor: 

I’m so very unhappy I don’t 
know what to do. I thought you 
might be able to help me in some 
way. 

As you know, I’m a very con- 
scientious person; my medical 
training is uppermost in my mind 
at all times. If in my own small 
way I can help better our service 
I always offer my best. 

A week or so ago my better self 
came to front in quite an unusual 
form. I was resting quite peace- 
fully on a receptacle for cigarette 
butts in the lobby of one of San 
Francisco’s better hotel oases when 
this big, burly bully of a shore 
patrol boldly walked up and 
started giving me a very bad time, 
to say the least. Upon completion 
of his oratorical masterpiece con- 
cerning the behavior of certain 
types of sailors he walked away, 
not giving me an opportunity for 
rebuttal. I decided then and there 
to test his reflexes just to prove to 
myself that he wasn’t quite on the 
beam. I guess he just wasn’t in 
the mood to have his reflexes tested 
because he became very indignant 
and offered to provide me with 
transportation and a room for the 
rest of the night. 

He was so kind, I was forced to 
accept. All I can say is, GET ME 
OUT OF HERE. 

Veddy truly yours, 

Joe Bingham. 

My dear Mr. Bingham: 

Not being able to help you out 
of your predicament we will be 
more than happy to send you a 
crying towel by return carrier 
pigeon, and we hope that you have 
learned not to carry your medical 
practice to.extremes. — The Ed. 


Billiard Meet Winner 
Will Face Champion 

In connection with the appear- 
ance of Andrew Ponzi, champion 
pocket billiard player, at Oak 
Knoll on Tuesday, November 14, a 
Pocket Billiard Tournament is be- 
ing held November 9-13. This 
tournament is open to all hands, 
and the winner will play against 
Mr. Ponzi. Ail entries must sign up 
for this meet at the Pool Room 
before November 9. 

Ponzi, who has held the world’s 
pocket billiard title, will open his 
bag of billiard tricks, and conduct 
lecture - demonstrations on the 
simple fundamentals which make 
loi better billiard play. A wizard 
with the cue, he has run more than 
200 on several different occasions. 






Page Six 


THE OAK LEAF 


Saturday, ]1 November, 104; 


Patient Draft Is Important Duty 
For Oak Knoll’s Staff Personnel 


Pharmacy Delivers the Goods 




Many Corpsmen and Patients Travel 
Over Railroads to Distant Points 


Just as important as any other 
function of this hospital is the job 
of taking patients to other hospi- 
tals in all areas of the nation for 
further treatment or convalescence 
— the patient draft. 

Few realize it, but as many as 20 
drafts in a ten-day period leave 
Oak Knoll, and as many as 125 
corpsmen, adequately officered, 
may at one time be traveling the 
rails to distant points, caring for 
their numerous charges. 

San Diego, Klamath Falls, Ore., 
Pensacola, Fla., Norman, Okla., 
Great Lakes, 111., Bainbridge, Md., 
Chelsea, Mass., Glenwood Springs, 
Colo. — these hospitals and many 
others have often welcomed Oak 
Knoll patients. 

It was on a San Diego patient 
draft that this corpsman made his 
acquaintance with the procedure. 
But let us begin in explaining the 
mysteries of this subject. 

It all started when the Medical 
Corps decided that 366 patients 
were to be transferred to San 
Diego. The date was set for Fri- 
day, October 13th, and the job was 
handed over to the various agen- 
cies in the hospital. Pharmacist 
John Sidleviczs, under the direc- 
tion of Commander Stevens, drew 
up the draft list and to Pharmacist 
Van Hoorebeck and his crew in 
Staff Personnel went the job of 
providing the 29 corpsmen neces- 
sary for the job. As finally drawn 
up, Lt. G. Crenshaw (MC) USNR, 
was in charge of the draft, assist- 
ed by Pharmacist T. J. Coy. Chief 
Hanley was in charge of the corps- 
men. 

On Friday, the corpsmen round- 
ed up their apportioned patients 
and got them squared away. 
Transportation took care of the 67 
stretcher cases, and big busses took 
patients and corpsmen to the wait- 
ing 18-car train. This was the hec- 
tic portion of the trip, with the 
corpsmen bustling around like 
mother hens rounding up theii 
straying chicks, with Chief Hanley 
perusing his lists absorbedly , and 
with Lt. Crenshaw and Pharmacist 
Coy retaining their composure 
only with difficulty. 

Finally everyone is aboard (not 
a patient missing!) and the not 
unpleasant routine of the trip be- 
gins. Dining car chow, reading, 
card games, banter, care of the bed 
patients, and a soft berth for the 

night. . , _ , 

We arrive in San Diego the next 

afternoon and there the ambu- 
lances are lined up, waiting for 
their cargo of humanity. Speedily 
the train is unloaded and we roll 
through San Diego up to the huge 
hospital. Later we are informed 
that 57 minutes after the train 
pulled in the stretcher cases are 
snug in their new home— some 


kind of a record — and we are duly 
proud. 

The hospital plays host to us 
magnificently with late chow, lib- 
erty, and inner-spring mattresses 
and we are grateful, but there is 
a natural tendency to look about 
us coolly, swagger a bit, and com- 
pare the joint unfavorably with 
our own Oak Knoll. 

The next day we board the 
streamliner for Los Angeles, 
change to Pullmans there, and get 
home Monday afternoon. 

With us we bear a message from 
Capt. I. W. Jacobs, executive of- 
ficer at the San Diego hospital, for 
Captain Carroll and all Oak Knoll 
to the following effect: “Congratu- 
lations on a very competently con- 
ducted patient draft. Well done. ,, 


ates, alcohol, poisons, sulfa drup 
and new drugs still under invest:- ' , 
gation, consequently controlled by 
Federal law. In order to account 
for open purchase items prescrip- 
tions are also required for these j 
drugs. Although each department 
orders its own open purchase drugs 
through the Medical Storeroom 
these drugs are dispensed from the 
pharmacy. 

All prescriptions must be signed 
by Medical Officers and are count- 
ersigned by the Corpsmen as hav- 
ing received the drugs. It is then 
the Corpsmen’s responsibility to 
see that the drugs are delivered to 
their wards. Since the Pharmacy 
records and stock are audited at 
the end of each month by the Nar- 
cotic Board, it is imperative that 
•these prescriptions comply with 
the regulations of the Harrison 
Narcotic Law. There must be no 
alterations — additions, mark-overs, 
interlineations, etc. — and they 
must be legibly written in ink with 
the name and address of the pa- 
tient, in the case of out-patients, 
or the ward number. 

During the last month 1,297 al- 
cohol prescriptions were filled 497 
narcotics, 1,805 individual prescrip- 
tions for Navy and Marine perc , ! ’ 
nel and their dependents and 2,f 


miscellaneous — making a 


total of 


5,976 prescriptions, an 84 per co- 
increase over September 1943. 1 

addition to prescriptions orders are 

filled from drug books, which con' 
stitutes the largest volume of drup 
dispensed. 

At the same time 245 pounds 
ointments were manufactured, 1 
640 capsules filled, 178 gallon 
stock solutions compounded, 
gallons of elixirs, 1 1 2 gallons 
tinctures, 16 gallons of lotions, *** 

gallon^ of miscellaneous stoc 

mixtures. 


This is what Pharmacy does 


c “To 


Keep as Many Men at at Ma ( 
Guns as Many Days as Possib' 
which is its paramount mission. 


Oaks Take Marines 
In Softball Finale 

The battling Oaks of our own 
Oak Knoll brought their baseball 
season to a successful close by 
roaring over the hapless Marine 
All-Stars 14 to 1 under the lights 
in Oakland. The Oaks practically 
ran the “Stars” out of the ball park, 
as they combined speed with Ma- 
rine fumbling to steal the amaz- 
ing total of 20 bases. Three men 
stole home to make it even worse. 

And now it’s long live King 
Baseball, for he’s dead ’til April. 


Some people have no respect for 
age, unless it’s bottled. 


“Good morning! Pharmacy. . . . 
Yes, sir, we have them in five grain 
tablets in hundreds. You’re wel- 
come, sir!” 

And so it goes, from 0800 until 
1600 with a staff of men and 
women who were either registered 
pharmacists or registered assistants 
in civilian life — in Texas, Wash- 
ington, New Jersey, South Dakota, 
Illinois, Wyoming, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Idaho — even California! M. 
E. R. Smith, Chief Pharmacist’s 
Mate, Fleet Reserve, who has been 
in the Navy for nearly 29 years, 
is in charge of pharmacy. 

As in a regular drug store, files 
are kept of all individual prescrip- 
tions as well as narcotics, barbitur- 


M OIPHY . . . . 


by Venberthy 


disbursing 
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Marines Celebrate 169th Birthday 


| 

Local Champs 

Lose to Ponzi 

On November 14, .Ponzi, famed 
pocket billiard champion, gave 
three exhibitions for Oak Knoll 
personnel. The first was at 1400 
at the bowling alley, the second 
directly after that at the Officers’ 
Club, and the last at 2000 again 
at the bowling alley. 

Ponzi Whips Both 

The winner of the pocket bil- 
liard tournament, held on this 
base prior to the exhibition, was 
Robert. Christian; the" runner-up 
was Ray Sanges. Christian played 
Mr. Ponzi during the night exhibi- 
tion, Sanges played him during the 
day. Their respective scores were: 
Christian 12, Ponzi 100; Ray 
Sanges 26, Ponzi 100. 

Gives Helpful Hints 

Some of Mr. Ponzi’s tricks 
seemed to defy the truism that see- 
ing is believing. However, most of 
c; j his exhibition was devoted to hints 
on how to improve your gart ne. 



Left to right: Peggy Lane, Larry Grey and Mrs. Grey, Bernice Brown. 


■ 

USO’s "Smooth Sailing 
Scores Success Here 

“Smooth Sailing," a USO Camp 
Show, made an equally smooth 
beachhead here on Monday, No- 
vember 13, to the delight of a 
packed audience in the auditorium. 
Sara Macon, ‘a radio veteran de- 
i/rj her youth, was the hit of the 
d- stlow w ith her piquant warbling. 
id Ran an< f Dyer, in an act right out 
°f old-time vaudeville, juggled 
J and chattered to the amazement 
j j and amusement of all. 
oi Rude Swingsters, three ex- 

servicemen with a guitar, a violin, 
0 f an <i a bull fiddle, jived in western 
fA h 6 ^ rou Sh several vociferously 

c *ibeau d tv led encores - Magic and 

Miller anrfv - P f 0vided b y Rud y 
t c p . T ' his shapely assistant. 

[‘■j was m' U ( ne ’ Ve ^ eran nightclubber, 
‘ show ^ ° f cerem onies of the 


Veteran British Bank Commander 
Recounts His D-Day Experiences 


“D-Day in Normandy" was the 
subject of an interesting speech by 
Major John Hanson-Lawson of the 
British Army in the auditorium on 
Friday, November 17. The Major, 
a tank commander, was wounded 
after three weeks of tough fighting 
in Normandy. 

Invasion No Secret 

Stressing the fact that the in- 
vasion itself could not be hidden 
from the Germans, but that the 
time and place of the attack did 
achieve this objective. Major Han- 
son-Lawson went on to describe 
the many dangers and difficulties 
of the amphibious landing. A vet- 
eran of the debacle in France in 
1940 which led to Dunkirk, the 
Major trained with his regiment 
for three and a half years for the 
invasion. 

Weather Was Bad 

He emphasized that in the main 
the weather conditions were ad- 
verse but that, while some of the 
devices and plans for D-Day went 
astray, others functioned well. In 
the first hundred days, despite the 



Major John Ilanson-Lawson 

lack of a suitable port, 17 million 
tons of equipment were landed. 

After the talk a vitally interested 
audience plied Major Hanson- 
Lawson with many questions con- 
cerning his experiences and opin- 
ions. 


Varied Talent 
Features Show 


The 169th anniversary of the 
formation of the Marine Corps was 
celebrated on this base by a vaude- 
ville show in the auditorium on 
Friday, November 10. 

Lt. Carey Leads Singing 

The entertainment got under 
way with a couple of musical num- 
bers by the “Four Mates And A 
Mac.” They finished their part of 
the show with that old standby, 
“Body and Soul.” Lt. John Carey, 
U.S.N.R. led the singing of the 
Marine Hymn. Then followed a 
speech on the Marine Corps of 
past and present, after which Lt. 
Carey introduced Larry Gray, the 
master of ceremonies. He in turn 
introduced Bernice Brown who 
gave us one of those Hawaiian 
dances. Peggy Lane sang classical 
and semi-classical songs. She was 
applauded wildly and had to sing 
some five songs before they would 
let her go. 

“Mayor” Provides Laughs 

The biggest laugh of the program 
was the so-called Mayor of San 
Leandro. He appeared dressed like 
a tramp, and carried his act even 
to the selling of peanuts and pop- 
corn to members of the audience. 

Maxine Turner dazzled the boys 
in the audience with her effortless 
dancing. In her blue dress she 
looked like something out of a 
dream, and we do mean something 
beautiful. 

The master of ceremonies, Larry 
Grey, is a real old timer. His wife 
travels with him, and together they 
really put on a great show. Grey’s 
attempt at being a magician, and 
his horseplay with members of the 
audience won him immediate 
favor. 

The show finished with request 
numbers by Lee Don on the piano, 
“Senetor” Murphy’s very comical 
speech, and another dance by Ber- 
nice Brown. 
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• They Come and They Go 

In the Oak Leaf office we have a list of names on the bulkhead 
headed ()<ik Leaf Men in the Service. The list now contains 
foui names and of course its intent is largely facetious. But it 
does demonstrate that in the comparatively short life of the Oak 

Lea), four editors have left for or returned to a more active war 
zone. 

1 he latest addition to that list is Dick Culbertson, popular 
editor of the last few months. We who have worked with him 
and who will carry on his work will miss him. as will his many 
friends on the compound. 

Bon voyage, Richard. 


Portrait of an Ally 


One hears occasionally disparaging remarks concerning the 
motives and the fighting qualities of our Allies in this war from 
people who should know better. It is not only untrue but tends 
to undermine morale. 

Those Oak Knollers who heard Major John Hanson-Lawson of 
the British Army speak the other day had any such view cor- 
rected. Major Hanson-Lawson, a strapping six-foot veteran of 
five years of war, amply displayed those qualities of guts and 
determination that held England together in the dark days of 1940 
and continue to be displayed on the battlefields of Europe. 


t t 


Chaplain’ s Corner 


t t 


Profit 

The spirit of love means profit to all, 

The spirit of pride is every man’s fall; 

The humble know self as something to give, 

But proud men grasp ego in order to live; 

The will that surrenders, strange as it seems, 

Is the spirit that lives, the power that redeems; 
Some call it weakness to give up this pride, 

And depend on the Maker as master and guide, 
But love that gives self to all without preference 
Is the law of the universe, goodness in essence. 


You say our age thrives on the motive for profit? 
You think it would ruin us if we were off it? 

No, the doctor, or lawyer, or merchant, or chief 
Of a factory or farm might well look at a leaf 
And see how the Father will care for His own 
If they trust in His goodness and not theirs alone. 
It’s not quite that simple? No, man has a mind, 
Unlike leaves he must choose ’twixt what he can find 
Of the glories of nature. But the man who is lost 
Is the one who loved self and o erlooked the cost. 


Christ or the Cross is the Spirit of Life, 

To worship His Spirit is to leave strife 
With the strivers for money and pleasures that die, 
Peace must be shared, it’s not something we buy; 
The generous giver whose motive is cleaily 
To give self to God and to mankind sincerely 
Is worth more to the world than all profiteers, 

For his creative love does not pass with the years, 
But lives on with the pulsating mercy of God; 
Follow Christ: Bear the Cross, Leave the sod. 


FUN IN BEDLAM 


(The M.A.A. Shack) 


A weekend of convoys, clean-up 
for a prominent senator, special 
watches and stretcher cases calmly 
disposed of by using an entire new 
draft from San Diego. A constant 
inflow of express packages, flowers, 
birthday cakes, stray dogs, and ex- 
pectant mothers looking for Phar- 
macy. Requests for information, 
flashlight batteries, special liberty 
chits, ice, and unmentionables. 

An unceasing jangling of tele- 
phones, reporting convoys, A.O.L’s, 
lost liberty cards, minor and major 
infractions of rules, thefts and lost 
corpsmen. Inaudible long distance 
calls patiently spelled out by oper- 
ators from forty-seven states who 
sputter with indignation when in- 
formed calls may not be trans- 
ferred. 

Sales of deserters clothes, light- 
ing of ramp lights, policing the 
compound, running for fires, sub- 
duing recalcitrants, mustering in 
P.A.L. ’s, taking the guests to chow, 
dodging the Reising gun. 

Emergency leave papers, check- 
ing out liberty lists, details for 
corpsmen, finding the squiggee, 
making out rations, swabbing and 
dusting, coffee and doughnuts. 

Big Tom Little, pleasantly be- 
fuddled, put on report for loss of 
liberty card and unable to get out 
gate next day to go back to his 
station at Shoemaker. 


The P.A.L., awaiting mast 
four days’ absence, who d isat 
peared immediately after bl 
made a P.A.L. and having , 
over the hill for five more c]M 
quietly mustered in one monur, 
because his P.A.L. instructions re . 
quired it. 

Squaring away the A.WOl 
who happened to be a fora* 
aspirant to the heavyweight thror* 
Reassuring Oakland’s hero wh * 
thought he was booked as A 0.L 
but had “Public Relations” liberty 
. Captain’s Inspection thrown intr 
turmoil when the inspecting offiei 
encountered the Wave in the ‘ Pro 
Station combing her hair. 

The emergency call for n* j’ 
Master-At-Arms to act as gynej- * 




ogist for a stray cat. 

The mate, excused by the P c., 
ost Marshal, who slammed the dn 
in anger and was immediate)' 
decked by four marines, tw. 
MAA’s and a Philadelphia lawyer 
half of whom made their approad 
a one point landing through tn- 
open window. 

The ward nurse who complained 
bitterly because she could not ge; 
a squiggee and was referred to ex- 
tension 261, whereupon the chap- 
lain himself appeared and secure 
the MAA squiggee for the yo 
lady. 


Editor Leaves 



Red Cross News 


Kir hard C. Culbertson, managing editor 
of the Oak Leaf, left Oak Knoll on No- 
vember 20 for Portsmouth. Virginia where 
lie will go to Independent Duty School. 
The compound will miss his sparkling 
personality and all hope for his early 
return. 


A North Pole Eskimo says: Glub, 
glub. 

A South Pole Eskimo says: Glub, 
glub, yo-all. 


Red Cross personnel on this sta- 
tion are cooperating with the Nary 
in planning the Thanksgiving fes- 
tivities for both patients and s:af 
The decorations for the mess halls 
will be executed by’ patients an* • 
Red Cross staff members under tfc* 
direction of Miss Ruth Crawford- 
who is in charge of the Craft Shot 
Through the services of tfr. 
Camp and Hospital Unit of the 
Red Cross, Oak Knoll is being sup- 
plied with all the decorations fp 
the mess halls and with tray fav# 
lor the bed patients. Decoratiffl' 
in the holiday theme will greet 
patients and staff on Thanksgiving 
Day in the form of corn state- 
pumpkins and gourds, autum 1 
leaves and flowers. For all of 
who are far from home, it is hope? 
these decorations will aid a UP 
in keeping the holiday spirit hen 
at Oak Knoll. mU 

The Red Cross offices wifi 
open as* usual on Thanksgfo**^ 
Day, though operating with j 
staff. There will be entertain?'^ 
on some of the wards for bed P® 
tients, and the Recreation Staff**! 
planned parties for several WM 


LOST 


Money «kept in clothing or 


, 


lo<4 


ers is liable to be lost or stolen* 


cuapi ain HOWARD S. PITTS. 


“Sweetheart, did that last kiss 
make you yearn for another?” 
“Yes, but he’s out of town.” 


found 


The host wav to save >O ur P J 


Saturday, 25 November, 1944 


THE OAK LEAF 


Page Three 





. I 

% ft 







(You can read between the lines, 
but don’t blame us for what you 
read. ) 

Vic Kastner over in Physio Ther- 
apy is worried about his health . . . 
in fact, so worried he’s green — in 
the face. Maybe it’s those cokes 
vou’ve been drinking, Vic. 

The Chief of Commissary 1 must 
be a good man to have stolen the 
hard heart of the girl who wouldn’t 
date. He must have kept Harping 
at her. 

Armstrong and Holliday, NP 
technicians, sat in the Wave quar- 
tos (lounge) the other night and 
wondered why some nice quiet 
people were locked up when peo- 
ple like Helen Minsk and Lillian 
Reba were having a friendly (?) 
feud and were chasing one another 
about armed with a bucket of cold 
water and a fly spray gun respec- 
tively. . 51 B could probably do 
wonders for them. 

All interested may apply now 
for the position as No. 1 man for 
the rabbit watch. Requirements: 
Good shot and fast runner. 

Pat “Young” Beaver gave birth 
:o a 6 lb. baby girl the other a.m. 
Mother and ripple (little beaver) 
doing well. 

Beards are in style, but don’t let 
them fool you. Sullivan and Will- 
ingham, the fierce MAA’s, have 
come out from hiding and hung 
them on the wall. Any resem- 
blance to living persons is no co- 
incidence. 

Another Sp(S) 3/c, and it doesn’t 
stand for Shore Patrol, has been 
added to the MAA force in the 
Wave quarters. She is Marie (Lex) 
Eberiy, and a really swell girl. We 
have also welcomed fifty new 
Waves from Bethesda,' Maryland, 
in the past two weeks. 

Bugs Bach asked the chief who 
was the father of Surgery. “Lord 
Lister,” sez he. “Oh, that’s the guy 
that invented Listerine, isn’t it?” 
sez Bugs. 

The Wave with the man under 
her bunk awhile back thought it 
had happened again and went 
screaming for the MAA and a 
flashlight. Out of luck— it must 
have been one of those prohibited 
animals. 

Who said Plate Glass windows 
don t fight back? One of the boys 
^ the Laundry found out . . . 
How about that, PAL? 


Oakland's "Trader Vic ” Is Genial Host 
To Hundreds of Hospital’s Patients 



Left to right: J. Gresham, Mrs. Hudson LaVignc, E. Bone, VV. E. Cregar, E. C. 
Carlyle, M. S. Ackley, Mrs. W. O’Malley, A. D. Girard. 

<3> 

It was on Armistice Day two 


years ago that Trader Vic, genial 
owner of the popular spot famed 
for tropical fun and good food, 
first had a big party for a group 
of Oak Knoll patients. The party 
was such a success that Trader Vic 
very generously made it a weekly 
tradition. 

Usually six patients, transported 
by members of the American 
Women’s Volunteer Service, make 
the trip and are the recipients of 
Trader Vic’s hospitality. There 
they consume in vast quantities 
such delicacies as squab chicken, 
spareribs, shrimps, fried rice and 
glazed peas — all this topped off 
with a deadly Tonga Punch or the 
devastating Zombie. 

Trader Vic, whose place has 
been the subject of an article in 
Life, is one of the most colorful 
figures in the Bay Area. He lost 
a leg at the age of six, left school 
in the 9th grade to go to work, 
greased pans in a bakery, drove a 
tractor, and eventually by indus- 
try, talent, and showmanship 


achieved his present success. He 
is married and has four children. 

The South Sea relics which make 
his place one of the showplaces of 
Oakland were gathered during his 



Chuck Wong, Trader Vic. Chong Poon 

travels over a period of twenty 
years. 

Oak Knoll’s thanks go to Trader 
Vic for his morale-building hospi- 
tality to its patients. 


Cigarette Lighters Are 
Patient’s Unique Hobby 

Collecting cigarette lighters is 
the unusual hobby of S2/c Richard 
Osowski, a patient in 71A. In his 
collection of 70 lighters is one made 
in Austria, one made from a 
Messerschmitt, another made from 
a Jap Zero, and early models going 
back to 1910. 

“All lighters will work if kept 
in good condition,” claims Richard. 
He is interested in increasing his 
collection and would be grateful 
for any donation, regardless of type 
or condition. They may be turned 
in at the Red Cross Recreation 
Room. 

Then there was the tobacco 
auctioneer who came into the 
Navy with the rate of LSMFT 1/c. 


The Frenchman likes his native 
wine; 

The German likes his beer; 

The Irishman likes his whiskey 
straight 

Because it brings good cheer. 

The Russian likes his Vodka, 

Because it brings on dizziness; 

The American has no choice at all, 

But drinks the whole damn busi- 
ness. 


Female voice to the Oak Knoll 
bus driver: Can’t you wait until I 
get my clothes on? 

And 50 sailors twisted necks out 
of joint while the laundress 
climbed aboard with a basket of 
clothes. 


Off the Bookshelf 


» t 


yt 


tf 


Good news of the week is the 
arrival of duplicates of some of 
your favorite books from the Naval 
Supply Depot. Two more copies 
have been received of all Thorne 
Smith’s books, and various others 
much in demand such as Bates’ 
“Wind From France,” Pope’s “Col- 
corton,” Williams’ “Leave Her to 
Heaven,” Strabel’s “Storm To The 
South,” Maisel’s “The Wounded 
Get Back,” Rolo’s “Wingate’s Raid- 
ers,” Ley’s “Rockets,” Price’s 
“Japan’s Islands of Mystery,” 
White’s “Look Away, Look Away, 
Perelman’s “Crazy Like a Fox, 
and Zolotow’s “Never Whistle in a 
Dressing Room.” 

Several who-dun-its, which we 
think you will enjoy, are Eber- 
hart’s “Escape The Night,” Tilton’s 
“Dead Earnest,” King’s “The Case 
of the Dowager’s Etchings,” Adams’ 
“The Crooking Finger,” and 
Homes’ “Six Silver Handles.” A 
new Peter Arno cartoon book, 
“Man in the Shower,” will amuse 
you, as well as Breger’s “Private 
Breger’s War,” another picture 
book. 

If you know literature as well 
as one corpsman on this compound, 
you, too, can win ten dollars. The 
author of “Drink To Me Only With 
Thine Eyes’’ was the information 
that brought the income. The 
answer was to be found in Steven- 
son’s “Home Book of Verse.” The 
state producing the most potatoes, 
while not exactly a literary prob- 
lem, is a question that the library 
once answered, lucratively for 
some one, we suspect. 

Six librarians all at once are the 
news that has been the best for 
the librarian to hear: Miss Peat, 
Miss Atkinson, and Miss Kapptie 
are the new arrivals. 

Library hours: 0800 to 2100' 
Sundays 1230 to 2100. 



Catholic: 

C n a iS! a Ext G 26a‘ Spiegelhalter ' R- Cro 
Sunday Mass— 0630, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass— 0650 and 1640. 

C< Hl„f slo * n ^? aUy ’ before Mass; Satur 
f® 5 ?’ on th e Thursday befor 

each first Friday, at 1900. 

Pro testa nt; DeVOt *° nS Friday at 1830. 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman. A. T. L. Arm 
strong, S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 
doming Worship — 0930. 

Ve a S r p^rs- V °800 OnaIS_0930 ’ 10 °°' 1030 ' 

D 0730 I5evotiona L — (except Sunday)- 

Bi 1800 . StUdy ~ <ThUrSday ^ Ch aPel)- 
Jewish: 

Chaplain Solomon S. Bernards Ext 9 c 
Tuesday— (Chapel)— 1400. 6 

J ewish Chaplain is in attendanc 
?nTuesd ay from 0800 to 1500. Will a 

to 'the* Ctfaplain 61 k ‘" d,y Se " d in 

sent^Tn^hf 0!^^ 

the Chaplains' office for information. 


NOTICE 

Miss Claire Martini, Notary 
Public, is now' located in the 
Marine Detachment Building 
topside, in the Civil Readjust 
ment Office. This building is 
located near the main gate. 
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Scenes from Surgery 2 "Demonstrate Important Techniques 



Between them, Oak Knoll’s Sur- 
gery 1 and Surgery 2 perform al- 
most every conceivable surgical 
function. Surgery 1 takes care of 
Brain and Orthopedic cases, while 
Surgery 2, where these pictures 


were taken, handles Soft Tissue 
Surgery, Nerve Repair, Plastic 
Surgery, and Dependents. 

The Chief of Surgery is Captain 
Bueermann. Chief Nurse of Sur- 
gery 2 is Lt. (jg) H. E. Arbogast, 


with Lt. (jg) M. Quaas filling a 
similar position in Surgery 1. Each 
unit has a staff of 20 corpsmen 
taking the six months course lead- 
ing to O.R. Technician. 

Surgery 2 has five operating 


rooms and one emergency room, i 
and performs an average of fifteen 
operations per day. While all nor- 
mal births are handled by the ma- 
ternity ward, Caesarian operations 
are performed by Surgery 2. 
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Telephone Center Sees to It That 
Your Call to Home Qets Through 



Left to right: Rachel Magee Piexeote, Marie La Bono, Josephine Anderson, and 
two characters from the Marine Corps District Public Relations Office (everybody 
wants to get into the act). 



Ward 43A 

Orchids to 43A. . . . What a spot 
for a guy like Damon Runyon to 
get material. . , . The gTeatness of 
Dr. Bradford. . . . The efficiency 
and humane understanding of Ens. 
(Maw) Green. . . . Wish some of 
Harrington’s charming young visit- 
ors would prevail on him to quit 
stealing Maw Green’s most im- 
portant key . . . and to lay off rib- 
bing old Pappy about his toes and 
whatnot. . . . Wonder why Muscles 
. Seaman, that tough Marine Raider, 
doesn’t visit Harry’s with Maguire 
and Pop Mason. . . . Hope Maguire 
and Seaman find a good recipe for 
that birthday cake for those en- 
ticers from Physio. \ . . My, my, 
Norma, what a dither you create! 

Boats Parmeter waited two 
years for that Purple Heart ... he 
deserves another medal for those 
mill ion and one hitches, bends and 
splices he taught old Pappy. . . . 
* Now Pig Boat Robinson won’t tell 
about Bataan and Corregidor and 
who’s who on these new subs. . . . 
Why do we have to lose heart 
throbbers like lone and Virginia? 
. . . That’s the Navy for you. . . . 

Ward 43B* 

Pl'c John Huston has had a lot of 
1 Waves visiting him . . . reason un- 
known. . . . How does he do it? . . . 
It has been rumored that Estes 
tried to steal the A Train the other 
night to impress a certain Wave. 

| * . . Turner has the very unusual 
desire to get on liberty as soon as 
possible. . . We wonder what he 
wants. . . . The ward has been sad 
since the popular Miss Greenblott 
went on night duty. . . . Sinoe then 
even the coipsmen have had to 
work. . . . Keenan blushingly sang 
at the USO Show on the ward the 
other day. ... It was his birthday 
and all were charmed by his ex- 
cessive modesty. . . . Harris gets 
quite perturbed about patients 
raiding his galley for joe and stray 
delicacies in the refrigerator. . . . 
If this continues he threatens to 
resign. ... Of course, the corpsmen 
are never guilty of such repre- 
hensible conduct. . . . Blood the 
Plumber, must be striking for 
corpsman the way he brings things 
to patients. 

t, Man (running into police sta- 
tion): “Sergeant, lock me up! I 

just hit my wife with a baseball 
bat.’’ 

Desk Sgt.: “Did you kill her?” 

Man: “No, lock me up quick.” 


“I’m the happiest guy in the 
United States” said a sailor com- 
ing out of a long distance booth in 
the hospital Telephone Center. “I 
just talked to my mother for the 
first time in twenty-two months.” 

This comment is like many other 
similar ones heard around the 
compound every day, and explains 
why the hospital staff and tele- 
phone company representatives 
have arranged for every possible 
telephone convenience here. 

The first thought of most of the 
patients when they arrive is to 
call their families to let them 
know they are safe. In fact, there 
are now more than 4,000 long dis- 
tance calls being placed each 
month from the Telephone Center 
in the Community Center Build- 
ing. Many more are placed from 
outside booths, and from portable 
telephones used for bedside serv- 
ice in the wards. Nearly two thirds 
of all the calls completed are col- 
lect calls, a convenience to men 
enabling them to “have the 
charges reversed.” 

Ed Cannon, compound telephone 
manager, and the girls at the 
switchboard have worked hard to 
make telephone service here the 
best possible. The “Voices with a 
Smile” at the Telephone Center 
belong to Josephine Anderson, Ra- 
chel Piexeote and Marie La Bono, 
who are responsible for getting 
the calls through. When convoys 
come in, it keeps them plenty busy 
handling calls to almost every part 
of the country. 

Many of the bed patients are 
unable to visit the Telephone Cen- 
ter. So in May of this year the 
Telephone Company installed a 
portable service in several of the 
wards. Mrs. Esther Carter, ward 
attendant, in her blue telephone 
uniform, sees to it that patients 
unable to leave their beds can 
make their calls home conve- 
niently. Portable telephones are 
plugged in to wall jacks at the 


bedside, connecting with the Tele- 
phone Center where calls are com- 
pleted. 

That Ed Cannon and the Tele- 
phone Company girls are a 
friendly group, anxious to help in 
every way they can, is attested by 
the many extra services they per- 
form almost every day. Whether 
it’s Christmas shopping for a pa- 
tient’s little boy in Indiana, locat- 



Esther Carter. Telephone Hostess, helps 
battle veteran Vernon L. Lords get that 
important first call through. 

ing a lost wallet, or giving a man 
a lift to town, they’re on the job. 
And when it comes to their regu- 
lar job of getting those calls 
through, they’re in there pitching 
every minute, because they know 
that no calls are more important to 
anyone. 

The Telephone Center here is 
one of forty-eight which have 
been established throughout 
Northern California by the Tele- 
phone Company, for the conveni- 
ence of service men and women. 
Attendants are on duty between 
1200 and 2100 daily to help place 
calls, give information and make 
change. Directories for principal 



Dear Editor: 

The doctors at this base are of 
the impression that I am crazy. 
This is absolutely impossible. There 
is a law of science that says noth- 
ing can be two things at the same 
time. I am already a pencil sharp- 
ener, and I can’t be crazy and a 
pencil sharpener at the same time. 
It wouldn’t be so bad if that was 
all the difficulty, but it isn’t. They 
also have the nerve to keep insist- 
ing that I have a neurosis. This is 
decidedly untrue as I haven’t even 
got an oldrosis. 

I have repeatedly tried to con- 
vince them that I am as normal as 
any other pencil sharpener, but it 
does no good. Every morning I 
take time off from sharpening 
pencils to tell the doctor he has 
me all wrong. Even when I am 
not a pencil sharpener I am per- 
fectly sane. For example, when I 
am Napoleon (I am Napoleon for 
about one week each month) I am 
just as intelligent as when I am 
my usual self, a pencil sharpener. 

I must admit that I do have one 
friend that is not very bright. He 
imagines that he is the bell inside 
of a telephone. Isn’t that stupid? 
Outside of that there is no reason 
for the doctors to take the stand 
that they have taken about my 
case. 

Can you intervene for me, or 
should I contact the O.F.T.P.O.C. 
T.P.S.? (Organization For The 
Prevention Of Cruelty To Pencil 
Sharpeners). 

Yours hopefully, 

Will Grindum. 
Dear Mr. Grindum: 

We are afraid that we must 
agree with the doctor’s diagnosis. 
It is impossible that you are a 
pencil sharpener. You see, we are 
the only male pencil sharpener on 
this base. If we were you we 
would be Napoleon all of the time 
and leave the pencil sharpening to 
those who have more experience 
in the art. 


out-of-town points are available at 
the Center. 

In addition to service for pa- 
tients, a separate telephone service 
is provided for the administration 
activities of the hospital. Tele- 
phone people work with Captain 
A. H. Dealing and Lieut. Comdr. 
A. B. Montgomery, Administrative 
assistant, in handling the official 
telephone matters of the hospital. 


S. P, to girl after an accident: 
“How did it happen?” 

Giil. He forgot to release his 
clutch, that’s all.” 
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Library Fills Morale Function; 
Lends 50,000 Books in a Year 



Left: Catherine Baker, Librarian, and George English, Assistant. Right: Miss 
Gasper shows a book to a patient. 


Sailors and marines do know how 
to read, and the hospital librarian, 
Miss Catherine Baker, is prepared 
to say how much. They read 25,000 
books last year, and by the end of 
this year, they will probably have 
read at least 50,000. Over 43,000 
books have already been borrowed 
in 1944. Monday, November 13, 
was the busiest day to date for the 
library, when 346 books were 
loaned. In October more than 
5,500 books were circulated. 

According to a recent sampling, 
about half the books are borrowed 
directly from the library, and 
about half by bed patients from 
the book cart. Previous samplings 
made a year ago indicated that 
two-thirds of the loans were made 
in the wards, so apparently more 
patients and staff are coming to 
the library. Fifty wards are regu- 
larly visited with the book carts, 
of which the library now has four. 
The other wards are provided 
with magazines and paper bound 
books which are left on the wards. 

The library receives and dis- 
tributes about a thousand maga- 
zines a month. The Saturday 
Evening Post generally comes in 
largest numbers, averaging about 
65 copies a week. There are never 
enough copies of Time or Life to 
meet the demand, though about 
fifteen copies of each are received. 

As to tastes in reading, two- 
thirds of the books borrowed are 
fiction, and one-third in subject 
fields. Westerns are probably twice 
as popular as detective stories. The 
novel most in demand this past 
year has been Betty Smith s A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” of which 
the library has had twenty copies 
—please note the past tense! Lil- 
lian Smith’s “Strange Fruit” and 
Maugham’s “The Razor’s Edge” 
have also had many readers. 
James Hilton, Somerset Maugham, 
and Thorne Smith are favorites. 
Zane Grey is still the most popular 
writer of westerns, and Erie Stan- 
ley Gardner of detective stories. 


In non-fiction books, biography, 
literature, including humor and 
poetry, travel, technology, science, 
social sciences, and psychology are 
in demand, in that order, with 
biography the most popular. 

The library has over ten thou- 
sand volumes, of which about two- 
thirds are fiction and one-third 
non-fiction. 




Much Ado About: 

Ensign Herbst who received 
orders to proceed to Great Lakes, 
111 . 

Ensign Eiting who has been 
transferred to Bunker Hill, Ind. 

Ensign Shanahan to Arrowhead 
Springs, California. 

To Attu, Alaska — Ensigns Pat- 
rick and Melendy. 

The “You and Always” Depart- 
ment congratulates Lt. (jg) Larson 
who is soon to be married. 

Our sincere appreciation is ex- 
pressed to Captain Phillip K. Gil- 
man, Sr. (MC) USN, who so 
thoughtfully sent a handsome bou- 
quet of chrysanthemums to our 
quarters. . . . We all enjoyed them! 

Pen Picture: 

Believe it or not! Lieut, (jg) 
Elizabeth Miller is 27 years old and 
has been in the Navy for 2 / years. 
She was born at the Charleston 
Navy Yard in the Dependent’s 
Unit there ... it isn’t strange that 
even as a little girl she wanted to 
be a Navy Nurse. The Navy in- 
fluence is strongly perpetuated by 
her father, Lt. Comdr. Miller, who 
has for 40 years served as Pay- 


Our Navy at War 


The closing days of October saw 
major units of the Japanese Navy 
meet and submit to guns and 
bombs of the U. S. Fleet in a mul- 
tiple-phase battle carried out in 
Philippine waters. This battle fol- 
lowed in a wake of our landings 
on Leyte and Samar in the Visaya 
group of the Philippines. 

The naval victory was shared 
by the Third, and the Seventh 
Fleets, assisted by land based air- 
craft of the Southwest Pacific 
Command. The battle was fought 
in waters east of the Philippines 
and in inter-island straits. Out of 
the 59 or 60 Japanese ships en- 
gaged, U. S. vessels and planes 
sank or damaged at least 58. 

Enemy ships definitely sunk in- 
cluded four aircraft carriers, two 


master in the regular Navy .. . . 
not to forget two brothers, one the 
flier of a Marine Dive Bomber, the 
other at Navy Deck School. Miss 
Miller, now in our Diet Kitchen, 
entered the regular Navy in 1941 
. . . being interested in Dietetics, 
she took the Navy Dietetic course 
offered at the George Washington 
University, Wash., D. C. 

Lt. Miller has had a varied Navy 
career. She served as Dietitian 
aboard the Fleet Hospital Ship, 
U.S.S. Relief, for 14 months where 
she, two cooks and two corpsmen 
prepared Special Diets. 


battleships, six heavy cruk<w 
three light cruisers, three 
cruisers or large destroyers^ 
six destroyers. Thirteen' Japans! 
ships, including a battleship 
three heavy cruisers were severe? 
damaged or may have been sunt 
while 21 vessels escapd in a dam 
aged condition. 


U. S. losses were the aircraff 
Carrier Princeton, two escort car 
riers, two destroyers, a destroy^ 
escort and some smaller craft 
Participating in the engagement 
were the American battleships 
West Virginia, Maryland, Ten- 
nessee, California and Penns^j. 
vania as well as the new carriers 
Lexington, Wasp and Hornet. Afl 
the battleships involved had bee> 
damaged at Pearl Harbor, and the 
carriers mentioned were successors 
to 'carriers previously sunk by the 
Japanese. 


( 




? 

V i . 


Ground fighting in the Philip, 
pines continues, handicapped by 
desperate Japanese resistance and 
by “typhoon weather,” but a large 
portion of Leyte is ours. Initial 
Japanese casualties totaled 24,000 
in the first ten days of the cam- 
paign, while American losses in- 
cluded 706 killed, 270 missing, and 
2,245 wounded. 

The week ending 15 November, 
1944 was the 271st week of the 
war, and the 152nd week of U. S 
participation in it. 


MOIPHY .... by Penberthy 



111 have TOAST with my water, please! 








Beautiful Movie Star 
' Pleases Wards With 
j | Charm and ‘Personality 


id 
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Jane Allyson, petite and beau- 
( 4 tiful movie star, paid Oak^ Knoll a 
:,, l flying visit on Friday, November 
17. It was her first experience 
with a Navy hospital, and she 
visited and sang in four wards to 
the huge enjoyment and admira- 
uon of the patients. 

Signs Autographs 

Wherever June went, she was 
f surrounded by GI’s and she signed 
- * innumerable autographs, besides 
\ cheering the bed patients with her 
1 ) f sparkling and vivacious charm. 
Accompanying Miss Allyson was 
Lt. (jg) Art Jarrett whp also enter- 
• 1 1 stained* with his singing and guitar 
playing. 

Will Appear With Bette Davis 

Junes most recent screen ap- 
pearance was in “Two Girls and a 
Sailor/’ She expects to appear 
in a movie with Robert Walker and 
Bette Davis when she returns to 
Hollywood. P. S.: She gets Walker 
in the picture. 




June 


***•• Do You Think 1 

WaS s P° nsore d by the 
^ and??* ? hapter of the Red Cross 
ment f Armed Fprces Entertain- 

n&nt Committee. 


J 


buy war bonds 
today 

For Future Needs 


Miss Allyson visits with David II. Akins, F‘i c. in Ward 7 IB. 

Pete Kmetovic, Football Star, 
Is Athletic Specialist Here 


“The most dangerous man with 
a football in his hands one yard 
past the line of scrimmage” was 
the phrase football men used to ex- 
press their opinion of “Pete” 
Kmetovic, sensational football star 
of Stanford U., now an Athletic 
Specialist at Oak Knoll. Wearing 
number 17 on the back of his flam- 
ing red jersey, everyone on the 
Pacific Coast considered “Pete” 
one of the best backs in the coun- 
try. 

Kmetovic began his amazing 
football career at Stanford in 1939, 
when he was the blocking back for 
the double-wing formation. His 
ability as a runner however blos- 
somed forth in ’40, when under 
Shaughnessy’s innovation of the 
“T” formation, he became the fam- 
ous “man in motion.” It was while 
on the 1940 undefeated Rose Bowl 


team that Kmetovic enjoyed his 
greatest year, when along with 
Albert, Standlee and Gallerneau, 
he completed the “dream back- 
field.” Besides being the Pacific 
Coast leading scorer, with a total 
of 66 points on 11 touchdowns, he 
was also voted the most valuable < 
player. 

In 1941 the superiority of mighty 
Stanford faltered, but not so with 
the play of Kmetovic. The first 
game the Indians lost under 
Shaughnessy was a 10 to 0 setback 
by Oregon State, and that day 
Kmetovic was on the bench with 
an injury. Without “Pete” the of- 
fense bogged down. The claims of 
the West Coast sports writers that 
Stanford’s fortunes ran wiih Kmet- 
ovic were strengthened. 

Pete added to his football laurels 
in 1942 while playing on the Great 


\ 


- 




Lt. Spiegelhalter 


Chaplain Spiegclhalter 
feaves Compound For 
Overseas Assignment 

Oak Knoll loses one of its most 
popular chaplains with the depar- 
ture of Lt. George B. Spiegelhalter 
for an overseas 
assign ment. 

Chaplain Spie- 
gelhalter, one of 
the two Catho- 
lic chaplains on 
the Compound, 
has been here 
for over 15 
months. 

“I don’t think 
I’ll ever find 
more satisfac- 
tory duty or 
friends more co- 
operative and sincere than I have 
found at this station,” said Chap- 
lain Spiegelhalter. “I want to thank 
Chaplain Chrisman for his splen- 
did cooperation, and Captains 
Dearing and Carroll for their in- 
terest in our behalf.” 

Speaking of his imminent over- 
seas assignment, Father George 
said, “I look forward to it with 
happy anticipation because it will 
be a new experience and I can 
carry on my work.” 

Chaplain Spiegelhalter is a na- 
tive of Kansas City, Missouri, and 
before entering the service was a 
member of the Benedictine Abbey 
in Atchison, Kansas. 

Oak Knoll will miss Father 
George’s cheerful smile and sym- 
pathetic understanding and its 
best wishes go with him on his 
journey to the battle zone. 


Lakes eleven. He played along 
side of Bruce Smith that year, and 
again his true worth was over- 
shadowed. The Lakes opposition 
that season consisted mostly of Big 
Ten teams, and Pete considers the 
two conferences on an equal par. 

Kmetovic is a Native Son, hail- 
ing li om San Jose, California. 
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• Another Step Forward 

J o tliose who are new here at Oak Knoll, changes in the various 
activities do not have the same background as they have for us 
who have seen the growth in the various activities in the hospital. 

Thus, if you are not an old-timer, you may not realize that this 
issue of the Oak Leaf represents a new advance in the journalistic 
activity of the compound.' To make a long story short, we have 
become a weekly rather than a bi-weekly publication, and have 
returned to a four-page format. 

This will mean considerably more work for the staff and twice 
as frequent deadlines to make. It should also mean fresher news 
and more complete coverage of the activities at Oak Knoll. 

The editors, in the midst of a rugged campaign occasioned by 
the speeded-up deadline and various changes, will be even more 
grateful to contributors who meet their deadlines promptly and 
to all others who have helped and will help us in other ways. 


• About Those WBs Again 

You’ve been bombarded by the movies and scolded by the radio. 
You’ve been exhorted by billboards and chided by newspapers. 
They have all wanted you to buy those WBs, and they have given 
you hundreds of good reasons why you should. Well, those reasons 
are just as good as they ever were, but it is possible that you have 
grown largely impervious to this assault on your senses. 

I don’t know of any new way to sell you those important pieces 
of paper. I’m not going to pull the patriotism angle — you know 
better than most what an important scrap you’re in. I’m not even 
going to tell you that it’s a better way to spend your money than 

vou do. 

%/ 

But here is one man’s opinion. Almost everyone of us can 
afford an occasional AVB. That money is nice to spend now, but 
you’re not getting vour money’s worth, and it will be much nicer 
to have after the war for that home, that car, or that vacation. 

So buy a hunk of the future instead of the ersatz stuff you can 
get today. You’ll be doing yourself a favor and, incidentally, 
doing your country a favor. 


Our Nation at War 


The War Against Japan 

Four broad strategic considera- 
tions in the war against Japan 
have been identified. The last 
month of activity in this theater 
of operations makes it appropriate 
to analyze progress in terms of 
these four big purposes. 

1. The B-29 raids on Tokyo from 

bases in the IVIarianas represent 
the first destruction of Japans 
plane producing facilities. Though 
Japan is losing her planes in the 
ratio of 5 to 1 of ours, the total 
volume of her air losses has not 
been especially significant since 
her capacity to produce was not 
interfered with. The B-29 raids 
should change the situation ma- 
terially. „ 

2. The second Battle of the f hu- 


ippines, described last week, rep- 
resented major destruction to 
Japan’s fleet; and her ship produc- 
ing facilities will be a long time 
repairing the damaged, and re- 
placing the lost, in this depart- 
ment. ThiS will be true whatever 
the status of damage with respect 
to her shipyards. 

3. The Battle of Leyte has prog- 
ressed to a point where the Ormoc 
pocket, believed to contain the 
greatest number of the Japanese 
soldiers on the island, is virtually 
surrounded. If, as expected, most 
of the Japanese reserves in that 
group of the Philippines (the 
Visayas) have been concentrated 
on Leyte, we may anticipate an 
overrunning of sufficient Visaya 
or Luzon territory to make pos- 
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Chaplain’ s Corner 


t | 


So Long, Shipmates 


My departure from Oak Knoll Hospital brings back to mv m 

I „r „ ,r nnyc - rtr. ctrnnn .. 


an incident of a few years ago. Two strong mid-western teams 
played the last game of the season. I stopped In the dressing roo „ 
the winning team to congratulate the coach and players. Sev^* 
players had played their last game for their alma mater, and it 
not easy for them to leave their teammates and coach. These men 
learned the lesson of cooperation, loyalty and fair play. They \ v 
prepared to meet the various obstacles which would confront tl 
in future life. 



Leaving Oak Knoll I feel much the same as these players feltl 
too have profited by the examples of loyalty and cooperation T) 
splendid team work from every department of the hospital with tL 
chaplains has indeed been an inspiration and an incentive to carry 
under all conditions. 


As a parting thought I submit the following poem, hoping aM 
praying that it will be a driving force in our lives. 


Be Kind 


Be kind — for oh! a kind word spoken 
To those whose hearts are well-nigh 
broken 

Shall never pass away. 


The kind deed wrought shall pass nb< 
never — 

Its blessed print remains forever 
Deep in the Sacred Heart 




That kind word is a secret treasure. 
Whose recompense, beyond all measure, 
Waits the great reckoning day. 


Be kind, be kind unto thy brother, 
The love thou wouldst have from 
another 

Do thou thyself impart. 


Thy kindly word again shall greet the* 
When Jesus shall come forth to 
^hee, 

When thou His face shalt see 


The Heart of Jesus has remembered. 
“The kindness.” He will say, ’‘thouv 
rendered 

Was rendered unto Me." 


sible the separation of Japan from 
its East Indian Empire and the 
vital supplies coming from that 
sector. 

4. The fourth strategic consider- 
ation — destruction of the Japanese 
Army — awaits the ultimate land- 
ings in China, or Manchuria, or 
Japan. The three other aspects of 
the Japanese war are preliminary 
to this fourth one. Even the pre- 
liminaries are far from finished, a 
fact that should be reflected upon 
to keep our perspective. Yet one 
year ago, we were still fighting in 
the Solomons, only just landed in 
the Gilberts, officially unaware of 
the B-29s in the offing, vaguely 
fearful of the power or tricks of 
the Japanese fleet, and the bas- 
tions in the Marshalls, Carolines, 
and Marianas. Invasion of the 
Philippines seemed remote. 

The war against Japan, as yet, 
approaches, but has not reached, 
the climax for which all current 
activity prepares. 



Catholic: 


Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. Ext. 260. 

Sunday Mass — 0630. 0830 and 1100. 

Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 

Confessions — Daily, before Mass; Satur- 
days, at 1900: on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 


Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. T. L. Arm- 
strong, S. P. Robinson. Ext. 261. 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study — (Thursday in Chapel)- 
1800. 


Jewish: 

Chaplain Solomon S. Bernards. Ext. 261. 
Tuesday — (Chapel) — 1400. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Tuesday from 0800 to 1500. W T ill all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not repre- 
sented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 



They All Had Glamour: From 
the Swedish Nightingale to the 
Naked Lady , by Marks, is a new 
addition to the library. It is a book' 
on famous theatrical figures of the 
past hundred years, such as Jenny 
Lind, Adelina Patti, and Lola Mon- 
tez. Some other biographies newly 
arrived include one on an elephant 
by Richards, entitled Li/e With 
Alice , and another on a medium. 
Heyday of a Wizard , by Burton. 

We are glad to say that we ha& 
two more books on one of your 
favorite interests, farming: Kains’ 
Five Acres and Independence ana 
Wend’s How to Live in the Coun- 
try Without Farming. OtVs Trans- 
port Aircraft of the World and the 
Aviation Annual of 1944 are two 
new books in a field already well- 
represented in the Library. Any- 
thing a Horse Can Do, by Gregory, 
is a book on what may become a 
common means of transportation, 
the helicopter. 

The lighter phases of the war 
burst into print in Kendalls Dic- 
tionary of Service Slang 
Breger’s Private Breger’s War. the 
latter a cartoon book. The ne^ 
Peter Arno, Man. in the Shower, is 
also in the Library. Nevins’ Cen- 
tury of Political Cartoons is a col- 
lection of cartoons from 1800 | 

1900, representing the cartoonist* 
attitudes toward the current even j 
of their day. A new history o * 
is Richardson’s The Way of ' e ' 
ern Art. 1776-1914. We have v*n- I 
ous books on how to draw 
sketch, too, if you are interes 
in trying it yourselves. 

Library hours: 0800 to 
Sundays, 1200 to 2100. 
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Dear editor: 

I am a WAVE, and speaking for 
the WAVEs as a whole I have a 
complaint to make. 

How are we to get any attention 
from the men when they are con- 
stantly being visited by beautiful 
movie actresses? After all, you 
know we can’t compete with such 
women. In the first place they are 
attractive to men. All they have 
to do is wait around for men to 
make advances to them. We are 
lucky if we succeed in running one 
down. 

Now don’t get the impression 
that I never have any boy friends. 
I’ll have you know that there was 
one sailor who told me he was 
sure there could never be more 
than one person in the world like 
me. That’s the way he was, always 
paying me compliments. How I 
used to love to hear him say, ‘‘Dar- 
ling, how I love that hair, that skin, 
that eye.” It was wonderful. But 
what happened! Along came Ginny 
Simms to vamp him away from 
me. What do you think he could 
possibly see in her? 

I’m at my wit’s end about what 
to do about all this. I’ve consid- 
ered taking poison, but that is a 
very dangerous thing to do. What 
do you think is the answer to this 
problem? 

Ima Droop. 


Dear Miss Droop: 

After scanning the picture of 
yourself that you sent with your 
letter jt is the opinion of this de- 
partment that you might find a far 
better field for your unusual gifts 
than gaining a male admirer. We 
feel that you could have a great 
career in the movies. Many of the 
male stars would probably beg to 
play with you, namely: Boris Kar- 
loff, Bela Lugosi, etc. 

As a last resort you could always 
stay in the Navy. 

New Wave Recruit: “What is 
Field 'Day?” 

Salty Wave: “That’s the day the 
sailors rearrange the dust.” 

* # * 

Doctor Olson: “You must avoid 
all forms of excitement.” 

Doctor Wilson: “Can’t I even 

look at them on the street?” 

* * * 

One of the newly married Waves 
ran frantically into the Captain’s 
office stating that she wanted to 
put one of the surgeons on report 
for operating on her husband. 

The Captain naturally wanted to 
know what the offense was. 

“For opening my male,” was the 
reply. 


C jptain 


f Dearins displays his carpentering skill; Center: Lt. Carey and Sports Writer Allan Ward; Right: Two grapplers 

gang up on the referee. 


On Tuesday, November 22, the 
William P. Kyne Ring was dedi- 
cated here with athletic events and 
a sparkling stage show. A packed 
house jammed the amphitheatre 
and enjoyed every minute of the 
two and a half hour show. 

•‘It was a swell show,” declared 
■ j Lt. Carey, who took part in the 
festivities, “and the boys really 


Scuttlebutt 


z 




(You can read between the lines, 
but don’t blame us for what you 
\ read.) 

Why was Chief Steele, accom- 
- panied by one of the fairer sex and 
armed with a flashlight, tunneling 
under the MAA Shack? Here, 
Kitty, Kitty. Here, Kitty, Kitty, 
Blue Eyes. ... 

It has been rumored that Tom- 
my DeHaven has been given an- 
other chance to pass the test. It 
seems that he was cornered like 
Daniel in the Lyons den. 

Who’s the go-between for the big 
guy and little Mary Powell? . . . 
Fine thing when a man can't even 
Pick up his own girl, 

Parker, Pennington and Miss 

Nieholl managed to pack away a 
good many groceries on Thanks- 
giving by doing a marathon be- 
tween courses. 

Gertie (not from Bizerte) got 
married last Tuesday — and the 
Sals threw quite a spinster party 
before the event. Jane Holliday 
w as very much in evidence. 


loved it in spite of the hard seats 
and being late for chow.” Lt. Carey 
held the sign on the ring with 
timid fingers during those tense 
moments that Capt. Dearing with 
unerring aim was nailing it fast. 

The ring was purchased by the 
Oakland Tribune sports equipment 
fund with money furnished by Mr. 
Kyne. The show was presented by 
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Who said 

It can’t happen here? It did! A 
fire which sprang up in Building 
24 prompted the closing of all the 
windows on the Compound and as- 
sembled an audience of nurses 
while the firemen fought to prevent 
the spread of flames in the Maids’ 
closet. Neither brooms, mops, dust 
pans, or sweepers suffered from 
the blaze. You can’t beat our fire- 
men! 


Welcome home, Pat Grouer! 

Lt. (jg) Pat Grouer was former- 
ly stationed here at Oak Knoll as 
an Ensign. Her advancement to 
rank of Lt. (jg) took place while 
Lt. Grouer was on duty overseas. 
She left Oak Knoll on May 8 and 
returned on Nov. 4. During this 
time she served aboard the Hos- 
pital Ship, U.S.S. Relief where she 
assisted in the evacuating of the 
wounded from battle areas. She 
saw duty at Saipan, Tinian, and 
other scenes of combat. 

Lt. Grouer spoke of the high 
morale of the wounded, and 
praised particularly the outstand- 
ing work and devotion to duty 
shown by our Hospital Apprentices 
and Pharmacist Mates. “They de- 
serve a lot of credit,” she said. Lt. 
Grouer is now on temporary duty 
at Oak Knoll in Physio-Therapy. 


Did you know? 

That ten years before the birth 
of Florence Nightingale, Dr. Wil- 
liam P. Barton, a young Navy sur- 
geon, “made a report to Congress 


the Service Athletic Fund of San 
Francisco. 

Master of ceremonies of the 
stage show was Phil Moline, while 
Eddie Ryan had charge of the box- 
ing and wrestling. 

“A good program for a great 
audience,” was the comment of 
Allan Ward, Oakland Tribune 
sports editor. 


And Was It Good ! 








Thanksgiving at this hospital 
was marked by Turkey with all 
the trimmings cooked just the way 
Mom did in those good old pre-war 
days. From Shrimp Cocktail to 
After-Dinner Mints it was good — 
so good that Chaplain Chrism an 
could not resist sitting in as shown 
in the above picture. Chaplain 
Robinson led a heartfelt Thanks- 
giving Grace in the various chow 
halls to mark a memorable day. 


at the request of the Secretary of 
the Navy recommending a pro- 
vision for women in the Navy? 
Still, it was not until about 100 
years after this recommendation 
that the Navy Nurse Corps was 
established by law on May 13, 1908. 

In World War I “four Navy 
Nurses were awarded the Navy 
Cross for outstanding service, 
three of the awards being made 
posthumously. Two Navy Nurses 
received the Army citation for spe- 
cial meritorious and conspicuous 
service.” 


Another somewhat unknov 
duty of the Navy Nurse in ma 
islands is to teach native worn 
how to care for their people. 
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NP GRADUATING CLASS 



First row, left to right: Lt. Wright, Their, Love, Holliday, Commander Mer- 
warth. Miss Ellis. Second row: Katz, West, Pardue, Smith, Williams, Shamel. Third 
row: Parker, Pinkerton, Gilmore, Skelton, Fagan. Muriel Armstrong and M. B. 
Thomas were absent. 


Basketball Squad Sinks 
Port Chicago ■;/ for 
1 2th Straight Victory 

On 24 November Oak Knoll, 
after playing a weak first half, 
finally threw their offense into high 
gear and defeated a dogged team 
from Port Chicago, 35 to 32 on 
Castlemount s High School gym 
floor. 

The contest was evenly matched 
from start to finish, and found 
merely a one point difference be- 
tween the two teams at the end of 
each period. Going into the last 
quarter Oakland held a 26 to 25 
advantage, and although faltering 
twice came out on top. With 36 
seconds remaining Hume took a 
dribble pass from McKay to sink 
the climax goal, and put the game 
on ice. 

Led by the dead eye shooting of 
“Red” Blakely and the aggressive 
floor play of “Skinhead” Segale, 
the Oakland boys carried the play 
from Port Chicago. Blakely made 
his first three shots good for six 
points, and from then, on was a 
threat every time he had a set shot. 
On the other hand the Chicago 
boys showed razor edged passing, 
only to falter when nearing the 
basket. 

The second quarter at times was 
played in a fashion often more re- 
sembling football than basketball. 
On one occasion Segale found him- 
self under a bench after failing on 
a close-in shot. Gee also had a 
tough time sprawling on the floor 
with two Port Chicago lads. 

This victory was the 12th con- 
secutive contest without a setback 
for the local heroes. Another week 
of practice is due before the league 
begins, and this was a stern testi- 
monial for its need. 


On November 15 the third and 
largest class of NP Technicians 
was graduated at Oak Knoll. They 
have completed a four-months 
course and when their certificates 
arrive from Washington, they will 
probably receive orders to other 
hospitals. 

“It was a very good class,” com- 
mented Miss Ellis, Nurse Instruc- 
tor of the course, “and I am sure 
they will do very well in this field.” 

Commander Merwarth is head 
of the NP Department here and of 
the school, while Lt. Wright, Psy- 
chologist, laid out the course of 
study. 


LOST 

Eversharp Fountain Pen, with 
name Willis Leon Cohu engraved 
on it. Five dollars reward if re- 
turned to owner in Ward 78A. 

Brown Parker Fountain Pen, 
with name Munroe Tharp engraved 
on it. Reward. Return to owner in 
Ward 68B. 


Wave on shopping tour: Where 
can I get some silk covering for 
my settee? 

Floor Walker: Lingerie — next 
aisle and to the left. 


Oakland 

FG 

FT 

Pt. Chicago 

FG 

FT 

Blakely, f 

8 

0 

Tapp, f 

1 

0 

Jones, f 

1 

0 

Lowery, f 

5 

1 

Segale, c 

2 

0 

Meyer, c 

2 

2 

Richards, g 

0 

1 

Oliver, g 

1 

0 

Hunstad, g 

0 

0 

Wade, g 

2 

1 

Brown, c 

1 

0 

Parks, g 

0 

0 

Gee, g 

1 

1 

Pollard, g 

2 

2 

McKay, f 

0 

1 




Border, f 

2 

0 




Hume, g 

1 

0 




Totals 

16 

3 

Totals 

13 

6 


Japanese Classes Begun 
For Staff and Patients 

Conversational Japanese is the 
subject of a class recently begun 
by the Educational Services Office. 
J. G. Rodman is the instructor of 
the course, and the class of 16 is 
made up mainly of nurses and 
corpsmen. 

The aims of the course are to 
teach the essentials of conversa- 
tional Japanese in the simplest 
form and to enable the students to 
identify some simple written Japa- 
nese. 

While new students cannot be 
added to the present class, new 
classes will be organized in the fu- 
ture. All those interested may get 
additional information at the Edu- 
cational Services Office in the new 
building by the main gate. 


MOIPHY .... by Penberthy 



FIELD DAY 


Saturday, 2 December, \L 



Bed Cross Neii>$ 


Leather Work Popular 


The Red Cross Craft Shop, u 
eated on the second • deck of dtl 
Ship’s Service Building, i s a | v , " 
and busy place these cold autunS 
days. But in spite of the crowS 
working conditions, many 
fine things have been turned ottf 
and some of these tooled leathw 
billfolds you. see flashed around® 
the Compound have undoubted!* 
been made there. The most 
lar craft is leather .work. 

Square knotting, using belfastor 
seme cord, is a handcraft that can 
be turned to useful objects. Some « 
beautiful belts have been mafe 
this way, and also very durable 
cigarette cases and purses. Lan- 
yards in many different colors oast 
be made quickly and easily with I * 
pyrocraft. 


Clay Modeling Available 

If you have ever wanted to 
model in clay, don’t neglect the 
opportunity offered here. The 
Craft Shop has two different types 
of clay, a red earth clay and Mar- 
belex clay, which does not need to 
be fired to be preserved. There are 
modeling tools available for your 
use. 

Perhaps you are more interested 
in mechanical things. There are 
some excellent solid plane modeis 
you can build and paint,- planes 
many of you have known well. 
Also, there are a few good me- 
chanical drawing sets, T-squares 
and triangles available. 








I 






Are You an Artist? 

jj P 

Do you like to paint or sketch’ 
There are materials for painting in 
oils, including good canvas aftd 
brushes. If you prefer water colors, 
they too, are available. Charcoal 
pastels and colored pencils are 
there for those who prefer other 
mediums. wM * 

And if you don’t want to do any 
craft work, come down anyway ; 
and look the place over. You might ; 
find the cookie jar full: J 


G.I. Thoughtfulness 

The new P.A.L. — he was a col- ! . 
lege man — summoned the M.AA 1 
to his cell. 

“M.A.A.” he complained, ^ j 
don’t like the food here. I dont 
like my quarters. And, whaffl 
more, I don’t like the type of 
I’ve been given.” 

“Anything else you don’t h^e. 
inquired the M.A.A. , grimly. 

“Yes,” added the P.A.L. heated- . 
ly. “I don’t like this early-to-bw \ 
ruling, and also, I don’t like voU 
face.” . i 

The M.A.A. tried to control l'J> 


temper. ^ 

“Anything else you don’t Uke?| 
he snapped. 

The P.A.L. shrugged. 

“That’s all for the time being* 
he murmured. “I don’t want you 
think I’m unreasonable!” 
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Dental Officers 
Are Hosts for 
Wells Centenary 


Colorful Group Sings 
Songs of Russia 


‘Russian Revels’’ Brings 
Gay Show to Compound 


Oakland’s celebration of the 
Horace Wells Centenary will take 
. place at Oak Knoll on December 
11 when Captain A. H. Dearing, 
medical officer in command at the 
U. S. Naval Hospital, an<J dental 
. I officers of his staff will act as hosts 
to members of the dental profes- 
sion in the Bay Region. 

Commander Errol W. Willett, 
chief of dental service, is in charge 
of arrangements for the commem- 
orative event, which will open at 
6:30 p.m. with dinner in the staff 
officers’ mess. The program to fol- 
1 o w will commemorate Horace 
Wells’ contribution to humanity 
through the discovery of general 
anaesthesia. 

Wells Sponsored Anaesthesia 

Few people today are aware 
j that there was a time when sur- 
gery was a thing of horror because 
. of the accompanying pain experi- 
enced by the patient. Yet it was 
-\\{ ' only 100 years ago when the very 
Lrst experiment was made in the 
field of pain-free operations. It 
was a dentist— Horace Wells of 
Hartford, Connecticut, a man who 
hated to see other men suffer — 
who started at that time'to practice 

• a crude form of anaesthesia. 

* Horace Wells used his knowledge 
\ i% his own work and gave it to the 

field of general surgery. Though 
t^jihe was hurt and misunderstood, 

< never achieving personal success 
or financial] reward during his life- 
time. Wells is remembered today 
as the discoverer of the principle of 
. anaesthesia and its great impor- 
tance to surgery. 






Riding Is Now Availal 
For Patients, Personnel 

Eight horses are available 
horseback riding now, annour 

o fare and Recreation, 
horses are boarded at Leona S 
hies and daily rides will be sp 
ored “the weather and the hor 
health permitting,” in the wo 
‘>1 Lt. Carey. 

All patients and personnel int 

° . V? the equine sport may s 
P at the Bowling Alleys. 





Chaplain Pitts Forms 
Discussion Group 

“Why not discuss religion as 
we really see it?” asks Chaplain 
Howard Pitts, newly assigned 
Protestant chaplain at Oak Knoll. 
And, for the past month a goodly 
number of believers and agnostics 
have been speaking freely and 
frankly about such subjects as: 
“On Finding It Hard to Believe 
in God,” “How Do We Know Right 
From Wrong?,” “How Do We 
Pray?,” and “What Is Religious 
Living?” 

The discussion group, open to 
any patient or staff member, meets 
weekly in the dental clinic audi- 
torium at 1730 on alternate Mon- 
days and Tuesdays. For the next 
two weeks the group will use 
Harkness Religious Living as a 
textbook and will discuss the fol- 
lowing topics: 

Monday, December 11 . .. 

Obstacles to Religious Living 

Tuesday, December 19 

Beginnings in Religious Living 

Thus far the spirit of the group 
has been such that all controver- 
sies have brought forth much more 
light than heat. At least, no of- 


Governor Warren Is 
Oak Knoll Visitor 

Oak Knoll had a distinguished 
visitor on Friday, December 1, in 
the person of Governor Earl War- 
ren of California. He was received 
by Captain Dearing who also acted 
as the Governor’s host on a brief 
tour of the hospital. The main ob- 
ject of his visit was a personal 
visit with Captain Philip K. Gil- 
man, Sr., a patient in ward 40A, 
and chairman of the Council of the 
California Medical Association. 

Governor Warren praised Oak 
Knoll highly, and expressed regret 
that the pressure of his work did 
not allow him to visit us sooner. 


fended leelings have yet been reg- 
istered. 

“If you have questions concern- 
ing your beliefs (and who hasn’t?), 
you are invited,” says Chaplain 
Pitts. “Or, if any group on the 
compound would like assistance 
with their own discussion group 
the chaplains are available.” 


Let’s be happy 
Let's be gay 
Let’s buy another 
War Bond today! 


A different kind of revue fea- 
turing the spirited and gay song 
and dance of Russia was on hand 
to entertain Oak Knoll on Mon- 
day, November 27. Ten perform- 
ers, in colorful native costumes, 
including singers, dancers and mu- 
sicians, made up the show. 

Dagger Dance Performed 

Sandra Karina acted as mistress 
of ceremonies and obliged with 
gypsy songs, which whatever their 
native language, are universal in 
their appeal and spirit. Sergei 
Tavasieff, formerly premier dan- 
cer with the General Platoff Don 
Cossack Chorus, pleased with his 
dagger dance, as did Jaroslav Lob- 
anosky with a traditional Russian 
dance. 

Rose Der Manuelian did tradi- 
tional ballet with delicacy and 
beauty in addition to contributing 
some vivid gypsy numbers with 
Jane Melnikova. 

Russian Songs Featured 

Nicholas Molotoff, formerly of 
the Metropolitan Opera Company, 
sang lustyHRussian ballads, while 
Mamontova, adding beauty to her 
vocalizing, had to respond to nu- 
merous encores. Jean Verdugo 
provided music with her accor- 
dion. 

The show was extremely well 
received and marked the first time 
that many of us have had the op- 
portunity to actually hear and see 
authentic Russian songs and 
dances. 

The group was sponsored by the 
USO-CAMP SHOWS, Inc. 

Vets Get Preference in 
Securing Surplus Land 

War veterans are given prefer- 
ence in acquiring surplus govern- 
ment property to be used in estab- 
lishing and maintaining small busi- 
nesses and professional and agri- 
cultural enterprises under a bill 
recently passed by Congress and 
signed by the President. 

The bill also gives the discharged 
serviceman a preference in buying 
surplus Government real estate 
lor residential purposes. 
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• The Enemy Within 

M e all know who our outward enemies are — they are the fascist 
and imperialistic ambitions of the rulers of Germany and Japan. 

Nol so easily seen are the enemies within us, which eventually 
can constitute as great a danger to our nation and our freedoms 
as the Nazis and the Japs. 

What are these inward enemies? They are intolerance of other 
nationalities, races, and religion than those we happen to repre- 
sent , hatred for other political or economic groups than we happen 
to be affiliated with ; greed for special powers and privileges for 
ourselves. 

It was said of the last war that we won the war but lost the 
peace, in that we were not compensated in money and territory 
for what we spent. It is possible to win a physical victory and 
vet lose fundamentally by -succumbing to the very diseases of the 
mind we fight against. 



Three Years of War 

Now that the anniversary of 
Pearl Harbor is upon us again, it 
is time for- checking our progress 
in three years of warfare. By con- 
tinuous plugging that sometimes 
didn’t seem much on a daily basis, 
we and our allies have made total 
gains in three years that are im- 
pressive. The initial advantages 
held by the enemy made the first 
gains slow and halting, and only 
lately have they seemed commen- 
surate with the effort and cost 
which the nation and its allies have 
put into them. 

During our first year, we could 
claim not more than 3 major victo- 
ries in battle and a couple of toe- 
holds: 

Battle of the Coral Sea. 

Battle of Midway. 

Battle of Guadalcanal. 

Landing on the Solomons and 

Landings in Africa. 

During our second year, the tide 
of battle turned on the eastern 
front in Europe, with the success- 
ful throw-back of Germans at Stal- 
ingrad; we continued to inch for- 
ward on the Solomons and in New 
Guinea; the engagements in North 
Africa were concluded; Sicily was 
invaded; Italy was invaded and 
surrendered to us, and we pushed 
a quarter of the way up the boot. 
The year ended with the Teheran 
Conference on 1 December, 1943. 

In the third year, our gains were 
more impressive, with hardly a 
month failing to bring encouraging 
gains. Some of the most spectacu- 
lar ones are here listed, all vei y 
fresh in our minds: 


Landings on the Marshalls, in 
the Marianas, in the Carolines; 

Landings along the northern 
New Guinea coast and finally in 
the Philippines at Leyte; 

Invasion of France and the push 
through to the German borders 
all along the western front except 
In part of Holland; 

Advance in Italy to the Po Val- 
ley; 

Evacuation of the Balkan States 
and advance by Russia to East 
Prussia, middle Poland and Hun- 
gary. 

The remainder of the distance to 
be covered is great, but the gains 
of our third year in contrast to the 
other two should help us keep per- 
spective. 



Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. 

Sunday Mass — 0630, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass; Satur- 
days, at 1900; on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 

Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. T. L. Arm- 
strong, S. P Robinson, H. S. Pitts. 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Ward Devotionals— 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study— (Thursday in Chapel)— 
1800. 

L.D.S. (Mormon). Thursday at 1900; 
Chaplain Glen Y. Richards. 

Jewish : 

Chaplain Solomon S. Bernards. Ext. 261. 
Tuesday — (Chapel) — 1400. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Tuesday from 0800 to 1500. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send In names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not repre- 
sented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 




Chaplain 9 s Corner 

Swearing 

Every now and then one of the boys, after using a damn or h >n 
one of the other little three or four-letter words several times ' * 

sentence, will explain: “It’s a habit with me, I can’t help it ’’ " ° nff 

You don’t need to call him a liar when he tells you that for k - 
liar and you know it and so does he. ’ ° r he ls * 

That same fellow may be among nice girls who don’t like diJ* 
language, and he’ll never use an off-color word. He doesn’t haveM 
He doesn’t do it. 

I suppose there are occasions when a good healthy burst of blue flam 
seems to be in order. When a man smashes his thumb he would rind'd 
wholly unsatisfactory to say, “Oh, fudge!’’ The pain in the thumb 
seems to be soothed somewhat if he can wrap ft round with blisterin 
language. I’m not talking so much of occasions of real provocation 
though, even on such occasions I can imagine a saint (and wfct 
shouldn’t there be a few saints in uniform) saying a prayer instead 
“Lord, Jesus, I suffer this pain in union with the terrible pain you 
had when the nails drilled through your hands.” 

But what’s the use of all this “damning” and “helling 
until it gets to be such a habit that it ctoesn’t mean a thing. Swearing 
doesn’t prove you’re smart because it’s the kind of. language the 
cheapest of cheap moochers uses much more effectively than you do 
It certainly isn’t fresh and original, because swearing is so old that 
Joan of Arc used to call the English soldiers the “goddamns.” She 
heard them say it so often that she thought that was their name. 

Swearing doesn’t prove you are a he-man, any more than dirty ears 
or dirty teeth would argue you are a he-man. Swearing doesn’t prove 
anything except that a lot of men have gotten into the habit of using 
words which do not require any thinking, any imagination, anything 
at all except a coarse tongue and a complete disregard for God’s law. 

God gave you your tongue for something else than cursing every- 
thing and everybody in sight. God really didn’t give it to you to go 
around inviting everybody and everything to “go to hell:” 

It’s grand to see a marine in a spick and span uniform, with rifle 
polished, buttons shining and with speech that is as clean and fresh 
and wholesome as his uniform and his equipment. 

And it’s sad to see a marine or sailor who is absolutely spotless in 
uniform and who would not tolerate a bit of rust in the' barrel of 
his rifle and yet whose mouth is so foul and dirty that it pours out 
a constant stream of language that would make his mother doubt that 
this was her boy. 

How about a little campaign with yourself for decent talk? The 
good God would be mightily pleased. He must be somewhat tired ok 
hearing His sons talking a language that would make an angel a devil 
— and certainly a good woman blush. 

Chaplain Robert J. Cronin. • 


Nurses 9 Notes 


Let’s continue the Pen Picture 
of Lt. (jg) Elizabeth Miller of 
our Diet Kitchen, which was 
started a week or so ago. She 
highly praised the Navy’s two 
semester Dietetic course and re- 
marked how valuable it would be 
in post-war occupations. As an 
integral part of the course was the 
planning of formal lunches where 
the president of the university, 
Captain Sue Danser, and Admiral 
McIntyre, Surgeon General of the 
Navy, were distinguished guests. 

Miss Miller served as Dietitian 
on the Fleet Hospital Ship U.S.S. 
Relief for 14 months where she, 
two cooks and two corpsmen pre- 
pared special diets. Did you know 
that a Hospital Ship has five gal- 
leys? — Each run independently of 
the other? There is the General 
Mess Galley, the Officers’, the 
Nurses’, the Chiefs’, and the Spe- 
cial Diet Kitchen. 

Miss Miller told of the interest- 
ing life aboard ship in the Central 
and South Pacific, where the U.S.S. 


Relief acted as fleet hospital- ship 
in newly-acquired atolls where 
there were no medical facilities 
ashore. 

Miss Miller is happy for her ex- 
perience. knowing she did her part 
toward aiding the wounded who. 
at last, found help and all possible 
comfort aboard the U.S.S. Relief. 

Promotions: 

Congratulations to Lieut, (jg) 
Mary F. Bosco and Lieut, (jg) Eva 
Wolfe, formerly attached to this 
hospital. They have recently been 
promoted to full lieutenants. 

Arriving: 

Welcome to all the new Navy 
Nurses who are beginning to ar- 
rive and who will continue* to ar- 
rive during the month of Decem- 
ber. We also extend this greeting 
to all the nurses transferred from 
other stations ... We are happy 
to have you with us. 


No U-all 


Southern Street Sign: 

Turn. 

* * * 

Mother: Where do bad lid' 1 ’ 
girls go? 

Babs: Oh, everywhere. 
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Marine Officer Displays Collection 
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off the Bookshelf 

There is no telling where you 
may find yourself these days, if 
it s onlv back home. For an over- 
all view of the globe, we suggest 
Raiszs Atlas of Global Geography, 
which gives a plane’s eye view of 
the world. Bv way of background 
.for what you see, you might consult 
the Historical Atlas; 5700 Years of 
World History. It your interests 
include planning world strategy, 
the Library has several good war 
atlases. 

If you would like to regain some 
of our illusions about the South 
Seas, you will enjoy Osa Johnson's 
Bride in the Solomons. The John- 
sons’ purpose in going there was 
for a film record of cannibals eat- 
ing human flesh — they got the film. 
Daniel’s Islands of the East Indies 
is a very informative book on cli- 
mate, health, mountains, and riv- 
ers in New Guinea, Java, Sumatra, 
and other nearby islands. 

Another book in much the same 
field is Lasker’s Peoples of South- 
east Asia, a guide to the ways of 
life of the Malays, Indonesians, 
Filipinos, and other peoples of the 
Asiatic tropics. 

v South and Central America will 
no doubt be the usual places for 
week-ends, when planes are as 
common as automobiles. In the 
meantime, it will probably be eas- 
ier to read Cooke’s Brazil on the 
March and Wilson’s Middle Amer- 
ica. which includes some of those 
places. 

Library Hours: 0800 to 2100; 
Sundays, 1200 to 2100. 
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Boilermakers' Union 
Gives Fight Tickets 

For the past two years 50 pa- 
tients from Oak Knoll have been 
attending the Wednesday night 
fights in the Oakland Auditorium 
as the guests of Boilermakers’ 
Union Local 39. Transportation 
has been provided by the ever- 
. faithful American Women’s Vol- 
unteer Services. 

While at the fights, refreshments 
arc also paid for by the union. In 
addition this group contributed to 
the swimming pool fund and pro- 
vided instruments for the station 
orchestra. 

Thanks for these large-scale 
morale -boosting services are espe- 
i! a . y due to the Boilermakers’ 
umon President, Jack Crowe, and 
other officials, Owen Birch 
and Edward Ryan. 

Patients interested in attending 
Sjf P°P ular Wednesday night 

- us may sign up at Welfare Rec- 

Building t0PSide ’ Ship ’ s Service 



At top, full view, and below, a close-up of collection 



With the cigarette shortage be- 
coming so acute that women have 
even invaded man’s secret field, the 
fine art of pipe-smoking, things 
are really getting tough. Whether 
pipe-smoking has been taken up 
surreptitiously here by the gals is 
not known, but it is always a 
possibility. Because of the short- 
age, you often hear the words, 
“The Red Cross has plenty of ciga- 
rettes,” and we wish to clarify the 
situation in regard to them. 

First, who may have Red Cross 
cigarettes? Any patient financially 
unable to buy, or whose disabil- 
ity prevents him from being able 
to purchase them, is entitled to 
these cigarettes. The cigarettes are 


purchased by the Red Cross tax- 
free, and for that reason are to be 
distributed only to patients under 
government care. They are not for 
staff members, doctors, nurses and 
corpsmen. 

And how do you get these ciga- 
rettes? They are ordered by your 
ward nurse, who may call the Red 
Cross Recreation Office to place 
her order. No cigarettes are given 
out at the Red Cross Storeroom 
to individual patients. 

For patient drafts to other Na- 
val hospitals all over the country, 
we attempt to supply, from our 
own stocks, one package per man 
per day. However, at times it has 
been impossible to have enough on 
hand for such a large distribution. 


He: I’m a bank examiner. 
She: Well, I’m no bank. 


Value of Objects 
Set at $40,000 

In the basement of BOQ, spread 
out on shelves covering one entire 
wall, is a collection of shells of 
vivid natural beauty and great 
scientific value, tropical woods, 
idols, and many other articles of 
historical significance and skill- 
ful craftsmanship. The appraised 
value of the collection is $40,000. 

Gathered From Everywhere 

This collection is the possession 
of Chief Warrant Officer C. B. 
Branson, USMC, now stationed at 
Oak Knoll, and was gathered by 
him in many parts of the world. 
Puerto Rico, Nicaragua, China, 
Japan, Santo Domingo, Haiti, the 
South Pacific — all are represented 
in this treasure of oriental and 
tropical cultures. 

There is lava from Mauna Kea 
and Mauna Loa, including fire balls 
which Hawaiian legend say were 
thrown by the fire goddess, Pele, 
when angry. There is a model sail- 
ing ship over one hundred years 
old. There is the coat of arms from 
the throne of King Kalakaua I and 
Queen Liliuokalani’s personal 
drinking gourd and wine glasses. 

Shells From Smallest to Largest 

The shell collection has shells no 
larger than the head of a pin to the 
giant Tridacna Gigas which weighs 
189 pounds, the largest known shell 
in the world. Mr. Branson dis- 
lodged this shell, which weighs 
over three hundred pounds when 
alive, by putting a rope around it 
and dragging it loose with a Jeep. 
These shells can and do kill div- 
ers who get caught in them. 

Countless specimens are repre- 
sented among the shells, includ- 
ing the Conus, Murex, Ranella, 
Strombus, Astrea, Mitra, Cypraea, 
Nautilus and Terebra families. 
There is the Columbrarium Pa- 
goda, a rate shell from Japan, and 
the Harpa Articularis and Conus 
Geographus, which are poisonous 
and have been known to kill men 
with their sting. 

The vivid beauty and delicate 
coloring of these tropical shells 
cannot be visualized by those who 
have not seen them. All in all, 
it is a collection of great beauty 
historical significance, and value. 
Mr. Branson intends eventually to 
donate it to some school. 

The collection will remain in 
BOQ for some time, and anyone 
interested in seeing it may con- 
tact Mr. Branson. 


NOTICE! 

Will the person who borrowed ; 
black Esterbrook “Shorthand” pen 
pen point No. 1555, please returr 
it to the owner, J. D. Green, Y2e 
Ward 48B. 
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CpI. Janie, Oakland Marine, Honored 

' r or 13th m R 0w 

Ex-Fighter Stars 
In Guam Action 


One of Oak Knoll’s most distin- 
guished guests is Cpl. Michael M. 
(Kayo) Janie, five feet and three 
inches of marine dynamite and 
probable winner of the Congres- 
sional Medal of Honor. The pic- 
ture on this page is our staff artist’s 
conception of Janie in a pose remi- 
niscent of the days when he was 
a contender for the bantamweight 
title. 

It was on July 27 on Guam that 
the action for which Cpl. Janie 
will receive the Nation’s highest 
honor took place. Nicked by three 
bullets and fighting a 103 fever, 
he crawled across a Shot-swept 
valley right up to the Jap positions, 
picked up two wounded marines 
and, disposing of three Japs in the 
process with his tommy gun, car- 
ried them to safety. 

A patient at Oak Knoll now with 
Dengue Fever, before the war 
Janie was prominent in fistic cir- 
cles. He participated in 210 fights, 
losing only six. He holds the 
world’s record for the quickest 
knockout — 2 seconds. He was as- 
sociated with Max and Buddy Baer 
for 16 years and is a licensed fight 
manager. 

In the Third Marine Corps he 
was in charge of the Division Box- 
ing under Major Torrance, and is 
in addition a Judo expert. 

Cpl. Janie amiably agrees that 
it is good to be home but says 
that he definitely wants another 
crack at the Japs — which is bad 
news for Nippon’s little men. 

A native of Oakland, Calif., Cpl. 
Janie is at present making talks 
in the Bay Area for the Marine 
Corps. 


Loans Available Now 
For Discharged Men 

Discharged servicemen need not 
wait until the end of the war to 
apply for loans for the purchase 
or construction of homes, farms, 
and business properties, under the 
“G. I. Bill of Rights.” 

A digest of the provisions of the 
bill, as prepared by the Civil Re- 
adjustment Office of the Eleventh 
Naval District, reads: 

‘‘Any person who serves in ac- 
tive military service of the United 
States on or after Sept. 16, 1940, 
and prior to the termination of the 
war, and released under other than 
dishonorable conditions, alter serv- 
ice of 90 days or more, or if dis- 
charged by reason of injury in 
service in line of duty with less 
than 90 days’ service, shall be en- 
titled to loans for the purchase or 
construction of home, farm or pub- 
lic business.” 



Cpl. Michael M. Janie 


Nurses Runners-up 
In Softball League 

The nurses completed a very 
successful softball season on Tues- 
day, November 28, when they 
swamped Montgomery Ward, 11-1, 
to clinch the runner-up position 
in the Oakland Industrial Athletic 
Association. Play Haven took the 
title in the league, having beaten 
our girls, 6-1, the previous day. 

Oak Knoll’s nurses can boast of 
a season record of 10 wins and 2 
losses, having beaten handily every 


other nurse aggregation in the 
Bay Area. Lusty batting, tight 
pitching and infield play, and real 
spirit have featured their play all 
season. 

Nathan Balin, HAlc, is coach for 
the team and their record is a 
tribute to his skill in welding to- 
gether a strong team. 


After all, the Constitution grants 
every guy the right to life, lib- 
erty and the pursuit of happiness, 
thought the sailor as he chased her 
down another block. 


THE CHIEF 
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'You don't think I LIKE to see you work, do you?" 


Oak Knoll waited until the la . 
two minutes of play before over* 
coming a three-point lead to no " 
out the Oakland Army Air Ba^ 
33 to 32., on Castlmont’s plywood 
floor, November 30. 

For the first time this season 
Oak Knoll reverted to a defensive 
system, with hair-raising results 
The boys could easily be called the 
Oak Knoll “cripples,” for most 
them either have a leg injury or 
are on drafts. 

From the start until the last two 
minutes the Army flyers clung to 
a two or three-point lead. Just 
when it appeared that they might 
make a runaway of the contest in 
the final stanza, Blakely began to 
get hot with his long shots to 
keep them within reaching dis- 
tance. With forty seconds remain- 
ing Gee took a routine pass from 
Hunstad and picked off a neat field 
goal to give Oak Knoll the lean 
for the first time and the ball game. 

Oak Knoll’s tight defense kept 
the flyers bottled up under the bas- 
ket while they themselves pre- 
ferred set shots for their offensive 
system. 

This was the final exhibition 
game before the season’s play in 
the Twelfth Naval District’s B & C 
league competition. Out of 13 
games played Oak Knoll came out 
victorious 13 times, which isn’t 
an exactly unimpressive record to 
begin with. 


Oak Knoll 
Jones, f 
Brown, f 
Blakely, c 
Gee. g 
Hunstad, g 
Lather, f 
Border, g 

Totals 


FG FT 
3 2 


1 

4 

4 

2 

0 

0 

14 


A A Base FG 
Jelica c 
Brown, f 
Chandois, c 5 
Jackson, g 4 
Johnstone, g 3 
Brown, f 
Moore, g 


Totals 


14 


Cartoonist Cops Caboose 
For Continental Crossing 

The Oak Leaf mourns the ab- 
sence of its art editor and* cartoon- 
ist, J. A. Penberthy. The lucfc? 
boy is probably at this very min- 
ute lounging around in snowy 
York, thinking, none too longinPJ 
of old Oak Knoll in sunny Cali- 
fornia. 

Unfortunately, for him, the trip 
is not strictly one of pleasure. ^ 
is on duty, and his prime purpos 
is to deliver a draft of P at * en __ 
the naval hospital at Samps? 
N. Y. 

Penberthy is one of those persiW 
who seldom does today w a D Jy 
can put off until tomorrow- • 
haps that was why he didn 
any too much of his schedule 
work finished ahead of time.^^ 
any rate, he certainly was a 
little man for a few days b®® 
he left, trying to get far eno ^ 
ahead in his work to last un 
returned. 

The Oak Leaf staff doesn't. s ‘ 
to miss him so much at the o ' 
Harry’s bar, on the othei 
coom thfi same without 
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Larry Adler Is 
Morale Booster 
On Harmonica 

Larry Adler, the world’s great- 
est harmonica virtuoso, gave a solo 
concert at the auditorium' on Fri- 
day. December 8. 

Mr. Adler started his program 
with -a startlingly potent arrange- 
ment of the ever popular "Begin 
the Beguine.” He won the full 
attention of the audience at once. 
The second selection was Beetho- 
ven’s Minuet in G, which was un- 
usually well received. 

Is Good Showman 

His ability to cope with the diffi- 
culties that often arise in the enter- 
tainment business was proved 
when the microphone That he was 
using went dead. He is a splendid 
comedian as his droll actions with 
the microphone and the camera- 
man illustrated. 

When asked how many would 
like to hear classical works and 
how many popular it was surpris- 
ing to find the response of the 
audience very nearly the same for 
both. However, he explained, it 
would have made no difference, 
because he had already decided to 
play the Gavotte in E Major by 
Bach. 

• • 

Plays Own Composition 

Usually Mr. Adler has an accom- 
panist to play a piano background, 
but he was all by himself here. 
Again he was equal to the situa- 
tion. He sat down at the piano and 
accompanied himself with his left 
hand as he played the harmonica 
with his right.. Ravel’s Bolero and 
his own composition, “Hand to 


- ? 




•t 
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! 
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Larry Chats With Normandy Veteran 



Norman G. Jensen, RM3c, whose ship hit mines off Normandy, is visited by 
his mother, Larry Adler, and Miss Borkland, Red Cross worker. 


Red Cross Assures Yule Atmosphere, 
Sponsors Ward Decorating Contest 


Christmas plans for Oak Knoll 
are in full swing, and the com- 
pound should be quite a sight when 
all the decorations are up. The 


Mr ‘ Adler accompanies himself. 


Mouth Boogie” were probably the 
most difficult works that he played 
using both instruments. 

Shortly after the show in the 
auditorium Mr. Adler went to 
wards 41A and 42A where he 
played request numbers. Evidently 
this was his day to have micro- 
phone trouble, because the port- 
able that was to be used in the 
wards did not work at all until he 
was almost finished. 

Every year Larry Adler and 
Paul Draper (noted ballet artist) 
tour the country together. Most of 
Larry’s work now is concert. He 
has played with the New York and 
Cleveland symphony orchestras. 
As a matter of fact, he was in San 
Francisco for the express purpose 
of playing with the San Francisco 
Philharmonic. 


Red Cross is supervising a ward 
decorating contest between all the 
hospital wards. The Veterans Hos- 
pital Christmas Committee, a 
group which operates on funds con- 
tributed by individuals and local 
organizations, has supplied all the 
materials for ward decorations, 
which will consist of posters, a tree 
and decorations, wreaths, boughs, 
pine cones, etc. The nurse in charge 
receives the decorations and every- 
one on the ward, both patients and 
staff, may participate in decorating 
the ward. 

On Saturday, December 16th, the 
Red Cross will check each ward 
entering the contest to see if it has 
been decorated. If not, the ward 
will be disqualified from the con- 
test, and the Veterans Hospital 
Committee will decorate on Sun- 
day. The judging will take place 
on Monday, December 18th. Pub- 
licity in the Oak Leaf , plus a pic- 
ture printed for each patient and 
each staff member of the ward will 
be the prize for the winning ward. 


Parties, Events 
Are Scheduled 
For Christmas 

So that everyone’s Christmas 
shall be merry, the Recreational 
Department is providing numerous 
seasonal activities for both patients 
and staff. As was the case last 
year, parties are scheduled for 
every ward, with ward shows on 
Christmas day. 

Big Dinner on 25th 

The food alone is almost incen- 
tive enough for everyone looking 
forward to December 25th with 
joyful eyes. Lt. Ball has prepared 
everything from shrimp cocktail 
on down the line, and there isn’t 
a restaurant in the area to compare 
with what our “Cafe Chowhouse” 
has to offer, and just think, it’s all 
free. 

Topping the list of Yuletide ac- 
tivities is Captain Dearing’s party 
at the Club House on December 
24th. 

The Christmas show will be held 
on December 21st, and is the same 
troupe which traveled to the vari- 
ous camps, in this locality last 
Christmas, which is to say, it will 
be a wonderful show. Then comes 
the dance for patients and staff on 
the 22nd, followed by “Open 
House” Christmas eve. 

Tickets for East-West Game 

For the football enthusiasts who 
have been getting football tickets 
lor local games this season, good 
news!. There will be over 200 
tickets for the Shrine East-West 
game at Kezar Stadium New Year’s 
day. 

A special note of thanks should 
be forthcoming to Lt. Carey and 
his staff of 50 workers who have 
given so much time and effort to 
make this Christmas the best in the 
way of fun and relaxation. Through 
their tireless work this should be 
one of the “Merriest Christmases” 
one could possibly spend away 
from home. 


NOTICE 

Any Service lyian or Woma 
desiring a visit from membe: 
oi the Veterans of Foreign Wa: 
of the United States or the 
Auxiliary , may telephone tl 
headquarters for the Dislric 
Piedmont GG55. 
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• The Fourth War Year 

As we enter the fourth year of the war, there is a grim sort of 
humor in recalling \\ illiani Randolph Hearst’s blithe prediction 
the day a Her Pearl Harbor that we would mop up the Japs in 
six months or less. There is even a wry smile in the spectacle of 
the national guessing game of last September as to whether the 
Nazis would be whipped by November 1st. Truly, we Americans 
are a hopeful, cheerful people. 

Wliat is the present state of the war ? The Germans resist 
desperately with the war entering their homeland, and allied gains 
are measured in yards rather than miles. The Japs show every 
sign of fighting to the last man all the way to Tokyo. Civil war 
flares in Greece and British soldiers are forced into the unenviable 
role of firing upon a population they only recently freed from 
the German voke. 

On the civilian front, there is reported a shortage of defense 
workers with thousands getting those “postwar” jobs before it 
is too late. Bond sales lag in some areas and there is a shortage of 
ammunition on the western front. 

Got a prediction handy, mate? Will we beat the Nazis by 
Easter? Will the war be over in 1945? Sure, we’ll win the war 
eventually, but better buy a few more bonds just to he sure. 


Corps School Sponsors Intravenous Therapy 



Miss Wilhelm supervises demonstration of technique. 


Corpsmen and Corpswaves at- 
tending classes here are taking 
Intravenous Therapy as part of 
their indoctrination course. The 
procedure was initiated at the 
order of Dr. Snell and is super- 
vised by Miss Wilhelm, Lt. (jg) 
NNC, with three other nurses as- 
sisting. Before attempting the pro- 
cedure, the students hear Dr. Dyke 
give a talk on the subject. 

Approximately 150 newly ar- 


rived students are instructed in the 
technique every three weeks, and 
so far the sole casualty has been 
one corpsman who fainted. The 
reason for the program is its vital 
importance in the administration 
of plasma on the battlefield. 

Possibly the only Navy hospital 
to teach this procedure to all ar- 
riving corpsmen Oak Knoll con- 
tinues to justify its reputation as 
one of the Navy’s best hospitals. 
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Chaplain’ s Corner 



Remember Pearl Harbor! 


On December 7th, 1941, a spontaneous cry burst forth jY J 
lips of red-blooded Americans: “Remember Pearl Harbor” p°^.f 

Amprif'fin hlnnrl hnrl hppn shod in tho tronohomne 


the 




“f" — * tan ndrDor. Precil 

American blood had been shed in the treacherous Japanese attack ^ U * 
our great naval base. From the throats of heroes who had seen 
shipmates blown to bits or charred beyond recognition, from the he! 
of bereaved mothers and widows, came the challenge- “RemJwl 
Pearl Harbor.” 


As a nation during the past three years we have remembered rj 
Harbor. Our fleet has accomplished the impossible in the Coral gfe 
at Midway, and in a thousand and one other brilliant naval eneaafc 
ments, while the Marine Corps has covered itself with glory at Guadhj 
canal, Tarawa, Saipan, and Guam. The Army has fought gallantly * 
a thousand fronts. And at home the battle of the production and 
assembly lines has been waged long and earnestly. 

Today, as reverently we remember our honored dead, we know 
that the pathway to victory will not be.an easy one. The white crosses 
on the graves of our shipmates remind us of that fact. Our comrades 
with broken bodies and shattered nerves, lying on beds of pain in our 
great military and naval hospitals, testify to the awful cost of modern 
warfare. The broken-hearted gold star mothers and fathers, the 
widows, and the fatherless, speak to us in a language that cannot be 
misunderstood. 

SHIPMATES, COMRADES, AND BROTHERS IN THE STRIPE, 
may we keep faith with those who have given that last full measure 
of devotion. The Faith of our Fathers, which led the pilgrims to 
Plymouth Rock, which nourished our forefathers in the dark days of 
Valley Forge, and which inspired the pioneers as they cleared the l! 1 
wilderness and built their homes, schools, and churches, is still living 
today. Let us, looking unto the Author and Finisher of our Faith, jua 
with patience the race that is set before us. 

Chaplain Charles Dana Chrisman 



Dear Editor: 

It seems to me that some provi- 
sion should be made for instruc- 
tion in the art of skating, both on 
ice and wood. I just can’t seem to 
stay on my feet. Now I realize that 
that is nothing unusual, but that 
is just the point. How do you ex- 
pect anyone to be able to come 
back from liberty unscarred when 
you do not prepare them for the 
perils that they are likely to meet 
on the outside? 

I am a WAVE, and I feel that it 
is all the worse for the WAVEs. 
Men can go skating and fall down 
all over the place, no one even 
notices them; but not us. If we 
fall down it isn’t long before every 
man present has turned his atten- 
tion our way. You have no idea 
how disturbing it can be. 

Then too there is the problem of 
splinters. Have you ever had a 
splinter — never mind that — well, 
anyway, they are not the pleasant- 
est things to pick up. 

I might add that if you are 
thinking of suggesting ice skating, 
that’s no good. I fall down twice 
as much on ice as I do on wood. 

What am I to do? 

Desperately yours, 

IVA SOREBOTTOM. 


Red Cross News 


Some of the newest Red Cro& 
services available at this hospital 
are for relatives of critical pa- 
tients. There are now two bed-% 1 , 
rooms, each with twin beds and a 
crib, that are for the use of rela- 
tives who come here in emerge®r 
cies and have no living arrange 
ments elsewhere. The Red Cros- 
wires the families about the bed- 
rooms and meets them at the trafe. 
While the relatives are here, the? 1 
are driven to a restaurant every 
day at noon. The social workers o 
the critical patient's ward help the 
family to find other living .quarter 
after a few days, and talk to t fajjj 
about any difficulties that nia? 
arise. 

The two bedrooms have b eefr $ | 
open since August, and there have 
been about eighty guests who have 
stayed on the average of four days 
each. There are plans to have W? 
more bedrooms opened latei as 
is not always possible to meet 
the requests for this service, | ; 


r Miss Sorebottom: 
s far as your difficulties JJ* 
ing on wood are concerned ** 
afraid you're stuck with * 
get the point, 
egarding your ttiknS ’ 
le ice skating, we don t see 
could spoil your fun as * 
g that is kept on ice will , 

1. 

found . ht 

im of money on Sunday 
ember 1#. If the ownj ^ 
tify the amount of , 

'oximate location. 

<ev Castner, Extension U»‘- 
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Oak Knoll's Physical Medicine Department One of Nat/on s Finest 






Lt Grunsky watches as patient uses shoulder wheel to get more circumduction 
in the shoulder joint while scapula is stabilized. 


Norma Entrikin directs patient in exercise to strengthen abdominal muscles 

and stretch back muscles. 



Patient with multiple shell fragment wound of forearm and hand receives massage 

from Wave Aliph Carl. 


Technician Geraldine Faber assists patient to get more forward flexion with the 

use of overhead pulley. 


The Department of Physical 
Medicine, located in .Building 2, 
gives over a thousand treatments a 
day to some 250 patients and is 
perhaps the busiest place on the 
Compound. Lt. E. Howard Fratick 
(MC.) USNR, heads this depart- 
ment. 

Physical Medicine is the use of 
physical agents in the manage- 
ment of certain conditions and em- 
ploys heat, light, massage, and 
exercises. Its function, in the 
words of Dr. ‘Fralick, is to assist 
medicine and surgery in the job 
of helping the patient to more 
rapidly regain maximum function 
possible of injured and diseased 
parts It is paramount that an in- 
jured man be properly instructed, 
encouraged, and interested at the 
earliest possible time to actively 
develop greater joint motion, 


muscle power, coordination and 
self-confidence. In few fields of 
treatment does so much depend 
upon the patient. Physical medi- 
cine may serve as one of many 
signposts on the long road to re- 
covery, but maximum success 
hinges finally on how much the 
individual is willing to invest in 
his immediate and future well- 
being. This is many times the dif- 
ference between settling for 50 per 
cent, 75 per cent, or nearly 100 
per cent of normal function. Recov- 
ery to productive activity, be it 
military or civil, cannot be ac- 
quired overnight. From the stand- 
point of physical medicine max- 
imum recovery is an individual 
problem which demands careful 
guidance, hard and consistent 
work, and a “will-to-win” spirit. 

Lt. Eugenia Grunsky, a regis- 


tered Physical Therapy Techni- 
cian, supervises procedure and the 
instruction of the Corpswaves and 
Corpsmen. 

Lt. (jg) Rosemary Thompson 
expertly heads a staff of two Nurse 
Ensigns and two Cadet Nurses in 
addition to 40 Corpswaves and 
Corpsmen, and also supervises and 
instructs in Fever Therapy. 

In addition to the application of 
heat, massage, and exercises for 
the patients individually, this de- 
partment has further figured ac- 
tively in the convalescent training 
program, with the administration 
of corrective and developmental 
exercise classes for faulty posture, 
fractured backs, painful feet, and 
unstable knees. Until the recent 
arrival of members of the special- 
ist corps, exercises on the wards 


were also handled by this depart- 
ment. 

“This hospital is extremely for- 
tunate in having a department of 
Physical Medicine whose facilities 
are second to none,” says Dr. Fra- 
lick. “This was made possible 
largely through the understanding 
and interested leadership of Cap- 
tain Hook and Captain Dearing anti 
through the tireless efforts of Dr. 
L. B. Newman.” 

Physical Therapy treatments are 
integrated into only a small por- 
tion of the total treatment which 
a man on the sick list may receive 
and in addition to strictly surgical 
or medical care developmental ac- 
tivities may be continued in Occu- 
pational Therapy, the swimming 
pool, or through the hospital’s 
graduated athletic program as the 
patient progresses. 
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Basketball Teams Chalk Up Three Wins, 
Drop One, As League Season Opens 


r The basketball heroes of Oak 
Knoll did quite nicely for them- 
selves by winning three out of four 
games played in the “B” and “C” 
District leagues between December 
4th and 8th. The “C” charges took 
it upon themselves to show one 
and all that they were capable of 
winning two types of games; by 
first defeating San Leandro in a 
hair raiser, 45 to 44, then swamp- 
ing the University of California’s 
Medical Research Unit 53 to 19. 
On the other hand, the “Busy Bees” 
met an ill fate by dropping their 
first league game of the season to 
U. S. Auxiliary Air Station of Oak- 
land, 54 to 41, and then apologized 
by trimming Hunters Point 49 to 
31. 

The “Sea” team battled from 
behind to defeat the “Cloud- 
busters” of San Leandro in a thrill 
packed game, which saw the lead 
change hands at least a dozen 
times. With the score 17 all at half 
time both teams pepped up the 
tempo, as San Leandro forged 
ahead with a 39 to 31 lead with 7 
minutes remaining. Then the boys 
got hot, especially brother Hume 
who scored 15 points, and victory 
was ours. What they did to the 
“rah-rah” boys of the U. of Calif, 
shouldn’t have happened to boys 
so young, but did. “Ace” Balin’s 
set shots were as certain as taxes, 
for he personally scored 20 points, 
one more than the Medical boys 
could muster. 

The “Busy Bees” found 13 most 
unlucky, and after winning their 
first 12 contests finally tasted the 
bitter pill of defeat from the Aux- 
iliary Air Station. Even though 
“Dead Eye” Blakey was dead right. 



Ammon sinks a push-in. 

scoring 20 points, it wasn’t enough 
to stem the tide of defeat, which 
was apparent from the gun. 

They again hit their winning 
ways by defeating Hunters Point 
in San Francisco. They must have 
received inspiration from the at- 
tendance at the game, the first 
time this year, because they never 
were behind at any time. While the 
crowd would never fill “Yankee 
Stadium,” it was most appreciative 
and supplied the boys with some 
incentive. “Deacon” Jones, who 
replaced “Skinhead” Segale at for- 
ward, the latter having gone by-by, 
did most of the scoring, totaling 19 
big points. One of the sailors for 
Hunters Point was Kenny Sailors, 
All-American from Wyoming, but 
Hunstad and Gee did a fine job of 
keeping Kenneth quite at bay. 


Saturday. 16 December, j fM , 


Scuttlebutt 


Corpsmeo in Laboratory think 
Helen Weigel has the cutest ears 
. . . especially Jarolmek ... Do 
you want to meet some SKAGs? 

. . . Ask him . . . 

Dorothy Wheat passed the tra- 
ditional box of candy around in j 
bacteriology recently . . . 

Evidently Texas was a little put j 
out by the note she received from j 
a friend ... By the way, Tex, did 
you take the aspirins? . . . 

Miller meets his girl friend in , 
the oddest places . . . 

Mary Wynne would like to be] 
introduced to the two fellows who 
meet her every night in front of 
62A . . . 

My, my, how those Fountain 
girls and the MAA boys do get 
on . . . 

Hahn came limping to work the 
other day with a severe case of 
Sacarthrogenetictelalgia . . . 
claimed it was “heart” trouble . . . 

Have you been invited to those 
scrambled egg parties at the pool? 

Waves Entriken, Pennington, 
Josephson, and Grimm were a little 
early at the opera last week . . . 
one week early . . . 

Latest style in Wave hats — Ice 
Packs . . . Alice Carter modeled 
one on a recent Sunday morning. 

Robert Giering hasn’t been of 
much use to Physio Therapy since 
he returned from that patient draft 
. . . Rugged duty, Mate? . . . 

What Gyrene doesn’t like to be 
called Mr. Callahan? . . . 

What weird tilings these girls 
can do with the Bull Durham the 
boys bring around . . . Better try 
pipes, Tappen and Foley . . . Like 
Porter, Wheeler and Josephson . . . 


Oak Knoll Tak es 
Bowling Title of 
Naval District 


Oak Knoll culminated ftiL 
nights of sensational bowline \ 
rolling a final 999 score to nah , J 
12lh Naval District BoSS* 
Championship, finishing with 
high total of 2873. The tournamJ 
a five man team series compos 
of twenty-six northern Califo^a 
Navy units, was held at Yerba 
Buena Navy receiving ship all™' 
Mare Island Navy Yard, who were 
defeated by Oak Knoll twice pre I 
viously, came in second. 

“Dad” Lindsey was as hot as a 
confederate dollar as he grabbed 
almost every individual trophy the 
District had to offer. He won the 
high singles with 9 223, and the 
high triple with a ’ 634, Chief 
Strouse wasn’t far behind, racking 
up a 600 high triple. None of the 
boys were exactly cold as Oak 
Knoll won every prize offered. 

The team was made up of C. V 
Winter, PhM3c (544); W. C. Hill 
MMlc (535); Lt W. E. Harris 
(560) ; W. L. Lindsey, HAlc (634), 
L. R. Strouse, CSK (600); C. Smith, 
and J. Peklewsky. 


Prince Albert is their favorite 
Pin-Up Boy ... 

Have you met The Little Mothers 
Club . . . Walters, Kirkpatrick, and 
Connor? 


PAGING BERNARD 

Is your first name Bernard? Do 
you know who the “Lookers” might 
be? Is Mrs. Downey a friend of 
yours? If you can answer yes to 
these questions, a surprise is wait- 
ing for you in the Chaplain’s Office. 


M OIPHY . . . . 


by Penberthy 



Misprint or Misspelled? 

Apologies to Lt. (jg) Pat Grover 
for the misspelling of her name in 
the December 2 issue. 


Air Evacuation Unit: 

A year or so ago two nurses from 
the Sampson Naval Hospital were 
sent to Bowman Field, Kentucky. 
Here they were given, as an experi- 
ment, a six weeks’ course in Air 
Evacuation activities along with 
Army Nurses. Still, it wasn’t until 
the present time that an actual Air 
Evacuation Unit composed of Navy 
Nurses was formed. This work has 
been nobly carried on by our 
Corpsmen, many of whom have re- 
ceived citations for meritorious 
service. . . . Three of our nuises 
were selected to comprise this first 
unit at the Naval Air Station, Ala- 
meda, California. We wish Ensigns 
W. T. Jennings, G. M. Jensen, and 


T. T. Redmond our best wishes on 
this pioneering venture for the 
Navy Nurse. 

Getting Married: 

Congratulations to Lt. (jg) 
Aileen Lima and Ensign Mary A. 
Stevens. 

On Temporary Duty from 

U. S.S. Relief: 

Lt. (jg) Pat Grover and Ens. 
Silvia Scherberger who both have 
had previous duty at Oak Knoll. 
We can’t forget our twins, Ensigns 
Noreen and Kareen Johnson who 
also reported aboard from the 
U.S.S. Relief for similar duty! 

Recently Detached: 

Lts. (jg) H. M. E. Linnenbruegge 
and E. E. Jacobi are to report to 
the Naval Air Station, New Or- 
leans. 

To Fleet Hospital No. 103: 

We’d like to wish the following 
nurses a “Bon Voyage” — we’ll miss 
you! Lt. (jg) R. V. Wilhelm, En- 
signs M. E. Monaghan, F. E. Os- 
borne, E. J. Reilly, E. G. Robinson, 
A. L. Shoop, H. J. Simonic, M. S. 
Yatchisin, S. M. Strickland, M. A. 
Viglia, R. L. MacGeorge, M. K. 
Lindgren, K. L. Lavis, H. A. Kosty- 
nick, M. J. Flunt, E. K. Foley, B. E. 
Harris, and M. C. Hatfield. 
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Christmas Greetings 
From 

The Skipper 

r T~'be Christmas trees are lashed to the tnain- 
top and jacks taffi in true Navy fashion. 
They symbolize the holiday season and the 
Commanding, Officer wishes it may be merry 
for all hands. To all members of the Staff a 
"Four-Oh” for a year of hard work. May 
the New Year bring happiness and a good 
cruise for everybody. 

A. H. Dearing. 



Captain A. H. Dearing 
Medical Officer in Command 










Lt. Cmdk. C. D. Chrisman 
Senior Chaplain 


A s we celebrate our fourth Christmas in the 
■d -L midst of war, it is with sincere joy and 
eternal hope that we approach the season. 
Above the din and strife, surmounting the 
sorrow and pain, overcoming the separation 
from home and loved ones, is heard the an- 
gelic message: " Fear not: for, behold, l bring 
you good tilings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the City of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ The Lord.'' . . . "And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and Saying: 
'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, 
peace, good will toward men.' " May God 
grant this message of comfort and peace find 
its way into every heart. 

Charles Dana Chrisman. 
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• Christmas at Oak Knoll 

I his isn t going to be the nicest Christmas you have ever had 
or will have. For one thing, Christmas more than any other holi- 
day should be spent with your family in your home and this 
hristmas finds you perhaps far from home. For another thing. 
n° 1 hristmas can really be merry that finds millions of our men 
fighting onvthe high seas and in the mud and the jungles all over 
the world. Bullets are no respecters of holidays. 

W it hin these limits, however, the hospital has done what it can 
to make the holiday a festive one. The decorations by the Veterans’ 
Christmas Committee to be seen all over the compound and in the 
wards lend a note of cheer. Welfare and Recreation, the Red Cross, 
and many outside organizations have pitched in to make your 
Christmas a pleasant if not memorable one. 

Oak Knoll wishes you a Merry Christmas and lias done every- 
thing within its power to make it so. 


Above: Captain Hearing presents certificates. Iielow: Winners pose for picture. 


Twenty-eight of the 400 civilians 
now employed at the U. S. Naval 
Hospital, Oakland, received Meri- 
torious Service awards Wednes- 
day, December 6 , in ceremonies 
conducted in the Oak Knoll amphi- 
theater. 

The certificates were awarded 
on the basis of length of service 
and attendance on the job. Of the 
group that received recognition 
three persons — Charles J. Heine- 
mann, foreman mechanic at the 
hospital, Mrs. Betty H. Jones, in 
charge of civilian personnel, and 
Bernard Garcia, gardener, have 
been members of the civilian staff 


at Oak Knoll since April, 1942. 
Others honored were: 

Margaret L. Amaral, Norma G. 
Bates, Edna R. Bourdase, Henry E. 
Bourdase, Jack E. Brewer, Edwin 
F. Buker, Della C. Dillon, John W. 
Eslinger, Bernard Garcia, William 
P. Gross, Arthur E. Hanke, Charles 
J. Heinemann, Louis V. Hernandez, 
Olga M. Hillestad, Mary R. Inberg, 
Betty H. Jones, Arthur G. Kerby, 
Helen T. Mulliken, Essie L. Mul- 
lins, Emma Neubauer, Merian B. 
Reil, Fred A. Robinson, Cayetano 
Rosario, Howard L. Royce, Hope 
N. Sink, Genevieve T. Smith, Eliz- 
abeth Tom, Francisco Valdez. 


Chaplain’ s Corner 


t t 


Who Interests You Most? 


Day after tomorrow is Christmas Day and our thoughts t.,r 
Babe at Bethlehem. In the time of God’s own choosing He h l ° 
His Son, Jesus Christ, and ever since that day men and worri ^ 
ever enlarging circle have kept it sacred to be remembered (H m 
it is — the birthday of the King of Kings. 

Fame is an elusive thing, and often defined in misleading 
The decades and centuries roll by and from time to time there 
from the rank and file of mankind the towering figure of a p ' leps 
man— one who centers in himself the attention of more than just^f 0 ' 15 
of his fellow men. Some of these men stand for all time as giC / ** 
Then, too, multitudes who are great are never known as famou^ 
“there is no limit to the amount of good a man can do if he d Y" 
care who gets the credit.” Looking back over the years that have g® 
by and become history, you cannot find a man who you think is tM 
great, who has not spent his life for some one else— some cause great 
than himself. You have seen it before, and it will continue to be true 
the selfish man or the selfish nation only succeeds in extinguishin 
itself. 

Jesus said, “He that findeth his own life shall lose it; and he that 
loseth his own life for my sake shall find it.” 

Chaplain Stewart *P, Robinson. 


Your attention and attendance are invited' to the regular serv- 
ices on Sunday, 24 December, and to the Christmas Day Sendees 
according to the regular Sunday schedule. 

There will also be a special Protestant Christmas Eve Sendee 
in the Chapel at 2200, 24 December. 



T hanks, Billy — T he Sailor 
Says It’s a Swell Present 

No, the beautiful things in life 
haven’t been destroyed, nor the 
goodness in human nature warped, 
by war. 

A few days ago an envelope was 
placed upon the Chaplain’s desk 
that demanded attention. It bore 
the unusual address, “To a Sailor, 
Oak Knoll Hospital, California,” 
obviously written by a young 
child. On the reverse side of the 
envelope it said merely, “from 
Billy King — 6 yrs. old.” Inclosed 
was 27 cents. There were two 
Christmas stamps, a gold star., and 
a brightly colored Santa Claus 
pasted on the envelope. 

It is wonderful to know that a 
l ttle boy of six years has already 
learned the joy of doing for others. 
We don’t know who Billy King is, 
but we do know what he is. 



Divine Services 


Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. 

Sunday Mass — 0630, 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass; Satur- 
days, at 1900; on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 

Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman. A. T. L. Arm- 
strong. S. P Robinson, H. S. Pitts. 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study — (Thursday in Chapel) — 
1800. 

L.D.S. (Mormon). Thursday at 1900; 
Chaplain Glen Y. Richards. 

Jewish: 

Chaplain Solomon S. Bernards. Ext. 261. 
Tuesday — (Chapel) — 1400. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Tuesday fxom 0800 to 1500. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain, 

The members of any faith not repre- 
sented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 


Christmas Eve will bring parties 
sponsored by the Red Cress to 
thirty wards on the compound, 
parties complete with a Santa 
Claus. Of course, how -the elderly 
gentleman from the North Pole 
will arrive is a secret only a few 
of the Red Cross gals know, and 
they are being rather cagey about 
giving out any information. But 
rest assured that he’ll be there /' 1 
along with refreshments aplenty, 
including (root) beer. 

In cases where there are only 
one or two bed patients in the 
ward, they will be moved, if possi- 
ble, to a* ward close by that is hav- 
ing a party. The parties will begin 
at 1830, and the entire Red Cross 
staff plus twenty or more volun- 
teer Red Cross workers will be on 
hand to assist in the distribution 
of favors and refreshments, nhwg 
helping with the games planned 
We can’t promise you Betty Oracle 
in your stocking, but we will t 
to make Christmas pleasant any- 
how. I 

On Christmas Day there will*# 

professional entertainment o 
every bed -patient ward, schea 
and escorted by Red Cross 
members. There will be the o\ 
se pa rate units of. entertaining 
each playing four to five ^ , 
The entertainers are from h _ 
theatres, night clubs, and - 
currently playing in Bay ^ ^ 
night spots. As in the * 
parties, where there are on *■ 
bed patients, those men " sec 
moved into another ward 

the show. *60 

So, for patients and start ^ 
must remain aboard du =• 
Christmas week-end, it * . 

the parties and enter nie r- 
planned will help to make 
rier Christmas. 
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Saturday, 23 December, 1H44 

Joe E. Brown Is 
One Man Show 
On Visit Here 

On Thursday, December 14, Joe 
E Brown gave a show here under 
the auspices of the USO Camp 
Shows Inc; 

The famous Joe E. has long been 
connected with what is oft referred 
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Off the Bookshelf 









. 


Joe E. Brown and patient Howard Mendez. 

1 to as the biggest opening in show 
business. That opening has become 
a definite part of American life. 
~ and is so universally known that 
anyone having a large mouth, is 
likely to hear many quips about his 
resemblance to Joe. 

Everyone laughed from the be- 
ginning of the one-man show until 
its end. Brown is an expert joke 
teller, and never fails to act out 
all of the characters that are in- 
cluded in his tales. Never for a 
moment did he let his act drag. 
Even when interrupted by a mem- 
ber of the audience his ad libbing 
■ ■■■•’ kept things going at a rapid pace. 

Joe’s show was necessarily short 
' as he had many other bases to hit 
before he was through for the day. 
What with his work on the USO 
circuits, and his radio program, he 
is a busy man. 

After leaving the auditorium Joe 
visited ward 63A to continue cheer- 
ing Oak Knoll patients. 

No one has put more 'effort into 
entertaining service men the world 
over, and even General MacArthur 
has paid him tribute for the work | 
he has done. 




If you have been wondering 
what’s behind the headlines about 
Italy, the Balkans, and several re- 
cently occupied countries, the 
Library has some good new books 
to answer your questions. 

The British have vetoed the pro- 
posed appointment of Count Carlo 
Sforza as Italian foreign minister, 
while the Americans think that the 
Italians should be allowed to form 
their own government. The Li- 
brary has a recently translated 
bock by Sforza, Contemporary 
Italy, which gives information that 
only a career diplomat would be in 
a position to know. 

If the Greek uprisings have you 
puzzled, and the Balkan states are 
something you could never quite 
unscramble, Leigh White’s Long 
Balkan Night will give you his per- 
sonal account of what he saw and 
what it meant. An authoritative 
explanation for the fall of France 
is to be found in Theodore 
Draper’s Six Weeks’ War, so that 
you can know instead of speculat- 
ing. 

The mistakes we made last time, 
when we won the war but lost the 
peace, could be repeated this time, 
if public opinion is not kept in- 
formed. Bailey’s Woodrow Wilson 
and the Lost Peace shews how the 
last failure occurred. Speaking of 
public opinion, the Library has 
George Gallup’s Guide to Public 
Opinion Polls. 

Some of the many speculations 
as to better living conditions in the 
postwar world are gathered to- 
gether in Miracles Ahead! by Car- 
lisle and Latham, which considers 
future possibilities in housing, 
household appliances, automobiles 
of the 1960’s, flying flivvers, tele- 
vision, radio, plastics, food, and 
medicine. One of the possibilities 


Dick Powell Brings 
Radio Show Here 
On Surprise Visit 

Dick Powell paid Oak Knoll 
surprise visit on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 9, bringing with him a show 
composed mainly of radio talent 
from his own national program 
The program belied its impromptu 
nature by turning out to be a 
smooth and entertaining melange 
of gags, music and song. 

Keynoting the whole show was 
Dick’s ebullient personality 
abetted by Lew Fulton, a scenario 
writer, who is also a better than 
average comic, and Arthur Bryan 
who is Dick’s usual foil on th- 
radio. Arthur and Dick wowed the 
auditorium with their “Train 
Caller” skit and their imitations. 

Sonia Shaw, a radio songstress 
who really should be seen as well 
as heard, sang “It Had to Be You, 
“I’ll Walk Alone,” and, appropri- 
ately, “White Christmas.” With 
Perry Botkin accompanying on the 
guitar, Dick warbled a ditty about 
“Mary.” 

Zalite and Paquita, fresh from 
Mexico City, were the hits of the 
show, she with her boogie-woogie 
and he with an eloquent violin. 

All in all, it was a refreshing 
evening for the GI’s, enhanced 
rather than handicapped by the 
fact that it was an unrehearsed and 
spontaneous effort. 


that may interest you is ships with- 
out crews. 

For Michiganders, the Library 
has two new books, Call It North 
Country; the Story of Upper Mich- 
igan, by Martin, and Lake Mich- 
igan , by Quaife. 

Library Hours: 0800 to 2100; 
Sundays, 1200 to 2100. 


High School Group Sings in Wards 




First Executive Officer 
Returns as Patient 

A distinguished pioneer of Oak, 
Knoll and its first Executive 
Officer has returned, this time in 
the role of patient. He is Captain 
vnflip K. Gilman (MC) USNR. i 
in ward 40A, where he recently I 
W ^« v * s ^ e< * by Governor Warren, 
•n >.^ n Ga Ptain Gilman came to 

r! l. D in Jul y of 1942 it was i 
th '9'bed hospital, a far cry from 
me huge plant of today. Mr. Gil- 
was transferred from Oak 
Knoll to the Office of Naval Officer 
Procurement in San Frahcisco. In 
addition to his Naval duties, he is 
Lha.rman of the Council of the 
* ornia Medical Association. 
m Z. Gilman’s son, Lt. Com- 

USNp er Phlhp Gilman - Jr - (MC) 
a - , J*’ B stationed at Oak Knoll 

70B haS Charge of wards 70 A. and 



The Elmhurst Junior High School entertain!, patients with Christmas Caro 


Mr. Montgomery 
Leaves to Take 
Post in Capital 

Oak Knoll loses one of its pio- 
neer officers with the departure of 
Lt. Commander Albert B. Mont- 
gomery for duty at the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery in Wash- 
ington, D. C. There was a golf tour- 



Lt. Commander Albert B. Montgomery. 


nament in progress when he first 
arrived, Mr. Montgomery says. 

Taking over in his position as 
Administrative Assistant here is 
Lt. G. H. Parker, who comes to us 
from duty in New Orleans. “I like 
this part of the country,” says Mr. 
Parker. “In fact, I began my naval 
career at Mare Island 24 years 
ago.” 

The compound regrets the de- 
parture of Lt. Commander Mont- 
gomery and wishes him the best of 
luck on his new assignment. 


Wave Group Visits One of 
Navy’s Newest Battleships 

Twenty-five Waves from Oak 
Knoll, with Lt. (jg) Nicholls in 
charge, visited the U.S.S. Missouri 
at Hunter’s Point on Wednesday, 
December d. The Missouri is one 
of the newest and most modern 
battlewagons in the fleet. The trip 
was organized by the Welfare and 
Recreation Department for the 
purpose of acquainting the girls 
with ships and the manifold types 
of equipment aboard. The trip was 
enjoyed by all. 


The old-fashioned gal wanted an 
all-day sucker. The modern miss 
wants one just for the evenings. 

$ & Jjc 

First WAVE — I said some foolish 
things to John last night. 

Second Same: Yes? 

First: That was one of them. 

* * * 

Then there was the absent- 
minded oil exec who sent his cor- 
respondence over to the golf club 
and went over to his secretary’s 
house and played around. 

$ J|: j;; 

It s very simple to explain why 
a woman has never been President 
of the United States, the sailor said 
in answer to a question. The Pres- 
ident has to be over 35. 
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Oak Knoll’s New Chorus Is 
Big Success in Bay Area 


Oak Knoll now has a Station 
Chorus which, although organized 
quite recently, has made a name 
for itself and has received many 
invitations to appear at outside 
functions. Miss Jane Evans, 
SpW3c, who works in the Chap- 
lains’ department, was largely re- 
sponsible for the organization of 
the group and is its present di- 
rector. In her task she has re- 
ceived the full cooperation of the 
Welfare and Recreation Depart- 
ment. 

The first appearance of this 
group, which numbers over thirty, 
was at the Officers’ Club on Decem- 
ber 2. They sang a selection of 
Navy and light opera tunes, and 
were an immediate hit. 

Their second appearance was at 
a Bond Rally in Oakland on De- 
cember 13 where, with five other 
choruses, they broadcast over sta- 
tions KLX, KLS and KROW. In 
the near future they are scheduled 
to make other appearances, includ- 
ing several in the Kaiser Ship- 
yards. 

“It is a very fine chorus,” says 
Miss Evans, “but we lose members 
all the time and are anxious to get 
more.” Both staff and patients are 
invited to come out for practice at 
noon on Mondays and Thursdays. 

The members of the Chorus are: 
Yvonne Benskin, Marty Emerick. 
Jo Grimm, Dorothy Keane, Bar- 
bara Means, Barbara Pennington, 
Emmylou Watson, Rosemary Con- 
ner, Norma Entrikin, Marjorie 
Josephson, Jean Perlini, Lillyan 
Reba, Martha Stein, Marian White, 
R. E. Gregory, Donald Becker, Wil- 
liam Appenfeller, James Evans, 
Max Forman, Kenny Fight, Peter 
Krasshell, E. Maag, C. Walker, 
Melvin Bird, Lawrence Gates, 
Arthur Hartung, Walter Conner. 
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Scuttlebutt 


Have you heard oi the “Suckers 
for Martha Club”? Patients in 
Physio do everything for Martha 
Benson from buying perfume for 
her in San Francisco to running 
errands to Ship’s Service. How 
does she do it? 

Loretta lleser and Blackie Welch 

have been going to the shows to- 
gether lately. ... It looks like the 
beginning of a beautiful friendship. 

Dottie Kiley and Lenore Gate 
had adventures on their horseback 
riding excursion. Dottie had trou- 
ble keeping her seat on the horse, 
but Lenore had trouble keeping 
her seat on anything the next day. 

Surgery 1 thinks that Penbertliy 
must have got his inspiration for 
“Moiphy” from looking at Myrtis 
E. Jones. 

A new romance in the making is 
that of Chief Page and First Class 
Barbara Moore (and we do mean 
first class). 

Is this the road to Minsk, com- 
rade? They say Harper goes there 
all the time. 


Sportscasting: 


etc. 


(All work and no play . 

. . . etc. . . .!) 

The nurses have made quite a 
name for themselves in the field of 
sports . . . Cheers from the side- 
lines for: 

Ensign Bethel Greene who leads 
the bowlers in the singles score . . . 
She has held this title for over 
three months with a 223 high mark. 

Ensign M. A, Hocking leads in 
the double and triple score for 
bowling . . . the double being 398, 
the triple 580. 

To the following girls we owe a 
debt of gratitude for their fine 
playing and clean sportsmanship 
which helped make our softball 
season a success. Hats off to F. K. 
Ball, Kostynick, Scruggs, Klem- 
enok, Boggeln, H. C. Miller, Linne- 
-breugge, Casey, Davis, Yost, Aquis- 
tapace, Keaton, Devorak, Mattson, 
Borsvold, and Cadet Nurses Wheat 
and Dineen. 

We couldn’t mention the softball 
team without a word for Lt. (jg) 
M. E. Wilhelm who was the social 
activity director. Miss Wilhelm 
attended every game, without ex- 
ception, and encouraged the atten- 
dance of others ... It was she who 
arranged the parties for opposing 
teams after hard fought games. She 
instilled confidence and courage in 
the team by her loyalty and in- 
terest. 

To all new nurses on the com- 
pound: If you like to swim or want 
to know how in order to pass the 
swimming tests, why not go with 
the group that attends the swim- 
ming classes at the Women’s Ath- 
letic Association in Oakland? There 
are two instructors there on Mon- 
day, Tuesday, and Friday nights 
from 7-8 o’clock. All nurses are 
invited and encouraged to attend 
classes at that time. 

What of basketball? Well, ii the 
nurses are interested in having a 
basketball team, to participate in 
competitive games, they can call 
Recreation. You can also contact 
Ensigns F. K. Ball, Casey, Stock- 
hausen or Cadet Nurse Wheat . . . 
Players are badly needed as an 
organized basketball team was de- 
pleted of players by nurses receiv- 
ing orders. 

For those aspiring to be golfers 
or equestriennes, there are oppor- 
tunities for you to be instructed in 
the sport of your choice . . . Call 
Recreation, Extension 263. 

Now, what have I forgotten? 
What? You want to perfect your 
game of Tiddley Winks? Zounds 
. . . This is where I came in!!! 


USO Variety Show Makes 
Hit With Audience Here 

A variety show that amused, 
amazed and delighted the person- 
nel of Oak Knoll was here on Tues- 
day, December 12. Thirteen out- 
standing performers, whose revue 
included everything from magic 
to comedy — from cartoons to pan- 
tomime — from swing singing to 
flash dancing — made up the show. 

One of the outstanding features 
of the show was Tony Marks. 
Known as the “Master of Decep- 
tion,” he started getting “magical” 
at the age of eight, and seven years 
later he was expert enough to join 
a traveling tent show. Now with 
15 years of crack “deceiving” to his 
credit, Marks produces rabbits and 
doves and does unbelievable things 
with cards, thimbles, golf balls. A 
native of Oak Park, Illinois, Marks 
has gone West for his theatrical 
engagements, appearing at such 
clubs and theatres as 365 Club, 
San Francisco; Uptown Theatre, 
Salt Lake City; Fortune Club, 
Reno; Palman Theatre, Seattle. 

Mary and Frances Miller, two 
beauteous blondes, went over in a 
big way with their acrobatic and 
tap dancing. Though young they 
are old hands at the entertainment 
business. 

The other members of the cast 
were equally well received. 


Mother: Who was that sailor I 
saw you kissing last night? 
Daughter: What time was it? 


Saturday, 23 December 

Wave Volley Bailers 
Beat T. I., Near Title 

The underdogs of Oak Knoll’* 
volley ball team defeated the 
highly favored “Docketts” of 
Treasure Island in the Waves Pt.h 
Naval District volleyball tourna- 
ment at Mills College December 
4th, winning their fourth game in 
succession, and coming within on£ 
game of clinching the title, by the 
lopsided score of 43 to 20. 

The “Docketts” were the pre- 
tournament favorites with Oak 
Knoll, considered the “dark horse.” 
As things now stand it looks as 
though our Waves will capture an- 
other laurel. Up to and including 
this tournament, the Waves of Oak 
Knoll have mastered every form 
of competition entered. The Nurse* 
of the compound won the softball 
championship and seem to pick up 
where the Waves leave off. 

The Wave and Nurses basketball 
teams will not begin their league 
activities until January 15th, bu, 
have scheduled practice sessions 
on the courts of Castlemont and 
Frick’s Junior High School courts. 
For time see the bulletin boards. <| 


Seaman: I’m not eating at the 
mess hall anymore. 

Cook: Why not? 

Seaman: You know that dog 
that's been eating at the door? 

Cook: Sure, I’ve been feedin 
him for weeks. : K'J 

Seaman: Well, today he went 
over to Ship's Service. 


MOIPHY 


by Penberthy 


‘Has anybody got a thermometer?” 






Wards 70A, 40A Win Christmas Contest 


Organ Dedicated in Chapel Ceremony 



Left to right: Chaplain Robinson, Chaplain Armstrong, Chaplain Chrisman, 
Chaplain Cronin; Miss Long, Chaplain Pitts, Miss Evans, Chaplain Corley, Captain 
Bearing and three members of the sponsoring organization. 

Oak Knoll’s New Hammond Organ 
Is Gift of El Cerrito City Club 


A new Hammond organ, valued 
at more than $1,600, was dedicated 
in the Chapel on Thursday, De- 
cember 21. The organ was a gilt 
of the El Cerrito City Club and was 
accepted on behalf of the hospital 
by Captain Dearing. 

Mr. Ira E. Scott, president of the 
club, made the presentation and 
Mr. Louis E. Davis, mayor of El 
Cerrito, spoke briefly. Mr. Vic 
igone was chairman of the com- 
niittee that raised the money for 
the gift. 

In accepting the organ, Captain 
caring stressed the need it would 
and the extensive value and 

u° f SUC ^ a ^ ine instrument to 
*ne hospital. Its value will be en- 
hanced even more with the en- 
r gma of the present chapel or 


the construction of a larger build- 
ing. 

The suggestion for the gift and 
many of the details were handled 
through the courtesy of the Oak- 
land Chapter of The Disabled 
American Veterans, of which Mr. 
W. G. Sundin is Commander. 

To Our Wave Officers: 

We would like to express our 
sincere thanks for the Christmas 
you made so nice lor us. Those 
doughnuts made right in the bar- 
racks surely hit the spot. Then to 
be awakened Christmas morning 
with a cheery “Merry Christmas” 
and breakfast in bed was really 
wonderful. We all want to thank 
you for being as grand as you are. 

The Waves in Bldg. 35. 


Decorations and Gifts Supplied 
By Veterans Christmas Committee 


Ward 70A and Officer Ward 
40A are the winners in the Ward 
Decoration Contest with 61A and 
7 IB coming in second and third 
and with 67A being adjudged the 
runner-up in the Officer Ward 
Contest. 

All Wards Excellent 

The eight judges, who made 
their decision on the basis of orig- 
inality, artistic design, and inter- 
est, declared that the judging was 
extremely difficult due to the ex- 
cellence of all the wards. Others 
highly rated were 43B, 51A, 79B. 
48A, and 77B. 

Thanks for this contest which 
did so much to beautify the com- 
pound for the holiday season go to 
the Veterans Hospital Christmas 
Committee of which Don Hender- 
son is the chairman. With Elmer 


P. Zollner, coordinator for the hos- 
pital in charge, they supplied the 
materials not only for the wards 
but also for the compound and in 
addition provided thousands of 
gifts. 

The Red Cross handled the dis- 
tribution of the materials and the 
thousand-and-one details that went 
with the whole huge job. 

Prize Is Picture 

The prizes for the winning 
wards consisted of a picture to be 
used in The Oak Leaf and to be 
given to each member of the ward. 

All in all, it was a highly suc- 
cessful project and all who took 
part deserve the heartfelt thanks 
of Oak Knoll. 

Ward 70A is pictured below, 
while 40A, prize-winner in the 
Officer Ward contest, is shown at 
the bottom of page 2. 


Prize -Winner 70 A Poses for Picture 



Patients and personnel of 70A group around part oi winning display. 
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It is an established journalistic custom as the new year ap- 
])i oaches to survey tlie events and trends of the past year. Against 
the wider locus ot the twelve months things are seen in better 
proportion than they can in the helter-skelter of daily reporting. 

llius. while we are somewhat despondent at the effective counter- 
attacks of the German army at the present, let us not forget that 
1044 was a year of victories. It was the year we not only got a 
foothold on Fortress Europe but also drove right on to the German 
border. It was the year in which the Navy and Marine Corps 
advanced relentlessly** on Japan, culminating in MacArthur’s 
return to the Philippines. It was the year the Japanese fleet met 
disaster off Leyte and the B29s began to raid Tokyo. 

When we reflect that one year ago we had not yet established 
a second front, we were still fighting in the Solomons, had only 
just landed in the Gilberts, and were officially unaware of the 

B29s, we see that victory is measurably nearer. 

1 / 

Here’s hoping 1945 finishes the job! 


Lonergan and Green 
Leave for Schools 

A smiling face is missing in the 
Chaplain’s Office with the depart- 
ure of Walt Lonergan, PhM3c, for 
study at the Buffalo Medical 
School, Buffalo, N. Y., under the 
V12 program. Walt, a graduate of 
Tufts College where he played 
Varsity football, has been at Oak 
Knoll ten months. 

Another who has left under sim- 
ilar circumstances is Bob Green, 


who is slated to study medicine at 
the University of Illinois. Bob will 
be particularly missed by Miss 
Sherrill, whose assistant he has 
been in public relations work. 


Hal: I sure feel punk this morn- 
ing. 

Cal: Hum, do any drinking last 
night? 

Hal: Yes, and I felt fine when I 
went to bed, but when I woke up 
I felt terrible. The sleep did it. 


All work and no jack makes play 
a dull joy. 



Zasu Pitts Charms 
On Oak Knoll Visit 




Miss Zasu Pitts, who visited sev- 
eral wards here on Thursday, De- 
cember 21, admires models which 
aviation cadet Tefft has made. Miss 
Pitts, who was accompanied by her 
daughter on this trip, pleased all 
with her naturalness and sincerity. 



Catholic: 

Chaplains G. B. Spiegelhalter, R. Cro- 
nin. 

Sunday Mass — 0630. 0830 and 1100. 
Weekday Mass — 0650 and 1640. 
Confessions — Daily, before Mass: Satur- 
days, at 1900; on the Thursday before 
each first Friday, at 1900. 

Novena Devotions — Friday at 1830. 
Protestant: 

Chaplains C. D. Chrisman, A. T. L. Arm- 
strong, S. P Robinson, H. S. Pitts. 
Sunday: Morning Worship — 0930. 

Ward Devotionals — 0930, 1000, 1030. 
Vespers — 1800. 

Daily Devotionals — (except Sunday) — 
0730. 

Bible Study — (Thursday in Chapel) — 
1800. 

L.D.S. (Mormon). Thursday at- 1900; 
Chaplain Glen Y. Richards. 

Jewish: 

Chaplain Solomon S. Bernards. Ext. 261. 
Tuesday — (Chapel) — 1400. 

The Jewish Chaplain is in attendance 
on Tuesday from 0800 to 1500. Will all 
Jewish personnel kindly send in names 
to the Chaplain. 

The members of any faith not repre- 
sented on this compound may contact 
the Chaplains’ office for information. 


Erie Stanley Gardner’s latest 
The Case of the Black-eyed Blonde 
is now in the Library, along with 
the last Agatha Christie, Toward* 
Zero, and Geoffrey Holmes’ w 
Silver Handles. 

One of Lloyd Douglas’ books for 
which you have asked is now j n 
at the appropriate season. Home 
for Christmas, a pleasant novelette 
about a family who enjoyed an 
old-fashioned Christmas on a farm 
in Michigan. 

Three new westerns are Brand’s 
The Fighting Four, Lomax’s Horse- 
thief Creek, West’s Meddling Mav- 
erick. We still claim to have all 
thfc Zane Grey’s published, and all 
the Tarzan books, as well as hun- 
dreds of others. These are all 
shelved on- the solarium of the 
Library. 

If you haven’t yet had an oppor- 
tunity to see and hear Oklahoma, 
you can read the play in the 
Library. 

Rodman’s Striped Bass: Where, 
When, and How to Catch Them, 
and Robins’s The Incomplete 
Anglers are two new books of in- 
terest to fishermen. Self’s Horses: 
Their Selection, Care, and Han- 
dling is a good book for anyone 
interested fh riding or driving. 
Have we mentioned that the Li- 
brary has Lieb’s St. Louis Car- 
dinals: The Story of a Great 'Base- 
ball Club? 

On the lighter side of life, are 
a new book of Blondie cartoons and 
Baker’s The Sad Sack. 

Bernard Shaw’s Euerj/bodi/'s 
Political What’s What? presents his 
views not only on politics, but also 
of education, science, biology, 
architecture, and law. Merillat’s 
The Island: A History of the First 
Marine Division on Guadalcanal, 
is the official history of the cam- 
paign. 

. Library Hours: 0800-2100: Sun- 
days, 1200-2100. January 1, 0800 
to 2100. 



Standing left to right: Captain Bucerman. Miss Bouser. Taylor, Miss Foley. 
Dr. Henegar, Rose, and Miss Mathis. 


t t Chaplain’ s Corner t t 


"Our Work” 


The other day a sailor asked another where he was on Sunday. 
He was quite surprised to learn that his friend had spent part of trier 
day in church. After all, even Jesus’ parents were surprised to learn 
that their son had been in the temple when they thought him lost. His 
reply to their surprise was, “Knew ye not- that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” 

Then, too, your friends might be surprised if it is not your custom 
to be doing the things that God has, asked of you. , I 

This is indeed a strange world. In it there are so many -people wn I 
claim the Father of Christ as their God. Yet so very few are e\ 
found, either in their Father’s house or doing their Father’s work L 
Sometimes we surprise our friends when vye get in trouble and 
lives become all fouled up. At times this seems to be the most com 


occurrence. wittri 

God gives us several things that we may work with: live* 

which we may love and enjoy Him and our friends, His holy sp ^ 
to guide us, and a new year of three hundred and sixty-five a . 
each filled with opportunities to do good. 

May our New Year pledge be: 

“To follow truth as blind men long for light, 

To do my best from dawn of day till night, 

To keep my heart fit for His holy sight 
And answer when He calls.” 

Then we can present to our neighbors and God a year fii € 
pleasant surprises. Chaplain A. T. L. AsmstroM 
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These Entertained at Gala Christmas Show 


Upper left: Bruce Patterson and his banjo; Upper center: The Dorothy Kilgore Dancers in South Sea dance; Upper 
right: Songstress Betty Black. Lower left: The Three Samuels in their tap routine; Lower right: The Dorothy Kilgore 
Dancers in The Merry Widow Waltz. 


Colorful Shows 
Cheer Hospital 
During Holidays 

A topnotch show, jammed with 
talent from theatres and night 
spots in the Bay Area, was on hand 
for the Christmas Show on Thurs- 
day, December 21. Oak Knoll’s 
population whistled and applauded 
appreciatively as the swiftly- 
paced, colorful revue passed before 
them. 

The show was presented through 
the efforts of the Veterans Hospital 
Christmas Committee headed by 
Mr. Elmer Zollner in cooperation 
with Welfare and Recreation. 

With Ray Dean, BMlc, as the 
genial MC, the show opened with 
the five beautiful Dorothy Kil- 
gore Dancers doing The Merry 
Widow Waltz. Emil and Evelyn 
followed in an acrobatic routine 
with comic overtones. Betty Black, 
an NBC headliner, warbled the 
hauntingly beautiful “Stardust.” 

The Three Samuels, fresh from 
the Golden Gate Theatre, did their 
hilarious military tap routine, and 
Charles Frederick, from the Per- 
sian Room in San Francisco, sang 
several songs in his rich baritone. 

The high point of the show, per- 
haps, was reached with Bruce Pat- 
terson, whose solid and almost un- 
believable banjo playing brought 
down the house. This was followed 
by Lebrock and Bernice on their 
long-legged, one-wheeled cycle 
and Larry Collins, whistler and 
trombonist extraordinary. 

Ken and Roy Page, two authen- 
tic sailors, rocked the auditorium 
with their chatter and gags, after 
which the Dorothy Kilgore girls 
returned in a very shapely and 
rhythmic South Sea dance to bring 
the show to a close. 

The second show went on im- 
mediately after the termination of 
the first, and was a repeat with 
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Season's greetings from all of us 
to all of you! 

Interesting Items: 

^ Did you know that Lt. Cmdr. 
Jaye E. White was the first Navy 
iuxse to receive the Bronze Star 
Medal? She served as Chief Nurse 
>1 a fleet hospital in the South 
Pacific area from June 29, 1943, to 
August 30, 1944. Her citation 
praised her initiatiye, skillful 
leadership, and tireless work in the 
.indoctrination and training of 
nurses and hospital corpsmen. 

More about our - flight nurses: 
Two Navy Nurses have been 
cio.-en to direct a special course in 
p lr evacua tion for nurses of the 
Brazilian Air- Force, in Rio de 
anc ‘ir° • • • The nurses are Lts.(jg) 


Stephany Kozak and Dymphna 
Van Gorp. Since Pearl Harbor 
more than 425,000 sick and 
wounded patients of the United 
States and allied forces have been 
evacuated by air, the vast majority 
under the care of flight nurses. 
Since the beginning of the Nor- 
mandy invasion, 65,000 patients 
have been evacuated from France. 

This information came from the 
November issue of the American 
Journal of Nursing , which you may 
like to read for more details. 

Good Reading: 

Every Navy Nurse would par- 
ticularly enjoy the October, 1943, 
issue of The National Geographic 
Magazine. The article, “Women in 
Uniform,” elaborates on the ac- 
complishments of the Navy Nurse 
overseas, and in particular the 
heroic story of Lt. (jg) Ann Agnes 
Bernatitus. It wa^ last November 
that the War Department’s new 
Legion of Merit medal was 
awarded for the first time. It was 
awarded to Lt. Bernatitus. She was 
the only member of the Medical 
Staff in the Philippines to escape 


final capture. You can find this 
issue of The National Geographic 
in the library. 

Smooth sailing to the following 
nurses who are to be detached 
Dec. 31, and are to become part of 
the seventh fleet . . . Lts. ( jg) H. M. 
Sullivan, M. M. Keegan and En- 
signs J. Smith, B. Smith, C. E. 
Springborn, Z. Ivansevic. 

Ens. G. L. Pierce received orders 
to proceed to Arrowhead Springs, 
San Bernardino, Calif. 

This is all for now . . . except 
that we wish our executive officers, 
Waves, Corpsmen, and our splen- 
did patients — our Marines and 
Sailors — a very Merry Christmas 
. . . and bright hope for a Peaceful 
New Year. 


Sailor’s Father: And where is 
my son? 

MAA: A.W.O.L. 

Father: What do you mean by 
that. 

MAA: After women or liquor. 


FOUND 

1944 Class Ring. May be claimed 
at Maintenance Office. 


Universal Studios starlet Mari- 
lyn MacDonald, accompanied by 
Art Jarrett. sings on wards on 
Wednesday, December 20. 


Marilyn MacDonald 
Cheers With Songs 
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Hospital s Public Relations Dept. 
Takes Care of Varied Problems 
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Miss Sherrill, Bob Green, and Dorothy Thompson look over an Oak Knoll 
release that made the news. 


There’s never a dull moment in 
the administration building annex 
office where Lt. (jg.) Mary Mabel 
Sherrill serves as Public Relations 
officer for the hospital. 

“Public relations” can mean al- 
most anything concerned with the 
hospital and its connections with 
persons and organizations outside 
the compound limits. For Miss 
Sherrill the term means answering 
a never-idle telephone, writing 
letters, conducting a speakers’ bu- 
reau, sending copy to newspapers, 
clearing press and photo releases 
as well as radio scripts, keeping a 
scrapbook of publicity clippings 
for permanent records of the hos- 
pital, and a variety of miscellane- 
ous and unexpected assignments. 

An average of 140 letters a 
month are sent from the office to 
points all over the United States in 
reply to letters from parents, 
sweethearts, creditors, and Con- 
gressmen of patients registered 
here. Most of these messages are 
of a serious nature. Mothers are 
worried because they have heard 
nothing definite about their sons’ 
mental and physical condition. 
They want the truth, and it is part 
of the work of the Public Relations 
department to ascertain the facts 
and then relay the information in 
terms suitable to the individual 
inquiry. 

Whatever the problem is, the 
public relations officer and her 
assistant, Dorothy M. Thompson, 
HA 1/c, must compose a tactful 
reply to each letter that comes in. 
Wave Thompson, a graduate of the 
University of Southern California 
school of journalism, also prepares 
news copy of hospital events for 
the local papers. 

In addition to answering corre- 
spondence received, other letters 
are dispatched by air mail to fol- 
low up telegrams sent to next of 


kin of patients who are critically 
and seriously ill. 

Whenever reporters from Bay 
Area newspapers come aboard, it 
is Miss Sherrill’s job to escort them 
to the ward or office where they 
are to get their story. She arranges 
with the photo lab for pictures of 
all citations and special events. 
After awards are made, the staff 
prepares a biographical sketch and 
sends it with photographs to home 
town papers of each of the men 
receiving decorations. 

Another major activity of the 
busy Wave lieutenant is the speak- 
er’s bureau. During the current 
bond drive Miss Sherrill and Bob 
Green, PhM 3/c, another member 
of the staff, arranged to send 
speakers to theaters, schools, ship- 
yards, and other places of indus- 
try. Boys who have had outstand- 
ing experiences in battle areas and 
can tell a good story are in demand 
as speakers at service clubs, and 
the department has a group of 
eight or ten men on call to repre- 
sent Oak Knoll at civic gatherings 
almost every day of the week. 

Trained at the Naval Reserve 
Midshipmen’s School at North- 
ampton, Mass., and stationed 
briefly at Corpus Christi, Miss 
Sherrill has been at Oak Knoll 
since July, 1943, when she was 
placed in charge of the 40 enlisted 
Waves then on duty. In June, 1944, 
public relations work was assigned 
to her, and as the work of that 
department expanded she was 
placed on full-time detail as pub- 
lic relations officer. 

Before joining the Navy Lt. Sher- 
rill supervised the “Spry Kitchen,” 
an experimental cookery labora- 
tory for the Consumer Service de- 
partment of Lever Bros. Co., in 
Cambridge, Mass. Her home is in 
Rock Island, 111., and she gradu- 
ated in 1939 from Iowa State Col- 
lege, Ames, Iowa, ‘with a BS. 


Red Cross News 


Now that Christmas is over, and 
things have more or less settled 
down on the compound, we can 
look back on the holiday season 
with mingled pleasure and amaze- 
ment. The amazement is due to a 
realization of the tremendous 
amount of effort expended by vari- 
ous groups both on and off the 
compound so that the patients here 
at Oak Knoll would have a pleas- 
ant Christmas. The Veterans Hos- 
pital Christmas Committee handled 
with great efficiency the prodigious 
task of decorating the whole com- 
pound and supplying gifts for each 
patient. Under the direction of 
Lt. Carey, the Welfare and Recrea- 
tion office planned and executed a 
series of parties, shows and dances 
that would be the envy of any Red 
Cross program director. 

As for the Red Cross, we have 
finally crawled out from under the 
crepe paper Santa Claus masks, 
the boxes of holly, the thousands 
of cookies and candy bars donated 
— to again resume our normal rou- 
tine. For four days our craft shop 
was closed, and became a produc- 
tion center for the most amazing 
array of Christmas gear you ever 
saw. With the help of several 
patients of artistic bent, the vari- 
ous supplies for the Christmas Eve 
parties were made and sorted for 
the wards, and though at times the 
place seemed in utter chaos, every- 
thing eventually turned up in the 
right place at the right time. 

We look back with pleasure to 
the thought of . the assistance we 
had from patients, staff and outside 
sources, assistance without which 


Scuttlebtitt 


Pat C onnor and Lillyan R e h a 

grateful that they Were using [J? 
towels when they went to th/rf 
cent “Come As You Are” pJ 
the Waves Barracks. 

Nolan is so interested in the faet 
ter things in life that he saw the 
Christmas Show twice. 

Wurman over in Physio 
quite put out when we used 
pictures of only Waves in the re- 
cent Oak Leaf spread on Physio 
Therapy. He wants it understood ! 
that there are also corpsmen in the 
department. We know that, mate 
but most of us prefer to look at 
pretty girls,, in spite of that classic 
profile. 

The Oak Leaf is proud to an- 
nounce it made a scoop on the 
Moore-Page affair, which is now 
official with an engagement. Read 
about any subsequent pages in this < 
romance in The Oak Leaf. 

Reser and Welch are unfortunate 
in that one is Port and the other 
Starboard which means that they 
never get to go on liberty at all. 
But perhaps it's just as well, for 
when they do go to parties they 
don’t stay. 

Have you seen Elaine Smith out 
with that character? Is it a Marine 
or a cowboy? 


it would have been impossible to 
carry out the Christmas plans we 
had made. We wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to everyone 
who helped us, and to wish every- 
one a Happy New Year. 


moiphy . 


by Veitberthy 
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Moiphy’s going to start the 




New Year off with a 





